
PRESSKLIPP OM AFGHANISTAN 

□ ar ett samarbetsprojekt mellan Svenska Afghanistankommitten (SAK) och Afghanistankomiteen i Norge 
(AiN). □ utges varaiman m^nad som en nyhetsservice for SAKs och AiNs medlemmar, lokalkommitteer och 
styrelser. □ detta nummer ar sammanstallt och redigerat av Borje Almqvist och Peter Hjukstrom. □ presskHpp till 
kommande nummer mottages tacksamt frkn lasekretsen till adress: Svenska Afghanistankommitten, 
Sturegatan 16, 114 36 STOCKHOLM, SVERIGE (Mark kuvertet med "Pressklipp"). □ prenumerations- 
priset for 1998 ar 250 kronor och inbetalas pi pg 64 23 90-9, Svenska Afghanistankonmiitten. Notera 
inbetalningskortet att betahiingen avser prenumeration pk "Pressklipp". 
□ Detta nummer ar presslagt 980921 



UNDER STRECK Svcnsk prcss 

Talibanerna 
vill aterskapa 
formodernt 
samhalle 

De afghanska talibanerna dok upp ur 
intet och har under det senaste aret tagit 
kontrollen over storre delen av 
Afghanistan. Deras terror har gjort 
dem okanda. I en nyutkommen antologi 
forsoker en grupp experter reda ut vilka 
talibanerna ar och vad de vill. 

Carl Johan Gardell 



skymtar diverse organisationer och en politisk konstellation 
soin vid mitten av 90-talet omfattade Pakistan, USA, Saudi- 
arabien, Stbrbritannien och Forenade Arabemiraten. Tali- • 
bahemas uppdrag skulle vara att pacificera Afghanistan infor 
bygjgandet av gas- och oljeledningar till nyupptackta fyn- 
digheter i det forna sovjetiska Centralasien. 
For ovrigt konstateras att tusentals officerare, kadrer och 
! experter frin den stortade prosovjetiska regimen i Kabul - 
framst fran dess pushtunska, dvs lantliga, khalqfalang - tidigt 
anslot sig till den vaxande talibanrorelsen. Andra uppgifter 
ger vid handen att talibanmilisen utvecklats till en kriminell 
organisation i takt med att narkotikahanteringen expande- 
rat och landet blivit en lukrativ frizon for intemationella 
maffiasyndikat. Bedomningarna gar isar och manga fragor 
pockar pa svar. 

- En nyutkommen samlingsvolym med titeln Fundamenta- 
lism Reborn? Afghanistan and the Taliban (253 s, Hurst & 
Co) ger en mangsidig och faktaspackad oversikt over det af- 
ghanska dramat. Bokens redaktor ar Afghanistanexperten 
William Maley, verksam vid University of New South Wales 
i Australien. Ett dussiri framtradande forskare medverkar 
med artiklar och ger plika infallsvinklar pa en av var tids 
storsta tragedier. 
^ . ■ ■ 

Redan 1898 uppmarksammade Winston Churchill 
(i "Striden om Malahand") de kringvandrande 
religiosa studenter som av tradition atnjot fritt . 
uppehalle hos befolkningen. De tillhorde 
muslimska internatskolor - madrasas - och 
kallades talibaner (sing talib). Madrasainstitutionerna ingar 
i byggnadskomplex som forutom moskeer kan omfatta sjuk- 
hus, harbargen, affarslokaler och forvaltningskontor. I de 
lantliga regionema i sodra Afghanistan och angransande om- 
raden i Pakistan - North West Frontier Province och 
Baluchistan - har lange funnits ett parlband av sma madra- 
sas som drivs i lokala mullors regi Nar mer an tva miljoner 
afghaner flydde over gransen pa 8o-talet fick pakistanska 
madrasas en central roll som flyktingcentra och regelratta 



e tycktes dyka upp ur intet, de hemligiets- 

DfuUa afghanska talibanerna. Hogst ett mmd- 
ratal religiosa studenter genomforde eMvan- 
tad attack och intog den pakistanska prans- 
staden Spin Boldak i oktober 1994. Ett^ se- 
nare svepte en valbevapnad talibahaijme pi 
atminstone 25 000 soldater genom deflrigs- 
harjade landet i ett veritabelt blitzkrieg, I oktober 1996 ctock- 
ades varlden av reportagen fran det erovrade Kabul;- of- 
fentliga stympningar, kvinnor som piskades pa gatorna och 
drakoniska forbud mot musik, tv-tittande och diverse bam-, 
leksaker. Konsatskillnad proklamerades och smaflickor for- 
bjods att ga i skolan. Arbetsplatserna stangdes for kvinnor 
som inte ens fick vistas utomhus utan manlig foljeslagare. 
Den religiosa poUsen upprattade ett terrorvalde. 

Under det senaste aret har tahbanregimen sakrat kont- 
rollen over cirka 85 procent av Afghanistan. Langst uppe i 
norr har Nordalliansen - den fordrivna mujaheddinregimen 
- omgrupperat sina styrkor med bistand fran Ryssland, Iran, 
Indien och de centralasiatiska republikema. Enligt larm- 
rapporter fran FN-organet UNDCP (United Nations Drug 
Control Progranmie) har narkotikahanteringen expanderat 
dramatiskt imder det senaste aret och de talibanska delarna 
av Afghanistan anses nu vara varldens st5rsta opium- 
producent. UNDCP har foreslagit ett bistandsprogram for 
overgang till alternativgrodor men talibanerna forefaller inte 
intresserade. Miljardvinsterna fran drogexporten bidrar till 
att fmansiera fortsatt krigforing och en fredlig losning pa 
den tjugoariga konflikten tycks droja lange an. 

Vilka ar da talibanerna? Enligt vissa observatorer en 
rorelse av hangivna muslimska religiosa studenter som tagit 
till vapen for att rensa landet fran de stridande krigsherrarna 
och uppratta en islamisk stat. Enligt en annan tolkning ar 
talibanerna framst en valrustad militar organisation med 
fanatiska elittnipper i tjanst hos den pakistanska underrat- 
telsetjansten ISI (Inter Services Intelligence Directorate) 
och nied fmansiellt stod fran tva oljebolag - kaliforniska 
Unocal och saudiarabiska Delta Oil Company I bakgrunden 



militarbaser for motstandsro^elsen (mujaheddin). Tusentals 
utarmade och foraldralosa smapojkar erbjods gratis utbild- 
ning och kunde vaxa upp pi intematen. Dessa biivande 
talibaner har alltsa formats av flyktingskapet - och de ex- 
tremt asketiska traditioner (deobandiskolan) som sedan 
1800-talet haft en stark stallning inom islam pi den indiska 
kontinenten. Deobandis har uppmarksammats for sm 
korisekventa konssegregation och motstind mot modemi- 
seringstendenser i samhallet Nar tahbanemas framstelarare 
- muUa Mohanmiad Omar - fick en uppenbarelse stod dessa 
var tids munkspldater redo att ga ut i krig for att fullfolja ett 
gudomligt uppdrag och atererovra forfademas liand. 

Amin Saikal, verksam vid Australian National University, 
reder ut handelseforloppet under de kaotiska aren 1992-97 
och den sonderfallsprocess som ledde fram till talibanemas 
framtradande, I april 1992 brot den prosovjetiska Najibullah- 
regimen samman sedan det ryska bistindsflodet stoppats 
och den uzbekiske generalen Abdul Rashid Dostum gitt over 
till mujaheddin med sina trupper. Den 24 april samma ir in- 
gick de sju vaststodda befrielserorelserna ett avtal i den 
pakistanska staden Peshawar och man upprattade en provi- 
sorisk samlingsregering som efter tva ir planerade att genom- 
fora allmanna val. Koalitionens tongivande parti var det tad- 
zjikdommerade Jamiat-e Islami, lett av den biivande presi- 
denten Burhanuddin Rabbani och krigsherren Ahmad Shah 
Massoud vars trupper kontroUerade merparten av Kabul. 

Peshawaravtalet brot dock omedelbart samman. Den 
pushtimska mujaheddinrdrelsen Hezb-e Islami - ledd av Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar - vagrade att samarbeta och inledde i stal- 
let ett anfall mot Kabul. Angreppet slogs tillbaka av Mas- 
souds trupper, men Hezbmilisen piborjade fran sina stall- 
ningar en artilleribeskjutning som efter tvi ir hade isamkat 
Kabul en i det narmaste total forodelse. Forst nar taliban- 
milisen inlett sin offensiv tvingades Hekmatyar att avbryta 
konfrontationstaktiken och narma sig Rabbaniregimen. 

De kampande mujaheddinfraktionerna tycktes sakna 
intresse for nationell forsoning och fredlig maktdelning. 
Varje parti atnjot regionalt stod, skriver Saikal, baserat pa 



etnisk identifikation och klantillhorighet. Under det tioariga 
motstandet mot sovjetisk ockupation och den prokommu- 
nistiska Kabulregimen hade varje milis fort ett eget separat 
krig och varnat sin regionala autonomi. Mujaheddinrorel- 
sema bekampade foljsiitligen ocksa varandra, aven om det 
sovjetiska hotet tjanstgjorde som enande faktor. Efter den 
ryska retratten 1988-89 fanns inget som kunde halla krigs- 
herrama samman. 

Den framsta drivkraften bakom sonderfalls- 
processen var dock, skriver Saikal, det utlandska 
bistandet. Hekmatyars Hezb finansierades av 
Pakistan genom underrattelsetjansten ISI och 
inrikesministeriet. Saudiarabiens subsidier 
flodade till en annan pushtumnilis - Ittehad-e Islami - och 
dess ledare Abdul-Rab al-Rasul Sayyaf. Det shiitiska partiet 
Hezb-eWahdatst6ddesavdeniranskaregimen.Mujaheddin- 
rorelsema kan faktiskt beskrivas som legotrupper i utlandska 
makters tjanst. Konfliktema i Afghanistan speglade skiftan- 
de intemationella maktkonstellationer i den framreasiatiska 
regionen. 

Rabbaniregeringens tillkomst och Peshawaravtalet var i 
sjalva verket ett fBrkrossande hederlag for Pakistan. Folj- 
aktligen gav ISI order till "sin" krigsherre Hekmatyar att ob- 
stniera samarbetsavtalet och i stallet inleda en militar 
offensiv. Men Hezbmilisen korde fast vid Kabxil och 1994 
hade Hekmatyars stallning allvarligt forsvagats. Det yar i det 
laget som pakistaniema satsade pa ett nytt kort - talibanerna. 

Antrbpologen M Nazif Shahrani, verksam vid Indiana Uni- 
versity (USA), ger en historisk oversikt med tonvikt pa 
Afghanistans utlandska beroende. Under 1800-talet stod lan- 
det pa randen till sammanbrott nar ryska tsartrupper ex- 
panderade i Centralasien och brittema utvidgade sitt indis- 
ka imperium nomit. I tvk angloafghanska krig - 1838-42 och 
1878-79 - slogs dock brittema tillbaka av de afghanska stam- 
krigama som gynnades av den olandiga terrangen. Under 
1800-talets sista decennier pacificerades landet i stallet av 
emiren Abdul Rahman Khan med finansiellt bistand och 
vapenleveranser fran Storbritannien. Fran den tiden, skriver 

Shahrani, har de successiva afghanska regimema baserat sin 
maktutovning pa flddet av utlandska subsidier. Landets 
skattebas ar belt enkelt otillracklig, framst beroende pa att 
staten aldrig formatt knacka de tusentals - lokala och regio- 
nala - klanernas uraldriga autonomi. I stallet utvecklade den 
harskande durraniatten ett beskyddarskaps- och klient- 
system som knot stamkonfederationerna och klanerna till 
staten med hjalp av det utlandska subsidieflodet. 

Under helai900-talet har regimema i Kabul foljafctligen 
spelat ut successiva stormakter mot varann. Redan pa 
20-talet blev Sovjetimionen en av de framsta finansiarema 
och 1947 overtog det sjalvstaiidiga Pakistan de retirerande 
britternas engagemang. Det vaxande vastbistandet till 
mujaheddin efter den sovjetiska invasionen 1979 lankades in 
i de traditionella beskyddarskapssystemen. Under kriget 
1979-89 stegrades i realiteten klanledamas autonomi nar de 
vastliga natverken kunde spelas ut mot de sovjetiska. 

Mellanostemexperten Anwar-ul-Haq Ahady kartlagger 
stormaktsspelet och de kaleidoskopiskt skiftande allianser 
som under de senaste decenniema paverkat Afghanistan- 
konflikten. Det kalla krigets logik gjorde amerikanska CIA 
till en av mujaheddins framsta supportrar enligt tumregeln 
"var fiendes fiende ar var van". Det saudiska bistandet av- 
sag bland annat att skapa en maktbas i den iranska konkur- 
rentens flank. Vid decennieskiftet 1990 forlorade dock 
Afghanistan sin centrala roll i det globala maktspelet sedan 
det iransk-irakiska kriget upphort (1988), Sovjetunionen 
retirerat och supermaktskonflikten gickmot sin uppldsmng. 
Aven Saudiarabien awecklade sitt engagemang 1991 sedan 
de flesta mujaheddmrorelsema valt att stodja Irak i gulf- 
kriget. Vintern 19*91-92 sinade de ryska och amerikanska 
subsidieflodena och det sonderslagna Afghanistan lamnades 
it sitt ode. 

Redan 1994 skulle bilden forandras pk nytt. I de nyligen 
sjalvstandiga centralasiatiska republikerna upptacktes fabu- 
losa olje- och gasreserver i ett vidstrackt balte fran Kazakstan 
i oster till Azerbajdzjan och Kaspiska havet i vaster. Opti- 
mistiska experter kalkylerade med fyndigheter som ansags 
overtraffa Mellanosterns. Samtidigt uppmarksamraades det 



hastigt stegrade energibehovet i Kina och de sydostasiatis- 
ka tillvaxtekonomierna. Ett internationellt konsortium ska- 
pades med oljebolagen ^ocal och Delta Oil som framsta 
intressenter och avsikteinrar att bygga gas- och oljepipeliner 
genom Afghanistan till hanmterminaler pa den pakistanska 
kusten. Sedan exploateringsavtalen tecknats aterstod pro- 
blemet med att pacificera det kaotiska Afghanistan. 

Pakistanska ISI och konsortiet bakom "The Afghan Pipe- 
line Project" hade tappat fortroendet for Hezbmilisen. 
Hekmatyar var den kabulska maktkampens forlorare och 
hade dessutom knutit nya kontakter med Iran. Rabbaniregi- 
men narmade sig alltmer Ryssland, Iran och Indien och kon- 
turerna till ett nytt allianssystem kunde skonjas. Vid den kri- 
tiska tidpunkten, havdar Afghanistanexperten Richard 
Mackenzie, erbjod sig muUoma i talibanernas styrande shura 
- att roja vag for de planerade rorledningsnaten anda upp till 
' den turkmenistanska gransen. Inom kort steg talibanmilisen 
upp som en komet pa den afghanistanska himlen. Samtidigt 
koUapsade Hekmatyars milis sedan subsidieflodet omdiri- 
gerats till den nya maktfaktorn. 

Talibanerna ar pa intet satt en radikal islamisk 
rorelse, konstaterar islamexperten Olivier Roy. 
Tvartom kan man tala om en hapnadsvackande 
effektiv militar organisation och dodsforaktande 
tappra elitsoldater. Talibanerna kan beskrivas 
■ som extrema pushtunationalister och ultratraditionalister 
som inte har nagot till overs for den radikala islamismen i 
Iran och arabvarlden. Roy lanserar begreppet neofunda- 
^mentalism for ett parti som med terroms hjalp vill infora en 
'iirakonisk sharialagstiftriing och vrida samhallet tillbaka till 
iormodem tid. De reaktionara mullorna i pushtunska 
madrasas har ingen forstaelse for de revolutionara samhalls- 
experiment som foresprikats av ayatoUah Khomeini och den 
egyptiske teoretikem Sayyid Qutbs skola. Med hjalp av sin 
nationalistiska agenda formar talibanerna dessutom locka 
till sig pushtuner frin alia politiska och ideologiska lager. 
Sammanfattningsvis kan Roy konstatera att den moderna 
islamismen misslyckats i Afghanistan. Saval konservativa 

klanhovdingar som den stortade kommimistregimens an- 
hangare - i synnerhet dess pushtunska khalqfraktion - tycks 
ha fiinnit en tillflyktsort under talibanemas ultranationalis- 
tiska paraply. 

Utvecklingen under 1997 har gjort talibanregimen till en 
het potatis for rorelsens tiolda sponsorer. Uppdraget att 
pacificera hela landet led ett allvarligt avbrack i maj 1997 nar 
talibanarmen drabbades av ett forkrossande nederlag vid den 
strategiskt viktiga staden Mazar-e Sharif Den reorganiserade 
Nordalliansen star starkare an nagonsin norr om Hindukush. 
Talibanerna erbjod sig ocksa att utrota vallmoodlingen men 
har i stallet inlett samarbete med maktiga maffiasyndikat och 
stimulerat produktionen av opium och heroin. Det groteska 
fortrycket av kvinnor och overgrepp mot FN-representan- 
ter och bistandsarbetare har gjort talibanregimen till en paria 
bland varldens regeringar. Vid ett besok i Pakistan i novem- 
ber 1997 tog den amerikanske utrikesministern Madeleine 
Albright skarpt avstand fran talibanernas behandling av lan- 
dets kvinnor. I april 1998 ingrep USA:s FN-ambassador Bill 
Richardson med ett initiativ for att fa de stridande afghan- 
ska partema till forhandlingsbordet. "The Afghan Pipeline 
Project" tycks ha gatt i baklas i vantan pa nya maktforskjut- 
ningar i det sargade landet. 

Talibanernas samhallsexperiment lar inte bli framgangs- 
rikt och bestaende. Inte ens Pol Pots roda khmerer formad- 
de vrida klockan tillbaka till medeltiden. 




FRAMTIDEN - JA, VI VET INTE. T/ vIII Inte lamna hembygden, men v'l kan Inte bo kvar har helier. " Nigra avde overievande 

marmen ar samlade pa ruinhogarna och resonerar dampat om framtiden. "Det finns risk for nya jordbavningar och sedan arfloden upp- 
esamd av ett start Jordskred, si det har bildat fSera stora dammar. Nar dammama bllr tillrackligt fyttda finns rlsken att de brister och en 
nodv&gkommerattskoljamedslgheSadaien." 

"V! ^rsoker grava upp takstockams frin de gamla husen for att kunm bygga nya, men var ska vl bygga? Ingen av oss har n^gra pengar, 
allt vl agde flnrn dar", en av mannen pekar uppglvet mot larslatten. 

"Nu har det giitt tre veckor och vl har Inte fitt nigon hjalp utihin. Jo, forresten vt har iM 100 talt till 500 famllier och Ittet vete, men 
det rScker Inte nar man inte har nigontlng kvar." 






- JAG KASTADES OMKULL "Jag var pa akern och plojde, 
kiockan var elva pa fomiddan nar Jordbavningen kom. Hela marken 
skakade och jag kastades omkutt", berattar Khal Mohammed. " 
"Jag horde ett valdlgt ovasen fran byn, jag sprang mot byn tillsam- 
mans med nagra andra som plojde i narheten. Nar vi kom till berg- 
skronet ovanfor byn fattadevi ingenting, det syntes lngentlng, hela 
byn var borta och det var sa tyst Bergen pa bagge sldor av byn 
hade bara rasat ner over byn. V7 sprang ner och forsokte grava fram 
vara bus med handerna, alia vara verktyg var Inne i husen, men vl 
vlaste Inte ens var vl skulle grava det varju bara lera och iter 
/era." 

Tarama kommer fram i Khal Mohammed§ pgoa och hm tittarbort 
nar ban fortsatter. . > ■ 

'HiBia min famllj var I huset, min fru och alia fern bara och s^ti^ 
mh Aa« jm hm bam MMema jag star 1. Jag ber till 6ud ait 
hm m mtttW mksi, f^rjag bar fdrlorat allt Och kamke gor 
ItMdet- f&em rak^ var Oet tv&l&aftlga jordskalv Igen. "■ 




SKALVET TOG 122 ELEVER . Har lag byns skola. Det var en vanlig 
skoldag narjordskalvet kom. 122 elever och 8 larare var i skolan. I mosken 
som lag bredvid var det 10 elever som hade undervisning av mullan. Jordbav- 
ningen begravde samtll&i. De ligger nu begravda under fler$ fneter lera och 
tmkulUallna lervaggar. Flaggema vlaar var de ddda U^r. 





PA VAG ~ ME&' VETE. Ingrld Andersson Sen Roda Kors- 
helikopter pa vag ai med vete och presennlngar till Isolerade byar. 
Till Dashtaq gar en vag, som man kan ta sig fram pa nar det ar flat 
vader. Vagen tar tva timmar och gar most i fiodfaran. Nar det reg- 
nat bllr den ofrankomlig. Veckoma efter jordbavningen har det reg- 
nat mer an det Isrukar, si liyn har varlt belt Isolerad. FN och Roda 
Korset har forsokt fh ut hjalp, mat och presennlngar med hellkop- 
irar, mm aven de blev stoppade nar det regnade. 



ENDA FARDSATFET - ASMAN. Nar inte helikoptrarna eller 
bilarna kommer fram sa ar asnan den enda som kommer fram. Asnekara- 
vaner ar det traditionella sattet att fa varor fran byarna till marknaden och 
tlllbaka. Men det ar inte ofarligt. Tva man och fyra asnor dog nar en kara- 
van gick med vete till tidgt belagna byar. De skulle korsa en hangbro som 
rasade. 




1 500 PERSONER BEGRAVDES I LERAN. Dashtaq var 

Innan jordbavningen en by med drygt, 3.000 invanare. Det area fattJgby, 
den ligger pa 2.000 meters hojd. De fiesta lever pa fat oeh seker och i varje 
familj ar det ottast en man som arbetar som dagarbetarirfiil tfs bordiga ris- 
falten I Taloqan och Kunduz pa sommaren. Den 30m ml$i^Mmt 10.SS for- 
andrades allt. £n stor jordbavning skakade nordosm At^anlstan. Halva 
byn, mer an 1.500 mannlskor begravdes I leran. 
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PakUrtan oeli Iran liar Inlett ett forsok att media fred i 
det krigsdrabbade Afghanistan. Representanter for de tva 
rivaliserande muslimska landema reste i veckan tillsammans 
for att^ota^^h^de^gets parter i Afghanistan, tt-afp 



1^ 



Talibaner erovrade pr< 

AFGHANISTAN. Den afghanska talibaniSl^^^piay] 
sig sondagen ha erovrat den strategislff^Siga pro- \ 
vinsen Faryab i den nordvastra delen avl^et ' 

En talesman for det talibanska^infonhatiof^epa'rte- 
mentet i Kabul sade att hela provmseti erbvrStf-6cK att ' 
trupperna knappt mott n^got motst^d^an sade att • 
motstandarsldan flydde hals over hiivudocH lamnade • 
efter sig nastan all utrustning. Talibanerna.ar .nu pd 
marsch mot nasta provins, Jowzjan,- sadetalesmannen. 

Tidigare hade den privatagda afghanska ^nyhets- ■ 
tjansten AIP i Pakistan rapporterat att taliljarieifTna in- ) 
tagit Faryabs provinshuvudstad Maimana. PVTT-AFP ' 



rider i Afghanistan 



Hirda 

AFGHANISTAN. H&fKa strider rasade pa m^dagen i 
nordvastra Afghanistan mellan talibanemas styrkor 
och oppositionen. 

Den talibanske befalhavaren Mullah Abdul Mutt- 
mayan sade fr^ sitt hogkvarter i provinsen Kandahar 
att offensiven ar riktad mot Jozjanprovinsen och dess 
huvudort Shebergan. Dar har rebelledaren Rashid Dos- 
tam sitt hogkvarter. 

I sondags intog talibanema grannprovinsen Faryab. 
Uppgiften har bekraftats av vasterlandska kallor. Ta- 
libanema kontrollerar 85 procent av Afghanistan och 
har dar infort sin egen stranga tolkning av islam. AP 



Talibanernas offensiv hejdad 

AFGHANISTAN. Talibanemas offensiv i nordvastra Af- 
ghanistan har hejdats, uppgav oppositionen p^ tisda- 
gen. 

Harda strider har rasat de senaste dagarna i nord- 
vast och den talibanske befalhavaren Mullah Abdul 
Muttmayan sade i m^ndags att offensiven ar xiktad 
mot Jozjanprovinsen och dess huvudort Shebergan. 
Dar har rebelledaren Rashid Dostam sitt hogkvarter. 

- Vi har hejdat dem och skurit av alia vagar fr^ 
Maimana till Jozjan, sade en anonjon oppositionstales- 
man. 

Maimana ar huvudstad i grannprovinsen Faryab, 
som talibanerna intog i sondags. Det var talibanernas 
storsta militara framg^g i denna del av landet. De 
drevs ut darifrdn i maj 1997.^fJ f^l^ ^<jg AP 



FN hotar bryta hjalp 
tiM Afghanistanl/f ,98^ 

himm efler ett note med FN:s sSk.rh«S i Nai York 
na. T digare udner dagen hade utlandska hjipaJbSJe fl^f' 

. Pa fredag startar FN-diskussioner pa hog 
niva om den humanitara situationen i Af- 
ghanistan. Ett beslut att dra sig ur det fatti- 

gaochkngsharjadelandetskullevaramyck- 1*""^ 
et kontroversiellt, eftersom det skulle sla 

hart mot redan utsatta manniskor. tt-afp Mt^.i2-13 



FN hotar avbiyt; 



hjalp till Afghanistan 

S\Ji^ fXj^ ^I^BUL, TT-AFP standsarbetama har varken 

► Forhallandet mellan inter- vatten, el eller fonster och re- 

nationella hjalporgan och den parationskostnadema, som 

radikalt islamiska regimen i beraknas till motsvarande ca 

Afghanistan hotas av totalt attamiljonerkronor,mastebi- 

sammanbrott. FN kan konraia standsorganen sta for sjalva. 
attdrasigurlandet,vilketskul- Ordem om forflyttning ska 

le stalla massor av manniskor ha konmiit fran talibanledaren 

utan livsnodvandigt bistand. sjalv, mullah Mohammed 

- Vi ar pa vag mot en total- Omar, och ar darfor inte for- 

konfrontation och offret for handlingsbarenligthjalparbe- 

denblirbistandettillKabul,sa- tare, 
de en kalla i bistandskretsar pa 

onsdagen. Pdrsv&rar £3r kvinnor 

Talibanregimen har ankla- Kallor inom bl a FN och Inter- 
gat hjalporganisationerna for nationella rodakorskommit- 
suspekta aktiviteter och en ten uppger att halsovardsde- 
langvarig konflikt rader kring partementet i Kabul nu gjort 
kvinnors tillgang till halso- det narmast omojligt for af- 
vard. ghanska kvinnor att arbeta lag- 

Nu har laget blivit akut ge- ligt inom sjukvarden. 
nom att hjalporganen uppma- I tisdags sade FN:s speciel- 

nats att flytta sina kontor till la sandebud i Afghanistan, 

forfallna byggnadema i hu- LakhdarBrahimi,attFNhaller 

vudstadens fore detta teknis- pa att tappa talamodet med ta- 

ka hogskola. Omkring 30 orga- libanregimen. Varldsorgani- 

nisationer har fatt ultimatum sationen kan till och med kom- 

och maste svara ja senast pa ma att dra bort sina humanita- 

sondag eller lamna landet. ra hjalpprojekt fran landet, en- 

De lokaler sompatvingas bi- ligt Brahimi. 



! 



EU stryper bistand 
till Afghanistan 



L: EU-kommissionen avbrot i gar omedelbart alia hu- 
manitara bistandsprojekt i den afghanistanska huvudstaden 
Kabul. Det sade en tjansteman inom kommissionen pa lord- 
gen. Beslutet fdljde pa den islamistiska taliban-rorelsens krav 
att flera stora bistandsorganisationer ska flytta sina kontor 
till den sonderskjutna fore detta tekniska hogskolan i utkan- 
ten av staden. Anlaggningenhar varken fonster, el eller vatten. 
Talibanledningen har kr avt att bistandsorganisationerna flyt- 
tar pa sondagen eller lamnar landet. tt-reuters 



Talibaner I hirda strider ^^^^/-f^ 

AFGHANISTAN. Talibanema utkampar ^ter h^da stri- 
der med oppositionen i norra Afghanistan. Under hel- 
gen gick oppositionen till offensiv mot talibanernas 
stallningar i provinsen Faryab. 

For en vecka sedan uppgavs talibanema, som kon- 
trollerar85 procent av landet, ha vunnit en viktig seger 
motoppositionsstyrkorna nar de intog Faryab. 

Framg^gen var talibanernas storsta pd ett dr. 

En oppositionstalesman uppgav for nyhetsbyrdn AP 
att oppositionen dtererovrat den strategiska orten Qay- 
sar i Faryab, vilket talibanerna bestrider. 

Omradet ar mycket otillgangligt och det ar sv^t att 
kontrollera parternas uppgifter. 

Vastkallor uppgav att talibanerna fortfarande kon- 
trollerar provinshuvudstaden Maimana, men att sta- 
den utsatts for hdrd artillerield. 



AP 
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De islamistiska talibanema tog mak- 
ten i Afghanistan 1996 och sedan 
dess f6r dfe -"i isMaisiianfe- krig mot vad 
de uppfattar som Afghanistans gudlos- 
het. Med jamhand styr och kontroUerar 
de allt liv i delar av landet, och manskliga 
rattigheter ar ett for lange §ed«i #&Ent 
begrepp. 

Huvudstaden Kabul ar sedan tiden un- 
der so\jetinflytandet, syndemas naste, i 
talibanemas ogon. I kampen mot gudlos- 
heten och i forsvarcindet av den "kvinnli- 
ga hedem" kanner talibanemas vidriga 
maktutovande inga granser. 

Kvinnoma fdr inte langre gS i skola, och 
i hemmen skall de tk moralundervisning. 

Kvinnorfla mydS^^s bdcom sina 
burkor. Inte ens ogonen fSr synas bakom 
det absolut heltackande kladesplagget. 
En blottad vrist eller hMest leder till be- 
straffrifeng. Bakpm ansiktsnaten ar det 
svSrt att andas och sv^rt att se ut. 

Mannen tvingas att anlagga skagg. 
Minst en nave l^gt skall det vara. 

Nyligen fSibjdds innehav avTV- odi vi- 
deoapparater. Sedan tidigare ar under- 
hillning i form av musikkassetter och fil- 




mer ocksk for- 
tqud^ oefc att 
offentligt spela 
flojt eller att 
klappa takten 
till musikar inte 
att tanka pi. 
■ AUt liv beva- 
kas av turban- 
och skaggbe- 
kladda man 
frin sedlighets- 
ministeriet. 

Situationen 
kaims nast- 
intill hopplos. 
Finns det nigot 
man kan gora for att manniskoma i Af- 
ghanistan skall slippa ifrin detta jordens 
helvete? 

Sedan islamistregjmen i forra vedkan 
kravde att intemationella hjalparbetare 



en bestammer 




skall flytta tiU 
sarskll^ lo- 
kaler utanfor 
Kabul, borjar 
omvarldens 
missnoje ^yo 
blossa upp. 



EU-kaUor 
har latit 
meddela att 
EU med stor 
sannolikhet 
kommer att 
dra in allt sitt 
humanitara 
bistind till de av talibanema kontroUera- 
deomridena. 

Diskussioner c»n tillbakadragande av 
humanitart bistind fors aven inom FN 
och andFAorganisationer. 



Det ar aldrig oproblematiskt att dra in 
humanitart bistind. Omkring 60 
procent av invlinama i Kabul Mr beroen- 
de av det vatten och den mat och halso- 
vird som det humanitara bistindsorgani- 
satioflema tiflhandaliMer. 

De fattiga och fortryckta manniskoma, 
som redan Uder, kommer att lida annu 
mer utan bistind. 

Men det kan S andra sidan inte vara 
rimligt att ge bistSnd till en regim som har 
infort konsapartheid och som helt strun- 
tar i allt vad manskliga rattigheter heter. 

Frigan om ett indragande av bistSndet 
kan hja^a till att stjalpa de giKistc^tande 
mannen fr§n makten. 

Kffiice ar det si attfrusna bistdnd i kom- 
bination med tydliga in- 
temationella fordoman- 
den- inte nitetMn andra 
muslimska stater - kan 
hjalpa det afghanistanska 
f olket ut ur f ortrycket? 

Det enda som vi saikert 
vet Mr att som det ar nu, 
gir utvecklingen i Afgha- 
nistani alia falljnte framit.,- 




Katrin 



Signerat/Charlotta Friborg 



Da/ 



Det barbariska kriget mot 




Kriget mot synden har hogsta prioritet i Af- 
ghanistan. Den fundameritalistiska taiiban- 
regimen har forbjudit tevetittande, musik, 
fotografering. kontakt med utlanningar, vas- 
terltndsk klSdsel, homdsexualitet, nagel- 
lack, ja till och med burfiglar och bamens 
drakar. Brett mot lagarna straffas h^. Am- 
nesty International rapporterar om amputa- 
tioner, tortyr, dodsstraff och fangslande av 
olikttnkand&. 

Men det mest barbariska kriget mot det 
egna folket fdrs mot kvimidma. NMr taliba- 
nema erovrade de sodra delama av Afgha- 
nistan 1996 halsade det krigstrotta folket 
dem som befriare. Efter 20 ir av krig, kon- 
flikter. fbrodelse och internt kaos hoppades 
man p4 lugn och'stabilitet. Den varsta anar- 
kin upphorde visserligen, men det stod nast- 
an omedelbart klart att talibanregimens 
lugn byggde pi omfattande politisk repres- 
sion, Strang korantrogen rattsskipning och 
pi ett firuktansvart kviimofortryck. 

Talibanema har forbjudit fUckor att gi i 
skolan. Kvinnor tvingas bSra heltSckande 
: traditionell kladsel, och den som {>ryter mot 
! regleraa riskerar spostraff. Kvinnor fir inte 
i heller arbeta utanfor hemmet, utom i medi- 
I oinska yrkep. Syftet med detta fortyck ar en- 
! ligt tafibanema att Bfsvara kvinnomas Sr- 
i barhet. 

Merparten av talibanema kommer frin 
i landsbygden eller frin flyktinglagren i Pa- 
kistan. De fiesta har ingen annan utbildning 
an den islamistiska iridoktrinermg de fitt i 
koranskoioma. Huvudstaden, liabul ses av 
dem som syndens frimsti hiemvist och diet 
ar ocksi dar fortrycket ar varst. 
Tidskriften Newsweek rapporterar i sitt 




Burkas ar den kladedrakt som den talibanska 
regimen pabjuder fdr kvinnor. 

senaste nummer om hur patruHer utsanda 
av regimen dinar omkring i hilar pi Kabuls 
gator for att se till att mvinarna foljer de se- 
naste pibuden. Det ar dock inte alltid si latt 
att veta exakt vad som ir flirbjudet. Taliba- 
nema andrar de detaljerade lagarna ochlev- 
nadsreglema frin dag tUl aiman. 

Lugnet som talibanema skapat ar emellertid 
ett lugn pi ytan. Talibanema behSrskar i 
dag tvi tredjedelar av Afghanistan, men i 
norr pagir fortfarande strider mot opposi- 



tionella grupper. Fredssjontalen som skulle 
' agt nim i Pakistan i villas Brdt saimnan in- 
nan de ens hann borja. 

Mot denna bakgrund ar talibanregimens 
lovordande av Pakistans kamvapenprov 
synnerligen skrammande. "Viceministem i 
talibanemas ministerium for 'framjande av 
dygder och undertryckande av synd' bar fdr- 
klarat att karavapen ir ett m^cket tillforlit- 
ligt vapen i forsvaret mot de otrogna och att 
hans regering onskar sig ett sidant vapen", 
skriver ambassador Lars Norberg i Modema 
Tider. Han fortsatter: "En eskalerande kam- 
vapenkapprustning i Sydasien kan i varsta 
faU vara borjan pi en okontroUerad kamva- 
penspridning till andra delar av varlden - ja 
ocksi till rena gangsterregimer." 

Afghanistan ar en av Asiens varsta konfUkt- 
hardar. Varldssamfundet miste oka pressen 
for att fi de stridande partema till seriSsa 
forhandlingar. Det svenska bistind som ka- 
naliseras via friviUigorganisationer ar av 
stor betydelse fdr att bygga upp informella 
skolor och andra typer av mstitutioner pi 
landsbygden, dar talibanemas grepp <an be- 
folkningen ar nigot svagare. Intemationella 
msatser for att starka de moderata krafter- 
na i Afghanistan ar nodvandiga, innan varl- 
den fitt annu en stat med tillging tUl kam-: 
vapen pi halsen. 

Medarbetare pi ledarredaktionen. 
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Bistands- ^ 

arbetare 
mordade i 
Afghanistan 



Fran TT/AFP 

KABUL Tva afghanska bi- 
standsarbetare hittades i 
helgen mordade sedan de bli- 
vit kidnappade i staden Jala- 
labad i ostra Afghanistan, 
uppgav tva FN-organisatio- 
ner. De b^da mannen arbeta- 
de for FN:s flyktingkommis- 
sariat respektive FN:s 
varldslivsmedelsprogram. 

En talesman for flykting- 
kommissariatet sade att han 
inte visste vilka som lag bak- 
om morden men att en ut- 
redning pagick. Morden 
skedde i en zon som kontrol- 
leras av den islamistiska ta- 
libanmilisen. 

De styrande talibanerna i 
Afghanistans huvudstad Ka- 
bul gjorde pa mtodagsmor- 
gonen razzior mot bistands- 
kontor och grep lokalan- 
stalld personal, sedan orga- 
nisationerna vagrat dtlyda 
order att flytta till nya loka- 
ler i utkanten av staden. 

Bistandskallor i Kabul 
sade att den islamistiska ta- 
libanrorelsen tycktes ha valt 
ut ett antal bist^ndsorgani- 
sationer, vilkas kontor skul- 
le beslagtas. 

- Detta ar slutet for de ut- 
landska frivilligorganisatio- 
nerna i Kabul, och formodli- 
gen borjan till slutet for ut- 
lanningarna i storsta all- 
manhet, sade Charles Mac- 
Fadden, chef for frivilligor- 
ganisationernas samarbets- 
organ Acbar. 

De utianningar som arbetar 
for den franska organisatio- 
nen Internationell medi- 
cinsk hjalp (AMI) hann satta 
sig i sakerhet i gryningen in- 
nan razzian gjordes, men 
den afghanska personalen 
greps och talibanerna tog lo- 
kalerna i besittning. Aven 
organisationerna Aktion 
mot hungern och Solidarites 
fick sina lokaler och utrust- 
ning beslagtagna. 

Pa eftermiddagen trangde 
en militar talibanstyrka in 
pa EU-kommissionens bi- 
standskontor i Kabul, drev 
ut aersonalen och bommade 
igen byggnaden. 

- Vi forklarade att vi inte 
ar nagon frivilligorganisa- 
tion och att vi har halvdiplo- 
matisk stallning, men de 
lyssnade inte pa oss, sade en 
afghansk anstalld. 

I lordags lamnade EU- 
kommissionens utlandska 
personal Afghanistan av sa- 
kerhetsskal. 
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Afghanistan 

Raketanfall. Fyra perso- 
ner dodades och flera 
skadades nar raketer pa 
sondagen slog ned i Ka- 
bul, i ett av de varsta 
anfallen mot den afghan- 
ska huvudstaden p^ nar- 
mare ett ^r. Enligt ogon- 
vittnen var det minst tio 
raketer som traffade sta- 
den pd formiddagen. AP 
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FN HAR DRAGIT NER sin 
hjalpverksamhet i Afghanistan 
utom den rent livsuppehallan- 
de. Andra organisationer .har 
helt avbnitit sina insatser. 
Nu f orlorar sjukhusen laka- 
re som bistdndsorganen 
betaiade. Mediciner borjar 
saknas. Vattenforsorjning 
havererar . nar tekrakerna 
si^ skptte pumparniai iam- 
natiandet. 

Men de olyckliga besluten 
blev till sist nodvandiga. Ansva- 
ret faller pa ledama for den fun- 
damentalistiska talibanrorel- 
sen. Med talibanema vid mak- 
ten i Kabul i tva ar har varlden 
f4tt med en regim att gora som 
foref aller unik i sin ondska. 

Deras avsikt har varit att driva 
ut bistandsarbetare, framst for 



att manga kraftigt reagerat mot 
talibanemas ytterst grova for- 
tryck av Afghanistans kvinnor. 

Att bryta bistandsinsatser ar 
alltid ett-SVart avgorande; beho- 
vande manniskor lamnas at sitt 
dde^medan deras herrar i rege- 
ringar och armeer alltid tycks 
kunna leva vidare i trygghet och 
valstand. 

Tog avst^nd fran bojkott 

Svenska Afghanistankommit- 
ten har hittills tagit avstand fran 
demonstrations- och bojkottpo- 
litik. Kommitten har natt be- 
gransade* men aktningsvarda 
framgaiigar med att oka.antalet 
flickor i utbildning (over 30 000 
J de syeiiskstpdda skolorna), till 
och^meid?^ landS|?gdsomradra 
und^r talibiahernas styre. \ 



Det ar riktigt att konssegrega- 
tionen i Afghanistan ar en 
uraldrig samhallsfSreteelse. 
Det later sig sagas att talibaner- 
na egentligen tSlampar patriar- 
kaliska regler 1 det pashtunska 
samhalle de tillhor, inte islamsk 
renhet feltolkad. Att de mest ra- 
biata antivasthga kraftema kan 
uppmuntras avbistandsarbetar- 
nasretratt; 

HalsovSrd^ma forbjuds 

Men nSr regimen fysiskt hin- 
drar kvinnor att uppsoka sjuk- 
hus, att arbeta" utom hemmen 
och hos bistandsorganen? Nar 
absurda'hinder staplas, nar hal- 
sovardama forbjuds att anvan- 
da avbildningar av mannisko- 
kroppen for att de ar ogudakti- 
ga/vad Merstar? ^ \ 



-V 

Bistlndsgivare kan ha en anr 
nan ^ an mottigMiisaidet pa 
till exempel kvinnornas delta- 
gande i samhallslivet. Sa lange 
olika uppfattningar i nagon me- 
ning kan brytas mot varanii eller 
"tavla", ar det forsvarbart att sla 
vakt om bistand aven under det| 
svirastemotstand. | 

Men i talibanernas Afghani-^ 
Stan handlar det om att ett sys- 
tem genomfors med diktat och 
vald for att skilja kviimomas 
samhalle fran mannens, och av- 
vikelser tillats inte ens i de hov 
sammaste former. 

Om bistMsfolkelS arbete: 
hjalper manniskor iSr .dagen 
men i langa loppet endast bi- 
drar till att lasa in dem i ett vid- 
rigt system, da ar gransen nadd 
for vad som stir att utratta. 
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Talibanema 
bommar 
igen norskt 
hjalpkontor 

Z 7/ ^ ^ ^ OSLO/TT-NTB 

• Den norska hjalporganisatio- 
nen Kirkens Nodhjelp tvingadeSj 
pa sondagseftermiddagen 
stanga sitt kontor i Afghanistan. 
Landets starkt konservativa 
muslimska taliban-regim bom-' 
made igen bade kontoret och de 
tva norska hjalparbetamas pri- 
vata bostader inne i huvudsta- 
den Kabul, rapporterade orga- 
nisationen i Oslo. 

Partner far fortsatta 

Ingen av hjalparbetama Toril 
Borud och Jan Ahlander var da 
kvar i landet. Borud reste ut i 
fredags och Ahlander har for- 
sokt att fa atervanda till Afgha- 
nistan fran Pakistan men fatt nej 
av talibanema. 

Enligt utlandschefen Stein 
Villumsted far dock Kirkens; 
Nodhjelps lokala partner fort-: 
satta att arbeta. 



Traffas i Pakistan 

Narmare 40 frivilligorganisatio- 
ner har nu stoppats av talibanre- • 
geringen, enligt uppgift darfor • 
att de har vagrat att l^ta sig fosas 
samman i en utbombad skol- 
byggnad utan vatten, el, tak eller 
fonster. Pa tisdag ska de utland- 
ska hjalporganisationer som 
verkar i Afghanistan samman- 
trada i Pakistan for att dryfta en 
gemensam hallning till restrik- 
tionema. Motet sker inom ra- 
men for deras paraplyorganisa- 
tion Acbar. 

- Bland vara krav ar att vi, 
om det blir mojligt att arbeta i 
landet i framtiden, inte ska fa 
nigra diktat om vad vi ska gora 
och att vi ska kunna besoka lan- 
det och diskutera projekt, sade 
Stein Villumsted. 



Talibaner fullbordar utvisning 

KaJ)ul: Talibanska milispatruUer fullbordade pa tisdagen 
stangningen av utlandska ickestatliga bistandsorganisatio- 
ner. Ytterligare ett antal utlandska hjalparbetare lamnade lan- 
det. Bland dem som drabbades pa tisdagen var franska La- 
kare utan granser. Hittills har narmare 20 organisationer 
tvingats sluta sin verksamhet i Kabul och andra talibankon- 
trollerade delar av Afghanistan, sedan de vagrat att flytta sina 
kontor till den utbombade fore detta skolbyggnad i Kabul dit 
talibanema hanvisat dem. 

Den f5reslagna gemensamma bistandsbyggnaden saknar 
el och vatten och kostnaden for upprustningen skuUe uppga 
till cirka atta miljoner kroner; en summa som bistandsorga- 
nisationerna sjalva skulle fa sta for. tt-afp^.'3> ^^7-^8" 



Tidsfrist fran FN 

Sedan friviUigorganisationerna 
kastats ut ar det bara FN och 
Roda korset som fortfarande 
far operera i de delar av Afgha- 
nistan som talibanema styr. Ef- 
ter att ha beskyllts for eftergi- 
venhet mot den fundamentalis- 
tiska talibanregimen satte FN 
nyhgen hart mot hart. Varlds- 
organisationen gav da taliba- 
nema en frist till slutet av au- 
gusti att dra tillbaka sitt dekret 
om att tvinga ut frivilligrorel- 
serna. De miste ocksa klargora 
sin syn pa diskrimineringen av 
kvinnor, som varken tillats att 
arbeta eller att fa hjalp eller un- 
dervisning. 

Forlorar bistand 

Fram till dess lamnar FN bara 
livsnodvandigt bistand. FN har 
for talibanema understrukit att 
mellan tva tredjedelar och tre 
^rdedelar av den intemationel- 
la hjalpen kommer fran frivillig- 
organisationema och att FN inte 
amnar fylla ut tommmmet efter 
dem. 

Tidningama i Kabul har enligt 
Villumsted bagatelliserat itgar- 
den att kasta ut frivilligorganisa- 
tipnerna. och har,deklarerat att 
^vi litaf pa Gud och paF>r\ 



Talibanema slog till 
mot bistandskontor 

Kabul: De styrande talibanema i Afghanistans huvudstad 
Kabul gjorde pa mandagsmorgonen razzior mot bistands- 
kontor och grep lokalanstalld personal, sedan organisatio- 
nema vagrat itlyda order att flytta till nya lokaler i utkanten 
av staden. Bistandskallor i Kabul sade att den islamistiska ta- 
libanrorelsen tycktes ha valt ut ett antal bistandsorganisa- 
tioner, vilkas kontor skulle beslagtas. 

De drabbade organisationema ar Internationell medicinsk 
hjalp (AMI), Aktion mot hungem och Solidarites som fick 
sina lokaler och utmstning beslagtagna. 

En talibansty rka trangde sig aven in pa EU-kommlssionens 
bistandskontor i Kabul, drev ut personalen och bommade 
igen byggnaden. I lordags lamnade EU-kommissionens ut- 
landska personal Afghanistan av sakerhetsskal, sedan tali- 
banema anklagat EU-kommissionaren for humanitara fra- 
gor, Enmia Bonino, for att utnyttja bistandet for kristen pro- 
paganda. Tva afghanska bistandsarbetare hittades i helgen 
mordade sedan de blivit kidnappade i staden Jalalabad i os- 
tra Afghanistan, uppgav tva FN-organisationer. 

De bada mannen arbetade for FN:s flyktingkommissariat 
respektive FN:s varldslivsmedelsprogram. En talesman for 
flyktingkonunissariatet sade att han inte visste vilka som lag 
bakom morden men att en utredning pagick. Morden sked- 
de i en zon som kontrolleras av talibanema. tt-afp 

«^ W - <5 g- 

Tv-apparat otillatet 
noie i Afghanistan 
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3^ I"? ^^<^ABUL, TT-AFP, AP 

►VilDevapnade talibanska 
milisgrupper gick pa torsda- 
gen runt i den afghanska hu- 
vudstaden Kabul och slog sen- 
der tv- och videoapparater. 

Enligt ogonvittnen sparrade 
ambulerande enheter fran de- 
partementet for framjandet av 
dygd och undertryckande av 
synd av ett kvarter i centmm 
av staden, dar de gjorde razzior 
i affarer och bar ivag eller kros- 
sade de otillatna elektroniska 
apparater de kunde hitta. 

- Det ar svart att argumen- 
tera mot dem, kommenterade 
en handelsman som just tving- 
ats lanma ifran sig en tv-appa- 
rat och en videobandspelare 
till ett par automatvapenfor- 
sedda milisman. 

Pa en gata sags talibaner 
slanga ut tv-apparater fran en 
balkong pa andra vaningen. 

B:orajien enda ndjet 

En talesman for dygdedepar- 
tementet sade att razzian varit 
framgangsrik. Redan innan 
man ens borjat gora husun- 
dersokningar i bostader hade 
man fatt fram mer an 100 olag- 
liga tv-apparater. 

Torsdagens aktion gor slut 
pa alia spekulationer om att ta- 
libanema skulle kunna tanka 
sig att tillata vissa typer av tv- 
program. Talibanema har, i sin 
stravan att gora Afghanistan 



till varldens mest renodlat 
muslimska land, forbjudit alia . 
nojen utom hoglasning av Ko- \ 
ranen. 

Smugglingenavblandannat \ 
tv-apparater fran landernavid \ 
Persiska viken via Afghanistan : 
till Pakistan kommer dock in- \ 
te att upphora, eftersom den \ 
gerdetstatligaflygbolagetAri- \ 
ana - och darmed talibanema ] 

sjalva - stora inkomster. i 

J 

Sliirmotkvinnonia \ 

Tv och video var ett uppskat- \ 
tat satt for Afghanistans hart i 
trangda kvinnor att fbrstro sig. \ 

- Det var som att ha en liten : 
del av vart forna liv, sager As- \ 
hia Jamila, tidigare larare, till ^ 
nyhetsbyran AP. ; 

Kabuls enda biograf, som 
mest brukade visa indiska \ 
dansfilmerochkarlekshistori- ! 
er, ar forstas stangd. Redan for- j 
ra aret forbjods iimehav av vi- j 
deoband, men forbudet utvid- j 
gades forst nyligen till att ock- j 
sa omfatta videobandspelare ' 
och tv-apparater. 

- Tv-apparater och parabo- 
ler korrumperar de ungas mo- 
ral, sager den talibanske rege- 
ringstjanstemannen Haji Mul- 
lah Qalamuddin. 

Talibanema tog over makten 
i den afghanska huvudstaden 
Kabul 1996, men kontrollerar 
inte hela landet. Inbordeskrig 
pagar i norra Afghanistan. ' 
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"Talibaner segrade i norr'^i^^^ 

KabiU: Talibanregimen har vunnit nya segrar i norra delen 
av Afghanistan, uppgav inrikesminister Hynillah Elhyrkhaw 
pa lordagen. Khyrkhaw, som ocksa ar befalhavare over tali- 
banforbanden i den nordliga Faryabprovinsen, sade att bans 
soldater tagit kontroU over tva distrikt det senaste dygnet. En- 
ligt Khyrkhaw kontroUerar nu talibanema 70 procent av pro- 
vinsen. Inga konkreta uppgifter om dodsoffer, annat an stora 
fbrluster %: motstandarsidan, forekom. En oppositionskalla 
fbrnekar forlustema och sager att striderna fortsatter. De har- 
da striderna i Faryab har pagatt sedan i borjan av juli. 

Samtidigt meddelade tv-kanalen BBC att talibanema pa 
lordagen skuUe motte FN-tjansteman for att diskutera hjalp- 
arbetet i landet. Organisationer tvingades bort ur landet for 
tva veckor sedan och nu ber FN talibanema att "tanka om". 
Senare meddelades att motet tillfalligt skiutits fram. ap, svd 



Talibanema forbereder anfall 

AFGHANISTAN. Hundratals invanare flydde staden Ma- 
zar-i-Sharif pa tisdagen undan talibanernas vantade an- 
tall. Roda korset, Radda Barnen och Lakare utan gran- 
ser har evakuerat de sista hjalparbetarna frdn staden. 

Mazar-i-Sharif ar ett av oppositionens sista starka fas- 
ten i Afghanistan. Den extremistiska islamiska taliban- 
regimen har redan kontroU over lejonparten av landet 
och ]ynde^|PPortera om nya segrar p^ tisdagen. AP 

Talibaner vagrar kompromissa 

Kabul: Talibanmilisen i Afghanistan awisar alia tankar om 
en uppgorelse med oppositionen om Mazar-i-Sharif, oppo- 
sitionens starka faste i norr. 

Talibanstyrkorna fortsatte den framryckning som inled- 
des under den gangna helgen. Strider pagick pa onsdagen 
mindre an tio mil oster och vaster om Mazar-i-Sharif 

En talesman for talibanema, Abdul Hai Mutmaen, sade pa 
onsdagen att talibanema kommer att kunna erovra den nor- 
ra delen av landet med militara medel. Mutmaen tillade att 
milisen inte kan tanka sig att godta nagot annat an de anti- 
talibanska styrkomas "fullstandiga underkastelse och kapi- 
tulation". tt-afp 5\/'t> g- — 



Harda strider i Afghanistan 

AFGHANISTAN. Harda strider utbrot pd fredagen i norra 
Afghanistan mellan talibanmilisen och den oppositio- 
nella alUans som haller omradets storsta stad Mazar-i- 
S har It, sade oberoende kallor. 

Enligt kallorna har oppositionen fort in forstark- 
nmgar till Mazar-i-Sharif fran den shiamuslimska mi- 
lisen Hezb-i-Wahdat. En talesman for oppositionen 
sade att talibanema gjort flera forsok att rycka fram 
mot staden men att alia anfall hade slagits tiDbaka 

Oppositionstrupperna slog ocks^ till mot lokala kom- 
mendanter som nyss anslutit sig till talibanema 

En oberoende kalla sade att Mazar-i-Sharif inte fore- 
roll omedelbart hotat av talibanerna.Pxj ?/S-$^-AFP 



Tadzjikistan starker grans 

MOSKVA. Tadzjikistan har forstarkt gransen tiU Afghani- 
stan 1 radsla for att striderna dar kan sprida sig. 

Beslut fattades om fbrstarkningarna sedan talibansoldater 
intagit den storsta staden i norra Afghanistan, Mazar-i- 
bharil. Staden ar belagen bara sex mil fran gransen tiU Tadzji- 
Kistan. 

Bitradande premiarminister Abdurachmon Azimov havda- 
de att talibanema i vissa omraden befann sig sa nara som tva 
tm fyra mil fr^n gransen. 

Aven ryska soldater deltar i fdrstarkningen av gransen 
uppgav Itar-Tass. Ryssland har uppemot 25 000 soldater sta- 
tJonerado i Tadzjikistan for att stodia regermijoii ocli bevaka 
granserna. ^IC^^J ^ //yj^ ///(f--^/FLT-AP) 



^ — ~ < 3 

■1 — ^ 



: > 
i ^ 

S3 

ST 



d "3 *"* 

W ?a 2; 5 >i2 

. era w crs 
^£ ^ =• 2^ =2 =^ 

^ r-f _ ?r 



^ «i 



5r < CO 



C 73 X 

rr i: i; 

7: 

v. — ■ -: 




2 era ^ 

-4. cfl 2 



•1^5 

23: 
^ — (/» 

w <: ^ 

C V5 w 
'X. -!? O 



X '1 
C* -3 5 i3 



o- 2 

m CD o — 

S 3 s r 



c 
< 



- o 

- 75 

X o < 

ii. s o 



< O 

&3 3:'' 



O 3 



o m 

z 2. 

CO ^ 

S" o 



CD 
CO 
■D 

o 

3 
Q. 
0) 
3 



o 

3 



^1 

I 




CO 



S ^ = ^2. x" : 

3 era' - - 
3 CD CO :n s;: 

O 3 
CD 3) C 



ct> 

ora c 
• S3: cr 

3 CD 
CO 
: CD CD 
3 

. • 



2> 5r 

CO 
CD 



03 Q 



CD 



era 
w« so 

3 

TO 2. 

as r- 



3- S 
zl 00 ^- 



&3 



c/3 f-i Qi y 



4 

as 



2L 

CD 



O Si 

o 



CD O 



c 

; c* 



V-/ 

• 1 1 H.' 



CO 25 

as: 

CD 23 

3 

^? 

3 3 

. CO 



S3 

o CD 

= 2 c^" 
CO ' 

C < ' 
3: C30 CO 
S^3 O 



= 3 

as'' Jl 



*^ < 

>—• CD ^ 

^ *— . 

f;;^ - a- 

ro =^ " 



3 O: 

CO 



2 M 

cr ft) 

CD 2 



a3 5^ CO 
as CD 

CO 3 

5: CO* 
O O 



B,5 

CO o 

as 73 



3 X 

^3 O 
C3* 3 

CD 

5:0? 
CO 

?r — 

a: 

S ^' 

CD « 

era 

CD O: 



^ S ClS CD 



a3 



CD 



CD 22- 

3 ^: 

rr CO 

^ ?r 

era as 
>-*■ 1-^ 

as 

CO 

03: r*" 
._ 3 £3 

M ' 

cr 
as 

era 3 

CD CD 



CD 



6 3 



as ° 
3 

CO CO 

as 

3 CO 



as: era _ 

CL 3 

as 3 as 

3 era 3 
a 3 
CD as 



as 

CO < 
3 as: 



CL — on 3 

2 s-a^ 

- 3 a 3. 
as o.^ 3? 

c CD ?r 3' 



— -•30 



— -» Q 23 ^ m < — - — — » flj 



CO 



5 3- 

3 O: 

CO 

as- ca- 
CO 
5;' 

3 ^ 

r* CD 
3 

< 



CO 



CO 23 

o 3. 



fi} 



as: 



CD 



CO N3 

aT ^ 

^5 
c c; 
3 

CD 

"t ^ 

as CO 
CD as 



0). 

(A 
•"■^ 

O: 

a. 

Q} 
< 



3- » 2 
=: 0) 3 

«>* 3 (O" 

5" 3' Q- 

tt o » 



3 

fi> 3 (D 



IS 

3 



c (0 ST 



3" oj:t3 3 

— O: O 

=f 3 O 
D tt: 3 
Q. ^ ® 

A CD 3 

^ = 2. 

o ^ ea 
w (0 =: 

{D 3 



< O 

3 ?r 

3 o 

o -« 

-I Q, 

OB ^ 
^ <Q 

a Q}. 

m o 

C 03 

0 = 

3 O 

2=3- 



^ Q}: 

a ^ 
3 o 

3 = 

Q> q 

3- 3' 
m (D 

iJL 

O: Q] 

3-3 
c 

Q. 



O 03 

3^ o 

-» 

— Q): 
3 -1 

J2 

3-3 
(D 3 

3I 

O =: 
X" ' 



3 2. 
o 5 

3 
c 

00 

un 

"a 

o 
o 

CD 
3 

01 

< 



w ^ 55' 
Q- 9- 3 
>i2. 

E 3" 

<o i2. = 

^ 3 fl> 

O » 3 

(D 



7 

I— »- 
CD 



c 
o ' 
3 



3-5 



3 



3: 

CO co" 

o 

< CO 
'ZZ- O 

5.5 



>-» CD 

is 

CO 3 



as CO c 

3 

^ 3 
O" i3 

CO CO as 

o: ^ z:. 

TTfc 
_ ^3 
3 < ^ CO CD 

- ^ CO 3 



ui; era 

»- 3 CD 

5. as: as 

3 3 Q 

CO era s 

23 ^ CD CD 
_A 



(A 
fi) 

3 



era c-r* 

O —3 

CO Ci' 
CD CD CD 



as as 
3- era 

OS CD 
3- HI 



as o;3:as 



< era 
I— ♦ 

3- as» 



CD CD as 
as 



as: 



CO 



73 O 



/T> ^ 



C^ CO 

era w 3^ 
^- 11- 

as 



3 as «< 
ST 

3 as as 

— 323 

21 3 era 



CD 



-S 3- 

CD 

23 era 
3 3: 

■-s 

as: — 
" as 

era 

as CD 
75 



CD as 



o 3 



as as 

CO -I 



CD i-t 
3 3 

as 3 



as 73 
c as> 

CD 



3- CD 



CD 



O 
C^ 
3- 



: a. 

CD 

• "-t 

CO 

■ X 

as 

CD 
CD 



3 SJ «< 
3 CO 

^ CO 

~ 3 ^ 
2 3 3 

<^ 3* 

£ •-5 
73 CD 
333 

= as: 

5>3 E 

3: 3-0? 

l-f CD 
^ 3 
CD 3 

era 3 i-s 

CD CO CD 



as S. as 3 as 



£2^ 
3 

CO as 
•-J era 

3 

ja era 

CO r-t- 

CO 

as 

3 as 



Q- ^ 3 
CO CD r*i 

<^.^ 

^2 3" 
as 5 

CO 

;r o CD 

< 3 
- " 

3' as CD 
as 3:3 
as 



g - ^ co^ ^ 



as 73 

1-5 ^ 

CO as: 

n < 



o as 
CO S3 73 

as 



CO -rf 



O: 

•-s 



o 

3 

as 



CO 

O: 
TT 
P 

cr 
2- 

ajo 



5; 

CQ 

□r 
3 

ST 
3 



3 

CO 
TT 

CO 

i 
CO 

3 

Q- 

CD 
CO 

ST 





0 

o 



CO 

0* 



AFGHANISTAN 



Talibaner nara inta avgorande faste 



Kabul, tt-afp 
^ Den islamistiska talibanmi- 
lisen intog pa lordagsmorgo- 
nen Mazar-i-Sharif, den enda 
aterstaende storre afghanska 
stad som annu kontroUerats av 
oppositionen. 

Vasterlandska kallor i sta- 
den sade att talibanerna utan 
storre problem kunde ta sig in 
i staden. I gar kvall havdade op- 
positionen att de hade drivit 
tillbaka talibanerna fran sta- 
den efter tva timmars strider - 
nagot talibanerna fomekade. 
Men striderna om staden upp- 
gavs vara harda. Oppositionen 
verkade kampa vidare, trots att 
flerauppgifter talade om att ta- 
libanerna hade fStt kontroll 
over stora delar av staden 

B4rttryck 

Mazar-i-Sharif har statt imder 
hart tryck sedan talibanerna i 
forraveckanintogShibarghan, 
huvudstad i grannprovinsen 
Jowzjan och hemstad for den 
uzbekiske krigsherren Rashid 
Dostam, en av oppositionsal- 
liansens ledare. 

Civila i staden sade att 
oppositionssoldatema hade 
plimdrat vad de kunde komma 
over innan de flydde St syd- 
vast, i riktning mot det centrala 
hdglandet som fortfarande do- 
mineras av den shiamuslimska 
milisen Hezb-i-Wahdat. 

Enligt rapporter frSn bland 
andra den iranska nyhetsbyran 



Imastod delar av Mazar-i-Sha- 
rif i lagor och Itskilliga bygg- 
nader hade forstorts. 

Talibanemas intag i Mazar- 
i-Sharif ar ett svart diploma- 
tiskt bakslag for Iran, som av 
bade religiosa och geopolitis- 
ka skal gett omfattande stod at 
Hezb-i-Wahdat och den ovri- 
ga oppositionen. De sunni- 
extremistiska talibanerna har 
lika starkt stod av Pakistan. 
Bland de byggnader i Mazar-i- 

BAKGRUND 



Sharif som talibanerna snabbt 
erovrade sades vara det iran- 
ska konsulatet. Irans utrikes- 
minister vadjade pa lordags- 
middagen till talibanerna att 
skona personalens liv. 

Fdrnedrande nederlag 

Nar talibanerna forsta gangen 
intog Mazar-i-Sharif i maj for- 
ra aret, var det med hjalp av en 
kommendant i staden som brot 
med oppositionen. Nar samme 



kommendant efter bara nigra 
dagar vande sig fran talibaner- 
na drevs dessa ut under fome- 
drande former. Minst 2500 ta- 
libansoldater tros ha dodats 
och slangts i massgravar. 

Om talibanerna lyckas batt- 
re denna gang kommer oppo- 
sitionsstyrkoma att stangas 
inne i otillgangliga bergsom- 
raden i centrala Afghanistan 
respektive i nordost, varifran 
de far mycket svart att samla 




sig till nya motoffensiver. 

Talibanemas frammarsch 
oroar grannlandema Uzbekis- 
tan och Tadzjikistan, som nu 
fruktar talibansk inhltration 
over gransen. De ryska grans- 
trupperna i Tadzjikistan sades 
ha hojt sin beredskap. 



Ett styre praglat av straff" och fortryck 



► Talibanrorelsen dok upp i 
Afghanistan 1996 och de skor- 
dade da snabbt framgangar. 
Rorelsen bestod av imga man, 
ofta foraldraldsa, som vaxt 
upp i flyktinglager i Pakistan 
dar de studerat islams heliga 
texter. Med sin strikta tolk- 
ning av koranen ville de ren- 
sa upp i Afghanistan dar 
manga lokala krigsherrar ut- 
ovade utpressning mot lokal- 
befolkningen och plundrade 
transporter och manniskor 
som ^dades pa vagama. 

De fiesta som tiUhor tali- 
banrdrelsen ar pashtuner, Af- 
ghanistans etniskt storsta 
folkgrupp. I de sddra delama 
av Afghanistan - som domi- 



neras av pashtuner - halsades 
talibanerna valkomna. De 
lyckades pa manga hall ocksa 
verkligen rensa upp bland 
lokala plagoandar och skapa 
battre lag och ordning. Dess- 
utom ar pashtunema redan 
traditionellt mer konservativa 
an folkslagen i de norra delar- 
na av landet, och darfor mot- 
tes de inte av samma motstand 
som nar de har forsokt erovra 
andra delar av landet. 

Srigot togxx7 v&ndning 

Det var forst nar talibanerna 
intog huvudstaden Kabul, 
som inbordeskriget fick en ny 
vandning. Kabul har av tradi- 
tion varit en mer etniskt blan- 



dad stad och betydligt mer li- 
beral och sekulariserad an den 
pashtun-dominerade lands- 
bygden i sddra Afghanistan. 
Invinama i Kabul alades 
plotsligt att folja strikta is- 
lamska regler, exempelvis har 
kvinnor bannlysts firan att ar- 
beta och nu senast har tv-ap- 
parater forbjudits. Offentliga 
avrattningar har genomforts 
och befolkningen har skramts 
av de nya styrande som ocksi 
har kort ivag manga av de 
hjalparbetare som varit vikti- 
ga fSr afghanema. 

Nar talibanerna nu har in- 
tagit den strategiskt viktiga 
staden Mazar-i-Sharif i norr, 
betyder det att aven de etnis- 



ka minoritetema dar tvingas 
underkasta sig talibanemas 
harda styre. Dar bor framst 
uzbeker och andra folkslag 
med centralasiatiska rdtter. 

AniiftTi syn p& kvinnor 

Aven om de ocksa ar musli- 
mer, har de normalt haft en 
belt annan syn pa till exempel 
kvinnors mojlighet att arbeta. 
Talibanerna kommer att mota 
motstind nar de vill infora sitt 
strikta islamistiska styre i 
norr, men de har hittills inte 
visatteckenpaattmjuknautan 
forsoker tvartom i stallet be- 
straffa befolkningea 

Carina Stensson 
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Talibanerna starker sitt 

KABULOT-AFP och Uzbekistan, rapporterade 
• Talibanemas styrkor konso- 
liderade sitt grepp over den 
strategiskt viktiga staden Ma- 
zar-i-Sharif p4 sondagen med- 
an motstliidamas styrkor 
spreds for alia nordafghanska 
vindar. 

Under natten letade taliban- 
soldater genom staden efter de 
sista motstindsfickoma. Den 
dammiga staden var helt i deras 
hander med posteringar i kors- 
ningama och vid den turkosa 
fredagsmosken i centmm. 

- Det ar inte mycket vi kan 
gora just nu. Virt folk ar sking- 
rat. tillstod Asad UUah, tales- 
man for krigsherren Abdul 
Rashid Dostam vars styrkor 
korts ut ut staden. 

De styrkor som motsatter sig 
talibanemas valde h<\Iler fort- 
farande staden Hairatan p^ 
gransen mellan Afghanistan 



en talesman for talibanerna 
sondagen. 

Staden ligger vid Oxusfloden j 
sex mil norr om Mazar-i-Sha- \ 
rif. som nu beharskas av taUba- 
nema. 

I Hairatan finns krigsherren 
Abdul Rashid Dostams styr- 1 
kor. 

Uzbekistan forseglade sin 
grans jnot Afghanistan forra 
^ret av radsla for att kriget dar 
skall spilla over. Bron vid Hai- 
ratan ar kraftigt forsvarad med 
landminor och kulspmtenas- 
ten. 

Talibanska styrkor riktade 
pd sondagen ett angrepp mot 
oppositionens iterstdende 
st\Tkor norr om huvudstaden 
Kabul. Milisen har angripit 
Ahmed Ahah Masoods styr- 
kor. uppgav nyhetsbyrdn AIP 
som stdr talibanema nara. 



Mazar 



TT-AFP 

► Bade oberoende sagesman 
och oppositionskallor i Afgha- 
nistan bekraftade i gir att tali- 
banema nu skaffat sig full kon- 
troll over Mazar-i-Sharif, op- 
positionens sista viktiga stra- 
tegiska faste i norr. 

I Iran meddelades det att 
Teheran haller Pakistan an- 
svarigt for vad som sker med 
elva iranska diplomater som 
tagits till fanga av talibanerna 
i Mazar-i-Sharif 

Irans utrikesminister Ka- 
mal Kharrazi har i skarp ton 
klargjort tor Pakistans ambas- 
sad i Teheran att Iran vantar 



sig assistans fran Pakistan, 
som har mycket goda forbin- 
delser med talibanema. 

Iran vande sig pa mandagen 
ocksa tiU FN med en begaran 
om hjalp med att fa diploma- 
tema och en joumalist fria. De 
ska ha forts till sydvastra 
Afghanistan. 

En hog foretradare for den 
talibanfientliga oppositions- 
aUiansen erkande att alia for- 
sok att kora ut talibanerna ur 
Mazar-i-Sharif hade misslyck- 
ats. Men han tillade att ett nytt 
anfall forbereds. 

Oberoende kallor beskrev 
laget inne i Mazar-i-Sharif som 



lugnt, men att atskilliga lik lag 
kvar pa gatoma efter strider- 
na. 

Lordag-sondag agnade tali- 
banerna at sa kallade upp- 
rensningsaktioner. Medan de 
pagickfickbefolkningenorder 
att halla sig henrnia. 

I Islamabad i Pakistan rap- 
porterade den afghanska ny- 
hetstjansten AIP att en av den 
uzbekiske krigsherren Abdul- 
Rashid Dostums befalhavare 
hade kapitulerat for talibaner- 
na i nordprovinsen Kunduz pa 
mandagen med sina 500 sol- 
dater. Enligt talibankallor ha- 
de samtliga tagits till fanga. , 



AFGHANISTAN 



"Pakistan deltar i striderna" 



Ryssland anklagar 
nu Pakistan for att 
ge direkt militart 
stod till talibanerna, 
som i gar intog en 
ny provinshuvud- 
stad i Afghanistan. 



Moskva, Teheran, tt-reuters 
► Ryssland anklagade pa tis- 
dagen Pakistan for att direkt 
stodja de afghanska taliba- 
nernas fortsatta offensiv mot 
oppositionsstyrkor i norra 
Afghanistan. 

Moskva overvager att oka 
sina militara insatser i alliera- 
de stater som gransar till 
Afghanistan, hette det. Som 
belagg for sina anklagelser 
uppgav utrikesdepartementet 
i Moskva att manga pakistan- 



ska befal har tagits till fanga av 
afghanska oppositionsstyrkor. 
Inga andra detaljer angavs 
dock. 

Oro sedan tidigare 

Ryssland har lange uttryckt 
oro over talibanernas framfart 
och 5ver att ha islamistiska ex- 
tremister nara sina egna gran- 
ser. Lange har ocksa ryssarna 
ansetts ge stod i olika former 
till oppositionsstyrkorna. 

Representanter for Ryss- 
land, Uzbekistan och Tadzji- 
kistan - alia medlemmar i de 
tidigare sovjetrepubllkernas 
sammanslutning Oberoende 
Staters Samvalde, OSS - mot- 
tes redan i forra veckan for att 
diskutera laget vid den 
afghanska gransen. 

Landema ar mana om att 
hindra spridning av militant 
islamism och stora flykting- 
strommar till de egna territo- 



riema. Ryssland bistar redan 
Tadzjikistan genom att halla 
20 000 soldater i landet. De be- 
vakar gransen och slogs i det 
nyligen avslutade inbordeskri- 
get mot musiimska opposi- 
tionsgrupper. 

Den strangt musiimska tali- 
banrorelsen fortsatte pa tisda- 
gen sin offensiv mot opposi- 
tionsalliansen i norr genom att 
erovra staden Taloqan i Tak- 
harprovinsen. 

Staden foil efter en hel natts 
harda strider, uppgav en tales- 
man for den legendariske be- 
falhavaren Ahmad Shah Mas- 
soud, som pa 1980-talet ledde 
striderna mot davarande Sov- 
jetunionen. Manga soldater 
stupade pa bada sidor och 
manga togs till fanga av taliba- 
nerna, sade talesmannen. 

Massoud sades ha upprattat 
ett nytt hogkvarter tva och en 
halv mil sydost om Taloqan. 



Aven den avsatte afghanske 
presidenten Burhanuddin 
Rabbani, som i forra veckan 
flydde nar Mazar-i-Sharif 
erovrades av talibanema, 
fanns bland dem som tvinga- 
des lamna Taloqan natten 
till tisdagen, rapporterade 
nyhetsbyran DPA. 

Diplomater fA.ngna. 

I Iran uppgav Pakistans am- 
bassad att dess regering fors5- 
ker utova allt sitt inflytande pa 
talibanerna for att fora iranier 
som finns i stridsomradet till 
sakerhet. 

Iran anklagar talibanema 
for att halla elva diplomater 
och en journalist fangna, vil- 
ket talibanerna fomekar. 

Pakistans ambassad i Tehe- 
ran fomekar ocksa i sitt utt- 
lande att landet skuUe vara in- 
blandat i stridema i 
Afghanistan. 



AFGHANISTAN 



Oppositionen 




Kabul, ap nen overgav aven staden Pul- 
i-Kumr i, utan storre motstand, 
sade talibanemas talesman 
Abdul Hay Muttayn. Enligt ta- 
lesmannen retirerar opposi- 
tionen sodenit mot den cen- 
tralaprovinsenBamiyan, ett av 
fa kvarvarande fasten. 



firan grannlander 



► Talibanerna intog pa onsda- 
gen gransstaden Hayratan och 
klippte darmed av oppositio- 
nens leveransvagar fran Cen- 
tralasien. Det innebar annu en 
stor framgang for talibanerna 
i deras kamp for att erovra he- 
la Afghanistan. 

Forsvarsministeriet pa an- 
dra sidan gransen i Uzbekistan 
bekraftade stadens fall. Uzbe- 
kiska tmpper langs den 15 mil 
langa gransen har hdgsta be- 
redskap om striderna skulle 
spilla over gransen. Hayratan, 
40 mil norr om huvudstaden 
Kabul, har varit oppositions- 
ailliansens livlina till Central- 
i aisien. Nu ar den helt isolerad 
-^iiiom Afghanistans granser. 
Dessutom tog talibanema 
pa onsydagen Tangi Tashqur- 
shan, vilket gor att de nu risk- 
fritt kan anvanda flygplatsen i 
norra Afghanistans storsta 
stad Mazar-i-Sharif, som de 
erovrade i lordags. Oppositio- 



Mots&gelseftilla Idften 

Talibanema har lovat att ska- 
pa fred i ett land som levt med 
konflikter sedan flera kuppa: 
pa 1960-talet, men svor para- 
doxalt nog sa sent som fori^a 
veckan att "inforandet av isla^ 
misk lag till 100 procent ska ske 
me4J3Pdlitara,m6del" Med is7 

^ T^^^^^^ME^des i g^ 
en overenskommelse mellan 
talibanerna och FN om att in- 
ternationella hjalpgmpper far 
komma tillBaka till sina gamlk 
lokaler i Kibul. Hjalparbetare 



fran 38 olika organisationer 
kastades ut ur Afghanistan den 
20 juli sedan de vagrat att flyt- 
ta till lokaler de ansag vara far- 
liga och obeboeliga. 

-Detta ar ett genombrott, 
sade FN-.S Bronek Szynalski 
om uppgorelsen, men han vis- 
ste inte nar hjalparbetama 
konmier att kunna atervanda. 



Diplomater vaibeliftllna: 

Iran meddelade i gar att de 
elva iranska diplomater och 
en journalist som i helgen kid- 
nappades av den afghanska 
talibanmilisen var vdlbehall' 
no. De greps i Mazar-i-Sharif 
i norra Afghanistan och har 
nu forts till Kandahar, tt-afp ^ 



Talibaners offensiv fortsatter 

K-ARTTT Talibanema fortsatter sin offensiv mot den alltmer 
SS oSSSSaUiansen i Afghanistan. P^.t^^agen mP" 
pJSrades att talibanema intagit tonu en P^o^"^^^^?^ 
Talooan som ar huvudstad i Tahkarprovmsen och ett faste 

for S sSS. Massoud, den ^^^-J^^^j^^ 
befaniavare,f6Uimandagskva]l..i^t^ /y<P ^/FLTAf 



Saudier 
misstanks 



fi^'-d^d smblixt 




Av Kurt Malarstedt 

DN:s korrespondent f Lj — ^ g 

WASHINGTON. Tva av de fern 
personer som gripits i Keny- 
as huvudstad Nairobi for 
bombd^det mot USA:s am- 
bassad betecknas nu som 
misstankta, enligt en polis- 
kalla i Washington. 

Enligt denna kalla, citerad 
av nyhetsbyran AP, ar de tva 
mannen inte kenyanska 
medborgare, men deras na- 
tionalitet har inte avslojats. 

Samtidigt uppger flera 
andra kallor i Washington 
enligt tidningen Washington 
Post att den landsforvisade 
saudiske miljonaren Osama 
Bin Laden st^r mycket hogt 
p^ listan over dem som miss- 
tanks rc3r att ha organiserat 
och finansierat d^den mot de 
amerikanska ambassaderaa 
i Nairobi och Tanzanias hu- 
vudstad Dar es Salaam. 



Han hade motiv (ofta uttalat 
hat mot USA), mojlighet (en 
infrastruktur i omradet i 
form av en byggnadsfirma i 
Kenya) och resurser (arvd 
fdrmogenhet pa minst 300 
miljoner dollar fr^n sin far, 
som var miljardar i bygg- 
nadsbranschen). 

I borjan av juni uttalade 
sig Bin Laden, som har sitt 
hogkvarter i Afghanistan,' 
mycket hotfullt i en intervju 
i det amerikanska nyhets- 
programmet "Nightline". 

-Vi anser att de storsta 
tjuvarna i varlden ar ameri- 
kaner och att de storsta ter- 
roristerna i varlden ar ame- 
rikaner. . . Det enda satt vi 
kan fbrsvara oss ar att an- 
vanda liknande metoder. Vi 
skiljer inte p^ dem som ar 
kladda i uniformer och civi- 
la. De ar m^l for denna fat- 
wah (religios order). Ni kom- 
mer att dra er tillbaka nar^ 
amerikanska soldaters och 
civilas kroppar skickas 
(hem) i tral^dor. 

Bin Laden har offentligt ; 
tagit p^ sig ansvaret for en I 
bombattack mot 100 ameri- ! 
kanska soldater i Jemen 1992 
och offentligt medgett att i 
hans soldater bekampade 
amerikanska styrkor i So- 
malia 1993. 
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;amsationer far atervanda till Afghanistan 



• Talibanema fortsatter sin 
blixtoffensiv och framryck- 
ning i norra Afghanistan och 
beharskar nu hela landet 
bortsett frin tvS provinser 
cx:h enstaka fickor i centrala 
delar av landet. Den bese- 
grade s k norra alliansens 
styrkor har flytt eller dragit 
sig tillbaka. Men den over- 
raskande utvecklingen inne- 
bar inte nigot satt ett slut 
det inbordeskrig som pS- 
gitt i landet sedan soyjetiska 
ockupationsarmens retratt 
for 93 ^ sedan. 

Samtidigt kommer upp- 
gifter om att FN:s forhandla- 
re traffat en overenskom- 
melse med talibanema som 
innebar att utlandska hjalp- 
organisationer kan itervan- 
da till huvudstaden Kabul 
och iteruppta sin verksam- 
het. Aven detta forefaUer 
vara en delseger for taliba- 
nema som i ett dekret for tre 
veckor sedan forvisade alia 
hjalpare till det utbombade 
imiversitetsomrSdet fyra km 
utanfor stans centrum. 

Medan talibanema jublar 
over framgSngama okar 
oron i grannlandema och 



En del amerikanska tjanste- 
man misstanker att Bin La- 
den var inblandad i bombda- 
det mot World Trade Center 
i New York 1993. 

Vincent Cannistraro, tidi- 
gare chef for CIA:s kontra- 
terrorism, sager till Was- 
hington Post att han tror att 
Bin Laden sponsrat bombda- 
den i Nairobi. 

Analytikern Kenneth 
Katzman vid Congressional 
Research Service ar emeller- 
tid inte lika overtygad. aven 
om han betecknar Bin Laden 
som den mest kande interna- 



tionelle terroristen sedan 
j "Carlos Schakalen". 

Det amerikanska utrikes- 
departmentet har nu bekraf- 
tat att ambassadoren i Nai- 
robi, Prudence Bushnell i de- 
cember forra aret begarde 
ansiag for att fbrbattra sa- 
kerheten vid sin ambassad, 
heist bygga en ny. Begaran 
avslogs emellertid av kost- 
nadsskal. 

Kistorna med kvarlevorna 
efter tio av de tolv amerika- 
ner som dodades i Nairobi 
togs p^ torsdagen emof vid 
en hogtidlig och rorande ce- 
remoni p^ Andrews-flygba- 
sen utanfor Washington i 
narvaro av president Clin- 
ton, utrikesministern Made- 
leine Albright och forsvars- 
ministern William Cohen. 



bSde Moskva och Teheran 
anklagade Sterigen Pakistan 
for att direkt ha deltagit i 
falttiget som pi en dryg 
vecka lett till att fem hela 
provinser och fyra storre sta- 
derfallit. 

Diplomater spioner 

Oron for vad som nu ska 
handa i de "befriade'' omri- 
dena okar ocksi sedan tali- 
banema vagrat godta den di- 
plomatstatus som persona- 
len vid det iranska konsulatet 
i Mazar-i-Sharif enligt inter- 
nationell lag har. Talibaner- 
na betraktar bide de elva di- 
plomatema och ytterligare 
ett 40-tal andra landsman 
som "utlandska spioner" 
och har redan gjort klart att 
de ska stallas infor islamisk 
domstol for "sina brott mot 
Afghanistans islamiska emi- 
rat". 

Talibanema kontrollerar 
nu mer an 90 procent av Af- 
ghanistan men frigan ar om 
de formir utova sin makt 
med annat an maskingevar 
och terror. 

Befolkningen i de nu er- 
ovrade provinsema domine- 



ras av etniska minoriteter - 
tajiker, uzbeker och hazaras 
- som alia ar fientUgt installda 
till talibanema som tillhor 
pashtunema, landets tradi- 
tionella harskare. Till detta 
kommer att en stor del av re- 
gionen styrts av general Ras- 
hid Dostum, en quisling och 
korrumperad kvarleva frin 
den soyjetiska epoken, med- 
an resten beharskats av de 
for talibanema lika forhatli- 
ga krigsherrama Rabbani 
och Massoud. 

Oislamiska avfiillingar 

Den fria livsstilen i Mazar 
dar kvinnor kunnat studera 
vid universitet och sluppit 
hirda kladesregler innebar 
ocksi att talibanema be- 
traktar civilbefolkningen 
som oislamiska avfallingar. 

En tredje orsak till oron ar 
att hazaras ar shia-muslimer 
som stods av Iran och i Qol 
stallde till med massaker pi 
talibankrigare just i Mazar: 
Narmare 1.000 hoggs ihjal 
pi gatoma. 

-Overgreppen som skett i 
Kabul kan framsti som rena 
vastanflakten jamfort med 



den hamnd som vantar fol- 
ket i Mazar, sager en bi- 
stindsarbetare till AN. 

Ett faktum som kan un- 
derlatta for talibanema ar 
general Dostums otroliga 
vanstyre pi senare ir som 
kan bidra till bide uppgiven- 
het och ett tyst valkomnande 
for de nya harskama. 

Utmaningen ar dock mo- 
numental och frigan ar om 
inte talibanema gapat over 
alldeles for mycket. 

Forstarkningar kravs 

Det kravs stora nulitara for- 
starkningar for att konsoli- 
dera laget och det kravs helt 
nya administrationer pi oli- 
ka nivier i alia provinsema 
for att de ska kunna infora 
sin extrema tolkning av is- 
lam. 

Krigshenen 
Massoud, som 
dragit sig till- 
baka tiU 
Panjshir-da- 
len, kan fort- 
farande stalla 
till problem 
liksom haza- 
ras i Bamiyan. 




Bo 

Gunnarsson 



Talibanernas segrar 
skrammer OSSgfg 

RYSSLAND. Rysslands forsvarsministei* Igor Sergejev 
meddelade pi onsdagskvallen att militara fdrstark- 
nmgar skaU goras langs gransen meUan Tadzjikistan 
och Afghanistan. Han gick inte in narmare pi vilken 
form forstarkningama skuUe fi men beskedet kom 
samtidigt som talibanema i Afghanistan rapporterades 
ha framgingar och vara pi framryckning mot gransen. 

Beslutet fattades efter mote mellan militara ledare 
inom samvaldet av forna Sovjetstater, OSS. Den Mos- 
kvastodda tadzjikiska regeringen som utkampat ett 
blodigt inbordeskrig mot upproriska islamister sade 
att "vi fdljer handelseutvecklingen mycket noga". 

Samtidigt som talibanema i Afghanistan pi onsda- 
gen rapporterade om nya framgingar i inbordeskriget 
mot Nordalliansen meddelade FN att hjalporganisatio- 
neraa skall itervanda till landets huvudstad genom en 
kompromiss med regimen. Hjalparbetarna lamnade 
Kabul i protest men fann uppenbarligen protesten re- 
sultatlos. Nu ar det viktigare att befinna sig bland de 
400 000 hjalpbehdvande dar. 

Nar talibanema intog storstaden Mazar-i-Sharif i 
lordags var det mojligen en vandpunkt som enligt 
minga iakttagare piskyndade deras fullstandiga seger. 
Sedan dess har offensiven rullat vidare, och talibaner- 
na rapporterades pi onsdagen ha tagit aven stadema 
Taloqan och Pul-i-Khumri. 

Nordalliansens ledare Rabbani, Masood och Dostum 
tycks fly utit landets periferi. Ryssland, som stoder 
Nordalliansen framhiller att de andi fortfarande be- 
fmner sig inne i Afghanistan. TT-Reuters 



Hamnd odi ieircN^ 
utovas mot ciyUa 

Rappoiter om etniska massakrer i Afghanistan 



• Efter sin blixtoffensiv och 
erovrandet av storre delen av 
norra Afghanistan flyger tali- 
banema nu in stora forstark- 
ningar for konsolidering av si- 
na stalbingar, oskadliggoran- 
de av besegrade rivaler och 
maktutovning over en fientlig 
men skramd civilbefolkning. I 
Pakistans nordvastra grans- 
provins (NWFP) toms koran- 
skoloma elever och tusen- 
tals religiost indoktrinerade 
ungdomar ger sig av for att 
delta i slutfasen av "jihad", 
det heliga kriget i Allahs 
namn. 

Forodny ukad Massoud 

Den legendariske krigsher- 
ren Abdul Shah Massoud ar 
besegrad, awapnad och for- 
odmjukad, sviken av milnga 
av sina behalhavare som 
med svansen mellan benen 
bytt lojalitet, despoten i 
"Norra Republiken", Ras- 
hid Dostum, har flytt liksom 
presidenten Rabbani, Hek- 
matyar och mSnga andra. 

For andra dagen i rad fiyg- 
bombades staden Bamiyan, 
30.000 inv^are, pi fredagen 
och olika kallor uppger att 
den stir i brand. Det ar en ren 



terror - och hamnd - mot ci- 
vilbefolkningen eftersom tah- 
baneraa inte har nigra alls 
trupper pi tio mils avstind. 

Hanmd ar vad alia fruktar 
och de forsta annu obekrafta- 
de rapportema om etniska 
massakrer har redan kommit 
frin bide oppositionen och 
ryska kallor i angransande 
Tajikisthan. 

Hamnden ar ljuv och har till 
stor del motiverat talibaner- 
nas hirda, alltmer bisarra de- 
kret och styre i huvudstaderi 
Kabul de senaste tvi iren. 

Under de tio iren av Sov- 
jets ockupation sigs Kabul av 
mujahedhi som ondskans sate 
och syndens naste, en cancer- 
svulst av allt det forbjudna, 
oislamskt in i ryggmargen och 
beflackat av frammande livs- 
stilar, en nutida motsvarighet 
till antikens Sodom och Go- 
mprra. 

Pi samma satt har tahba- 
nema beskrivit Mazar-i-Sha- 
rif och de provinser som de nu 
iterforenat med faderslandet, 
Afghanistans islamska emi- 
rat. 

Men i den s k norra repubh- 
ken tillkommer andra fakto- 
rer som skruvar upp kraven 



pi en primitiv vedergallning 
till en hederssak. 

Mer an 1.000 unga taUban- 
krigare slaktades pi Mazars 
gator for 14 minder sedan di 
shia-milisen Hizbe Wahdat 
lopte amok mot de islamska 
zelotema. Ytterligare 2.000 
talibaner arkebuserades sena- 
re av uzbekisk milis trots sin 
status som krigsfingar. 

Ingen ande pa^edeigalliiiiigeii 

Etnisk rivahtet, religios ano- 
misitet - hazaras ar shias och 
stods av Iran, talibanemas 
teokratiska motpol - och 
mer an tjugo ir av gudlost 
styre under Soyjet och sena- 
re quislingen Dostum for- 
djupar klyftoma till en av- 
grund. V 

I Kabul, Afghanistans ut- 
bombade huvudstad, ser man 
annu efter tvi ir ingen ande 
pi talibanemas bisarra veder- 
gallning. I snart tvi ir har de is- 
lamska zelotema och dess mi- 
nisterium for "propagerande 
av dygd och forhindrande av 
synd" med dekret, vapen- 
makt och raider av hem, sjuk- 
hus och arbetsplatser sokt rena 
den utfattiga befolkningens 
sjalar och muUomas ofta 



oskrivna lagar har skarpts un- 
danforundan. - 

Det ar inte bara i norr som 
man fruktar det varsta. Tali- 
banemas pakistanska hejar- 
klack ledd bl a av f d OB, ge- 
neral Aslam Beg, har i sina 
hyUningsartiklar till "befriar- 
na" betonat att hazaras har aD 
anledning att kanna stor oro 
infor enandet av det krigsfor- 
oddalandet. 

Hazaras, som kommer frin 
centrala hoglandet, har alltid 
varit den fattigaste och mest 
utsatta av landets alia etniska 
minoriteter. Halften av Ma- 
zars bef oikning pi 400.000 an- 
ses vara hazaras och minga av 
dem tros ha flytt soderat til Ba- 
miyan-provinsen som shia-mi- 
Usen fortfarande kontroUerar. 

Det ar ett mycket stort om- 
ride som talibanema nu lagt 
under sig och 
bristen bide 
pi ledning, 
manskap och 
administration 
okar farhigor- 
na for himiani- 
tara overgepp 
och blind . 

Gunnarsson 




Ska fa motstandare ge upp 

KABUL. Talibanregimen i Afghanistan forsoker overtala de 
sista motstindsledama att ge upp. 

- Vi vill inte att fler maimiskor dor, sade talibangeneralen 
Mullah Abdul Satar pi fredagen. 

Satar sade att han talat med flera motstindsledare for att 
forsoka overtala dem att ge upp och slappa Igenom talibanema 
langs den strategiskt viktiga motorvagen norr om Kabul. 

Han menade att oppositionen inte langre har nigon anled- 
ning att sliss eftersom "vi nu kontroUerar 90 procent av Af- 
ghanistans territorimn". De senaste dagama har talibanema 
haft overraskande stora framgingar: den storsta staden i nor- 
ra Afghanistan, Mazar-i-Sharif, har fallit, liksom gransstaden 
Hayratao som var motstindsstyrkomas enda port till varlden 
utanfor Afghanistan. sS/l)< /i/tf - 9<S^ /FLT-AP 

Talibaner intar flera stadersi/B 

Islainatoad:Talibanerna som numera beharskar 90 procent 
av Afghanistan uppgav sig pa lordagen ha eroyrat annu en 
stad i norra delen av landet, meddelade den afghanska Pa- 
kisianbaserade presstjansten AIP. 

Talibanema ska ha intagit Doshi som ligger nara den stra- 

®te-iskt viktiga Salangtunneln, vilken forbindcr huvudstadcn 
Kabul med norra delen av landet. tt-afp It/ ^ 70 



Talibanema fortsatter 
segertag i Afghanistan 



Kabui/Teheran, tt-afp 
►Den afghanska talibanska is- 
lamistmilisen havdade pa son- 
dagen att den f att fotfaste aven 
i den forre presidentens hem- 
provins Badakhshan. Taliba- 
nemas segertag i norr fortsat- 
ter, sedan de i veckoslutet ta- 
git kontroU over fler viktiga 
stader. 

Talesman for talibanema 
sade att lokala kommendanter 
i en rad distrikt i det av tadzji- 
ker befolkade Ba:dakhshan i 
landets nordostra horn hissat 
vita flaggor som tecken pa sin 
lojalitet mot talibanema. Den 



forre presidenten Rabbanis 
tmpper ar pa flykt hogre upp 
bland bergen, uppgav taliba- 
nemas sprakror Radio Shari- 
at. 

Efter talibanemas intag i 
Mazar-i-Sharif for drygt en 
vecka sedan har det konnnit 
oroande rapporter om forfol- 
jelse dar av uzbeker och andra 
minoriteter. 

Grannlandet Iran, som all- 
tid motsatt sig de sunniextre- 
mistiska talibanema, har inlett 
en diplomatisk offensiv mot 
talibanema ~<^ch dess skvdd- 
smakt Pakistani^Uli 198^^^ 



Jamrida i Afghanistan 



Talibanema vagrar 
1 1 



jtomstaende tilltrade till Mazar-i-Sharif 

ter dolda vapen. ^ 



ISIAMABAIVTT-AFP 

• En vecka efter det att taliba- 
nema erovrade Mazar-i-Sharif, 
oppositionens tidigare faste i 
norra Afghanistan, ligger en 
jamridi runt omridet. Nu vaxer 
oron for civilbefolkningens till- 
st^d. Erovrandet av Mazar-i- 
Sharif var talibanemas storsta 
triumf sedan den islamistiska mi- 
lisen intog huvudstaden Kabul 
for nastan tvi ir sedan. Men hit- 
tills har alia ansokningar frin en- 
tragna joumalister om att fi be- 
soka Mazar-i-Sharif avslagits. 

- Vi har fitt in en mangd 
knapphandiga rapporter frin ett 
stort antal kallor om summariska 
avrattningar och massgripanden i 
Mazar-i-Sharif, sager en vastdi- 
plomat. 

- Inga uppgifter kan helt be- 
kraftas, men vi anser att oron ar 
befogad eftersom ingen kan veta 
exakt vad som pigir dar och vi 
nekas allt tilltrade till omr^det. 

Oberoende kallor sager att an- 
nu en vecka efter det att opposi- 
tionsstyrkoma drevs ut ur staden 
befinner sig inv^ama i prakti- 
keninusarrest,medantaiubaner- _ _ . 

na letar igenbm hus efter hus ef- beslutna att inte ta nigra risker. enligt nyhetsbyrSn ADP. 

Man erkande ambassaddad^ 

Washing ton: En man som erkant medskuld till sprang- 
attentaten mot amerikanska ambassader i Afrika har over- 
lamnats av Pakistan till Kenya, rapporterar Washington Post 
pa sondagen. Men amerikanska kallor staller sig skeptiska. 

Pakistanska myndigheter grep mannen nar han forsokte 
resa till Afghanistan med ett pass dar fotografiet inte fore- 
stallde honom sjalv. Han togs pa Karachis flygplats den 7 au- 
gusti, dagen efter sprangningama i Nairobi och Dar-es-Sa- 
laam. Darefter utsattes han for **mtensiva forhor" som ledde 
till att han erkande delaktighet i sprangdaden, rapporterar 
pakistanska tidningar. 

Utredare i Kenya har hittat en drivaxel av stal, som de tror 
kan bli en viktig ledtrid i jakten pa de skyldiga tiU bombat- 
tentatet. 

Den 45 kilo tunga drivaxeln tros konuna fran den latta last- 
bil av market Mitsubishi som utredama misstanker fraktade 
bomben. Enligt tidskriften Newsweek, som citerade ameri- 
kanska kallpi; finiis ett seriehiimmer pa drivaxejn som gor 
att man kan identifiera bilen. TT-AFP-REUTERsf^O 



- Sporadisk skottlossning kan 
horas, trots att allt motst^d tycks 
vara over, sager en oberoende 
kaUa som har kontakter i staden. 

Oron galler framst de shia- 
mushmska hazarer som lever i 
Mazar-i-Sharif. De ar av tradi- 
tion starka motstindare till de 
puritanskt simnimuslimska tali- 
banema, vilka till allra storsta 
delen ar pashtuner, Afghani- 
stans dominerande folkgrupp. 

Erovringsforsdk slogs tillbaka 

Tv^ forsok av talibanema forra 
iret att erovra Mazar-i-Sharif 
slogs tillbaka av den shiamuslim- 
ska milisen. I maj forra ^ret lyck- 
ades talibanema ta sig in i staden 
och hiUa den ett par dagar tack 
vare att en lokal befalhavare 
brot med stadens ovriga forsva- 
rare. Nar samme befalhavare 
snart vande talibanema ryggen 
igen fann sig dessa instangda i en 
f alia. Upp till 2 JOO talibansolda- 
ter blev kallblodigt slaktade och 
dumpade i massgravar och ytter- 



Alla forsok av vasterlandska 
jouraaUster att f§L besoka Mazar- 
i-Sharif awisas bryskt och utan 
forklaringar av sival utrikesde- 
partementet som informations- 
departementet och hoga taliban- 
foretradare i milisens hogkvar- 
ter i Kandahar. 

Inte ens pakistanska joumalis- 
ter, som annars sager sig ha goda 
kont^ter i den taUbanska led- 
ningen, har lyckats f^ inresetill- 
st^d till de nyerovrade omride- 
na i norr. 

Tahbanema som numera be- 
harskar 90 procent av Afghani- 
stan uppgav sig pi lordagen ha 
erovrat annu en stad i norra delen 
av landet, meddelade den af- 
ghanska Pakistanbaserade 
presstjansten AIP. 

Tahbanema ska ha intagit 
Doshi som ligger nara den strate- 
giskt viktiga Salangtimneln, vil- 
ken forbinder huvudstaden Ka- 
bul med norra delen av landet. 

Senare pi lordagen rapporte- 
rade tahbanema om annu en 
framging pi slagfaltet. Aibak, 
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2,6 mil j oner 
afghaner pa 

7£)/<S-9^ flykt 

GENEVE (TT-AFP) Fyra mil- 
joner afghanska flyktingar bar 
under de senaste aren kunnat ater- 
vanda till sina hem. Annu ar dock 
2,6 tniljoner afghaner flyktingar 
och i stort behov av fortsatt hu- 
manitart stod. Det sade Sadako 
Ogata, chef for FN:s flykting- 
kommissariat UNHCR i samband 
med att organisationen inledde 
en ny insamlingskampanj till for- 
man for de afghanska flyktingar- 



na. 



Uppemot 1,2 miljoner afgha- 
ner lever i Pakistan och 1 ,4 miljo- 
ner i Iran enligt UNHCR:s berak- 
ningar. Dessutom finns flera 
hundra tusen a^aner i fore det- 
ta Sovjetrepubliker. 

UNHCR behover 21 miljoner 
dollar i ar for att forbattra infra- 
strukturen i de delar av Afghanis- 
tan dit flyktingar kan atervanda 
men har hittills bara fatt in 4,5 
miljoner fran givarlandema. 



\ 



Afghanska flicker utan skolgang 



Sedan den extrema muslim- 
ska armen, talibanema^ erov- 
rat det mesta av Afghanistan ar 
fonitsattningama for fired och 
firihet minimala. Det inser aven 
FN, som hittills gjort mycket 
for att bista den av krig lange 
plagade befolkningen. 

Talibanema tillhor de mest kon- 
servativa av alia muslimer nagon- 
stans och tolkar Koranen bokstav- 
ligt. Det galler sarskilt synen pa 
kvinnan som anses vara ytterst min- 
dervardig jamford med mannen. 



Nyligen lamnade 38 udandska 
hjalporganisationer huvudstaden 
Kabul efter att ha vagrar lyda ett 
dekret som motsager manskliga 
rattigheter for kvinnor. 

Nar organ isationerna utvisades 
fran universitets sociala omrade 
till stadens utkant packade man 
sina tillhorigheter och lamnade lan- 
det. Bland dessa grupper var Laka- 
re utan granser, Care International 
och Oxfam. 

Aven Nybyggets fyra mission- 
sarbetare Anders och Christina 
Malmstigen, Lars-Gunnar och 



Anneli Nilsson ar bland dem som 
pa grund av de hopplosa forhallan- 
dena tvingats lamna landet. 

Talibanema som nu kontrolle- 
rar 85 procent av landet har stangt 
alia skolor for flickor och forbjudit 
kvinnor att arbeta utanfor hem- 
met. Behovet av lakare och ovrig 
personal i sjukvarden ar enormt. 
Tiotusentals manniskor behover 
vard efrer att ha skadats i kriget 
och hela det sociala samhallet ar 
beroende av utlandskt bistand. Nar 
det pa nytt kan ges ar ovisst. 

JEMA 
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PORTRAIT 



bin Laden vill fora heligt krig mot USA 



►TteiTOiriedareh och mSng- 
miljonaren Osama bin Laden 
som US A slog till mot pi tors- 
dagen utpekas tnte bara Som 
ansvarig for bombd^den i Ke- 
nya och Tanzania. Han ankla- 
gasavUSAocksiforatthasokt 
doda piven och Egyptentpit- 
sident. 

Det skuUe i sS fall rimma val 
med det "heliga krig" som han 
proklamerat mot slival USA, 
Israel och de sekulariserade 
arabiska stater han anser for- 
rader islam. Bkde den saudisk- 
fodde a£farsmannen bin Laden 
s jaiv och USA talar om att han 
kontroUerar tusentals solda- 
ter. Siffror pS 4000-5000 fo- 
rekommer - i Afghanistan be- 
vapnade med luftvarnsrobo- 
tar, raketer och aven strids- 
vagnar. 

Osama bin Laden ar saudisk 
byggnadsingenjor och jord- 
brukare fr^ borjan. Han ar en 
av 20 soner till den rike, nu- 
mera dode affarsmannen Mu- 
hanmied bin Laden och anses 
omSttligt rik. Som motstlinda- 
re till kungaregimen i Saudia- 
rabien berovades han sitt med- 
boi^sffskap dir ^94 *'f5r upp- 
fbrande som stSr i motsats till 



kungarikets intressen och ris- 
kerar att skada dess relation till 
fofbrodrande lander". Enligt 
Siinday Times bor han i ett i 
ett valbevakat bergrum utrus- 
tat med James Bond-liknande 
toppmodem elektronik. 

Slogs mot Soyjetunionen 

For sin arkeflende USA och 
dess underattelseoarjg^ Sr han 
valkand. Under den sovjetiska 
ockupationen av Afghanistan 
p& i^So-talet tiUhMe han de 
geriUakampar Skte dit, bevap- 
nades och traiiades av CIA 
samt fuiansierades via Saudi- 
arabien. Han rekryterade sol- 
dater frin Egypten, Algeriet, 
Libanon, Kuwait, Turkiet och 
Tunisien. Hans roll var att skaf- 
fa fram vapen, hjalpa till med 
byggnadsverksamhet och han 
deltog sfilv i kampen mot rys- 
sarna. 

Sovjetunionen drevs visser- 
ligen ut ur Afghanistan men 
USA och de rika arabstater 
som bidrog narde ocksd ett 
monster: "de arabiska afgha- 
nerna". Si kallas de grupper av 
heliga terrorkrigare Osama bin 
Laden anses understodja eko- 
nomiskt eller rent av kontrol- 



iera. Utbildningslager fixms 
eller har fiinnits i Algeriet, 
Pakistan, Jemen, Algeriet och 
Sudan. 

Enligt flera kallor d6klare- 
rade bin Laden i februari i ir 
tillsammans med militanta 
m^&niiiEa tedsBte ftkti bland 
annat Egypten, Pakistan och 
Bangladesh en "islamisk inter- 
nationell front". MMet var att 
attackera amerikanska mil 
varlden over i "heligt krig". 
'^AmerStanerha konraier att 
mota ett ode liknande vad som 
skedde med Sovjetunionen", 
hotade man. "Det ar en plikt 
att doda ameriksmer och deras 
allierade, civila som militara". 

Det ar inte forsta gangen 
Osama bin Laden kopplas till 
attacker mot USA. Pakistani- 
ern Ramzi Ahmed Yousef som 
ddmdes for att ha varit hjlman 
bakom bomben i World Trade 
Center i New York 1983 upp- 
ges ha bott i bin Lddeas hus i 
Pakistan. Hans lagenhet i New 
York betalades ocksi av bin La- 
den. Bombdadet i fifeahran i 
Saudiarabien i juni 1996 di 19 
amerikanska soldater dodades 
anses av USA ha iscensatts av 
bin Laden. 



Nar USA for nigra fa dagar 
sedan av sakerhetsskal stang- 
de sin ambassad i Sudans hu- 
vudstad Khartoum var det up- 
penbarligenengarderinginfor 
torsdagens bombangrepp dar. 
bin Laden har gjort Sudan - ut- 
peteit som ^tt dW^^^As Iftr in- 
temationella tefit^fistllger - 
stora tjanster. 

Bjrggde motorvftg 

Han gi orde han sig van med re- 
geringen genom att bygga en 
motorvag mellan huvudsta- 
den Khartoum och Port Sudan 
vid kusten, som forkortade 
strSckan med 80 mil. I Khar- 
toum attackerade USA lake- 
medelsfabriken Shifa som 
misstanktes fBr att bdrja till- 
verka kemiska vapen, bland 
annat den fruktade dddliga 
nervgasen VX. 

Ett officiellt angivet motiv 
for att USA slog till si snabbt 
varatt flerteriorattadcer skul- 
le vara forestiende. Mot den 
bakjgrunden kan man ocksi se 
beshiten att ttdigare denna 
vecka stanga USA-ambassa- 
den i Pakistan, granne till Af- 
ghanistan. 

MiKAiL HolmstrOm 



Nuflyru 

• Det amerikanska beslutet 
att bomba terroristbaser inne 
i Afghanistan och Sudan var 
vjinlal. Med ovcrviildigande 
bevis for all den saudiarabis- 
ke miijariMren och islamis- 
ten Osama Bin Laden, 42, fi- 
nansierade och ISg bakom 
bombningama av ambassa- 
dema i Kenya och Tanzania 
som kravde 257 manniskoUv 
s& var det bara en tidsMga 



ig^inm^ama Afghanistan och 

innan beskedet skulle kom- Enligt planema skulle han 




Malmobon Sidney Peters- 
son ar fortfarande kvar I Af- 
ghanistan. 



ma. 

En forsta antydan kom p& 
torsdagscftermiddagen dk 
amerikanska UD uppmanade 
alia utlantilngar anstallda av 
icke muslimska hjalporgani- 
sationer att omedelbart lamna 
Afghanistan. 

Hur minga som finns kvar i 
landet ar okant eftersom det 
ar mindre an en vecka sedan 
talibanemas r^gim tillat dein 
att Stervanda fill huvudstaden 
Kabul efter en mSnadsi^ng 
forvisning efter ett forhand- 
lingssamitisnbrott. 

Enligt vad AN erfar sS finns 
mahnobon Sidney Pettersson, 
60, regionchef for Svenska 
Afghanistan-kommitt6n 
(SAK), kvar i Mazar-i-Sharif, 
huvudstaden i norr som de is- 
lamistiska heliga krigama just 
erovrat frin rebetlstyrkoma. 



Stervanda till Peshawar i Pa- 
kistan men handelseutveck- 
lingcn nu hotar att stoppa sA- 
val FNs som R6da Korsets 
flygningar. 

En annan svensk, John 
Wolgers, SAK:s ansvarige i 
Jalalabad, lyckades pS tors- 
dagskvallen ta sig till Pesha- 
war med bil. 

De amerikanska bomb- 
ningama, som enligt uppgjift 
utfSrdes mot tre olika platser 
och sex delmil i Afghanistan, 
kommer att utidsa en storm 
av protester odi demonstra- 
tioner framfor allt i Pakistan 
och i mSnga arablander. 

Det redan spanda laget for- 
varras sS att de fiesta utlan- 
ningar kan tvingas att tempo- 
rart fly frSn Pakistan. Taliba- 
nema ror s^g fritt over gransen 
dit odk de har m&ag& ^atiska 




4^ ;i 



Islamisten och mlljsnlaren 
Osama Bin Laden var USAs 
framsta mil for attackema. 
Enligt tallbanema undkom 
han bomMM^ama oskadd. 

anhangare. 

- Allt tyder pS att vi kom- 
mer att evakuera all Vclr ut- 
landska personal, sager Peter 
Hjukstrom, ansvarig ' for 
SAK:s kontori Stocjchohn till 
AN. Bombningarna hotar att 



utlosa pobelvSld och vi vS^ inte 
ta n^a som heist risker. 

Osama Bin Laden, kalladterro- 
ristbankiren, hAlk ansvarig for en 
l^g rad bombdid utomlands, bl a 
sprangningefl av World Trade 
Center i New York, egyptiska am- 
bassaden i Islamabad och ameri- 
kanska militarbaser i Saudiarabi- 
en. 

. Han har flera traningslager och 
baser i Afghanistan, bl a i Khost 
nara den pakistanska gransen och 
i Jalalabad. Han omges av ett 50- 
tal liwakter och har sin familj, fy- 
ra hustrur och stort antal bam, i 
Kandahar dar han bor granne 
med Mullah Omar, talibanemas 
gStfulle ledare. Av sakerhetsskal 
tillbringar han aldrig mer an fy- 
ra-fem natter pi samma plats, och 
tallbanema har redan meddelat 
att han ar oskadd efter bombning- 
ama. 

BOGUNNAKSSON 
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"Hansynslost mot 



det afg] 

Islamabad/Khartoum, 

REUTERS 

► Mangmiljonaren Osama bin 
Laden undkom USA:s bomb- 
ningar. Det uppgav en tales- 
man for talibanema. 

Talesmannen, Abdul Hai 
Mutmaen, sade att USA bora- 
bat i omrSdet kring Khost och 
Jalabad i ostra delen av landet. 

Denhogsteledarenformus- 
limska talibani^Mien i Af- 
ghanistan sade att man aldrig 
kommer att overlamna den 
anti-amerikanske saudiern 
Osama bin Laden till USA. 

En afghansk nyhetsbyri i 
Pakistan dterade den taliban- 
ske ledaren Mohammad Omar 
som fordomde USA:s bomb- 



attack och sade att de: visade 
"hansjaisloshet iasert det af- 
^bamka. folket". 

B%i*do ttr& oacplosioti&r 

InvSnare i Sudans huvudstad 
Khartoum sade att de hort tv^ 
explosioner efter att tv^ mili- 
tara planfltigit^^hwimdsta- 
den. 

Ogonvittnen berattade om 
att himl^n lystes upp i liorra 
delen av staden. 

En polisman p^ gatan sade 
att explosionema intraffat i ett 
industriomride nim ©Jft hu- 
yudstaden. 

InvSnarna hStde explosio- 
nema hordes omJoring 20 mi- 
nuter innan president Bill 



folket" 



Clinton tillkannagav att han 
beordrat militara attacker mot 
"terrorbaseriAfghanistanoch 
Sudan". .. . . 

-Jag var pa min terrass och 
horde tvi llgflygande jetplan 
som flog mycket snabbt, sade 
en sudanesisk invinare. 
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USA:S ATTACKER 

Pakistan 
pressas 
om anfall 

Islamabad/Washington, tt-afp 
►Pakistans regering pressas 
nu av militara och religiosa le- 
dare om sin roll innan USA ge- 
nomforde sina hamndanfall 
mot misstankta terroristmal i 
torsdags. Stora delar av den 
muslimska varlden ar i uppror. 

USArs robotanfall mot Af- 
ghanistan och Sudan kravde 
minst 30 liv. 

Den forre pakistanska over- 
befalhavaren Mirza Aslam Beg 
anklagade i ett uttalande pi 
sondagen regeringen i Islama- 
bad for att ha tillatit USA:s un- 
derrattelseorgan att arbeta 
fran pakistanskt territorium i 
syfte att spara den islamiska 
extremistledaren Osama bin 
Laden. Beg kravde att premi- 
arminister Nawaz Sharif av- 
slojar vilket slags samarbete 
Pakistan hade med USA fore 
anfallet med kryssningsrobo- 
tar mot vad som sades vara ut- 
bildningslager for terrorgrup- 
per i ostra Afghanistan. 

Krankte territorium 

Aven andra hoga pakistanska 
militarer kraver att sanningen 
kommer fram och papekar att 
saval kryssningsrobotama 
som de fartyg vilka avfyrade 
dem krankte pakistanskt terri- 
torium. Enligt tidningen The 
Muslim hade antingen radar- 
systemet storts eller sa utfor- 
des anfallet med den pakis- 
tanska regeringens samfor- 
stand. 

Enligt diplomater i Islama- 
bad ar det dock osannolikt att 
den pakistanska regeringens 
vanskap med vastmaktema 
skulle skadas avrobotanfallen, 
rapporterade nyhetsbyran Re- 
uters. Darfor har man inte f5r- 
domt dem. 



Fler attentat planerades 

De blodiga sprangattentaten 
mot USA:s ambassader i Ke- 
nya och Tanzania, i vilka 257 
personer dodades och tusen- 
tals skadades, var de forsta i en 
serie par minst tre terrordad. 
Det havdade general Henry 
Shelton, US A:s overbefalhava- 
re, pa sondagen. 

Han tillade for tv-bolaget 
CBS att det fmns "mycket pa- 
litlig och overtygande infor- 
mation" om att upp till fyra at- 
tentat planerades. 

Forsvarsminister William 
Cohen sade till tv-bolaget NBC 
pa sondagen att ytterligare ter- 
rordad kan intraffa. 

Sudan valkomnar USA 

Sudan valkomnar att en kom- 
mission fran USA kommer till 
Khartoum for att utreda om 
den fabrik som anfoUs med 
kryssningsrobotar verkligen 
tillverkade substanser till 
nervgasen VX. Det forklarade 
utrikesminister Mustafa 
Osman Ismail i Iraks huvud- 
stad Bagdad pa sondagen. 

Sakerhetsradet ska traffas 
bakom lyckta dorrar pa man- 
dagen for att dryfta Sudans 
protest mot bombningen. 



- Dod at amerikanema 

Den muslimska varlden rasar mot USA:s hamndattacker 




Pakistanska demonstranter skrikei slagord mot USA fran ett 



FofaKAGHAMAHROZ 



•-Dod it alia amerikaner 

Slagropen ekade pi freda- 
gen i Afghanistan, Pakistan 
och flera arabiska lander. 
Trote president Qialons fbi- 
s^ringar om att b^bning- 
ama var riktade mot terro- 
rismens hjarta och inte mot 
islam uppf attas de pi minga 
hill som en anti-muslimsk 
handling och ett forsok att 
vanda varldens uppmark- 
samhet frin hans egna pro- 
blertt och CIA:s fesko i Ke- 
nya och Tanzania. 

Undkom oskadd 

Osama bin Laden, 42, den 
sd^iske miljaiiiar som 
misstanks ha legat bakom de 
blodiga attentaten mot de 
amenkanska ambassadema 
far Ifi veekor iedaii odh 
som kallas "terrdr^tbarfci- 
ren" undkom oskadd och 
kan i dag med stor sannolik- 
het rakna med minga nyre- 
kryteringar till sitt heliga 
krig mot varldens enda su- 



Knif nost nt^a griasen 
mot Pakistan uppges ha 
kravt minst 26 manniskoliv, 
darav fern i narliggande by 
inne i Psd£istei. 

Vid attacken mot den 
misstankta nervgasfabriken 
i Khartoimi, som sudanesis- 
ka myndigheter havdar ar en 
lakemedelsindustii, skada- 
des ett tiotal personer. 

Stora demonstrationer 
rapporteras frin ohka hill 
cjdi ledde tai att alia utlin- 
ningar i Pakistan stangde in 
sig bakom lista dorrar i 
hopp om att kimna vanta ut 
krisen. 

Redo att fly 

I Peshawar, dar Svenska Af- 
ghanistan-kommitten (SAK) 
Ipir sitt kCHitor, pafalysera- 
des centrum flera timm^ av 
upprorda demonstranter 
och stamningen var oerhort 
spand. 

.- Vi bar bilama packade 
och Ayr si.suabbt vi kan om 
dom tigar hitit, uppgav en 



bu^^k vid en protest i Islamabad. 

ditot USArs tXMnbiMigar dens hogkvarter i Afghani- 



permakt 

Boriibregnet '% uppemot hjalparbetarC;, 

100 kryssningsrobotar - mot ' Eten ^Sban-ledda regi 

hans hemliga baser i bergen men i Kabul har starkt for 



som ett illdid riktat mot den 
afghanska nationen men 
uppges senare pi kvallen ha 
tillltit FN att evakuera de 45 
utlanningar som fortfarande 
finns kvar i huvudstaden, 
bland dem svensken Svante 
Yngroth som arbetar for In- 
temationella rdda korset. 

Det skedde sedan tvi FN- 
anstallda beskjutits och ska- 
dats av okanda personer un- 
der en bilfird i Kabul. 

- Vi fordomer vildet men 
folk ar upprorda, sa en tales- 
man for talibanema. 

Evakneras 

Evakueringen kan sannolikt 
ske pi lordagen och den en- 
de utlamiing som di lamnas 
kvar i landet ar malmobon 
Sidney Pettersson, 60, som 
natten till i gir efter sju tim- 
mars bilkoming tog sig frin 
Mazar-i-Sharif till Taloqan. 

- Vi bedSmer att ban Mr 
sakrare dar an i Peshawar, 
sager Peter Hjukstrom pi 
SAK i Stockholm till AN. 

IDfe- &(erlkaiiito b^ 
ningama av Osama bin La- 



stan komplicerar och forvar- 
rar det politiska laget i hela 
regionen och i minga arab- 
lander. 

Medan regimema i Saudi- 
arabien och Egypten uppen- 
bart gett sin valsignelse befa- 
ras minga islamiska ungdo- 
mar som i tystiiet beundrat 
eller stott den formogne och 
karismatiske rebellen ta ste- 
get fullt ut och gi med i hans 
jihad-styrkor. 

4.000 medlemmar 

Han anses ha drygt 500 reli- 
giosa och fredlosa zeloter 
med sig i Afghanistan och 
vara gudfader till hemliga 
organisationer med 4.000 
medlemmar i arablandema. 
Ocksi i Pakistan itnjuter 
han stort stod 
av islamister- 
na och tusen- 
tals ungdo- 
mar vid ko- 
ranskoloma i 
gransprovin- 
sen tros nu gi 
med i taliba- 
nemas led. 
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BOMBARNA 

Det ar frestande att dra paralleller mel- 
lan USA:s bombning av, A^hanistan 
och Sudan och filmen "^ag the Dog". 

Den fiktiva historien om hur en ameri- 
kansk president iscensatter ett krig for att 
avleda uppmarksamheten fran en solkig sex- 
skandal foretrader visserligen likheter med 
president Clintons nuva- 
rande situation. Men verk- 
ligheten ar sallan lika val- 
regisserad som HoUywoods 
produktioner. 

Den tidigare namnda fil- 
men "Wag the Dog" och 
den Sverige-aktuella "Spe- 
lets regler" ar bada mer el- 
ler mindre lost baserade 
pa Bill Clinton och bans 
presidentskap. Ronald Rea- 
gan hade redan lamnat si- 
na insatser i filmens varld 
bakom sig nar ban 1986 i 
roUen som amerikansk pre- 
sident gav order om att 
bomba Libyen. 




Clinton 



DET FINNS LIKHETER 

mellan handelserna for 
tolv ar sedan och torsda- 

gens attack mot misstankta „ ~" 

terroristmal. I bada faUen ^^^^an, 

var de amerikanska bombningarna en reak- 
tion pa tidigare bombdad riktade mot USA 
och utfordes i ett forsok att desarmera terro- 
rismen. 

Bombningen i Libyen hade dock foregatts 
av en langre tids upptrappning och en debatt 
om det riktiga i ett sadant handlande. Tors- 
dagens attack kom plotsligt och ovantat. Och 
det ar inte den enda olikheten. Den kanske 
mest markanta skiUnaden ligger i vastvarl- 
dens reaktioner. - 

1986 fordomde Europas ledare - med un- 
dantag av Reagans bundsforvant, Margaret 
Thatcher ~ unisont vad man menade vara ett 
amerikanskt overgrepp. 

Sveriges davarande utrikesminister 
Sten Andersson varnade for en valds- 
spiral och menade att USA:s attack var 
en "krigshandling". 

I gAr var den svenska installningen den 
motsatta. Utrikesminister Lena Hjelm-Wallen 
reagerade snabbt och uttalade - med vissa 
reservationer - sitt stod for de amerikanska 
bombningarna i Afghanistan och Sudan. Det 
var hon inte ensam on^. Det kalla kriget ar 
nimiera historia och maktbalansen foran- 
drad vilket gor det enklare for vastvarlden 
att ta stallning for det amerikanska ageran- 
det. 

Terrorism maste bekampas. USA menar att 
hotbilden i torsdags var. sa akut att den 
kr^de ett ingripande. Men det finns goda 
skal att ifragasatta huruvida den amerikan- 
ska tolkningen av FN-stadgans 51:a artikel - 
som handlar om ratten till sjalvforsvar - ger 
tillrackligt st5d for handlingarna. VMd foder 
dessutom vald och risken for vedergallning 
ar overhangande. 

Det ar bara att hoppas att bombningar- 
na hade ett viktigare syfte an att ftm- 
gera som inrikespolitisk avlednings- 
manover. Och att FN kan enas i en an- 
strangning att bekampa terrorismen. 
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- Xallbanema ville 

Malmobon Sidney Peter§sonberattar fran 



• - Sjukhuset ar fullt av krigsska- 
dade. Tanks, kanoner och lastbiiar 

fuUa med talibankrigare rullar 
mot fronten n^gra mil utanfor sta- 
den.Vi spilva har en svSr kolerae- 
pideimatt brottas med i Baghlan- 
provinsen tre timmar bort. Och sa 
detta med de amerikanska bomb- 
ningama av Osama bin U^dms 
terroristbaser. 

Sidney Petersson, 60, Malmobo 
och regionsansvarig for Sveiiska 
Afghanistan-kommittens (SAK) 
bistandsverksamhet i landets norra 
delar. ger i ett samtal med AN:s 
medarbetare over satellittelefon 
en dramatisk skildring av ba^del- 
seraa i krigets centrum. 

Han ar en av de sista vasterlan- 
ningama som ar kvar i varldens 
mest krigsforodda och hdande 
land och befinner sig instangd i 



den lilla staden Taloqan 350 km 
nordost om Kabul utan mpjlighe- 
ter att ta sig ut. 

- Vi hoppades kvmna ta oss ut 
6ver Oxys-floden in i Tadjikistan 
men kriget har flammat upp ocksS 
dar si vi tvingades ge upp. 

Han kanner sig "ndgot nar sa- 
iE«r" odi #a|er aft det inte ghr M- 
gon nod pa varken honom eller 
hans afghanska medarbetare. 

Stamningen spand 

Men stamningen i Taloqan ar 
spand. Staden har forvandlats till 
ett centrum t&r taH^memhs upp- 
laddning infor slutoffensiven mot 
de foma regeringsstyrkorna i Ba- 
dakshan-provrnsen och ser ut som 
ett armelager. Gamla ryska tanks 
rasslar fram pS gatoma. truppfor- 
starkningar anlander ideligen och 



den lokala befolkningen ar vett- 
skramd och vSgar sig knappt ut. 

Strider rasar i staden Farkhar 
och i Keshem-dalen och t o m gol- 
ven i sjukhuset ar fulla med skada- 
de talibaner. 

- 1 morse kom talibanledare till 
mig och kravde att f ^ allt vad vi ha- 
de av metficin och bandage, sager 
Sidney Petersson. Och inte nog 
med det, dom ville mig att leve- 
rera det vid sjalva fronten. Jag vag- 
rade forstSs/vIr medicin ar for lo- 
kalbefolkningen, for kvinnor och 
bam. Det var nagra laddade minu- 
ter innan dom gav upp. 

Talibaner tog over kontoret 

Det ar bara en av mSnga konfron- 
tationer som Sidney Petersson, nu 
inne pa sitt tredje ^r i Afghanistan, 
upplevt den senaste veckan. Nar 



ta all yar medicin 

krigets centrum i norra Afghanistan 



han anlande till Mazar-i-Sharif i 
torsdags hade talibanema beslag- 
tagit over SAK:s bist^dskontor. 
Pi gatan utanfor holl de pi med att 
rensa gatan Mn lik som fraktades 
bort med lastbiiar. 

- Jag kan inte avgora om de stu- 
pat i strider eller avrattats, sager 
han. Jag sig att det var minga. 
Stanmingen blev mycket hotfull 
nar jag forsokte fi tahbanema att 
ge tillbaka twfggnaden. En taliban 
andrar sig aldrig sags det och det 
gir inte att resonera med dem. 
Det stammer nog. Mina afganska 
kollegor fick gi emellan och jag 
gav upp. 

Han bekraftar r.ktena om mass- 
arresteringar av etniska minorite- 
ter, mest hazaras och uzbeker, i 



staden. 

- I forra veckan greps mer an 
10.000. Minga har slappts efter 
hirda forhor men talibanema tar 
hela tiden in folk. Vi kande oss 
heller inte sakra. Det fanns taliba- 
ner som kastade sten efter mig 
och vi hade bara att ge oss ivag 
medantidvar. .• •^'^ 

Jobbar som vanligt 

MeiM alia utl^sning^^akiste 
uppmanats att "gora sig osynliga" 
jobbar Sidney Petersson som van- 
ligt. Direkt efter ankomsten tiU 
Taloqan gjorde han nya forsok att 
fi landningstillstind for ett flyg- 
plan med katastrofhjalp it kolera- 
offren i Baghlan. Tre flygplatser 
var mojliga men tahbanema vag- 
rade oppna nigon av dem. Jag for 
dit ned i gSr med naring^dsiing, 



men det racker bara nigra dagar. 
Minga kommer att d6 och man 
kaimer sig maktlos. 

Pi lordagen kom tahbanema 
med nya krav. 

- Dom viUe ha uppgifter pi vi- 
ra anstalldas etniska tillhorighet 
och politiska~ bakgrund och det 
kan jag sjalvklart mte ge dem. Vi 
hade en ling palaver och jag ar 
radd att dom kommer tillbaka. 
Oron fbr mina afganska vanneis 

Hat mot utianningar 

De amerikanska bombningama 
har okat talibanemas misstank- 
samhet och kanske ocksi hat mot 
utianningar och icke-muslimer. 

- Visst kanns det, sager Sidney 
Petersson. 

Han ovemattar pS &4Kslon- 




Sldney Petersson, 60, ar en av 
de shm v§imriihmilifi0sma som 
ar kvar t ijm lBI^SS^S0ida Ai^ia- 
nlstan. 

tor, har en kortvigsradio dar man 
lyssnar pi BBCs 
sandningar pi dan 
och han har ^ sa- 
teUittelefon. Val 
gomd och avstangd 
imder storre delen 
av dagen. 

-Tahbanema tar _ 
denforstisomdom _ 
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Pakistan anklagas for 
samarbete med USJ^^ 

PAKISTAN. Pakistans regering pressas nu av militara och 
religiosa ledare om sin roll innan USA genomforde sina 
hamndanfall mot misstankta terroristmM i torsdags. 
Stora delar av den muslimska varlden ar i uppror. j 

USA:s robotanfall mot Afghanistan och Sudan kravde ' 
minst 30 liv. Sudan lovade p^ sondagen att bevisa att 
USA Ijog om kemvapenamnen i en lakemedelsfabrik. 

Den forre pakistanska overbefalhavaren Mirza Aslam 
Beg anklagade i ett uttalande p^ sondagen regeringen i 
Islamabad for att ha tiMtit USA:s underrSttelseorgan • 
att arbeta frkn pakistanskt territorium i syfte att sp^ra i 
den islamiska extremistledaren Osama bin Laden. Beg | 
kravde att premiarminister Nawaz Sharif avslojar vil- 1 
ket slags samarbete Pakistan hade med USA fore anfal- ' 
let med kryssningsrobotar mot vad som sades vara ut- 1 
bildningslager for terrorgrupper i ostra Afghanistan. ' 

Aven andra hoga pakistanska militarer kraver att i 
sanningen kommer fram. De p^pekar att kryssningsro- \ 
botarna och de fartyg vilka avfyrade dem krankte pa- 
kistanskt territorium. Enligt tidningen The Muslim 
hade antingen radarsystemet storts eller s^ utfordes an- 
fallet med den pakistanska regeringens vetskap. 

Enligt diplomater i Islamabad ar det dock osannolikt 
att den pakistanska regeringens vanskap med vastmak- 
terna skulle skadas av robotanfallen, rapporterade ny- 
hetsbyr^ Reuters. Darfor har man inte fordomt dem. 
En odetonerad robot med amerikanska nationalitetsbe- 1 
teckningar har hittats i en avlagsen del av provinsen 
Baluchistan, sade statstjansteman i Quetta i sydvastra 
Pakistan pa sondagen. FyndplatSen ligger nara det om- 
r^de dar Pakistan sprangde sina kamvapen i maj. 

Attentaten mot USArs ambassader i Kenya och Tan- , 
zania, i vilka 257 personer dodades, var de forsta i en se- ; 
rie pa minst tre terrordad. Det havdade general Henry ! 
Shelton, USAis overbefalhavare, p^ sondagen. 

Islamiska konferensen OIC fordomde p^ sondagen 
USA:s angrepp mot misstankta terroristmM. Samtidigt 
uttalades stod for Sudans protest till FN:s sakerhetsr^d 
efter USA:s robotanfall mot lakemedelsfabriken al-Shifa 
som misstanktes tillverka substanser till nervgasen VX. 

Sakerhetsr^det traffas bakom lyckta dorrar p^ m^- 
dagen for att dryfta Sudans protest.5,^^/5--'9o TT"AFP 



Tvk pakistanska xnlUi har gripits £5r mordet pa en 

italiensk FN-tjansteman i Kabul i fredags. Mannen kommer 
att stallas infor ratta vid en islamisk domstol. Det sade 
talibanernas hdgste ledare muUa Mohammed Omar pa 
lordagen. TT-AFP<^(yt> .53/^""^^ 



t>tJ SO/s - 

Militarovning nara Afghanistan 

IRAN. Iran forbereder en militar manover med 70 000 
soldater langs den afghanska gransen. Orsaken ar de 
stora spanningarna mellan Teheran och den islamiska 
talibanmilisen. I 

- Det ar uppenbart att dessa ovningar har ett sam-: 
band med vad som bander i regionen, sade general Ra- 
him Savafi, befalhavare for.revolutionsgardet. 

Half hanvisade till talibanernas framryckningar i Af- 
ghanistan under de senaste veckorna. Dessa har lett tilli 
att talibanerna kontroUerar nastan hela landet. Enligt 
generalen blir det den storsta militara manover somj 
hallits i landets nordostra region. Han angav ingen ex-' 
akt tidpunkt for ovningen, men sade att den ska hMlas 
under de narmaste dagarna. Tillkannagivandet om ov- 
ningen kom sedan Iran utfardat en'rad varningar till 
talibanerna och till Pakistan, som Teheran anklagar for 
att stodja den fundamentalistiska milisen. TT-AFP 
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bin Laden: JagskafoljaJagen 



Men nvtt hot per fax bara timmama efter 



- avsant fiiii PakiMm 



► Afghanistans talibaner af bSde 
oroade och skakade over de 
amerikanska bombningama av 
terroristbasema i Khost och for- 
sakrade p4 mdndagen att den 
saudiarabiske miljardaren Osa- 
ma bin Laden lovat att inte vidta 
militara aktioner mot nigot tre- 
dje land si lange laiil|iuter ite- 
ras gastfrihet. 

- Jag godtar er overhSghet och 
kommer att folja era lagar, upp- 
gavs bin Laden ha sagt i ett bud- 
skap till talibaneraas nrp^^ 
ledare, muUab Ooaar. 

Beskedet kom mindfe la ett 
dygn efter det att mullah Omar i 
ett uttalande till en pakistansk 
tidning klagat d«i»"l^ Ladens 
aktiviteter och antytt att han hoU 
pk att skapa en parallell myndig- 
hetellerenstaiistai»tt.t - 

Meriinettqpci 

Det har ar sannolikt mer an ett 
spel for galleriet eftersom mul- 
lah Omar redan tidigare gjort 
forse^ att lagga band p4 mannen 
soni '^^hington i dag ser som 
"varldens farligaste terrorist" 
men som i den islamska varlden 
bUMli^ctt av en kultfigur efter 
toTsdagens missilattack. 

Men det forSndrar foga, och 
bEira tinraiania senare uppgav en 
militant rorelse i London, "al 
Mujahiroun", att man f^tt ett fax 
frdn bin Ladens rorelse "Inter- 
nationella Fronten for Heligt 
krig mot USA och Israel" (IIF) 
som vamade USA for att mili- 
tanta niuslimer redan mobilise- 
rats for att sl5 till "utan medom- 
kan och med vSld" mot fyra ka- 




PaMstm 

Faxet var avsant fr&a Peshawar, 
en islamsk smaltdegel i Pakistan, 
och uppgav att man skulle sl^ till 
mot passagersttfiyg, hindra saker 
passage for haiii6b£artyg, angri- 
pa och ockupera ambassader 
och tvinga amerikanska och isra- 
eliska fSret^ o<± bster a» jffi 
igen. 

Hotet mot vasterlanningar i 
Pakistan understroks ytterligare 
pi mindagen di det avslojades 
att refig^d«a k»iare i Swatdal^ 
en av landets mest kanda turist- 
attraktioner, gett regeringen 24 
timmar att evakuera 100-tals ut- 
lanningar. 



Amu har In0a UUer fvnai matet for USAis attacken I Af^tanlstan natt vastvartden, mea fran den bombade fabrlken I Sudan har en del 
tttdwMia.^l^ku^mipvp^^Kmaervid^ ...... « 



- Vi kommer att doda alia som 
ar kvar, sa ledande mullor vid ett 
naassmote pi sondagen i Saidu 
ShanI dir sninga ungdomar I0-. 
vade att offra sina liv for att be- 
skydda Osama bin Laden. 

Evakueringen av utlanninga^ 
na bar redan inletts sedan flygbo- 
laget PIA upprattat en hiftbro 
till huvudstaden Islamabad. 

Hotet kan vara en d6dsst5t for 
turismen i Pakistan, en nation 
som redan vacklar pi randen till 
ekonomisk kollaps. 

Med all sakerhet kan ocksi bin 
Laden rakna med talibanemas 



stod och skydd om och nar det 
verkligen hettar till. 

Utit sett har talibanema aUtid 
fraoQstitt' som en h&iix&^tsEi 
grupp men i sjalva verket finns 
det flera fraktioner och stora me- 
ningsskiljaktligheter som kom- 
mer att bli allt storre nu di man 
behSrskar i stort sett hela landet. 

Alia ser iien saudiarabiske mag- 
oaten som en hjalte &in kriget 
mot Sovjets r6da ann6 och som 
en hangjven islamist och heders- 
gast i landet. De reh^osa zelo- 



tema vill gama exportera sin 
form av islam och beundrar ho- 
nom for att han vigat sti upp 
mot den enda supermakteo. A 
andra sidan stravar de mer r&- 
formvanliga falangema efter in- 
temationellt erkannande, plats i 
FNs generalfdrsamling, ekono- 
miskt Wstind odi en viss "nor- 
malisering". 

I stallet hotar nu bin Ladens 
aktiviteter att ytterUgare isolera 
det kri^tforqdda landet som en 
"tefroriststat". 

Pakistans regering vamade pi 
mindagen alia utlandska diplo- 



mater frin att besoka Peshawar 
och den nordvastra grsinsprovin- 
sen. 

Samtidigt besl5r man att sli till 
mot "illegala immigranter", vil- 
ket i det h3r sam- 
manhanget bety- 
der araber och he- 
liga kiigare. Ro- 
relsefiriheten 
inskranks ocksi 
for de minst 1,2 
miljoner afghaner 
som lever i &yk- 
tinglager i provin- 
sen. 
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Inga spar efter bin Ladin 



Islamabad, tt-reuters 
► Plotsligt firms det inga spar 
efter Usama bin Ladin, den 
landsflyktige saudiske miljo- 
naren som USA anklagar for 



att vara hjaman bakom am- 
bassadbombningarna i Kenya 
och Tanzania. Hans beskydda- 
re tiger alltjamt, trots forra 
veckans amerikanska robot- 



Ny missil hittad i Pakistan|j^g%3 

Islamabad: Annu en amerikansk Tomahawk-robot hitta- 
des i lordags i sydvastra Pakistan. Vapenexperter desarme- 
rade kryssningsroboten som inte hade detonerat. Den avfy- 
rades i forra veckan mot mal i Afghanistan, och ingick 1 den 
attack som USA riktade mot vad som tros vara terrorlager. 

Det var civilpersoner som upptackte roboten i Mekran- 
distriktet i provinsen Baluchistan. I mandags gjordes liknande 
fynd i Kharan-distriktet i Baluchistan. Armen desarmerade 
aven den roboten. Pakistan har protesterat infor FN:s saker- 
hetsrad mot att USA krankt landets luftrum. tt-reuters 



Den afg^anska talibanmilisen angrep pa sondagen 
oppositionens styrkor i Kapisa-provinsen i norr och erovra- 
de staden Nejrab, en av krigsherren Ahmed Shah Massouds 
viktigaste fasten. Det rapporterade den Pakistanbaserade 
afghanska nyhetsbyran AIR TT-AF^^i/»r) 3 //^ — 9 



Stormanover vid gransen^|<^-')B: 

IRAN. Minst 70 000 iranska soldater deltar i en stor- 
manover som p^ tisdagen inleddes vid gransen mot 
Afghanistan. Manovem h^lls samtidigt som spanning- 
en mellan de bcida landema okar. 

Den statliga iranska televisionen visade pd tisdagen 
bilder revolutionsgardets befalhavare, generalma- 
jor Yahya Ramin Safavi, inledde manovem med en stor 
parad. Talibanmilisen, som kontrbllerar stora delar av 
Afghanistan, har varnat Iran for att ladda upp militart 
i gransomr^det. Iran vagrar godkanna talibanregimen 
som Afghanistans lagliga : regering. Teheran havdar 
istallet att den stortade presidenten Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani ar Afghanistans laglige harskare.X;)/J TT-Reuters 

Saudier finansierade talibaner 

London: Den saudiska regeringen har i hemlighet fmansie- 
rat talibanmilisen i Afghanistan. Det havdar en saudisk for- 
skare i en studie atergiven av Londontidningen The Inde- 
pendent pa onsdagen. Forskaren citerar en tidigare hogt upp- 
satt pakistansk t jansteman. Denne sager att USA "bidrog med 
vapen och kunskap, saudiema med pengar och vi med ut- 
bildningslager at de islamiska legionerna i borjan av 1980- 
talet och sedan at talibanema". 

The Independent citerade ur en rapport av saudiem Nawaf 
Obaki, skriven da han studerade vid JohnF Kennedy-skolan 
for statsforvaltning i USA Studien har senare ocksa fatt stdd 
av USA:s utrOcesdepartement^ 

Rapporten innehaller kritik mot USA:s daliga kunskaper 
om Saudiarabien: "Amerikanska analytiker bar underskattat 
nonchalerat eller missforstatt karaktaren. styrkan och malen 
1 Wahab-rorelsen i Saudiarabien, och i viUcen grad de varlds- 
liga ledama star i tacksamhetsskuld till denna grupp." 

Wahabism ar en puristisk inriktning av islam forkunnad 
av Mohammed bin Abdul Wahab. Den religiosa polisen i 
Afghanistan tillhor denna riktning enligt studien. tt-afp 



angrepp mot vad som antogs 
vara bin Ladins utbildnings- 
lager i Afghanistan. 

bin Ladin, som av manga 
muslimer i regionen betraktas 
som en islamistisk krigshjalte, 
har gatt under jorden. Hans 
beskyddare bland talibanerna 
ger inte manga ledtradar, trots 
att det finns en del tecken pa 
irritation. 

-Vi vet inte var han finns, 
sade en erfaren Afghanistan- 
kannare i Pakistans huvudstad 
Islamabad pa fredagen. 

- Vi vet inte ens omhan lever 
eller ar dod. 

Uttalanden fran Afghani- 
stan tyder dock pa att han ar 
oskadd efter robotanfallen. 
Dessa foranleddes av USA:s 
overtygelse om att han var 
hjaman bakom de bada am- 
bassadbombningarna i Nairo- 
bi och Dar es Salaam den 7 
augusti da 263 manniskor do- 
dades. bin Ladin har latit med- 
dela att han inte har nagon som 
heist skuld nar det galler de 
bada attentaten. 

Faktum ar dock att en man 
som forhordes i New York i 
torsdags for delaktighet i Nai- 
robi-attentatet har erkant att 
han fatt sin utbildning i Af- 
ghanistan av Qaeda, en grupp 
som leds av bin Ladin. 

Gaznla vapenbr5der 

Om de amerikanska robot- 
anfallen far talibanerna att ta 
vanskapen med bin Ladin un- 
der omprovning ar oklart. 

Det verkar dock som om ta- 
libanemas hogste ledare, mul- 
la Mohammad Omar, ar nagot 
irriterad pa sin gamle vapen- 
broder fran kriget mot de sov- 




Usama 
bin Ladin 



jetiska styr- 
kornapaSo- 
talet. Av en 
intervju i en 
pakistansk 
tidning i 

veckan framgick att bin Ladin 
har uppmanats att halla tyst 
och sluta uttala hotelser mot 
USA medan han befinner sig i 
Afghanistan. Det fmns bara ut- 
rymme for en regering och en 
ledare i Afghanistan, Margjor- 
de mullan. 

Obekraftade uppgifter gor 
gallande att talibanerna for 
sakerhets skull haller bin 
Ladin under bevakning sa att 
han inte ska gora nagot mer 
som kan bli besvarande for 
Afghanistan. Fran amerikansk 
sida genmaler man att man har 
hort allt detta forut och inte vet 
vad man ska tro. 

Ok^d ledare 

I realiteten vet USA ganska lite 
om den afghanske ledaren 
mulla Mohammad Omar som 
har sitt hogkvarter i Kandahar 
i soder. Ingen amerikansk dip- 
lomat har nagonsin traffat ho- 
nom, och chansema att det 
skulle ske nu verkar sma. 
Mulla Omar tros vara nar- 
\ mare 40 ar, har sarats i strid 
fyra ganger de senaste 20 aren 
och ar blind pa ena ogat. Efter 
forra veckans robotanfall har 
han klargjort att det inte finns 
nagot kvar att tala med USA 
om. Vid bans enda officiella 
framtradande efter missil- 
attacken sade han att USA hor- 
de lamna omradet kring Per- 
siska viken, ett krav som bin 
Ladin har framfort gang pa 
gang. 



Misstankt forhordes 

Tar pi sig del av skuld: En domstol i New York hoU ett 
inledande forhor i gar med jordaniem Mohammed Saddiq 
Odeh, som misstanks for medverkan i sprangningen av 
USA:s ambassad i Nairobi I atalet mot Odeh star att den 
intemationella terroristgruppen Qaeda planerade och ge- 
nomforde sprangningarna av ambassadema i Nairobi och 
Dar es Salaam den 7 augustL Aven en jemenitisk iriedbor- 
gare som greps i Kenya har forhorts i USA. 

Odeh greps i Karachi i Pakistan. Han ar medlem i Qaeda, 
och tar darfor pi sig del av skulden for sprangdidet i 
Nairobi, men sager sig inte direkt ha deltagif i sjalva 
aftarken: Oaeda leds av Usama bin Ladin. ap 
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Iran tillbakavisar anfallsplan 



TEHERAN. Irans hogste ledare, ayatolla Ali Khamenei, ar in- 
te beredd att ingripa militart mot Afghanistan, skriver tid- 
ningen Tehran Times sondagen. Uttalandet kommer samti- 
digt som amerikanska forsvarskaUor gor gaUande att Iran 
forbereder ett anfall mot grannlandet. 

Iran har den senaste veckan samlat trupper langs gransen 
till Afghanistan i samband med en stor militarovning. Och 1 
helgen hotade Teheran med att vidta "nodvahdiga Mgarder" 
om iinte tillfangatagna iranier i Afghanistan friges. /FLT-AP 




USA-attack gjorde ringa skada 

AFGHANiSTAN.USA:s motattack mot terroristtrtoings- 
lagren 1 Afghanistan gjorde s^ liten skada att de krigs- 
vana afghanerna nu gor narr av de amerikanska vap- 
nen. Det rapporterar RahimuUah Yousfzai, den f5rsta 
journalisten som tilMtits resa i regionen v ; -7 

USA avlossade ett 30-tal kryssningsrobotar av typeri' 
Tomahawk mot vad Washington uppger yar tranings-- 
platser for islamistiska terrorister. Lagreri styrs enligt 
USA av den saudiske miljardaren Usama bin Laden; 
som anklagas for sprangningama av USA:s ambassa- 
der 1 Nairobi och Dar es Salaam forra m^naden. 

Yousfzai ar en respekterad pakistansk journalistJ)ch 
slapptes in i omrddet av talibanema.Oxj fen^ 70AP 



i 



Ordkriget mdiaFt-litm ^ tidtbanska regeringen i Afghanistan trif)^a upp nrieckn 
allt fler soldater samlas vid gransen. Men Irans andlige ledare och overbeSyhamm 
Khameniei havdar att han motsatter sig.en militar konfrontation. 

Iran vill oppa 





. DNgnfik 



Analys 

Lars BostvBni 

DNail 




Irans andlige ledare och 
fiverbefaihavare ayatolla All 
Khamenei niotsatter sig en 
militar konfrontation med 
den tallbanska milisen i 
grannlandet - Afghanistan, 
enligt den engelsksprdkiga 
tidningen Teheran Times. 
TidningendilKiadep&sdnda- * 
gen delar scv ett tal som Kh^- . 
menei hOll f&r ett par dagar 
sedao^ ^--'jiBKS' ^ - 

Samtidigt fortsatte upp^, 
laddningen langs den af- 
ghansk-iranska grSnsen. 
Cirka 70 000 stridsberedda 
iranska soldater finns kvar i 
gransomrddet, och pa den af- 
ghanska sidan uppges taliba- . 
nerna ha forstarkt sina styr-" 
kor och delat ut vapen till ci- 
vilbefolkningen. Tusentals 
gumla, kvinnor och barn 
rapporteras vara pa flykt. 

-Ett krig rlskerar att fSr- 
vandla hela regionen till ett 
eldklot, vamade talibaner- 
nas talesman, Noorullah Za- 
dran, vid FN-hOgkvarteret i 
New York enligt Reuters. 
Han tillade att "dodliga va- 
pen" som aldrig tidigare an- 
vants i regionen kunde kom- 
ma till anvandning. 

Ordkriget har skarpts de se- 

naste dagarna. Iran havdar 
att talibanerna har fangslat 
tio (liplomater och en jour- 
nalist som befann sig vid det 
iranska konsulatet i den af- 
ghanska staden Mazar-i-Sha- 
rif, nar den erOvrades av ta- 
llbanska styrkor den 8 au- 
gusti. Dessutom har ett 30-tal 
iranska lastbilschaufforer 
©ripits av talibanerna. En- 
ligt uppgifter fran mannisko- 
rattsorganisationen Amnes- 
ty International tyder myck- 
et pa att diplomaterna har 
m&rdats. 

Laget ar komplicerat. De fbr- 
svunna diplomaterna ma 
vara den utlfisande faktorn, 
men konflikten har ocksa 
andra dimensioner. De sun- 
nimuslimska talibanemas 
militara framgangar - i dag 
kontrollerar de cirka 90 pro- 
cent av Afghanistan - ar en 
nagel i 6gat pa det shiamus- 
limska Iran, som stdder den 
^rt trangda opposWons- 




Cirka 700ei»«^Mwnid8 iranska scridirtw firms vid grinMn^ Slgl^$im om0k gndm i^nfSr^Mcor iii^anirri«#a mim m$t #1^ 
ges dela idfapin till d^%«M|ifM|0«it Ob fumMMoMmfEa tatUnMi^rinlMini fm^^sgar ir art nagei i Sgat tA det shtenusHrnslca Iran. 



REUTERS TEieWSia« 



koalltion^ va^Sbr lednhig av 
fSrre pf^^uiten Burhanud- 
din RablHitti. Koalitionen ar 
en 16s sammanslutning be- 
staende av shiamuslimer, et- 
niska uzbeker och tadjiker. 
Ett' A^anistan styrt av 



en iMterhationellt erkand ta- 
libanregering skulle rubba 
maktbalansen i regionen och 
utgiJra ett potentiellt.hot mot 
grannianderna. Inte bara 
Iran utan ocksa Uzbekistan, 
Tadjikistan och Ryssland seir 



med oro pa utvecklingen - 
inte minst fasar de fBre detta 
sovjetiska republikerna for 
att talibanemas militanta 
version av islam ska.spridas 
till de egna landerna. 
' . Mot d^ by^run^ii finhs 



ett gemensamt intresse att 
stoppa den talibanska ftram- 
ryckningen och destabilise- 
ra regimen i Kabul, i dag er- 
kand bara av Pakistan, 
Saudiarabien och Forenade 
Arabemiraten. 




g oroar 



USA 



Supernnakten nrtotsatter sig all utiandsk inblandning i Afghanistan. 



Av Lennart Pehrson ...4 

NEW YORK. Irans mobilise- 
ring intill gransen mot Af- 
ghanistan fcJljs med betydan- 
de oro i USA. ;Trots .att det 
inte finns sarskilt mycket av 
varma kanslor fOr'vare sig 
Iran eller Afganistah befarar, 
USA att en militar -konflikt 
kan spridas och-destabilise- 
ra hela regionen. , - 

Mot den bakgrunden upp- 
manar USA:s iutrikesdepar- 
tement nu; alia granniander 
att respektera Afgbanistans 
granser. I ett uttalande sags 
ocksa^att USA motsatter sig 
all utiandsk inblandning i. 
Afghanistan. 

Situationen kan komplice- 
ras f5r USA:s del av de fOr- 



sOk som gjorts de senaste 
aren att fBrbattra fOrbindel- 
serna till Iran. Relationerna 
har aldrig normaliserats se- 
dan iranska muslimska re- 
volutionarer tog USA:s am- 
bassadpersonal \i Teheran 
som.gisslan 1979. Pa.senare 
tid har utrikesminister Ma- 
. deleine Albright vid flera 
tillfailen' signalerat en On- 
skan omMttre relationer till- 

Iran. , ■ ' • 

- • • ,, ^ ■ ' ■" ■ 'K, ; 

.'SamtidiSt har OSA» f&rbin- 
"delser till Afghanistan tagit 
en drastisk vandning sedan 
80-talet da talibanerna hfirde 
till de befrielsegrupper som 
'fick USA-stOd i sin kamp mot 
davarande' Sovjetunionen. 
Afghanistan betraktas nu 



som en sponsor av Interna- 
tionell terrorism. Men Iran, 
som tidigare beskylldes for 
statsterrorism, misstanks 
inte fBr att ha varit inblan- 
dat i de senaste terroristda- 
den mot USA. , 

Washington Posts utrikespo- 
. litiske. kommentator Jim 
Hoagland pekade pi sonda- 
gen pa att USA och Iran nu 
. faktiskt fbrenas i ett gemen- 
samt intresse mot Afgbani- 
stans talibanregim. Sa lange 
inte Iran kan kopplas till ter- 
roristaktiviteter finns det 
anledning att fortsatta arbe- 
ta R5r battre relationer till 
den Iranska regimen, menar 
han.- ' 
Washington Post referera- 



de ocksa pa nyhetsplats till 
pakistanska underrattelse- 
kallor som uppgett att Iran 
planerat flyganfall mot Afha- 
nistan redan i augusti. At- 
tacken skdts pa framtiden 
nar USA gjorde missilattack- 
en mot terroristledaren Usa- 
ma bin Ladins anlaggninf i 
Afghanistan. 

Samtidigt rapporterade New 

York Times pa sondagen att 
USA:s underrattelsetjanst 
CIA redan i april drog upp 
planer for att tillfangata 
Usama bin Ladin inne i Af- 
ghanistan f6r att staila ho- 
nom infOr ratta i USA. Pla- 
nen sattes aldrig i verket dS 
den bedomdes som alltfor 
riskfylld. 



Fragan Sr om detTnAste 

leda till krig. 

I den iranska ledningen 
finns motstridiga viljor, dar 
den konservativa falangen 
uppges vara f(5r en hard lin- 
je medan de moderata kraf- 
terna - med presidenten Mu- 
hammad Khatami i spetsen - 
intar en fOrsiktigare ban- 
ning. Om det stammer att 
ayatolla Khamenei, som nor- 
malt stoder de konservativa, 
har uttalat sig mot en vap- 
nad konfrontation kan det 
vara en fingervisning oni 
den fortsatta utvecklingen. 

Iran har andra alternativ an 
en militar attack. Flera be- 
d5mare menar att ett troli- 
gare scenario an . regelratt 
krig ar att Iran bevapnar och 
ger logistiskt stod till exil- 
afghaner som kan operera 
mot talibanerna. Det finns 
cirka en miljon afghanska 
flyktingar i Iran. 

Samtidigt havdar Iran att 
intemationell lag ger landet 
i^tt att vidta nddvandiga at- 
prder efter diplomaternas 
fiSrvinnande, och en begran- 
sad attack mot mai i Afgha- 
nistan kan inte uteslutas. 

"Iran ar redo for varje 
eventualitet, men bedOmare 
har vantar sig inte en mili- 
tar konfrontation med tali- 
banerna", skrev tidningen 
Teheran Times pa s&ndagen. 
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AFGHANISTAN g/9 _<^g 

Iran tonar ned krigsrisk 



Dubai/Teheran, tt-reuters 
► Iranska massmedier tonade 
pa mandagen ned farhagoma 
for en omedelbart forestaende 
sammandrabbning med 
grannlandet Afghanistan. 

Vardet av en attack mot 
Afghanistans talibaner bar 
minskat till foljd av uppgifter 
om tio iranska diplomaters ode 
i Afghanistan; allt tyder pa att 
de redan ar ddda. I torsdags 
rapporterade Amnesty Inter- 
national att diplomatema, till- 
sammans med en journalist 
fran den iranska nyhetsbyran 
Ima, d5dades nar talibanema 
stormade Irans konsulat i Ma- 
zar-i-Sharif i norra Afghani- 
stan. Talibanema har dock for- 
nekat detta och sagt att de be- 
hover en vecka pa sig for att ta 
reda pa vad som hant de iran- 
ska diplomaterna. 

Manga vastbedomare anser 
att det ar mycket tveksamt om 



Iran, som alltjamt har farska 
minnen av det itta ar langa kri- 
get med Irak som slutade 1988, 
ar berett att inleda annu en ut- 
dragen militar konflikt. 

Daremot kan de 14 miljoner 
afghanska flyktingama i Iran 
utgora en utmarkt rekryte- 
ringsbas for antitalibanska mi- 
lisstyrkor, skrev den inflytelse- 
rika iranska tidningen Qpd pa 
mandagen. 

Tidningen avradde fran di- 
rekta stridsaktioner mot Af- 
ghanistan men manade rege- 
ringen att minska de dip- 
lomatiska kontaktema med 
Pakistan, som anses stodja 
talibanema i Afghanistan: 

Tidningen foreslar bildan- 
det av en "politisk front" till- 
sammans med Pakistans arke- 
fiende Indien, Ryssland, Tadz- 
jikistan, Uzbekistan och Turk- 
menistan, som alia uttryckt 
oro over talibanema. 
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Talibaner vill inleda^ 
dialog med \xm %\^^^% 

Laget uppgavs pd mandagen vara lugnt langs den 
iransk-afghanska gransen. Samtidigt kom uppgifter 
som tyder p^ en mjukare honing fran biida sidor efter 
de senaste dagarnas ordkrig. 

Talibanema signalerade via en talesman att de vill 
inleda en dialog med Iran om de iranier som hMls 
fangslade i Afghanistan. Det handlar om ett 30-tal last- 
fa ilschaufforer - mojligen handlar det ocks^ om de tio 
diplomater plus en journalist som saknas sedan fyra 
veckor och allmant tros vara mordade av talibanska 
styrkor. Talibanema har tidigare sagt att de inte vet 
nagot om diplomaternas ode. 

I Teheran sa en talesman for utrikesdepartementet 
att krisen skulle losas med diplomatiska medel. Han 
tillade att talibanema lovat att komma med ett klargo- 
rande om de forsvunna iranierna inom en vecka. 

Den inflytelserike forre presidenten, Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, betonade i en tidningsintervju att 
Iran soker en "klok och fdrsiktig" losning pa konflik- 
ten. 

De tio diplomatema forsvann i samband med taliba- 
nernas erovring av den afghanska staden Mazar-i-Sha- 
rif for en m^ad sedan. Konflikten blev akut for en 
vecka sedan nar Iran drog samman cirka 70 000 solda- 
ter for en manover nara den afghanska gransen. 

Uppladdningen i gransomr^det fortsatter och faran 
for vapnade sammanstotningar ar langtifr^n over. Pa- 
kistan - som anser sig ha "broderliga" forbindelser 
med bdde Iran och talibanema - manade p^ mandagen 
b^da parter till aterh^llsamhet. Lars Bostrom 
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Hotfull markering 
mot Afghanistan 

IRAN Den iranske utrikesminis- 
tem Kamal Kharrazi sager att 
Iran kommer att utn5rttja alia 
mojligheter att befiria iranier 
som halls fangna i Afghanistan. 
Han uppmanade de styrande tali- 
banema i Afghanistan att frige 
iranska fangar "innan det ar for 
sent", uppger nyhetsbyran Ima. 

Kharrazis kommentarer stod i 
kontrast till uttalanden fran 
andra iranska ledare som forsokt 
tona ned farhagoma for ett 
iranskt angrepp pa Afghanistan. 
A^drd /cy 9 (TT-Reuters) 



Iranska diplomater 
funna mordadenf^ 

AFGHANISTAN. Den styrande talibanmilisen i Afghani- 
stan har hittat nio saknade iranska diplomater. En ta- 
lesman for talibanerna sade att diplomaterna hade 
mordats av talibansoldater som inte handlat order. 
De mordade diplomaterna hittades i utkanten av sta- 
den Mazar-i-Sharif dar de ocks^ forsvann. 

- Soldatema hade ingen order fran nagon hogre offi- 
cer att doda dem, sade talesmannen till nyhetsbyr^ 
AIP, som frdn Pakistan formedlar nyheter sedda ur ta- 
libanperspektiv. 

Iran har anklagat talibanerna for att hMla allt som 
allt elva iranska diplomater och en journalist fingna. 

Irans utrikesminister Kamal Kharrazi sade i tisdags 
att Iran kommer att utnyttja alia mojligheter att befria 
iranier som h^lls fingna i Afghanistan. Han uppmana- 
de de styrande talibanerna att frige iranska f^ngar "in- 
nan det ar for sent", rapporterade nyhetsbyr^n Irna. 

TT-Reuters 



Talibanstyrkor inledde en stor offensiv i centrala 
Afghanistan pa torsdagen. Under natten erovrade de tva sam- 
hallen i provinsen Bamiyan, uppgav den protalibanska 
nyhetsbyran AIP i Pakistan. Talibanerna star nu bara drygt tva 
mil fran provinsen Bamiyans storsta stad Bamiyan som kon- 
trolleras av shiamusliniska Hezb-i-Wahdat-rorelsen. 



TT-AFP 



President hotar^^j^-^^ 
hamnas diplomatmord 

IRAN. Irans forre president Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani hotade p^ fredagen att hamnas de diplomater som 
dodats av talibanerna i Afghanistan. Men han betona- 
de att Iran skulle valja tidpunkt och inte Ikta. sig pro- 
voceras. 

- Vi kommer att agera, sa Rafsanjani i samband med 
fredagsbonen i Teheran. Talet direktsandes i iransk ra- 
dio. 

Det var i torsdags som talibanerna erkande att sol- 
dater "p^ eget bevdg" hade dodat nio av de elva iran- 
ska diplomaterna. Det skedde i samband med erov- 
ringen av staden Mazar-i-Sharif i norra Afghanistan 
for en m^nad sedan. Enligt iranska kallor lyckades tv^ 
av diplomaterna fly, men den uppgiften fornekades ig^- 
T§L av talibanerna. AUa elva ar doda, hette det enligt 
nyhetsbyran Afghan Islamic Press. 

Nigra timmar efter talibanernas erkannande for- 
domdes dkdet av FN:s sakerhetsrid, som dessutom kra- 
ver en utredning si att de skyldiga kan stallas till 
svars. Spanningen ar fortfarande hog langs gransen, 
dar Iran dragit samman 70 000 soldater. Enligt obe- 
kraftade uppgifter i Pakistan har iranska plan landat i 
den ^fghanska staden Bamiyan, dar shiamuslimska op- 
positionsstyrkor forbereder sitt forsvar mot framryck- 
ande talibanstyrkor. Iran fruktar en upprepning av 
handelserna i Mazar-i-Sharif dar tusentals civila doda- 
des nar talibanerna erovrade staden.t)>J Lars Bostrom 



Iranska diplomater maste fl^ 



Teheran/Islamabad: Tva iranska diplomater som fefeps 
av talibansk mills pa ett konsulat i norra Afghanistan i augusti 
lyckades:fly och undsiapp ^ai^iji^d.doden, tillkannagav utri- 
kesdepartementet i Teheran pa:;fred^gen. Beskedet gavs av 
Irans vic^ utrikesminiltal^ohsen Aminzadeh. 

- De ^i^^iW^^ ^"^^^^^ ^^^^ ^'^^ 
den officiefla iiyl^EHyran Irna. 

- En av dem som skadats vid det talibanska angreppet mot be- 
skickningen kunde fly fran Mazar-i-Sharif med hj^p av en van. 

Iran har tidigare rapporterat tio diplomater och en jour- 
nalist som saknade efter attacken men har ocksa hanvisat till 
alia elva som diplomater. 

I torsdags meddelade den afghanska regimen att nio irans- 
ka diplomater hade mordats av talibansoldater som inte hand- 
lat pa order. FN:s sakerhetsrad forddmde diplomatmorden i 
Afghanistan och kravde omedelbar utredning. Radet uttryck- 
te oro over den okade spanningen i regionen och understrok 
att krisen i Afghanistan maste losas fredligt. tpaftI ^^^^ 



Iran sander 200 000 
soldater till sransen 



libanema intog pa so: 



Kahulz Talibanerna iniog pa sondagen Bamiyan, den sista 
s tora staden som mot standsalliansen hallit i Afghanistan. Den 
officiella iranska nyhetsbyran Ima bekraftade ocksa att tali- 
bansoldater intagit staden. 

Irans overbefdlhavare tillkaimagav samtidigt att ytterliga- 
re 200 000 soldater har skickats till gransen efter mordet pa 
nio iranska diplomater i Afghanistan. Darmed skulle 270 000 
iranier snart sta redo vid gransen. 

I Teheran sade utrikesminister Kamal Kharazi att det na- 
tionella sakerhetsradet har fattat "ett mycket viktigt beslut" 
angaende Afghanistan". Men han ville inte avsloja vad be- 
slutet gar ut pa 

Enligt talibankallor intogs staden Bamiyan vid tiotiden pa 
sondagsmorgonen. Mangder av talibansoldater befriades. 

En talesman for talibanerna anklagade de shiamuslimska 
styrkorna i rorelsen'Hezb-i-Wahdat for att ha mordat fangs- 
lade talibanska soldater innan de flydde fran Bamiyan. 

Staden bar en shiamuslimsk befolkning pa 10000 perso- 
ner. Oro for att de sunnimuslimska talibanerna ska hamnas 
med massakrer har framforts av Iran, tt-reuters 



Talibaner intog iHj^-js^ 
sista motstandsfastet 

AFGHANISTAN. Talibanerna intog p^ sondagen Bamiy- 
an, den sista stora staden som motst^dsalliansen hkl- 
lit 1 Afghanistan. Den ofTicieUa iranska nyhetsbyran 
den^ ^ ^ ^^^^^ talibansoldater intagit sta- 

Enligt talibankallor intogs staden vid tiotiden 
sondagsmorgonen. Mangder av talibansoldater befria- 
des. En talesman for talibanerna anklagade de shia- 
muslimska styrkorna i rorelsen Hezb-i-Wahdat for att 
ha mordat fangslade talibanska soldater innan de flyd- 
de fran Bamiyan. 

Staden har en shiamuslimsk befolkning p^ 10 000 
personer. Oro for att de sunnimuslimska talibanerna 
ska hamnas med massakrer har framforts av Iran som 
^ ,H?^^^^^^sentals soldater i beredskap vid gransen 

lalibanernas ledare mullah Mohammed Omar har 
uppmanat milisen att behandla krigsf^garna i Ba- 
miyan med respekt och i enlighet med islamiska prin- 
ciper. ^ 

ocJf^n tnikannagav att ytterligare 

200 000 soldater har skickats tiU gransen efter mordet 
P diplomater i Afghanistan. Darmed skul- 

le 2 lO 000 iranier snart stk redo vid gransen 

I Teheran sade utrikesminister Kamal kharazi att 
det nationella sakerhetsradet har fattat "ett mycket 
viktigt beslut" angSende Afghanistan". Men han ville 
inte avsloja vad beslutet gAr ut p^. o/v TT-Reuters 



Talibaner oroar aven Iran 

Ska irrnu^ konflikt ik urarta framfqr 6gonen p4 ett maktldst statssamfund? 



Mellanstatliga krig hor egentligen 
titt fmns ett f4tal 

exempel - sammanstfitningania 
nyligen mellan Indien och' Wti' 
*taii lur ett - men i huvudsak stir 
Iraks invasion av Kuwait dar som 
det stora undantaget. 

Ska Afghanistan och Iran bli 
nasta? Risken bor inte underskat- 
tas. Teheran stoder den tidigare 
presidenten Burhanuddin Rabba- 
ni och anklagar ta^banema for 
att ha kidnappat iranska diplo- 
mater. 

En aasenlig mobilisering har 



skett vid gransen; det talas cm att 
cirka 70 000 iranier stir stridsbe- 
redda. FSr tiUfaUet rider visst 
tigiltttes gsitstan tcan tiodas oSr 
som heist. 

Tanken fbrfarar. Afghanistan 
tiOhor sedan en tid varldens 
verkliga oroshardar loch finns 
hogt pi sakerhetsridets dagord- 
ning. Talibanemas framfart har 
satt de ihanskliga rattighetema 
pi undemtag - inte minst kvin- 
lioma, vars "irbarhet" ska fSr- 
svaras, drabbas hirt. Amnesty In- 
ternational rapporterar om am- 



putationer, tortyr, dddsstraff och 
fangslande av oliktankande. De 
militara framgingama ar bety- 
dande. Talibanema kontroUerar 
f3r narvarande 85 procent avian' 
det. 

I Ryssland och de tidigare sov- 
■ jetrepublikerna Tadzjikistan, Uz- 
bekistan och Turkmenistan ses 
utvecklingen med oro. Risken for 
spridning av militant islamism Sr 
pitaglig i det instabila omridet I 
Washington, som minst sagf'har 
anstrangda relationer bide till 
Teheran och Kabul, rads man att 



en ySpnad konflikt kan destatiili- 
ser^hela regionen. 
■ jDet ar latt att vara efterklok 
0^ konstatera att innu eaa. krutr 
dark lycks vira pa vSg a^ iyllas 
i frain^r ogoi\en pi ett maktlo^ 
statssamfund-, ;att den preventiva 
Siplomatin iiersto|t pi svii^ghe^ 
t&r. Kuliskag och yarciingssigna^ 
1^ harfin^ la^S.' : - ^ « 
\ %en|ad*skuUe^agja|te 
■det rii^al^'ifke 
banter^ " ^' ' 
kasta 



tiden? ®aret! 
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ita^ sitt att 
'brutakvill 
tlllmedd. 
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SONDAG ' Fran fortryck till folkmord 



# 

13.09. 
1998 



UTVECKLINGEN I AFGHANISTAN 
gir frin ett bisant fortryck av en urban be- 
folkning symboliserat av en grotesk "be- 
skyddarmentalitet" av framforallt Kabuls 
flicker cx:h kvinnor mot en blodig etnisk 
utrensning i centrala och noira delaroa av 
landet och med stor risk fdr &x esgi^sxvxe- 
gional konflikt 

Talibanemas senkomna er- 
kannande att liken av nio av de 
tio fSrsvtoma irad^ cfiploma- 
tema pitraffats i gravar i rebel- 
lemas foma huvudstad Mazar- 
i-Sharif i norr bekraftar uppgif- 
tema om m. aiassaker ocb etnisk utrens- 
ning som fkc seiteroias bvergrepp mot 
kosovo-albanema i somras att forblekna. 

I mer an ett avseende borde virlden i 
dag iteiigen tanka tillbaka p& det folk- 
mord som Pol Pots roda khmerer tmder 
mer an tre irs tid tillats att genomfora i 
Kambodja. 

Det finos paralleller och FN, som i tors- 
dags fdrdtede morden p& ^fio^i^o 
matema, miste nu omedelbart ta upp frS- 
gan aven om det innebar inblandning i en 
suveran nations inre angelagenheter. 

Det bridskar veridigen: nyhetsrappor- 
ter talar om att talibanenaa inlett en shit- 
offensiv i Bamiyan-provinsen i Hindu- 
kusch-bergen vars befolkning domineras 
av shia-muslimska hazara-folket som slak- 
tades i tusentals efter intiget i Mazar. Sam- 
ticfigthotarlraamedimlitSrvedergallning. 



FN maste ingripa for att stoppa talibanemas heliga krig 




TYVARR FOREFALLER varlden mer 
oroad dver det dde som vSntar de gigan- 
tiska 2.000 ir gamla Buddha-skulpturema 
i Bamiyan-dalen som talibanema for- 
domt som "(arisosdEa" an av 100.000-tals 
hazarasliv. 

liedan 1^ BqC i^de 1^ If iK^i 1^ 
bodja si hotar talibanema att fdrinta 
5.000 ir av civilisation for att istadkomma 
ett islamskt Utopia enl^tooiam si^er, 
profeten Muhammads egna ord. 

Men det ar en islamsk ideologi som per- 
verterats av koranskolomas ofta analfa- 
betiska mullor och i de enorma fiyktingla- 
grens sviifattbara misar och hoppidshet. 

Talibanemas har likt de roda khmerer- 
na sitt sodala ursprung bland landsbyg- 



dens l^ttigaste, en klass som alltid levt i 
feodalt fSrtrydc odi utsugning. 

Att sanda en eller tvi av sonema till ko- 
ranskola har for minga afghai^ka smi- 
bdnder och lantarbetare blivit ett satt att 
OvCfl^. Kunskapsinhamtandet bar in- 
^rijjkte till rabblande av verser ur kora- 
nen och en indoktrinering jamforbar med 
bjamtvatt har nirt hat mot den urbana 
eliten. 

Befolkningen i Kabul och i norr har 
stamplats som oislamska kollaboratdrer 
eller "gudlosa". 

Drivkraften bakom folkmordet i Kam- 
bodja var pofiti^k medan tsWsaaecmk 
"reningsbad" motiveras av reli^ids fana- 
tism och aven rasism. 



PREaS SOM VIETNAM genom sin in- 
vasion gjorde slut pi Pol Pots tyranni si 
hotar Iran nu med hanvisning till FN- 
stadgan att sanda WUpper dver gransen 
for att lara talibanema en lixa. Flygleve- 
ransema av vapen till shia-milisen i Ba- 
miyan ar ett forsta steg och kan foljas av en 
militar insats eftersom Iran ser sig som en 
garant for viridem MMSS^&X^et. 70.000 
soldater ligger i beredskap langs gransen. 

Men liksom den amerikanska bombat- 
tacken mot terroristbasema i Afghani- 
stan fdrvairade iMget och lockade tusentals 
paki^amdca img^nar att ddta i det heli- 
ga kriget och starkte terroristemas beslut- 
samhet si kommer en militar iransk aktion 
att bli tiQ en bimierang, 

"Enandet" av landet sker till ett &uk- 
tansvMrt pris och garanterar ofred. 

Den nya utvecklii^en ger konflikten 
belt nya och skrammande dimensioner. 
Talibanema fedarskap ar splittrat och 
hills samman av konflikten och den ev 
terroriststampel som Washington nu 
overvager. Intemationell isolering spelar 
extremistema i handema och kan skapa 
laroUem vi aldrig tidigare tq>plevt 

FN miste givetvis snarast ingripa. Som 
ordforande i sakerhetsridet miste Sverige 
diiva saken. I avsaknad av ett resolut poli- 
tiskt agerande si ar den humanitira insat- 
' sett i kindet vfistvarMens sista utpost och 
hopp. "V^ kan bara inte vanda den osk}4di- 
ga och vamlosa befolkningen ryggen. 



Taliflbanenia tog 
Bamiyan-Iraii 
har '^ttat \ikti| 



Iran trappar 
upp ordkrig 



KABUI/TT-REUTERS I Hogsta beredskap. "Situationen 

i Afghanistan ar mycket allvarliq". 



• Talibanema intog sonda- 
gen Bamiyan, den sista stora sta- 
den som motstindsalliansen 
hillit i Afghanistan. Den officiel- 
la iranska nyhetsbyrin Ima be- 
kraftade ocksi att talibansolda- 
ter intagit staden. 

Enligt talibankallor intogs sta- 
den vid tiotiden pk sondagsmor- 
gonen. Mangder av talibansol- 
dater befriades. 

En talesman for talibanema 
anklagade de shiamuslimska 
styrkoma i rorelsen Hezb-i- 
Wahdat for att ha mordat fangs- 
lade talibanska soldater innan 
de flydde fr^ Bamiyan. 

Staden har en shiamuslimsk 
befolkning pi 10.000 personer. 
Oro for att de sunnimuslimska 
talibanema ska ' hachnas med 
massakrer har framforts av Iran, 
som har tiotusentals soldater i 
beredskap vid gransen. 

Talibanemas ledare mullah 
Mohammed Omar har uppma- 
nat milisen att behandla krigs- 
f^gama i Bamiyan med respekt 
och i enhghet med islamiska 
principer. 

""Viktigtbeslur 

Irans overbef alhavare tillkanna- 
gav att ytterligare 200.000 solda- 
ter har skickats till gransen efter 
mordet pi nio iranska diploma- 
ter i Afghanistan. Darmed skul- 
le 270.000 iranier snart sti redo 
vid gransen. 

I Teheran sade utrikesminis- 
ter Kamal Kharazi att nationella 
sakerhetsridet har fattat "ett 
mycket viktigt beslut" angiende 
Afghanistan". Men han ville inte 
avsloja vad det gir ut pL 

Shiamuslimema i Bamiyan 
har f itt stod av Iran. Talibanema 
anklagade pk sondagen Iran for 
att blanda sig i Af ghanistans inre 
angelagenheter. 

Talibanema kontroUerar nu 
omkring 90 procerit av Afghani- 
stan. Tahbanledaren Moham- 
med Omar har via den afghanska 
nyhetsbyrin AIP i Pakistan for- 
domt dem som mordade nio 
iranska diplomater och sagt att 
deskabestraffas. 



Av Lars Bostrom 

DN:s korrespondent 

Iran trappade pk tisdagen 
upp ordkriget mot de af- 
ghanska talibanema. Lan- 
dets andlige ledare och mili- 
tare befalhavare ayatoUa Ali 
Khamenei beordrade armen 
att inta hogsta beredskap 
samtidigt som ledare for re- 
volutionsgardet och den fri- 
villiga Basijmilisen fbrklara- 
de sig redo att "hjalpa Af- 
ghanistans fortryckta folk". 

Khamenei betonade att de 
vapnade styrkoma maste 
vara beredda att genomfora 
ledningens beslut och han 
beskrev situationen i Afgha- 
nistan som mycket allvarlig. 

Bara timmar tidigare hade 
kansloladdade scener utspe- 
lats pa Teherans flygplats 
nar sju av de nio dodade 
iranska diplomatemas krop- 
par aterfordes till hemlan- 
det. Diplomatema dodades 
nar talibanska styrkor den 8 
augusti erovrade staden Ma- 
zar-i-Sharif i norra Afghani- 
stan. Enligt iransk TV 1am- 
nades tvi av kropparna kvar 




Teheran 
IRAN 



^Kabul 

AFGHA- 
I StiVN 




eftersom de var forstorda till 
oigenkanlighet. 

- Jag forsakrar att vi kom- 
mer att forsvara den islamis- 
ka repuliken Irans ara och 
integritet efter basta form^- 
ga, sa landets president Mo- 
hammad Khatami till de tu- 
sentals sorjande som sam- 
lats vid flygplatsen. 

Langs gransen fortsatte 
den iranska uppladdningen 
och en kvarts miljon man p^- 
st^s vara pa plats, eller p^ 
vag till omradet. 

Mojligen ska den hotfulla to- 
nen i Teheran ses mot bak- 
grund av att FN:s sakerhets- 
r^d senare pa dagen vanta- 
des debattera den iransk-af- 
ghanska konflikten. Iran har 
efterlyst ett okat intematio- 
nellt engagemang och det ar 
inte uteslutet att ledningen i 
Teheran vill paverka ridet 
genom att hoja temperatu- 
ren i konflikten. 

En intressant detalj i Kha- 
meneis uttalande p^ tisda- 
gen var att han kopplade 
konflikten med talibanema 
till amerikanska intressen i 
regionen. 



DNgrafik 

- USA och vissa av Afgha- 
nistans grannar har i ett fbr- 
sok att bygga en oljeledning 
och trygga sina egna intres- 
sen latit denna okunniga 
stam (talibanema) gk los p^ 
det afghanska folket, sa Kha- 
menei enligt TT-AFP. 

Kanskesyftade han pa de for- 
handlingar om en rorledning 
for centralasiatisk gas via 
Afghanistan till Pakistan 
som det amerikanska foreta- 
get Unocal p^stlis fbra med 
talibanema. Iran har egna 
intressen nar det galler gas- 
och oljetransporterna och 
ser ogarna att Afghanistan- 
Pakistan tar hand om en del 
av den lukrativa hantering- 
en. 

Talibanema hotade senare 
p^ tisdagen att slk till mot 
iranska stader om Iran an- 
griper Afghanistan. 

- Iran ska veta att om Af- 
ghanistans jord angrips 
kommer vi att gora iranska 
stader tiU v^ra m§l och hela 
ansvaret for det kommer att 
Vila p^ Iran, sade talibaner- 
nas talesman Wakil Ahmed 
till en afghansk tidning. 



Khamenei varnar 




IRAN. Irans arme meddelade p^ mindagen att den ar 
fuUt redo att utfora "varje tankbar order" fr^n landets 
hogsta ledare. Uttalandet kom sedan de iranska ledar- 
,na utfardat en aUvarlig varning till den styrande tali- 
banmilisen i Afghanistan och till Pakistan. 

- Den Islamiska republiken Irans arme, forlitande 
sig p^ Allah, ar i fuU beredskap for att folja ledarnas 
order och utfora alia tankbara uppdrag var som heist, 
hette det i ett armeuttalande i Teheran. 

Uttalandet kom efter att ayatoUa Ali Khamenei, 
>Irans hogste religiose ledare och overbefalhavare, i ra- 
dio hade varnat talibanema for att deras agerande kan 
,Ieda till en regional storkonflikt. 

- Jag har, hittiUs, lyckats undvika att tanda en sv^- 
slackt eld i regionen, sade ayatoUa Khamenei. Men aUa 
skall veta att en mycket stor fara foreligger. 

Khamenei anklagade ocks^ Pakistan for att militart 
;mtervenera i den afghanska konflikten. 
, - Om inte detta upphor kan det leda tiU en kafestrof, 
v^rnade Khamenei. 

r : Den talibanska milisen intog i sondags staden Ba- 
miyan, den proiranska oppositionens sista faste. > ^ 
Irans overbefalhavare tillkannagav att ytterligare 
200 000 soldater har skickats till gransen efter mordet 
pa mo iranska diplomater i Afghanistan. Darmed skul- 
le 270 000 iranier snart st^ redo vid gransen. 
; Talibanema kontrollerar nu omkring 90 procent av 
Afghanistan. TT-Reuters 
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AFGHANISTAN 

Tusentals 
civila far 
hialpavFN 

'Kabul, tt-afp 
► I skuggan av det allt storre 
krigshotet mellan Afghanistan 
ock II^ forbereder FN en 
jatteinsats for att hjalpa de 
10 ooo-tals civila som hamnat 
i klam mellan angripande tali- 
bafflSt^or och olika milis- 
grupper i den svartillgangliga 
Hazajaratregionen i centrala 
Afghanistan. 

I over ett ar har omradet 
varit avskuret fran omvarlden. 
FN har gang pa gang vadjat till 
den talibanska ledningen om 
att fa anvanda de avsparrade 
vagarna in i omradet for mat 
och fomodenheter, men har 
standigtstoppats fran att utfo- , 
ra nigra hj^pinsaiser. 

Hja.lpen har dragits iB 

Efter sommarens inordpli tre 
FN-anstallda har FN ocksa 
dragit ned personalen i landet 
till ett absolut minimum och i 
praktiken upphort med hjalp- 
verksamheten. 

Inte forran staden Bamyian 
foil i talibanemas hander for 
ett par dagar sedan lyckades 
forhandlingarna. Vid ett mote 
i FN-hogkvarteret i New York 
i onsdags vadjade de taliban- 
skt iybfifidlama att FN 
och andra hjalporganisationer 
skyndsamt skickar hjalp for att 
undvika en "potentiell kata- 
stroP. 

Talibanema har ocksa lovat 
att garantera de utsanda hjalp- 
arbetamas sakerhet i omradet 
odr ge dem inojlighet att ni 
fram dit de vill. Tidigare har 
talibanema vid olika tillfallen 
hindrat hjalp att na fram till 
mS^^ som hSllits m hent- 
liga styrkor. 

Omradets tranga bergspass 
ar mycket besvarHgt att passe- 
ra, varfor FN kommer att vaia 
beroende av den flygplats som 
fmns utanfbr Bamiyan. Men 
den ar for t&varande svart 
skadad efter strider mellan 
rivaliserande milisgrupper. 

FN lanmade Afghanistan 20 
august! seflan en italiensk FN- 
officermordate "efter det ame- 
rikanska angreppet pa den pa- 
stadda terroristbasen i ostra 
Afghianfetan/'I juli fick tyS 
lo^ankallda' FN-tjanstemIn 
strupama avskuma fran^r 
FN-kontoret i Jalalabad. 



KrigslK>tet trappas upp 

Ir^ utlyser hogsta beredskap i kooflikten med Afghanistan 




limhr mad bUdot av nio m6i 

# Kngshotet i Afghanistan trap- 
pades pi tisdagen upp pi ett dra- 
matiskt sStt dd aiatolla Khame- 
nei, Irans militare fiverbefSlha- 
vare och religiose ledare, utiyste 
hfigsta beredskap och beordrade 
anndn att "snabbt och beslut- 
samt" utl&n de order som kom- 
mer. 

Talibanema var snabba i repli- 
ken och gav besked om att man i 
hSndelse av ett angrepp komraer 
att attackera iranska stado*. 

Khamenei uppgav vi(f«tt mSftiB 
i T<;Ji£xan med ledare fi^ revolu- 
licH^lfa gardet att han iuttills fOr- 
hindrat krigets flammor frdn att 
blossa upp men att risken fdr en 
konflikt nu ar mycket stort. 

- Vi har en skyldighet att vama 
om islams heliga namn och hjSIpa 
det fortryckta afghanska folket, 
sa han enligt iran^a nj^^f^i- 
r4n Ima. 

Hatet mot de afghanska tali- 
banema vaxer fiver hela landet 
och tusentals gritande demon- 
stranter ropade dod it fienden 



dlpfpntater hade m6tt upp nUr klatoma med de nIo aniande till huvudstaden Teheran I mindaga. 

na med mo m 



di kistoma med nio mdrdade di- 
plomater natten till mindagen 
aniande till huvudstaden. Stats- 
begravningen pd fredag vantas 
samla en miljon sfiijande. 

200.000 soldater ar nu p4 vag 
mot gransen i dknen dSr 70.000 
redan ligger nedgrMvda i skytte- 
vSm. Det Sr halften av hela ar- 
mtxi och friviUiga revolutions- 
giffdister i^pfes ocksi beredda 

Qron vSxer i I^dostan sma kan 
dras in i en konflikt eftersom 
drygt 5.000 pakistanska frivilliga 
av religjosa skal gStt med taliba- 
nema i deras heliga krig. Iran har 
upprepade ginger anklagat Isla- 
mabad for att ge talibanema mi- 
litar och ekonomisk hjalp och 
uppmanat d^^M 'Ut best '^mz 
klor. 

Arm^chefen Karamat varna- 
de pi tisdagen nationen for 
krigsrisken och for mojlighetcii 
av ett blodbad i den sekteriska 



konflikt mellan landets simni- 
och shiamuslimer som pi senare 
ir kravt 100-tals dodsoffer. 

Talibanemas andlige ledare, 
mullah Omar, uppmanade frin 
sitt tillhiU i Kandahar Iran att 
"komma och sitta ned i fdrhand- 
lingar under FN:s lagar". 

- Vi uubkar inte-krig mot Iran 
men fdrsvarar oss med alia tom- 
del,saban, 

Iran har Ktttffls aw&at ^mtal 
eftersom man anser att taliba- 
nema Srsi primitiva och uppiyll- 
da av sjalvfdrhirligande att de 
belt stmntar i intemationella av- 
tal och auktoriteter. Laget har 
forvarrats sedan regimen i Kabul 
i sondags erovrade staden Ba- 
miyan som var de afghanska 
shia-muslimemas sista faste. 

Oron for att de fanatiska tali- 
banema skall massakrera tusen- 
tals shias pi samma satt som 
skedde i Mazar-i-Sharif i norr i 
borjan av augusti okar ocksi. 

Iran vadjade pi teili^n till 
FN att forhindra cn ny tragedi 



och vapenskramlet langs grin- 
sen kan syfta till att oka pressen 
pi varldssamfundet att agera 
snaUst. 

Talibanema ska Vita sig en Uixa 
Men mycket talar fdr att piaster- 
skapet beslutat sig fHr att l^ra ta- 
tibaqoraa m Ub». baa set rig 
som «n besliyimtfe av all viri- 
dens shia-muslimer och kan 
knappast lita massakem av tu- 
sentals civila i jra^itoidet pas- 
sera ostraffiat. 

Vad som kan fS dem att hiUa 
igen ir det fakluni att Iran i dag 
leder de 55 medlemsslalerna i is- 
lamiska samarbetsorganel QIC. 
Oron for att likt 
den soyjetiska su- 
permakten fastna 
i ett lingt utdraget 
gerillakrig ar en 
annan faktor. 

Pakistan ar iso- 
lerat och saknar 
hell viinner i Cen- 
tralasien. 




Utan en godtagbar forkla- 
ring till morden och att de an- 
svariga stalls infor ratta, vag- 
rar FN att formellt atervanda 
till Afghanistan i full skala. 

H4rd svensk kritik 

Sveriges utrikesminister Lena 
Hjelm-Wallen riktade igar 
harda angrepp mot Afghani- 
stans talibanska regiitt Ho^n 
fordomde bland annat morden 
pa iranska diplomater i Mazar- 
i-Sharif. 

Hjelm-Wall6n uttalade stor 
oro over rapporterna om mas- 
sakrer pa shiamuslimer i 
Afghanistan, som linmats m 
i bland annat Amnesty. 
; Sverige arbetar som ordfor- 
• andeland i FN:s sakerhetsrad 
pS att snabbt fi utrett '^d mM 
hant, skriver utrikesministem 
i ett skriftligt uttalande: 



Afghanistan frigav iranier^^^ 



blYotta och medtagna kom pi Idrdagen fern ira- 
nier som frigi^ts av talibanema frin Afghanistan till Pakis- 
tan. De bade yiUits f3ngna pi islamistmilisens bas i Kanda- 
har i nira en minad. 

Vad som ska handa med de 40 iranier som finns kvar i &d%- 
enskap beror pi vad Iran g5r harnast, klargjbrdc en talesman 
for Afghanistans ambassad i Pakistans huvudstad Islamabad. 

Vad Afghanistan hoppas pi efter sin goodwillgest ar att 
Iran ska dra tillbaka d stora truppstyrkor som samlats vid 
gransen mellan de tvi landerna. tt-afp JU)/9— 



Raketanfall skordade 
manga oflfer i Kabul 

Kabul: Minst 180 personer dodades eller skadades i Afgha- 
nistans huvudstad Kabul pi sondagen. iLtl talesman for den 
talibanska regimen sade att ett raketanfall mot staden frin 
oppositionen hade kravt minst 180 doda och skadade. 

Ogonvittnen sade att tre raketer slog ner under kort tid. 
Den forsta i narheten av flygplatsen anstallde inga storre ska- 
dor. Den andra traffade en forort till BCabul och dodade minst 
elva personer. Ytterligare 30 skadades. Den tredje raketen 
slog ner pi en till trangsel fylld marknadsplats strax vaster 
om Kabul och orsakade stor forodelse. Branda och forvrid- 
na manniskokroppar lig overallt, sade ogonvittnen. 

De regerande talibanemas milis besvarade elden mot stall- 
ningar norr om staden, dar oppositionsledaren Ahmed Shah 
Massoud styrkor fanns. tt-reuters ^\Jt^ 2,( -'^^ 



Norsk press 
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Krise for Afghanistanhjelpen 

KABUL: Bistandsarbeidet til Afghanistan kan biyte sam- 
-en, pa gninn avTaHbans nya krav tH hjelpeoreanisasio- 
aene i landet Taliban har gitt hjelp«>ig4iLioS^t°- 
3atum om a flytte til en utbombet ruin uten vann, strem 
og vmduer i utkanten av byen innen sendag, eUer a hU 
u.vist fra landet Hyttekravet kommerpa toppen av en 
rexke andre konflikter meUom hjelaeorgapisasionene os 
-en fundamentalistiskeTaHban-miiitsen, blant anSt om 
maners adgang tU helsetjenester. 

LZRDAG 18. JULI 1998 



Trekker seg ut av Kabul 

Mens hundretusener afghanere sSrt trenger hjelp uten- 
fra, vurderer intemasjonale hjeipeorganisasjoner & 
trekke seg ut av landet - i protest mot Taliban-regi- 
mets innblanding i deres afterer. 



Denne uken gjorde 
Taliban, som kon- 
urollerer tre firede- 
ler av Afghanistan, 
det klart at de ikke 
vil fravike kravet 
om at alle hjelpeor- 
gamisasjonene som 
befinner seg i Ka- 
bul ma flytte inn i 
niinene av den 
gamle polytekniske 
skolen i byen. 

Det ble presisert 
at hvis de nekter a 



etterkomme kra- 
vet, ma de forlate 
landet - og ikke ba- 
re Kabul by, slik det 
opprinnelige kra- 
vet led. 



ingenfrist 

Det er imidlertid 
ikke satt noen frist 
for en eventuell til- 
baketrekning. 

- Vi haper hjelpe- 
organisasjonene 



kan sta samlet i 
denne konflikten 
Var erfaring er at 
situasjonen i Afgha- 
nistan endrer seg 
raskt, og at en even- 
tuell tilbaketrek 
ning bare vil vaere 
midlertidig. Vi ons- 
ker derfor a opp- 
rettholde dialogen 
med Taliban, sier 
leder av Afghani- 
stankomiteen i Nor- 
ge. Per Homf elt 
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Ma forlate Afghanistan 

OSLO: Bade Afghanistankomiteen i Norge og Kirkens 
Nodhjelp kommer trolig til a forlate Af^anistans 
hovedstad ICabuLTaliban-regimet har stUt uakseptable 
krav til organisasjonene. Detytterliggiende regimet har 
krevd at alle de utenlandske hjelpeorganisasjonene skal 
flytte fra sine nSvaerende tOholdssteder i Kabul og sarn- 
ies i ruinen av byens gamle polytekniske skole. Der er 
det verken tak, lys, vann, strom eller andre nodvendig- 
heter. Taliban krever ogsa i fa personopplysninger pm 
afghanere som arbeider for organisasjonene. 
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truer hjelpeoi^aiiisasjonene 



Kabijlkontoret til 

«s N0cihjelp er 
fcir^^ipent - men 
ventiea'bes0kav 
!>Taliban-militsen. 

is 

GUNNAR FILSETH 



-Vi venter bes0k, men tip- 
per jo det Ikke kommer 
noen. Kontorene til mange 
av de andre er n& stengt. Vi 
vet bare ikke n&r turen kom- 
mer til oss . . . 

Dette sier Toril Borud, 
nestleder for Kirkens N0d- 
l\jelp i Afghanistan, p& tele- 
fonen fi:a Peshawar i Paki- 
stan. Sammen med lederen 
for Afghanistan-program- 
met, Jan Ahlander, dro hun 
fra Kabul sist s0ndag, som 
det ultra-ortodokse Tali- 
ban-regimet hadde satt som 
frist. Over radio holder de 



kontakt med lokalansatte 
afghanere som driver Ka- 
bul-kontoret vldere - s& len- 
gedetvarer. 

Soldater og sikkerhets- 
folk fra Taliban-militsen, 
med sine Kalashnikov'er 
over skulderen, fortsatte i 
g§r sine razziaer mot bi- 
standskontorene. Minst 30 
av de 38 intemasjonale orga- 
nisasjonene som har vaert 
virksomme i Kabul, har n& 
f&tt kroken pi d0ren. Blant 
disse er kontoret til Den 
norske Afghanistankomit^- 
en. 

Pd kolUsjonskurs 

Organisasjonene har de 
siste mSneder vaert p& kolU- 
sjonskurs med Taliban, som 
har gitt dem valget meUom & 
flytte til et isolert og utbom- 
bet bygningskompleks i ut- 
kanten av byen, eller & kom- 
me seg ut av Afghanistan. 
Bare en av de 38 har godtatt 



regimets diktat. Likevel har 
ogs& denne f&tt stengnings- 
ordre. 

Borud betegner de anvis- 
te lokalene som belt h&p- 
l0se. Bygningene har hver- 
ken vann, str0m eller vin- 
dusruter. For et par §r siden 
1& de midt i en slagmark, 
dermed mangier noen av 
bygningene ogs&tak. 

i 

Oynesomser 

Flytteoperasjonen er bare 
et p&skudd for & f& organisa- 
sjonene ut, de har aldri vaert 
populaere hos Taliban, sier 
sosionomen fra Karasjok. 
Den islamsk-ftmdamenta- 
listiske bevegelsen vil ha 
kontroU med alt som foreg&r 
og er saerlig p& vakt mot et 
liberalt kvinnesyn. 

-Yi ser det som skjer, og 
sier fra om det. N&r vi er ute, 
blir det fserre 0yne som 
ser. . . 

- Men folk i Kabul vil gjer- 



ne ha oss hen De synes det! 
er forferdelig det som n& 
skjer. Mange som har det 
vanskelig nok fra f0t, vil fk 
det enda vanskeligere. Man- 
ge fler vil m&tte gk sultne et- 
ter dette. 

30 OOP krigsenker 

Det skal vaere rundt . 
30 000 krigsenker i Kabul. 
Dertil kommer kvinner som 
er gift med krigsinvalider og 
mineofre. Med famlliemed- 
lenuner blir dette en stor 
skare som har vaert avhen- 
gig av l^elpeorganisasjone- 
ne for 4 overleve. For en stor 
del lever de av subsidiert 
br0d fra organisasjonenes 
bakerier, som n& etter alt & 
d0mme vil bli stengt. 

Siden razziaene begynte 
sist s0ndag er en rekke lo- 
kalansatte afghanere blitt 
arrestert, uten at noen har 
f&ttvitegrunnen. 

- Det ser ikke ut til at de 



gftr-^ sarlig • systematisk, til,; 
verk8/De har tatt tned'iteg 
kanskje en afghaner her og 
to der. Forel0pig vet ingen 
hva som vil sKje med dem, 
forteller Borud. 

Mandag ble to afghanske 
FN-ansatte Itmnet drept 
utenfor byen Jalalabad. Det 
er, ikkev opplyst noe om hva 
motivetfor drapene kanyae- 
re. "^Taliban har ellers st&tt 
p&, rimelig god fot med 
FNJPN-organisasjonene og 
Det intemasjonale R0de 
Kors har f&tt lov til & fortset- 
te bistanden - kanskje som 
de eneste. 

EU-kommisjonens hjelpe- 
organisasjon er derimot 
blitt kastet ut. Taliban-sol- 
dater trengte seg mandag 
inn i lokalene, drev ut perso- 
nalet og bommet igjen byg- 
ningen. 

EU finansierer prosjekte- 
ne til fleye av de private or- 
ganisasjonene i Afghani- 
stan. 
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Kritisk i Kabul 



NINA HAABETH. NTB 
Kaiaul/Oslo 

Uoversiktlig situasjon: Taliban- 
mvndighetene viser ingen kompro- 
missvilje overfor intemasjonale 
hjelpeorganisasjoner i den afghan- 
ske hovedstaden Kabial. Lokalbe- 
folkningen gar vanskeligere tider i 
mote. Tirsdag ble flere kontorer 
stengt samtidig somTaliban gikk til 
nye arrestasjoner av lokalt ansatte. 
Av en intemasjonal stab av hjelpe- 
arbeidere pa rundt 200 er na bare 
39 igjen i KabuL 

Kirkens Nodhjelp (KN) som har 
kontor i Kabul ventet tirsdag stadig 
besok av Taliban. 

-Vi er spente pa hva som kommer 
til a skje. Situasjonen er svaert 
uoversiktlig, sier informasjonssjef i 
KN, Helge KjoUesdal. 

Kjollesdal, som tirsdag morgen 



var i kontakt med Kabul, sier at det 
ser ut til at Taliban gar systematisk 
til verk. 

- Det virker som om de kjenner 
organisasjonene meget godt, og at 
de vet hva de gjor De gar fra dis- 
trikt til distrikt og gjennomsoker og 
stenger kontorer. Gledelig nok fikk 
en av vare lokale samarbeidspart- 
nere, som arbeider med helse, lov til 
a fortsette driften. Det kan bety at 
selv om de stenger kontoret vart, 
kan vi fortsette en del av innsatsen 
gjennom vare lokale partnere, sier 

Kjollesdal. 

Ifolge nyhetsbyfaet AFP har 
naermere 20 intemasjonale hjelpe- 
organisasjoner na f att sine kontorer 
stengt. De fleste av de utviste orga- 
nisasjonene er kjent for a vaere 
skarpe kritikere av Talibans. poli- 
tikk - ikke minst nar det gjelder 




iers rettigheter'FN, som av 

mange kritiseres for a vaere for 
kompromissvillige, og det noytrale 
intemasjonale Rode Kors ser fore- 
lopig ut til a fa bli. 

Arsaken til at Taliban gar til det 
dramatiske skrittet a arrestere 
lokale hjelpearbeidere, stenge kon- 
torer og vise ut intemasjonale 
representanter, er at de onsker full 

kontroll. '. 
De intemasjonale hjelpeorgani- 

sasjonene har vaert en tom i oyet pa 
Taliban siden de kom til makten i 
Kabul hosten 1996. De intemasjo- 
nale organisasjonene har klaget pa 
de vanskelige arbeidsvilkarene for 
sine ansatte, og krevd skolegang og 
helsetilbud for Af ghanistans kvin- 
ner Men Taliban fraber seg enhver 
innblanding i «indre anliggende» 
og har tatt kritikken svaert ille opp. 



Moskva st0tter aktivt kampen mot Taliban 




Ti ar elter at sovjetiske styrker 
nillet ut av Afghanistan over 
Amu Daiya-broen, er 
russeme tilbake igjen som 
akt0rer i den nye afghanske 
krigen. p54eA^f 

Washington Denne gangen er 
russeme ute etter o^je. dess- 
uten fors0ker de & beskytte 
Russlands grenser, skriver avi- 
sen The New York Times. 

Moskva er i ferd med & bli en 
betydelig st0ttespiller for den 
sSkalte nord-alliansen, som 
kjemper mot Taliban-militsen 
- de militante islamske funda- 
mentalistene som kontrollerer 



det meste av laiidet inklusive 
Kabul. 

Amerikanske embedsmenn 
tror det nye russiske engasje- 
mentet i Afghanistan er ledd i 
en omfattende strategi for & 
sikre russisk innflytelse i Sent- 
ral-Asia og regionens store ol- 
jeforekomster. 

Russland sender ikke solda- 
ter denne gangen. 13 000 sol- 
dater d0de der under Sovjets 
ni fir lange okkupasjon pft 80- 
tallet. I stedet s0rger russeme 
for tunge v&pen, opplserlng og 
logistikk til den l0st allierte 
Taliban-opposisjonenmed ba- 
se i IQelltraktene i nord. 

Med p& laget er ogs& Iran 
som 0nsker & stanse Taliban- 
militsen f0r den vokser seg for 



mektlg. Det iranske preste- 
regimet betrakter i tillegg Ta- 
libans sterkt dogmatlske for- 
tolkning av Koranen som eks- 
trem. 

Iran forsyner nord-alliansen 
med enda mer v&pen, drivstoff 
og annet materiell enn msser- 
ne, hevder amerikaneme. 

Utenfor dette selskapet pa 
hver sin side av Iran befinner 
Saudi-Arabia og Pakistan seg, 
begge Talibans venner. 

I et omr&de der alliansene 
alltid har skiftet, der fiender 
kan bli partnere og venner 
havne i krig, st0tter Russland 
ni oppr0rsstyrker som kom- 
manderes av ledere fra den 
tidligere mujahedin-geri^jaen. 
Mujahedin og soyjetstjrrkene 



kjempet mot hverandre p& 80- 
tallet, mujahedin med den 
amerikanske etterretningen 
CIAiryggen. 

De som mest av alt nyter 
godt av st0tten &a Russland 
er gruppen som ledes av Ah- 
mad Shah Massoud. Han var 
en av de mest aggressive og ef- 
fektive afghanske figurene i 
CIAs hemmelige krig mot sov- 
jethaeren, skriver The New 
York Times. 

Massouds tidUgere st0tter i 
USA unng&r ikke & se ironien. 

- Massoud var spydspissen, 
mannen vi gikk til nftr vi ville 
ha noe gjort mot russeme, sier 
en etterretningsmann til avi- 
sen. (NTB) 



MO 



FN far kritikk: Taliban- 
myndighetene utviste fle- 
re internasjonale hjelpe- 
organisasjoner fra 
Afghanistans hovedstad 
Kabul mandag. 

Leger uten grenser mener FNs 
kompromissvilje overfor det fun- 
damentalistiske regimet er en av 
^rsakene til at Taliban vager et 
slikt skritt. 

I tillegg til a stenge flere av hjel- 
peorganisasjonenes kontorer, samt 
kontoret til deres paraplyorgani- 
sasjon ACBAR, arresterte Taliban 
flcro lokall ansntlo. Taliban gikk 
ogsS til dot skritt a lukkc EU-kom- 
misjonens kontor i Kabul. EU vil 
n& suspendcro sin hjelp til de 
omradene Taliban kontrollerer. 
EU skulle ha frigitt et l^n til 
Afghanistan pa 11 millioner dollar 
(naermere 80 millioner kroner) 1. 
august. 

Kirkens Nedhjelp fiykter at 
organisasjonens kontor st4r for tur 
tirsdag eller onsdag. 



Taliban utviser 

hjelpearbeidere 



FN-kritikk 

Blant organisasjonene som na er 
utvist er Leger uten grenser. 
L<*doron for den norske avdcling- 
en, Kurt Peleman, sier at organi- 
.sn.sjonen er svrprt kritisk til FNs 
rolie i Afghanistan. 

- Leger uten grenser legger 
skylden pa FNs lave prof il for den 
situasjonen vi nli har havnet i. 
Helt fra Taliban kom til makten 
og fram til i dag har FN vist stor 
kompromissvilje overfor Taliban- 
regimet, blant annet i kvinne- 
sporsmal. I vare oyne har FN 
vaert alt for svake, sier Peleman 
til NTB. 

Leger uten grenser er likevcl 
glad for at FN forolopig ser ut til 
a kunne fortsette sitt arbeid i 
Kabul. 

Leger uten grenser evakuerer 
tirsdag tre internasjonale medar- 
beidere som for tiden oppholder 
seg i Kabul. De evakueres ut av 
Kabul til Gazni-omradet, der de 
skal fortsette hjelpeinnsatsen. 

- Men vare prosjekter i Kabul 
mk forelopig innstilles. Vi gir i 
dag stotte til fire klinikker og to 



sykehus, som til sammen syssel- 
setter 20 lokalt ansatte. Blant 
disse er rundt halvparten kvin- 
nor. Vi fi-yktcr at det blir svaert 
vanskelig for disse k fortsette sitt 
arbeid, sier Peleman. 

- Svaert alvorlig 

Taliban stengte ogsk kontoret til 
paraplyorganisasjonen ACBAR. 
Informasjonssjef Helge KjoUesdal 
i Kirkens Nodhjelp ser svaert 
alvorlig pH dette. 

- Det var et strategisk valg, for 
uten ACBAR er det vanskelig for 
andre organisasjoner a operere, 
sier KjoUesdal. 

- Dette betyr slutten for de fri- 
villige utenlandske organisasjone- 
ne i Kabul. Trolig er det begynnel- 
sen pa slutten for utlendinger her i 
det hcle tatt, sier Charles MacEad- 
den i ACBAR til nyhetsbyr^et 
AFR 

Ingen norske 

KjoUesdal opplyser at Taliban 
enn& ikke har aksjonert mot Kir- 
kens Nodhjelp i Kabul, men at de 
frykter at de kan slli til tirsdag 
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eller onsdag. 

Pressetalskvinne Hanne Marie 
Kaarstad i UD opplyser at ingen 
ansatte i norske organisa-sjoncr 
skal vaere blant de arresterte. Sty- 
releder Per Horn felt i Afghanist- 
unkomitecn hur heller ikke f&tt 
meldinger som tyder p&^at' norske 
organisasjoners ansjatte'* er ram- 
met. 

- Men vi ser pS denne utvikling- 
en som meget bekymringsfuU. Vi 
har lenge fulgt noye med i det som 
skjer i Afghanistan, og har visst at 
det ikke er lett S arbeide der, men 
dette er en drastisk utvikUng, sier 
Kaarstad. 

- Vurderer Norge & kutte bistan- 
den til Afghanistan, slik EU er 
naer ved Si gjore? 

- Vi har forelopig ikke tatt noen 
slik beslutning, men 8& er jo ogs& - 
denne siste ut>dklingen>.. meget- 
fersk. Vi felger sotii sagt ^ed, og er ^ 
i jevn kontakt med andre giver- 
land, sierjKaarstad. 

NTB 
Kabul/Oslo 



OagUadet 



Onsdag 22. juli 1998 



Afghanistan blomstrer et kjonnsdiskriminerende apartheidregime som 
ryster Vesten. Men bak st^r Vestens interesser.^ 



Guds terror 



Da jeg nylig tok drosje 
hjem, spilte sjdferen bare 
stille musikk i bilen. Han 
forklarte at han ikke orket 
i here noe annet, fordi det 
var krig i hans hjemland. 
En krig mot hele folket, 
men saerlig mot kvinnene, 
ja, mot fornuften selv. 

Han kom fra Afghanistan, et 
land som til tross for den geo- 
grafiske avstanden er naer nok 

til at dets gro- 
teske terror- 
regime angir 
oss, og ikke 
bare gjenhom 
den hloidfull 
flyktninger ■ 
som er i Ian-, 
det. Hjelpeor- 
ganisasjoner 
som Kirkens 
Nodhjelp 
kommande- 
res ut av tali- 
banstyret. 
Den offisielle 
begrunnelsen er at staten tren- 
ger lokalene, men 5rsaken er 
snarere at de kunne smitte be- 
folkningen med^VestHg deka- 
dense, som S anse kvinner for 
mennesker. 

■ ■Taliban betyr teologistu- 




PETER NORMANN 
WAAGE 




dent. Bevegelsen, som best^ 
av unge gutter med morkt 
skjegg, svarte tegninger rundt 
oynene og morke turbaner, har 
sitt utspring i flyktningleirene i 
Pakistan. Den var pd det naer- 
meste ukjent inntil den sto 
utenfor hovedstaden Kabul i 
begynnelsen av 1995. Halvan- 
net kr seinere utnevnte taliban 
en midlertidig -regjering og 
hengte den tidligere presiden- 
ten Najibullah i en lyktestolpe. 
Befolkningen hSpet pS fred et- 
ter nesten 20 irs uavbrutt bor- 
gerkrig. 

■ ■ Snart ble det klart at kri- 
gen fortsatte, ni mellom jGud, 
representert ved de nye 'makt- 
haveme, og folket. Landet 
skulle fi et islamsk styre, og et- 
ter et par mineder med taliban 
ved makten, kom forordninge- 
ne. Straffen for ikke ^ folge 
dem var i verste fall d0den: 
Kassettspillere ble forbudt, av- 
bildninger av dyr og mennes- 
ker likesi. Musikk, dans og 
drageflyging, som var en yndet 
sport i landet, ble avskaiffet - 
fordi det tok oppmerksomhe- 
ten bort fra Gud. AUe menn ble 
pdlagt 1 baere et skjegg som var 
minst en neve langt, med den 
f0lge at den viktigste salgsar- 
tikkelen nA skal vaere ansikts- 
hSr. Guds farligste fiende^ er li- 
keivel kvinnen. 



■ ■ «Departementet for d frem- 
elske det gode og bekjempe det 
onde* erklaerte fS m^eder et- 
ter maktovertakelsen at det 
iranske sloret chadcxr skulle er- 
stattes med burfca, et heldek- 
kende telt aUe kvinner m4tte 
ifere seg utendors. Leger fikk 
forbud mot k behandle kvinner 
som ikke var i folge med en 
mannlig slektning, noe som 
saerlig gii ut over Kabuls 
20 000 enker. Jenteskolene ble 
stengt. Utdannelse og arbeid 
ble forbudt for kvinner. 

■ ■ A p4sti at talibanstyret vi- 
ser det virkelige islam er like 
sant som i hevde at Oliver 
Cromwells diktatur i 1600-tal- 
lets England representerer den 
virkelige kristendommen. Da 
var drikk, dans og teater for- 
budt uka igjennom. PS S0nda- 
gene var det ogsS straffbart 4 le. 
Taliban representerer et for- 
kvaklet bondesamfunn og fa- 
natiske ungdommers despera- 
te reakgon modemiserin- 
gen. Afghanistan er et av de 
minst urbaniserte landene i 
Asia, og bare omkring 20 pro- 
sent av befolkningen kan lese 
og skrivellikevel ble kvinners 
rett til'blauit annet utdannelse 
stadfestet i 1929, men forte al- 
lerede daitn at rasende ortodok- 
se styrtet kong AmanuUah. I 



1959 ble det endelig tillatt i kle 
seg «vestUg». I 1964 fikk kvin- 
nene stemmerett. 

■ ■Newsweek kan forteUe at 
talibans makt baserer seg pi 
frykt, ikke forst^else. Under 
burkaen er kvinnene kledd 
som i Vesten; med fare for livet 
organiseres det hemmelige jen- 
teskoler pd alle nivSer. Modige 
leger trosser forbudene, og pa- 
rabolantenner, som selvfolgelig 
ogsS er forbudi ^mmes i 
vanntanker. For «de' er en tali- 
ban under hver stein*, som et 
av de nye ordtakene i landet ly- 
der. 

■ ■Talibans viktigste stotte- 
spLUer befinher seg likevel i ut- 
landet. Pakistan. Var forst ute 
med S anerkjenne regimet. Bak 
Pakistan stij* USA. Sovjets til- 
baketrekning fra Afehanistan 
stanset ikke den kalde krigen i 
omrSdet. Den er blitt varm og 
handler om bijeledningene fra 
de tidligere sovjetrepublikke- 
ne. USA vil ikke at oljen skal le- 
des inn i Iran, og har forsynt 
den iransk-fiendtlige taliban- 
bevegelsen med vSpen. Derfor 
angSr Afghanistans kjonnsdis- 
kriminerende apartheidregime 
ogsS oss. Norges mektigste alli- 
erte har ofret landet pi det stor- 
politiske sjakkbrett og hindret 
en fredelig modemisering. 
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Afghanistan 
tvinger 

hjelpere ut 



ALKiell Ariiri |^H.if^n 
NTB 

BAjDE Afghanistankomiteen 
1 Norge og Kirkens Nedhjelp 
kommer trolig dl 1 forlate 
Afghanistans hovedstad Ka- 
bul. 

Taliban-regiraet har stilt 
uakseptable krav dl organisa- 
sjonene. 

Det ytterliggiende regimet 
har krevd at alle de utenland- 
ske hjelpeorganisasjonene 
skal flytte fra sine navjerende 
tilholdssteder i Kabul og 
sarnies i ruinen av byens gam- 
le polytekniske skole. 

Der er det verken tak, lys, 
vann eller andre nedvendig- 
heter. 

Forlater byen 

- Opprettholder Taliban 
kravene, forlater vi i hvert fell 
Kabul, sier Per Homfelt, sty- 
releder i Afghanistankomite- 
en. 

Hvorfor kravene er kom- 
met, er usikkert. Fra Taliban 
er det blitt argumentert med 
sikkerhetsgrunner. Organisa- 
sjonene ser kravet som et for- 
sek pa a umuliggjare arbeidet 
deres og ^eriswd bli kvitt 
dem. 

I tillegg dl kravet om flyt- 
ting har regimet ogsa for- 
langt a fa. rilgang pa de lokal- 
ansattes personalia. 

- Det kan Afghanistanko- 
miteen ikke gi med pi, un- 
derstreker Homfelt. 

Slutt pa tSfnKMiigheten 

Bistandsminister Hilde Fra- 
Qord Johnson sier ril Aften- 
posten at regjeringen er i ferd 
med a revurdere feamden dl 
Afghanistan, blant annet som 
falge av regimets svsert kvin- 
nediskrimrnerende poh'dkk. 

- V5r tllmodighet med Ta- 
liban-geriljaen i Afghanistan 
er slutt, sier Fnifiord John- 
son. 

Norge har him"l i 3r brukt 
40 millioner kroner dl huma- 
nitaer hjelp i landet, som har 
va:rt rammet av to jordskjelv- 
katastrofer i dllegg dl krigs- 
handlingene. 
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Kabul uten drikkevann 



Krigstrette: Innbyggere i den 
afghanske hovedstaden 
Kabul bar allerede begynt a 
merke f olgene av at intema- 
sjonale hjelpeorganisasjo- 
ner er blitt kastet ut av byen. 

Forsyningene av rent 
drikkevann er i ferd med a 
bryte sammen. 

- Vi har vaert uten rennen- 
de vann i noen dager na. 
Folk begynner a bli syke av 
a matte drikke bronnvann, 
sier Shah Marai som bor i en 
tett befolket bydel nord i 
Kabul. Han legger skylden 
pa taliban-regimet. 

Det var den franske hjel- 
peorganisasjonen Solidari- 
tes som sorget for at pumpe- 
anlegget for drikkevann til 
bydelen fimgerte som det 
skulle. Organisasjonen er i 
likhet med andre vestlige 



hjelpeorganisasjoner tvung- 
et til a f orlate Kabul. 

Eksperter sier at de grun- 
ne bronnene som na tas i 
bruk, ofte blir forurenset av 
latriner i naerheten. 200.000 
mennesker er rammet av 
problemet, og det er alvorlig 
fare for epidemier. 

Medisinsk personale 
frykter dessuten at byens 
helsevesen skal bryte sam- 
men hvis ikke hjelpeorgani- 
sasjonene far komme tilba- 
ke. De ansatte ved byens 
eneste bamesykehus sier at 
situasjonen allerede er kri- 
tisk. 

- Vi er fuUstendig avheng- 
ig av utenlandsk hjelp i form 
av mat, medisiner og lon- 
ninger, sier en av legene. 
Han tilfoyer at sykehusets 
bare har begrensede lagre av 



mat og medisiner, som ble 
etterlatt da Redd Bama, 
Leger uten grenser og 
Aksjon mot suit trakk seg 
ut. 

Det fryktes at mange 
leger vil forsvinne nar de 
ildke lenger mottar okono- 
misk godtgjorelse fra de 
intemasjonale organisasjo- 
nene. FN er fremdeles til 
stede i Kabul, men forbere- 
der seg pa a trappe ned virk- 
somheten etter at FN i New 
York kunngjorde at alt unn- 
tatt livsviktig hjelp vil bli 
innstilt. 

Flere rehabiliterings-pro- 
sjekter er allerede stanset, 
og det er uansett lite FN kan 
gjore uten de andre humani- 
taere orgsmisasjonene som 
har delt arbeidet seg imel- 

lom. NTB-AFP 

Kabul 



Taliban erobrer nye byer 



Den afghanske Taliban -militsenero- 
bret onsdag to nye byer nord i lan- 
det, og stir n3 p3 grensa til nabolan- 
det Usbekistan. Den vaepnede oppo- 
sisjonen i landet er dermed nesten 
knust. 

Ifolge en talsmann for Taliban-regi- 
met m0tte soldatene liten motstand da 
de onsdag crobret den strategisk vikti- 
ge byen Pul-i-Khumri i Baghlan-pro- 
vinsen. 

Det pakistansk-baserte nyhetsbyra- 
et Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) meldte 
samtidig at Taliban -militsen hadde 



inntatt byen Hairatan ved grensa til 
Usbekistan. Ifolge AIP tok Taliban- 
styrkene minst 200 av den usbekisk- 
aettede krigsherren Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tums soldater til fange under kampene 
om Hairatan. 

Taliban-styrkene skal ogs3 ha gjort 
store framsteg i sin offensivmot styrkene 
til krigsherren Ahmed Shah Masood, det 
tidligere Kabul-regimets forsvarssjef. 

En av Mashoods baser, byen Nah- 
rin mindre enn 50 kilometer sot for 
Pul-i-Khumri, ble ifolge AIP erobret 
onsdag morgen. 



Ifolge AIP overga 600 av Masoods 
soldater seg til de framrykkende Tali- 
ban-styrkene i Nahrin, og Taliban- 
soldatene erobret ogs5 12 stridsvog- 
ner og tusenvis av hIndvSpen. Mel- 
dingene er ikke bekreftet fra uav- 
hengig hold. 

Om Nahrin har fait har Mashood 
mistet sin viktige forsyningsrute til 
Panjshir-dalen, 90 kilometer nordost 
for Kabul, hvor han hadde tilhold i de 
ti Irene han kjempet mot de sovjetiske 
okkupasjonsstyrkene i landet. 

NTB 
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Taliban 
erobrer 
grense- 
omrader 

DEN afghanske Taliban -mi- 
litsen erobret i gar to nye 
byer nord i landet, og star na 
pa grensa dl naboiandet Us- 
bekistan. Den v^pnede 
opposisjonen i landet er der- 
med nesten knust. 

Ifolge en talsmann for Tali- 
ban-regimet metre soldatene 
liten motstand da de i gir 
erobret den strategisk viktige 
byen Pul-i-Khumri i Bagh- 
lan-provinscn. 

Det pakistansk-basene ny- 
hecsbyriet Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) meldte samddig 
at Taliban-militsen hadde 
inntatt byen Hairatan ved 
grensa til Usbekistan. 

Krig^nger 

Ifolge AIP tok Taliban-styr- 
kene minst 200 av den usbe- 
kisk-aettede krigsherren Ab- 
dul Rashid Dostums soldater 
til fange under kampene om 
Hairatan. 

Taliban-styrkene skal ogsa 
ha gjort store framsteg i sin 
offensiv mot styrkene dl 
krigsherren Ahmed Shah 
Masood, det ridligere Kabul- 
regimets. forsvarssjef. 

En av Mashoods baser, 
byen Nahrin mindre enn 50 
kilometer sot for Pul-i- 
Khumri, ble ifolge ATP ero- 
bret i gar morges. Ifolge AIP 
overga 600 av Masoods sol- 
dater seg til de framrykkende 
Taliban-styrkene i Nahrin. 
Meldingene er ikke bekreftet 
fra uavhengig hold. 

Forsyningsrute 

Om Nahrin har fait har 
Mashood mistet sin viktige 
forsyningsrute dl Panjsher- 
dalen, 90 kilometer nordost 
for Kabul, hvor han hadde 
dlhold i de d arene han kjem- 
pet mot de sovjedske okkupa- 
sjonsstyrkene i landet. 

Tirsdag erobret Taliban- 
militsen den viktige mot- 
standsbasen Taloqan, hoved- 
staden i Takhar-provinsen og 
en av Masoods gjenvzrende 
hoyborger. Ogsa der mistet 
Masood en vikdg forsynings- 
rute. I helgen erobret Tali- 
ban-militsen byen Mazar-i- 
Sharif der Dostum hadde sitt 
hovedkvarter, og innforte like 
etter strenge islamske lover 
og 24 timers portforbud. 

Talibans marsj nordover fo- 
rer dl bekymring i nabolan- 
dene Usbekistan, Tadsjikistan 
og Turkmenistan, som fr\ k- 
ter at de afghanske funda- 
mentalistene skal forsokc a 
•«eksportere» sin islamisoske 
revolusjon. (NTB-Reuters) 
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mUi ANKLA6ER FN POR LURERi 

iM3DAD: Iraks visestatsminister Tariq Aziz beskyldte i gir 
PNs vSpeninspekterer for uasrKg spill og for i lope USAs 
serend Aziz kritiserte lederen for vSpeninspektorene, Richard 
Buder, for i la inspeksjonene trekke i langdrag. (NTB-Reuters) 



AVLYSTE MIUT/ER0VELSE ETTER RUSSISK PROTEST 

VLADIVOSTOK: Amerikanske spesialst>Tker avlyste i gir 
en planlagt landgangs-ovelse naer den njssiske stillehavs- 
byen Vladivostok etter protest fra lokale kommunister og 
nasjonalister. (NTB-Reuters) 



VACUV HAVEL OPERERT tOIEN 

PRAHA; En uke etter at han gjennomgikk en mageoperasjon, 
mitte Tsjekkias president Vaclav Havel i g^r gjennom nok et 
inngrep. Leger ved et sykehus i Praha skar et snitt i Havels 
luftrerforSgjoredetlettereforhamapuste. (NTB-DPA) 



AFGHANISTAN 



Ny Taliban-offensiv 

Hjelpearbeidere evakueres fra nordlige Afghanistan 



Internasjonale hjelpe- 
arbeidere planla i g&r 
evakuermg fra byen 
Mazar-e-Sharif nord i 
Afghanislaii etter mel- 
diager om at TsMl^m 
styrker naermet seg 
l^^. Dersom Tali- 
ban-miUtsezi erobrer 
Msaam^mfSbrnM, vil 
den vaere naer sitt mal 
om full kontroU over 
hele Af ^lamstan. 

■ ASNE GULUKSTAD 

Sendag tok Taliban-styrker kon- 
troU over byen Shebergan, som 
ogsd ligger i omradet som har 
vasrt kontroilert av opposisjonen. 
Erobringen var et kraftig tilbake- 
slag for opposisjonen, og Taliban 
nasrmer seg nl Mazar-e-Sharif 
som er hovedkvarteret for oppost- 
sjonsalliansen og den eneste stor- 
fayen som fortsatt 'ikkt koRtiolk- 
res av Taliban. 

Det er blitt meldt om fewapw 
mellom Taliban-styrker og oppo- 
sisjonsstyrko: bare 15 kilonieter 
vest for Mazar-e-Sharif, 11 
utenlandske hjelpearbeidere fra 
ulike hjelpeorganisasjoner planla 
i gir i <3ia £ra omridet, melder 
nyhetsbjnrSet Reuters. Den inter- 
nasjonale Rode Kors-komiteen 
skuUe sende et fly inn i omridet 
for i frakte hjelpearbeiderne ut. 

H0RTE SKUDD 

Innbyggere i Mazar-e-Sharif for- 
mlte i gar at de kunne here skudd 
vest for byen, men at det var stille 
i selve byen. I tillegg til offensiven 
fra vest har Taliban ogsi meldt at 
de nzermer seg Mazar-e-Sharif fra 
nordost, etter i ha tatt kontroU 
over den lille byen Hayiaton pi 
grensen mellom A^hauiistan og 
Usbekistan. 

Bide sivile og soldater ira den 
emiske Hazara-minoriteten var i 
gir pi vei ut av Mazar-e-Sharil 

UROUG 

Mens internasjonale hjelpeorga- 
nisasjoner tidligere i sommer er 
bfitt kastet ut fra Taliban-kontrol- 
lerte omrider, har de kunnet fort- 
sette i nord der opposisjonen sty- 
rer. I de Taliban-kontroUerte 
omridene har bare FN og Rode 
Kors fitt bli. 

Men uroligheter i nord har fcrt 
til at Den internasjonale Rede 
K<frs-komiteen og Rode-Kors-for- 
bundet ikke har hatt permanent 
tilstedevaerelse i Mazar-e-Sharif 
siden mars, opplyser utenlands- 
sjef Magne Bardi i Norges Rode 
Kors. 

- Omridet har vzert urolig pi 
grunn av kamper mellom fraksjo- 
ner iimen opposisjonen. Derfor 
flyttet utenlandske Rode Kors- 




TalibaiMtyricar msnner seg IWaar««lwitf, den amsto steibyan I 

landet. 



aom fortsatt H(ke koirtronwM 



av TtAbon. TaOban wnkef foil kontroll over hele 
(FMo:NTBPliss/AP) 



medarbeidere ut av omridet i vir 
og har siden dratt fram og tilbake, 
sier Barth. 

UTEN MQTSTAND 

Ifalge talsmenn for Taliban har 
deres styrker mott liten motstand 
mot de siste dagers offensiv, og 
Taliban hevder at lokale oppQsi- 
sjcm$Iedere har alSert iiied 
dem. Det «r Ma klart hviike 
grupper som, i tJKelle har gitt over 
til Taliban-styifcene. 

Opposisjonen kontroUerer 
omtrent 10 prosent av Afghanis- 
tan, fortrinnsvis i §eIlomridet 
nordest i landet. I to ir har Tali- 
' ban-regimet forsokt a nedkjempe 
opposisjonsalhansen, som er en 
koalisjon av grupper med ulik 
religios og etnisk tilhorighet. 
Regimet forsoker i innfere den 
strenge islamite ^Htta-Ioven i 
hele landeL 

I ^or pravde Taliban to ganger 
i £i kontroll over omridet i Nord- 
Afghanistan. I mai i §or allierte 
de seg med en kommandor fra 
opposisjonen. men alliansen varte 
bare noen dager og et stort antall 
Talit»n-soldater ble drept under 
kampene som fulgte. I September 
forsokte Taliban i kjempe seg 
opp mot Mazar-e-Sharif, men 
mitte gi tapt. 



IRAN 



Lover a lese ekonomisk floke 

Irans president under sterkt press 



TEHERAN: Irans 
reformvennlige 
leder Mohamed 
Khatami er under 
sterkt press for i 
lose landets eko- 
nomiske p^oble- 
mer, etter ett ir 
som president 

Det er ingen 
liten oppgave 
Khatami stir 
overfor, nir han 
skal forsake i gi 
sine landsmenn 
en viss grad av 
velstand og 4te»xiilsk 
Det haster, men han irnise- sam- 
at det vil ta tid. Det mi ska- 
pes nye arbeidsplasser. produkti- 
viteten w& styrkes og dcooomien 
dereguleres med sikte pi i 
trekke utenlandske invesieinger 
til landet. 

Iraneme mi dessuten gjgre seg 




mindre avhengig 
av oljeinntekter, 
fef bukt med infla- 
sjonen og nedbe- 
taFe landets uten- 
riksgeldt sier pre- 
sidenten. 

Samtidig skal 
sosial rettferdig- 
het beholdes som 
overordnet sikte- 
mil for regjering- 
ens okonomiske 
politikk, tilfoyer 
ban. 



BEHOyMatSUBSiDIER 

Khatami varslet om;&ittende oko- 
nomiske reformer i en ^emsyns- 
tale sendag, pi ettirsdagen for 
sin innsettelse som president, 
men gikk ikke i detaljer om hva 
reformene vil innebaere. I den 
mer erm en time lange talen tak- 
ket Khatami iranerne for deres 



tidmodigfaet i en vanskelig oko- 
nomisk situasjon. 

Han Topet at subsidiene pi 
medisiner og pi de viktigste 
matvarene vil bli beholdt, slik at 
vanlige iranere skal fi beholde 
sin kjopekraft mest mulig ube- 
skireL Han til&yde at regje- 
ringen vil forsoke i stimulere 
den private sektor og iimby ira- 
nere i utiandet til i investere i 
den hjemlige okonomien. 

DYSTRETAU. 

Iran slkcr med en galopperende 
infla^joo. scan ofSsielt er pi 20 
jsosm pi irsbasis, men som 
ifelge vesdige okonomer i viiice- 
ligheten lig^ langt hoyere. Iran 
skal dessuten ha en utenlands- 
gjeld pi mer enn 100 milliarder 
kroner, som landet har lovet S 
nedbetale innen ir 2001. 

(NTB-Reuters-DPA) 
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Taliban tar nokkelby i nord 

K^BUL: Taliban-militsen i Afghanistan har tatt kontroll 
over en nekkelby i et omrSde som opposisjonen kontrol- 
lorer nord i landet, if olge en talsmann for bevegelsen. 
Taliban-talsmann Abdul Hai Mutamean sa sondag at 
styrkene motte Hten motstand da de inntok Shiberghan 
i Jozjon-provinsen. Han sa alle installasjoner i byen, 
inkludert flyplassen, na var under Taliban-kontroll. Det 
var krigsherren Abdur Rashimd Dostum som regjerte 
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Taliban 





Kirkens Nodtyelps kon- 
torer i Afghanistan ble i 
gir stengt av det bein- 
harde Taliban-regimet. 
Bide kontoret og privat- 
boligene til de norske an- 
satte i Kabul ble forseg- 
let av talibanere sent i 
g^ ettermiddag lokal 
tid. 

Det er for tiden ingen 
norske ansatte i Afghani- 
stan. Toril Borud reiste 
ut av landet fredag, mens 
J an Ahlander, som hadde 
planer om i reise inn, 
ikke fir tillatelse. Han 
befinner seg i Pakistan. 

-Vi hadde l0rdag et 
m0te med utenriksde- 
partementet i Afghani- 
stan, som ga OSS et visst 



mm 



hkp om at det var grunn-, 
lag for forhandlinget^ 
Men i dag ble det gjortX 
klart for oss at alle de 
utenlandske organisasjo- 
nene skal behandles likt, *; 
sier utenlandssjefen i 
Kirkens N0dhjelp, Stein 
Villumstad, til NTH. Vil-^ 
lumstad understreker atl 
Kirkens N0dhjelps lokale 
partnere fir fortsette i " 
arbeide. 

Nsermere 40 friviUige ' 
organisasjoner er ni bUtt 
stengt, angivelig fordi de'll 
nektet i samle sine ko'h- ' * 
torer i et utbombet sko^^ 
lekompleks uten vann og 
str0m, og uten tak og vin- ^'^^ 
duer 

3! — ^ 



i 




fieiga var Mazar-i-^artr ^ tvmmt vestlige og iftiemit bymi I MS 
jentene tvunget bak og ut av skoiene, brennevinet hell ut, TV og musikk 
forbudt og amputasjoner og steining innfort som straffesystem. 



Av JAN-ERIK SMILDEN 

Det merkes godt at "Miban bar 
erobret byen og tatt makten. 

En gruppe talibaner skal V3e- 
re pit vei fra hovedstaden Ka- 
bul for S starte sin islamise- 
ringsprosess i Mazar-i-Sharif. 
Det liker innbyggeme i byen 
dirlig. Et flertall er etniske us- 
bekere, som tradisjonelt har 
hatt et liberalt forhold til islam. 
Olabukse har vaert en del av 
skoleuniformen til jentene pS 
universitetet i byen. NS md de 
slutte a studere, og hylle seg 
inn i det forhatte ■>teltet» bur- 
qaen, som resten av A^bani- 
stans kvinner. 



Pa noen dager har Taliban 
tatt store omrlider i Nord-Af- 
ghanistan. og det holdes krise- 
moter i nabolandene. 

De sKjegsete AUahs krig^ere 
skal ni sti bare tretten kilo- 
meter fra grensa til Tadsjikis- 
tan, og de Qsermer seg ogsd Us- 
bekistans grense. Tadsjiki- 



stan har fortsterket grensa si 
og har hjelp av 25 000 russiske 
soldater som er stasjonert i 
landet. 

Ogsi Iran er bekymret. 11 
iranske diplomater er forsvun- 
net i Mazar-i-Sharif, trolig tatt 
til fange av Taliban-soldater. 
Iraneme stotter den sjiamus- 
limske opposisjonsgruppa 
Hizb-i-Wahdat som er med pi i 
kjempe tmt Italiban. 

Fare for storkonflikt 

De tidligere Sovjet-republikke- 
ne i Sentral-Asia er livredde for 
at Taliban skal prove & ekspor- 
tere sin islamske revolusjon 
over grensa. De frykter ogsS 
store flyktningstrammer og 
smugling av vSpen. Ogs^ rus- 
serne ser med stor bekj-mring 
pS utviklingen. Enkelte obser- 
vatorer frykter for en omfatten- 
de konflikt i omridet, dersom 
Talibans offensiv ikke stanses. 

Den multi-etniske Nord-alli- 
ansen som bar ledet an i kam- 
pene mot Taliban, ser jt til S 
vaere i full opplosning. 



En rekke lokale krigsherrer 
har g&tt over til Taliban mot 
klekkelig betaling, og de for- 
skjellige etniske gruppene har 
ikke klart d samarbeide godt 
nok. 

I London hevder Afehani- 
stans anerkjente ambassador, 
som tilhprer Nord-allliansen, at 
et motangrep er pit trappene. 
Det kan vasre for seint. 

'-S" 

!=:j ^ 



Tusenvis av afehanere er p& 
flukt etter Talibans framganger 
pS slagmarken. De har mistet 
sine hjem og har behov for mat, 
medisiner og husly. De fleste 
har samlet seg i grenseomride- 
ne til TadsjiMstan og Usbekis- 
tan, men kommer ikke over 
grensa. Intemasjonale hjelpe- 
organis^oner ftykter en ny 
flyktningkatastrofe. 
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For en gangs skyld er ikke iranere hovedmistenkte liter et terrorattehtgit. 
Kanskje passer det bedre med en saudi-araber i eteil denne gang. 

Den opportune 





Iky 



1 Syrias hovedstad Da- 
maskus sitter en aldrende 
terrorist ved navn Ahmed 
Jibril. BSde innen israelsk 
og amerikansk etterret- 
ningstjeneste er mange 
av den oppfatning at hans 
organisasjon, PFLP-ge- 
neralkommandoen, sto 
bak nedskytningen av det 
amerikanske Pan Am-fly- 
et over Lockerbie i Skott- 
iand for snart ti siden. 
Men Libyas diktator Mu- 
*«nmar Kadhafi er utpekt 
^om hovedskyidig og to 
libyske agenter ettersokt 
for terroraksjonen. : • 

At de to libyeme kan ha deltatt 
i aksjonen som drepte 270 men- 
nesker, er det rimelig grunn til 

S tro. Men ho- 

vedmannen 
kan alts^ hete 
Ahmed Jjbnl. 
Nir hari.i^j>- 
g&s noyefe^tr. 
ter i semmejBe 
og ikke^^MH' 
forlarigt i^uiSfr- 
vert,erhq\^^- 
Srsakeh trbug 
at han holder 
til 1 Syria. Sy- 
rias diktator 
Hafez al-As- " 
sad spiller pS 
T med USA i fredsprosessen i 
^^.adtosten, derfQiJsaii ikke han 
og hans land rores. 

■ ■ SUk er den intemasjonale 
dobbeltmoral. det gjen- 
nomfores terroraksjoner, er det 
ikke bare viktig at sporene pe- 
ker mot et land eller en person 
som har gjort seg beryktet for 
slike handlinger. Det bor ogs4 
vaere en teriuRst som passer 
inn i bildet - akkurat der og dai 
En slik er Osama Bin Laden, 
som anses 4 vaere . hovedmis-. 
tenkt for bombeattentatene 
mot de amerikanske ambassa- 
dene i Kenya og Tanzania sist 
fredag. 

■ ■E)en styrtrike saudiarabe- 
ren Bin Liden har erklaert hel- 
lig krig mot amerikianere, bSde 
sivile og militaere, selv om han 
fikk sin opplaering av CIA i Af-; 
ghanistan pSi 80-tallet Han er 
mistenkt for en rekke terrorak- 
sjoner, inkludert bomben i 
World Trade Center i New York 
i 1993 og aksjonen som kostet 
19 amerikanske soldater livet i 
Saudi-Arabia i 1996. Motivehie 
skulle altsd vaere til stede i til- 
strekkelig grad nir det gjelder 
^'^^dagens terrorbombing. Bort<^ 



JAN-ERIK 
SMILOEN 





sett fra ett faktum som ikke fSr 
disse mistankene til ^'"xime noe 
rsaerlig: S 
■ ■Osama Bin Laden har sitt 
, hovedkvarter like utenfor Kan- 
;dahar i A^hanistan, under den 
.; Styfende Taliban-regjeringens 
J beskyttende : vingei:._ Taliban 
' onsker ingen Spen kdnflikt med 
' ' USA og vice versa. Arsaken er at 
Afghanistan er transittland for 
• den planlagte oljerorledningen 
fra Turkmenistan til Pakistan. 
Strategisk, okonomisk og poli- 
tisk er denne rorledningen vik- 
tig for bSde Afehanistan og 
USA. Det er derfor forstielig 
nir Taliban allerede har bedyret 
sin uskyld i forbindelse med 
> teiTorbombene i Nairobi og Dar- 
es-Salaam. Terrorens indre lo- 
^kk, som av og til eksisterer, til- 
. sier at Osama Bin Laden neppe 
ville ta sjansen p^ en slik aksjon 
nS, av trykt for ci bli kastet ut av 
Afghanistan. At talibanene selv 



skulle \-3ere medskyldige, sy- i en ny fa^ikt med^jSadd^, 
nes heller ikke saerUg Jogisjc* ' til tross ^^g>at--lian"5aen l^h 
ikke minst liSr de i disse dager . j: s^ samarbeidet med JNs 
er -i ferd med 4 sikre seg jcbnj-^^^^^^ 
roll Over hele Afehanistan ""Jr.- " der Ubya;]^d0ra 

de to mistS^t^ifor^attentatet 
over Lcxkef^ie'kaifi'S^ 
retten i'^Nederland. Da er det 
stort seA bare Osama Bin La- 
den igjei" skyldijj eller .,^ikke 



uteri at Vesten lofter eri finger." 

■ ■ Men hvor' er s4 Iran,- Irak 
eller Libya? Det er pifallende 
at ikke terrormistajiken demie 
gang i forste rekke retter sSeg 
mot presteskaipet i Ifeherah. 
Nir heller ikke Saddam" Hus- 
sein eller Muammar Kadhafi 
fir skylda, ja, da md det vaere 
noe riktig rart KarisKJe er det 
ikke opportunt S rette'blikket 
mot Teheran, Bagdad Ciller Tri- 
poli akkurat nS. 

■ ■ USA er sakte, meri:'sikkert i 
ferd med 4 bedre fbrholdet sitt 



til Iran og satser p5 den mode- 
rate president . MoHammad .da har vist at 
Khatami. Da er det 'greit 4 gS fikk ufortjenf 
stille i dorene nSr det gjelder 
terrprbeskyldninger. Amerika^^ 
nerrie er heller ikke intere^sert 



skyldig.,V 
■ ■ Pd 70- og 80-tallet fikk^Car- 
los, alias: Sjakalen^ bg AbuTSfi- 
dal skylda fdi; d^^este- ay v^^ 
dens terrorak^jon&'Biiae-ri^^ 
semedia pg y^^Qiget^gienrigeT 
var raske m^ffifei^T"^^^ 
roristlederne&sbnt" 
tenkte hyer gi 
sted. Rik6gn< 
alvorlig rulleK 




somhet. 

Men det var Jiiksom sSl trygt 
og opportunt iskylde p5 depiV 
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tr'^^S^i^n%"^rr^ufn^ ^^"^ombe'Si^rkonffikten i omridet Hi en affaare som harbetydning for Vestens sikkerheL DeUebildet 



For noen dager siden var det en skyteepisode p5 grensen mellom 
Iran og Afghanistan. Den er tusen kilometer lang og gkr til dels 
gjennom ede strak. I dette tilfellet ble iranske grensevakter 
beskutt. De skjet tilbake mot de afghanske angriperne og ba om 
forsterkninger, og i noen timer var det en intens skudd"^^ling. 

Overstkoramanderende for Irans revolusjonaere garde 'gen- 
eral EaMm Safevi, uttalte: «Vi vil ikke tile at situasjonen blir 
ustabil. Da vil vi bruke makt». 

Episoden avslerer det spente forholdet mellom Irak og 
Afghanistan. Langsomt og sikkert har det forverret seg, helt fra 
Talibanbev^elsen begynte k bli en maktfaktor i Af^anistan. 

Under sovjetokkupasjonen av Afghanistan fra 1979 til 1989 
flyktet drka fire millioner afghanere til Iran. Vel en million har 
retumert til Afghanistan, men storparten oppholder seg frem- 
delesi Iran fordi Taliban heist ikke vil ha dem tilbake. 

Dette er en del av kampen mellom Iran og Paidstan om 
dominans i Afghanistan. Taliban ble skapt av den paMstanske 
etterretningstjenesten, en av de mekt%ste faktorene i dagens 
Pakistan. I all hemmelighet gikk sivilkledde, paUstan^^^-^ 
retninpoffiserer nmdt i de afghanske flyktaio^eizene <« verv- 
et afghanske mihdommer, o^ det bed ikke pk problemer, for 
mange av dem ville mer enn gjeme kjempe mot sovjetokkupant- 
ene som i Qiange tilf elle hadde drept naere slektninger. 

I Pak&tan dominerer sunniretrdngen innen islam, og 
pakistaneme serget for at sunnimuslimer fikk nekkdifiilinkene 
innen den nye Talibanhaeren. Like viktig som religii^ilfetetog er ' 
stamn:etilh0righet i denne delen av verden. Den " ' ' 
dominerende stammen i dagens Pakistan er pat- 
hanene. og den preger ogsl Talibanbevegelsen. 

Med solid stotte fra Pakistan tok Taliban opp 
kampen mot smikongene i Afghanistan, og 
mangelen pd samhold mellom dem hjalp Taliban 
til a nedkjempe dem. Tadsjikledeme Massoud 
Rabba-Ti ytet hardest motstand, men ogsi de ble 
drevet flukt. Den dyktige geriljalederen 
Massoud har ikke lagt ned vipnene og bar derfor 
ikke a^krtvei. ' 



mSYNSPUNKT 



ALBERT 
HENRIK 



Talibanledeme er muslimske fundamentalister. Det innebaer- 
er blant annet at de har degradert kvinnene tn annenklasses 
borgere og fratatt dem de rettigheter noen av dem hadde til- 
kjempet seg. Taliban har heUef ikke noe tn overs for vestlige 
hjelpeorganisa : oner, og flere av dem er derfor i ferd med k 
trekke seg ut. I en norske Afghanistankomiteen som har gjort og 
gjar en. viktig humanitaer innsats, har valgt k ligge lavt i terreng- 
et og fortsette arbeidet. Det er en konstaiktiv politikk til gagn 
forbefolkningen. 

Jo klarere det gir frem at Talibsm & skapt og utviklet av 
Pa ki stan, desto isterkere blir motsetningene meUom Iran og 
Pa k istan. For noen dager siden skrev den iranske avisen «Resa- 
lat»: «Iran vU ikke tile Pakistans ii^r^e^U l»9|[«t. Msbtan 
f ortjener ikke i ysere vir venn». 

Tungveiende ekonomiske hensyn bidrar til k vanskeliggjare 
forholdet meUom Iran og Pakistan. Begge ansker k bli transitt- 
land og utskipningsted for oljen fra S^^i^^, og for begge er 
AfghaijistMi et viktig bindeledd. En ^tqp|)e ameraEansMe olje- 
selskapepluis et afghanskfotiiandlerforttden ttSed Taliban om 
k bygge en gassledning fra Turkmenistan gjennom Afghanistan 
og Pakistan til havet. Prisen anslies til 14.5 milliarder kroner. 

I dag er Afghanistan en betydelig produsent og eksportar av 
narkotiske stoffer, og Taliban sikrer seg en stadig starre del av 
denne fortjenesten. Det er ikke de eneste lyssky affaerene Tali- 
ban erinnblandet i, og de pakistanske myndighetwie velger der- 
for i hdde en viss distanse til fundammtahstaae i Kabul, den 
afghanske hovedstaden. 

Jo gnmdigere Taliban bUr avslart, desto dyp- 
ere klaft mellom Iran og Pakistan. Pakistan har 
anskaffet seg atomvipen, farst og fremst som 
motvekt mot Indias kjemefysiske vipen, men 
ogsi som en gardering mot Iran, som om ikke 
lenger kan s£^% med (Msse mas^eed^^elses- 
vipnene. 

Det innebserer at dette pFOblemkomplekset 
ikke er en petifer af f aere. men har betydning for 
Vestens sikkerfaet. 




Iran advarer i<usle» Taliban?^^^ 

TEHERAN: Irans averste leder Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
advarer i sterke ordelag Taliban i nabolandet Af ghardstan 
mot a skape spenninger ved grensen. .^imesty Intematfo- 
nal er bekymret over nye rappcrter om massedrap.- Denne 
ynkelige og verdilase gruppen som verken har forstaelse 
for Islam eller politikk bar rast fram i Afghanistan. Men / 
Taliban vil ikke vaere i stand til k fullfare sittmal, sa Kha- 
menei pa et offentlig mote i Teheran tirsdag. Den iranske 
lederen omtalte den fundamentalistiske simni-bevegelsen 
som en umoden og bedragerskgrupge oppfuimet trans 
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I^Klmannen Odd Bratlie (46) er fortsatt i Peshawar etter at vel 50 
pndre utenlandske hjeipearbektere ble evaku^ ^ 
terrorfrykt natt til i gSr. 



Av OLE BERTHELSEN 

- Forholdene har vaert 
Polige det siste d0gnet. 
Men en forutsetning for 
3 vaere her n3 er at jeg 
ikke kan g3 ut, sier Brat- 
lie til Dagbladet. 

Han leder Afghani- 
stankomiteen i Norges 

liStte ri^se til !Mh»war 
i Pakistan torsdag, etter 
at muslimske grupper 
hadde truet med S an- 
gripe utenlandske hjel- 
pearbeidere. Det ameri- 
kanske rakettangrepet 
torsdag kveld f0rte til at 
FN anbefalte at tuglpe- 
arbeiderne ogsi 't^b^^ 
evaku^ Peshawttr. 
Odd Bratlie valgte like- 



vel S bit igjen. 

-Jeg f0ler meg ikke 
spesielt modig. Det er 
ikke noen spesielt 
hatsk stemning mot ut- 
lendinger, sier Bratlie. 

To europeiske FN- 
medarbeidere ble i gSr 
likevel skutt og sSret i 
KabuL 

Plassjef i den norske af- 
hanistankomiteen , 
Oddvin Forbord, reiste 
fra Peshawar natt til i 
gSr sammen med kona 
si, Natalie, og to bam. 
Med i konvoien var kol- 
le^Eaen Geix Radven ^ 
®»|W WatvA fins JQr-- 
fems Nodhjelp. Rundt 
60 ullendinger var med i 



bilkonvoien, som ble es- 
kortert av pakistansk 
politi. 

- Det amerikanske 
angrepet cr veldig ska- 
delig for forholdet vSrt 
til befolkningen i Afgha- 
nistan. I tida framover 
vil det ogsS vare en sik- 
kerhelSiis&tf ved S sen- 
de nordmenn og andre 
inn i landet, sier For- 
berd. 

Trygt 

If0lge charge d'affaires 
Alf Inge Ramslieft ved 
ambassaden i Islama- 
bad er st^ningen rolig 
i den pakistan:d«i ho> 
vedstaden. 

- Det er ingen grunn 
til ongstelse. Under fre- 



BLE IGJEN: Nordmannen Odd Bratlie fra Afghanistan- 
komiteen i Norge valgte & bli igjen i den pakistanske byen 
Peshawar, pi tross av oppfordringer fra FN om at ut- 
lendinqer burde evakuere. Dette bHdet er tatt i Afghani- 
stans novedstad Kabul i mars. Foto: Privat 



dagsb0nnen i g&r kom 
det voldsomme utfall 
mot USA i flere moske- 
er, men ikke truslcr mot 
utlendinger. Vi anbefa- 



ler nordmenn & holde 
en lav profil, men ser 
det ikke som n0dven- 
dig at de mi evakuere, 
sier Ramslien. 
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USA vil snakke med Taliban 

ISLAMABAD: USA vil gjeme fore samtaler med det 
afgbanskeTaliban-regimet om den militante islamistle- 
^tfn Osama Bin Laden, sa en talsmann for den ameri- 
mmke Aba^de i IslamabaS tirsdag. Bin Laden er 
mistenkt for terroraksjonene mot USAs ambassader i 
Nairobi og Dar es Salaam. Til sammen 263 mennesker 
ble drept og mange hundre kom tfi sfeade, da de to 
ambassadene ble rammet av kraftige bombeeksplosjoner 
7. august. Bin Laden, en saudiarabisk opposisjonell som 
medTaliban-regimets samtykke har slatt seg til i Af^a- 
nistan, nekter for at ban hadde noe med eksplosjonene a 
gjcgre. -tVi er selvsagtdujteressert i a snakke med Taliban 
om Bin Laden og andre intemasjonale trua|^.«a Biehard 
Hpaglahd vedUSAsPaMst^-ambassade. 
(NTB-RE,UTERS-D?^J. : 
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Islamiske fundamentalister trsenes i Afghanistan, inden de sniger sig ind i Kashmir 



Af Nis Olsen, 

Politiken, New Delhi 

Mohammad Khalid slap hel- 
digt fra det amerikanske 
missilangreb pk terroristle- 
der Osama bin Ladens lejr i 
Afghanistan. Han blev kun 
saret, mens 21 andre blev 
draebt. Nu er han overfort 
fra Afghanistan til sit hjem- 
land Pakistan, hvor han lig- 
ger pa hospital i Rawalpindi 
naer hovedstaden Islamabad. 

Det var ikke noget tilfael- 
de, at Mohammad Khahd var 
i en terroristlejr i Afghani- 
stan. Han var vinder traening 
til at iniiltrere den indiske 
del af Kashmir, hvor et sti- 
gende antal udenlandske 
lejesoldater har overtaget is- 
lamisk Jihad, den 'heUige 
krig' for at gore Kashmir 
muslimsk. 

- FN siger, at Kashmir 
skal vaere frit. Pakistan gor 
intet. De har endda lukket 
alle (den mihtante islamiske 
gruppe) Harkat-ul-Ansars 
kontorer. Derfor inviterede 
Taleban os til at traene i Af- 
ghanistan, forklarer Moham- 
mad Khahd fra sin sygeseng. 

Terroristlederen bin La- 
den var medlem af Harkat- 
ul-Ansar, der officielt har 
skiftet navn til Harkat-ul- 
Mujahideen, efter at USA 
satte gruppen pa Usten over 
terroristorganisationer. 

Gruppen har hovedkontor 
i Pakistan og traeningslejre i 
Afj^anistan. Ifolge en ameri- 
kansk efterretningsrapport 
har den 'flere tusinde bevaeb- 
nede medlemmer i den indi- 
ske og den pakistanske del af 
Kashmir og i selve Pakistan'. 

Bin Laden sagde tidhgere 
pa aret i et interview i sit 
afghanske skjulested, at Pa- 
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kistan burde starte trae- 
ningslejre for en heUig krig i 
Kashmir, og at landet skulle 
abne sine graenser for frivilli- 
ge, der vil infUtrere den indi- 
ske del. 

De fremmede 

Siden musHmske terror- 
handlingeme blev optrappet 
i det indiske Kashmir i 1988, 
har kampene skiftet karak- 
ter. I begyndelsen var det lo- 
kale kashmirere, der f0rte an 
med st0tte i form af viben og 
penge fra Pakistan. Men de 
lokale blev traette og opgav 
angrebene, sa den indiske 
haer fik sikret den omstridte 
provins. Men i de seneste fir 
er freromede terrorister 
traengt ind og har overtaget 
kampene. I 1996 haevdede 
den indiske haer at have 
draebt 107 identificerede 
fremmede terrorister fra 
blandt andet Afghanistan, 
Tjetjenien og Egypten. I fir 
er der draebt 137. Men til de 
identificerede tal kommer 
naesten lige sa mange uiden- 
tificerede. 
- Der er blevet faerre og 
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faerre af de lokale mihtante 
muslimer. Det virker som 
om, at den pakistanske efter- 
retningstjeneste ikke har til- 
Ud til, at de er gode nok til 
heUig krig. De lokale er r0get 
ud pa et sidespor, og de frem- 
mede har overtaget terroran- 
grebene, vurderer brigadege- 
neral A. K Chopra fra det 15. 
armekorps, som styrer den 
centrale del af indisk Kash- 
mir. 

For pengenes skyld 

If0lge militaere kilder skjxiler 
der sig omkring 700 frem- 
mede lejesoldater i Kashmir. 
Her angriber de engang 
imellem indiske mihtaerpo- 
ster, men oflere gfir det ud 
over civile mfil som busser 
eller landsbyer med hindui- 
stiske beboere. I de sidste to 
mfineder er over 100 civile 
draebt under terrorangreb pfi 
flere landsbyer i Kashmir og 
over graensen i nabostaten 
Himachal Pradesh. De ska- 
ber ogsa opmaerksomhed om 
den omstridte delstat ved at 
laegge miner for miUtaerets 
eller poUtiets k0ret0jer. 



Men er det rehgionen eller 
pengene, der lokker? Briga- 
degeneralen er ikke i tvivl: 

- De siges at komme for 
heUig krig, men mange kom- 
mer for pengenes skyld. For 
en fattig afghaner er nogle 
tusinde kroner mange penge, 
siger A. K Chopra. 

Tilfangetagne lejesoldater 
har afsl0ret, at de alminde- 
Ugvis melder sig pfi en to-firig 
kontrakt for 400.000 rupi, 
godt 60.000 kroner. Halvde- 
len bHver udbetalt pfi for- 
skud til famihen, resten ffir 
han selv ved kontraktens ud- 
l0b. Desuden gives der tillaeg 
for terrorhandlinger, som 
udl0ser international op- 
maerksomhed. Og der er for- 
skeUige tillaeg for at drsebe 
en indisk officer eller en me- 
nig. 

Som fremmede er lejesol- 
dateme afhaengige af lokal 
hjaelp for at kunne orientere 
sig i terrsenet. Det leveres af 
en gruppe, der kaldes Hizbul 
Mujahideen. Efterretnings- 
opl3rsninger tyder pfi, at Har- 
kat-ul-Mujahideen er i gang 
med at opbygge sit eget loka- 
le netvaerk. Men Harkat er 
kun en ud af fem udenland- 
ske terrorgrupper, der opere- 
rer i Kashmir. 

Eamp til deden 

Myten om lejesoldatemes fa- 
natisme haenger sammen 
med, at de naesten altid 
kaemper til d0den, hvis de 
st0der ind i det indiske mih- 
taer, De har ikke noget at 
miste, for de faerreste over- 
lever, selv om de overgiver 
sig. 

- Vores instruktioner lyder 
pa, at vi ikke skal vise nogen 
nfide. En fremmed med et 
vfiben skal elimineres. Og 



det g0r vi for at imderstrege 
ude dmkring, at vi ikke vil 
tolerere disse lejesoldater. 
Hvis en kashmirer vil over- 
give sig, er det noget belt 
andet, siger generall0jtnant 
Krishan Pal, som er kom- 
mand0r for det 15. korps, der 
er baseret i Kashmirs hoved- 
stad Srinagar. 

Det forklarer voldsomhe- 
den i sammenstodene mel- 
lem haeren og lejesoldateme. 



I en skudveksling i Shupiyan 
i det sydhge Kashmir brugte 
en gruppe indiske soldater 
over 3.000 patroner til 
AK-47ere, 150 skud fra ma- 
skingevaer, 20 84 mm raket- 
ter og over 30 hfindgranater, 
f0r de havde draebt tre leje- 
soldater, som havde forskan- 
set sig i et bus. Skyderiet 
varede fem timer og standse- 
de f0rst, da de fremmede ter- 
rorister l0b t0r for ammimi- 
tion. 



Narko 

- De fremmede er ikke hge- 
som de lokale, der er hurtige 
til at overgive sig, konstate- 
rer oberst V. K Ratil, som 
ledede kampen. 

Arsagen er mfiske, at de 
lokale er dfirligere betalt end 
lejesoldateme. De ffir 2.500 
rupi, 400 kroner, om mfine- 
den. Hvis de bliver skudt, 
modtager familien en erstat- 
ning pfi mellem 20.000 ogr 



30.000 rupi, 3.000 til 5.000 
kroner. 

De fremmede lejetropper 
har bragt en ny form for ter- 
ror til omrfidet: Narko. I fir 
er 20 kg heroin fundet pfi et 
skjulested for terrorister. De 
indiske myndigheder er over- 
beviste om, at narkoen var 
pfi vej til New Delhi eller 
Bombay. 
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NEWLY COINED SAYING IS 

making the rc«»ds in the Ka- 
btd bazaars: "There's a Talib 
under every stone." Fear 
breeds hyperbole, of course, 
but the Af^ham (^pital seems to 
I bristle with the Taliban. 
Bearded, with black turbans, and black 
kohl rimming their eyes to ward off evil 
spirits, they are young, high <m the Koran 
and battle, and, except the schooling they 
received in rural rehgious seminaries, un- 
educated. Squads from the Ministry for the 
Propagation of Virtue and the Pr«¥eiition 
01 Vice roar around in red Toyota pickup 
tracks dotted with decals— "Power," "No 
cor satisfy me but this." Though pubHc beat- 
ings are banned, some Talibs cany wiclt^ 
looking whip§ of leather or electrical cable, 

10 



ready to be used on anything they deem 
"un-Iskmic^— liflce a imm's shaved cheek or 
a woman's exposed ankle. More than law, 
it's the whims of rank-and-file Tahbs that 
rule daily hfe. When Kabul's citizens see a 
Waek turban m a red Toyota, womaa hunch 
in A«a: sky-blue burkas— the all- 
encompassing veils they're required to 
wear by law— and men pluck on their 
beards. A Taliban edict require that each 
beard be at least fist-lengtL 

I Hved in Kabul for two years as a child, 
right before the Russians invaded in 1979, 
andi«tnember it as an ocher dty smellmg of 
roses, wood sm^ and sewage. Parakeets 
sang in the bazaars, and kids flew bright pink 
and green paper kites from the dusty hills 
ringij^tt® cit^. ffet msnamm #lcrirltee*s a 
black market in singing birds in the bazaars, 



since the Tahban have outlawed them. Kites, 
too. (The logic of that ban is murky: "A kite is 
like your mother and sister—don't fly it," 
one kite enthusiast was told.) 

Recently I returned to Afghanistan with 
photographer Nina Herman at the invitation 
of the United Nations World Food Pro- 
gramme, and found a Central Asian version 
of Kafka. When the Tahban conquered 
southern Af^anistan in 1996, they were 
heralded as gentle youi^ scholars {talih 
means student) bringing peace to a war- 
weaiy populace. No more. Twenty-two 
moiMis after taking Kabul, they seem less a 
government than an occupying force. Under 
Taliban laws— which change week to 
week— the daily minutiae of life are turned 
into drama. Paint your mfls, tsike a snapshot 
of a friend, blow a flute, clap to a beat, invite 
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a foreigner over for tea, and you've broken a 
Taliban edict. Contact between foreigners 
and Afghans is carefully watched: when 
Nina and I visited Afghans at home, we'd 
wear burkas and hope the local Talib would 
take us for natives. Women are banned from 
working, except in the medical professions, 
and girls over 8 are not allowed to attend 
formal schools. Asked whether his 10-year- 
old daughter ever went out, a Kabul father 
shrugs sadly: "Forwtor?' 

The Taliban are waging war on two 
fronts. The frrst is in the north of Afghani- 
stan, 'fought against the troops of Uzbek 
Gen. Abdul Rashid and Tajik eomanander 
.■\hmed Shah Masood. There's no immedi- 
ate end in sight for the fighting, which con- 
tinues to claim heavy casualties claimed on 
both sides: peace tallcs held in Paki^tn this 
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Blinkered vision: Behind a burka; a Kabul street through a window 



spring broke down after a week. 
The Taliban's second battle is 
against what they see as Kabul's 
godlessness. One fight feeds the 
other: these student-warriors 
rule Kabul with a warlike feroci- 
ty imported from the front lines. 
In turn, it's thefr zeal to Islami- 
dze the country that bolst^ 
morale among volimteer troops. 
"If they get too moderate, the 
Taliban leaders lose the loyalty 
of these young boys who are 
thefr cannon fodder," explains 
Nancy Hatch Dupree, senior 
consultant to ACBAR, a Pak- 
istan-based gpoup of aid stgen- 
cies for Afghanistan. 

Women have suffered most 
under Taliban edicts. They may 
be ghostly presences on the 
streets, but diey are crucial to 
Taliban rule. Protecting wom- 
en's honor is arguably the most 
important plank in the militia's 
platform. "Ovir whole national Army and po- 
lice are volunteers from conservative areas, 
where they believe sending gfrls to school is 
shameful," says Abdul Hakeem Mujahid, 
Afghanistan's ambassador to Pakistan. 

The prejudices of those young volxmteers 
now shape people's lives. One May morn- 
ing, according to women who were present, 
four Taliban burst into a Kabul midwifery 
class, convinced that men were hiding 
somewhere. Having searched the class- 
room's cupboards, they ordered the women 
to take ofi" thefr burkas. The class froze. Then 
one woman spoke: "If there is a man in this 
room* you can take us al and hang us the 
way you hanged President Najibullah"— 
the commvmist leader whom the Taliban 
hanged from a pylon in a Kabul square when 
thi^ conquered the city in W$$. The stu- 



dents stripped o£F thefr burkas. No men, 
"The Taliban apologized— twice," recalls a 
student. "I will never, ever forget that day.**. 

Afghanistan was never an equal-opportu- 
nity society. Before the Soviet invasion, only 
about 1 percent of Afghanistan's gfrls gradur 
ated from high school, and only about 
150,000 women in a country of 20 million 
had jobs. Many Afghans think women work- 
ing in offices with men is a nasty Western 
import— one that will destroy the fabric of 
Afghan society. By shutting the schools, say 
Taliban leaders, tiiey've stopped the rot of 
Soviet-era secular educations. Teaching 
women at home, and instilling sohd Islamic 
morals, they say, will restore Afghan culture 
to its prewar state. "These people are on a 
crusade," observes Dupree. "And women 
are the symbol of thefr crusade." 

Even people who hate the Taliban say 
that wl^t came befc^ them was worse. For 
20 years, the country had been torn apart by 
fighting, first against the Soviets, and then 
among mujahedin factions. In the civil war 
following the Rus^m lil^ iny 

thug with a tank or a Kalashnikov could rule 
a town, a neighborhood or a block. Hours af- 
ter the Taliban took control of Kabul, the 
acting State Department ^Icesman in 
Washington said the United States saw 
"nothing objectionable" about thefr version 
of Islamic law. At first, Kabuhs agreed: at 
least there was law. "For two dec£u!es there 
was complete anarchy," says Mujahid. "At 
least we have provided a normal life for the 
common people." ■ 

Up to a point. The rockets that killed an es- 
timated 50,000 Kabuhs and reduced whole 
neighborhoods to mud and rubble have 
mostly stopped. The Taliban's hold on about 
two thfrds of the coimtry has allowed them to 
restore electricity in seven provinces, and 
thefr enforcement of Sharia has meant that 
rapes, mudter and banditty, conmaonplace 
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The war to end aii 
wars: Students at a 
midwife training 
course (top left), 
making bread at a 
widows bakery 
(bottom), in burkas 
amid Kabul's rubble 



during Najibullah's time, have stopped. 
"Nothing has ever been looted in Taliban ter- 
ritory," says U.N. deputy regional coordina- 
tor Brigitte Neubacher. Even the Taliban's 
bitterest detractors concede they stopped 
the rockets and restored an order of sorts. 
Mothers warn their children to be good— 
unless they wairt the Tdlitea to ecfsm md eat 
them. Men crack Tahban jokes. (Q: What's 
Al'ghanistan's biggest import-export busi- 
ness? A: Facial hair.) "Time's passing, and 
peofi»«r9 i^irtxagto g^t^wd to it," says cn^ 
foreign worker of Taliban rule. "It seeps into 
your head and starts to seem normal." 

Outside Kabul, Tahban rule can seem less 
brutal. In ho§m: province. 20 miles outside 
Kabul, women work in the fields, their faces 
uncovered— even though this is a Taliban 
stronghold. In village schools, Httle girls hsp 
their alphabets alongside their brothers. 
The province of Badakhshan, under the 
conmiand of Masood's troops, was rocked 
by d devastating earthquake in late May. I 
flew to the region a U.N. rehef pl^ie; 
injured women were rushed to hospitals 
and attended by male doctors, and by Hp- 
stick-wearing female surgeons. When I 
asked the local governor wfewWiter there 
were any Taliban in the quake zone, he shot 
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back that if there ^wi^; I mMn't be inter- 
viewing him. But even in areas technically 
beyond Taliban rule, the movement's behefs 
overshadow Me. Many of the 1.2 milHon 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan intend to stay 
there, either because they want their daugh- 
ters educated or because they're too fright- 
ened to return. Mett in the Nasir Bagh 
refugee camps of Peshawar keep their 
beards long— just in case their parents back 
in Kabxil get sick and they have to return. 
*Tou foreigners need visas to get into 
Afghanistan," one said ^tenly. "We need 
our beards." 

At the heart of the Taliban's reign there is 
a clash of civilizations: bojrs from the coim- 
try's villages and refugee camps against the 
evils of the big city. During the 1980s, Soviet 
rule and creeping Westernization among 
the elites intensified rifts between city folk 
and the countryside's farmers and tribes. 
The Tahban, convinced that Kabul is a city 
of sin, are intent on cleaning it up. 

So tl^re smtfebing the tife out of Kabul . 
Kabul's tailors used to copy Western styles 
from dogeared fashion magazines. But 
Edict No. 15 says tailors found measuring 
womai » (fflspkyfeg'^talogs will be jailed. 
"I keep tl^m all in my head." whispers the 



owner of CSibiia Mdal shop, showing 
designs for his ruffled and spangled party 
dresses. His sketches are headless: the Tal- 
iban, in keeping wdth Islamic law, have 
banned drawings or photos of living things. 
Nina had to shoot the photos for this piece 
on the sly— either behind compound walls 
or wrapping her camera in a burka and 
shooting throu^ the mesh eye-screen. 

ABUL HAS BECOME A CITY OF 

secrets. Under their burkas, 
women wear banned lipstick, 
fishnet stockings and strappy 
sandals chic enough for Soho 
nightclubs. Television is for- 
ibidden. but some pet^le, it's 
said, hide sateUite dishes in water tanks. 
Music is illegal. Police checkpoints flaunt 
weird streamers: magnetic tape from seized 
cassettes. The reckless, it's rumored, gather 
for dance parties at private homes. Jamila 
and Ah (not their real names), a brother and 
sister, proudly show off the banned boom- 
box they keep veiled in a sheet. "We can 
dream," says Jamila. swaying to the beat of 
Hindi movie music in their living room. "We 
are very thirsty for iie tirtte of iiedbm." Six 
days a week, the former Kterature professor 
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breaks another law. She works, sneaking 
into her office by the back door, and counting 
on her burka to keep her anonynfious. "We 
creep i«toidl&e thieves," she says.Jamilais 
desperate to leave the city. But her job sup- 
ports her family, which remains in Pakistan, 
where her daughters attend school. 

The burka is the most obvious sign of Tal- 
iban rule. Women with glasses and asthma 
complain they can't see or breathe, and doc- 
tors say there has been a rise in eye ail- 
ments and car accidents because women's 
Nision is blinkered. But next to the bans on 
schools and jobs, the burka pales to a nui- 
sance. "If only they'd just open the doors of 
the schools, we'd accept some violence for 
ourselves," says one woman in a trauma- 
counseling class at Malalai hospital. Adiba 
Ahmadk is 14, but looks a decade older— 
especially in her burka. "Children call me 
auntie," she says, grinning ruefully . Before 
the Taliban came, she studied law at Kabul 
University. Today, she gets headaches and 
"\inxious" when she catches sight of her 
lawbooks, so she's hidden them. When 
her five younger sisters ask her to help 
them practice their reading, she refiises. 
'T'm disappointed, so I never encourage 
them to read and write," she says. "There 
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is no clear future for me. It's dark and-dull." 

There may yet be a future. Informal 
schools and classes have sprung up in pri- 
vate living rcKMis and at nongovernmental 
organizations. But women say they risk 
whippings— or worse— by leaWng their 
homes for class. And foreign aid groups' 
working conditions are precarious: last 
week the Taliban's Radio Shariat an- 
nounced that all foreign NGOs would have 
to move to a compound outside the city. But 
the Taliban are not a monc^thic bloc: there 
are moderates who recognize the need to 
work with foreign aid organizations, and 
who want women working and girls educat- 
ed. "Some people in the department weren't 
very progressive in terms of the Koran and 
Sunna," admits Mujahid, an urbane man 
whose own daughter attends an English- 
language school in Islamabad. Yet the frac- 
tured nature of the Tahban leadership 
means that as some rules are relaxed, others 
are tightened. Two weeks ago the TaHban 
clos€sd J&b!M«^sehools for girls, fearing that 
they were a firont for communists or Chris- 
tians to proselytize. But this came a month 
after the Taliban agreed with the United 
Nations I© U girls' schools and 

allow more women to work in all- 



female aid schemes. "They truly 
want to improve relations, and 
they truly want to be better im- 
derstood," says Daniel Toole, a 
member of the United Nations 
negotiating team. "But they 
have a long way to go." 

Indeed. The arbitrary nature 
of the Taliban rule means that 
for all the rhetoric about securi- 
ty, Kabul's citizens aren't safe. 
Twenty-six-year-old Shikabah 
was shopping with her husband 
when the Taliban picked them 
up and accused them of not be- 
ing married. (It's illegal for un- 
related couples to walk in Kabul 
streets.) 'They didn't believe we 
were husband and wife, because 
my husband is much older than 
me," says Shikabah. "They beat 
him on the head; then took us 
home. Our children were there, 
and when they saw the blood, 
they began screanaing, 'Let go of 
our mommy and daddy.' Then 
they believed us." A year on, the 
couple are still too scared to 
walk on the street together. 

We were lucky. Jang, our 
translator and guide from the 
Foreign Ministry, wasn't a bit 
like the whip-wielding Vice and 
Virtue men. The 21-year-old Ta- 
lib was downy-cheeked and po- 
lite. During our tours aroimd the 
city, he would nervously chew on 
'^m-mkris^ barely 
spoke English and, because he was raised in a 
refugee camp in Pakistan, didn't know Kabul. 
I wondered whether he'd ever spoken to 

schooled in all-male rehgious seminaries 
and then sent off to battle, have had Httle 
contact with women other than their moth- 
ers and sisters. "I know what you could do 
to really frighten him," a middle-aged 
Afghan man at the United Nations said with 
a grin.. "Touch him." We didn't dare— even 
our questions about landscapes and street 
names seemed to embarrass him. "Dear sis- 
ter," he would say, giggling and bvirying his 
head in his hands. "I have never been with 
journalists before." I'm sure he hadn't, but 
he was quick at picking up the art of spin. 
When we first met, I asked him what he 
thought of the Talit^n's education policy; 
he said he thought gfrls should be afiowed 
to go to school. The next day he was more 
confident: "Dear sister, if people say bad 
things about the Taliban, it is the propagan- 
da of the communists and sold-out people." 

The Taliban's legitimacy, such as it is, rests 
on ridding the country of such communists 
and soM-out people. So fee dampdown on 
public morality trumps evrajrthing else. The 
economy is wretched. Two years ago a loaf of 



13 




naan cost 500 afghanis in the bazaars. Today 
the bread costs 2,000 af^iarfs. '^l bittfoi sets 
you back a month's salary. That's if you're 
paid; civil servants haven't had their $7 
monthly wage since spring. "Basically, the 
whole dty is unemployed," says the United 
Nations' Neubacher. 

So the aid agencies keep Kabul going. The 
World Food Programme gives handouts 
and runs 37 "widows bakeries," where the 
luckiest ofthe city's 50,000-odd war widows 
make bread. Aid oi^anjjj^tiops run food-for- 



work training schemes, where women learn 
skills and are given food rations. "I used to 
repair airplanes," says Sara (not her real 
name), an ex-engineer who's studying to be 
a midwife and, as a trainee, receives wheat 
rations instead of pay . 

No matter how the TaUban try to keep 
people focused on things godly, traces of 
teimjtation still surface. Bazaars sell sec- 
cai<ffiand blue jeans ^d T shirts— garb that 
all but guarantees a whipping if worn out- 
doors. The Fore;^ Ministry's pre^ secre- 



tary rhapsodizes in flawless Italian about 
the days when he studied archeology and sat 
in Roman cafes. The ministry's deputy di- 
rector of U.N. affairs wants to talk about the 
glories of Las Vegas— "an amazing place," 
he says, "but I lost $10 in the machines at 
Caesars Palace." A portly civil servant wflli 
a Berkeley degree hopes that Ipii^^ we 
can meet again soon, when we can all 
breathe." Maybe when the Taliban's war in 
the north jlt^mt vmmm 'mM wm 
backtfaatbasteri^gte. ■ 



Helping Afghanistan 

The United States had a hand in this disaster. Now 
it must work to resolve it. BY BARNETT R. RUBIN 



JUST OUTSmSLASH- 
kargah, a town in south- 
west Afghanistan, 
stands a great brick 
arch overlooking the remains 
of a city that flourished before 
Genghis Khan. Driving to the 
monumest mm t ro^&i 
desert track, it is not always 
obvious what was destroyed 
by Soviet bombs, what by in- 
jH^flog silidBg teifiir 
Soviet guerrillas and what by 
the Mongol hordes. 

It is almost impossible to 
oohwy the eirtremity of 
Afghaixistan's ongoing de- 
struction. Blame for this dis- 
aster hes with foreign powers 
aroyffiid die^bee a mMxy 
that can no longer produce 
even a bar of soap has been 
flooded with sophisticated 
weapons bf outsiders strug- 
gling for power and wealth. 
The only real solution is for 
the world to reverse the ca- 
tastrophe it has caused. 

It all started with the cold 
war. The Soviets invaded to 
prop up a failing conmixmist 
regime. With Mbti^^bt for- 
the consequences, the United 
States, Saudi Arabia and Pak- 
istan responded by funding 
the Islamic resistance (the 
mujahedin) in the largest 
covert operation in history. 

When the Soviet Union dis- 
solved, the Afghan regime it 
had propped up crumbled. 
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The mujahedin and remnants 
ofthe Army turned into feud- 
ing warlords and ethnic mih- 
tias. While the Soviets had 
devastated i^Kges that shel- 
tered mujahedin, the victcsrs 
made ruins of Kabul, the na- 
tional capital. 

New strategic stakes 
emerged: access to the oil and 
natural gas of the newly inde- 
pendent, landlocked states of 
Central Ada. Would Russia 
control new pipelines, as it 
had the old, or would new 
routes open? And if new 
TOTtes wKEit swath, would they 
go through Iran, the object of 
United States sanctions, or to 
Pakistan via Afghanistan? 

Pakii^ sawits fature in 
imposing a fiiendly**w sub*- 



servient— government in 
Afghanistan and linking its 
economy to Central Asia via 
pipelines and roads through 
Afghanistan. Iran, however, 
was determined to break tiie 
U.S. embargo by blocking 
pipeline routes that did not 
cross Itsai. When Pakistan's 
former Afghan allies failed to 
gain power, it found a new 
one, the Tahban. Some in the 
U.S. government, too, hoped 
the ultraconservative Taliban 
would imify the country and 
guard the pipeline route. 

With Pakistani aid, the Tal- 
iban captured the c^^i^imd 
two thirds ofthe coimtry's ter- 
ritory. The remainder, which 
contains neariy haM&MStSW* 
trfs populatictt, is o9iiK)llM 



by vaiiois armed &eti(His 
drawn from other ethnic 
groups. Iran supphes them, as 
do Russia and Central Asian 
states, fearful ofthe Taliban's 
approach to their borders. 

The Taliban have outraged 
much of the world by banning 
women from schools, jobs 
and hospitals. And while iQ- 
temational agencies struggle 
to help Afghans and respect 
basic principles in Taliban ar- 
eas, they have fled most of 
the rest ofthe country after 
repeated looting by undisci- 
plined fighters. 

Despair about Afghanistan 
may be intellectually re- 
spectable, but the world can- 
not walk away froaia civil war 
in a region with new nuclear 
powers, one that borders on 
the worM'siaaJor sources of 
energy. lite Waited States has 
a special responsibihty: it paid 
for many ofthe weapons that 
hstve dei^rc^^d Af^hanisten. 

After decades of war and 
division, Afghanistan cannot 
be reassembled in a day. Be- 
ftyre Algh&ns can reach agree- 
ment, their neighbors miist 
stop fueling the battle. And as 
long as is possible, the United 
Nations and (A&rs mtist stay 
engaged with the Afghanis, 
helping them survive and 
build grass-roots institutions 
that will outlive fte wat. Li 
their different ways, both the 
Taliban and their opponents 
make this task formidable. 
But the Afghan pec^le, who 
suffered as much as anyone to 
end the cold war, have not 
had an easy time either. 
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RUBIN, director ofthe Center 
for Preventive Action at the 
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By Nancy deWolf Smith bers of Afghanistan's majority Pashtun 

Overnight it seems, Osama bin Laden tribe and chiefly concerned with rebuild- 
ing Afghanistan's traditional, nationalistic 



has become the ultimate bad guy, eclipsing 
serial murderers like Carlos the Jackal and 
Abu Nidal, and pushing even "blind cleric" 
Omar Abdul Rahman off his perch to be- 
come everybody's most hated terrorist 
mastermind. That Mr. bin Laden is a dan- 
gerous man is clear, and he has been for so 
long that it is a mystery why U.S. President 
Qinton waited until this month to ban fi- 
nancial transactions with him. Now that 
Washington has tried to bomb the man sus- 
pected of orchestrating this month's at- 
tacks on its embassies, the fame factory is 
working overtime to satisfy a near-univer- 
sal appetite for details of Mr. bin Laden's 
exploits and possible whereabouts. 

The emerging chaos theory paints the 
Saudi fugitive as the harbinger of a whole 
new era of free-lance terrorism— one in 
which men and women driven by faith, not 
politics, and answerable to no govern- 
ment, will present a confounding challenge 
to the West. It all sounds very intimidating 
and it could initially benefit Mr. bin Laden 
by fanning a sense of helplessness among 
those who would oppose him. But how ac- 
curate is it? 

In truth, Mr. bin Laden is very much 
the product of state policies. Unless we ac- 
cept that the behavior of states helped 
make his awful agenda possible, and adopt 
strategies to change that behavior, no 
short-term fixes can be effective. 

Unwilling Incubator 

The place to start is Afghanistan, once 
the unwilling incubator for Mr. bin Laden 
and his gang and now their nest. This poor 
but proud old country is the scene of one of 
the biggest proxy wars of our time. Almost 
every state player involved— particularly 
Russia, Iran, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia- 
has had an active interest in keeping 
Afghanistan's turmoil going. Unless the 
U.S. re-enters the scene to call the game 
off, by this time next year it may be too 
late. In a worst-case scenario, people like 
Mr. bin Laden could be within reach of 
Pakistan's nuclear weapons. 

The Soviets fired the opening shot with 
their invasion of Afghanistan in 1979. 
Moscow's line today is that peace-loving 
Russia and its Central Asian neighbors are 
now under threat of invasion by Afghan 
"fundamentalists." The truth is that Rus- 
sia never really left the Afghan scene after 
its army withdrew in 1989, and its policies 
since then have actually helped create the 
threat Moscow claims to fear so much. 

When the Afghan resistance entered 
Kabul in 1992 and overthrew the Soviet- 
backed regime, Moscow initiaDy aided a 
communist militia trying to win influence 
in the new regime. When the dust settled, 
Russia was providing money, guns and 
tactical advice to a new Afghan govern- 
ment dominated by members of a pan-Is- 
lamist resistance party. This alarmed Pak- 
istan and the U.S., which were unhappy to 
see the Russians keeping their foothold, 
and through Afghan elements with radical 
tendencies. There was also concern about 
drug trafficking toward Moscow and about 
the Kabul government's penchant for issu- 
ing false passports to Tajik nationals at 
the request of Iran. 

The answer, it seemed at first, might 
be the Afghan Taliban. Their name refers 
to religious students, but most were mem- 



society, albeit with a more religious flavor. 
American officials liked the Taliban they 
met because they were not political radi- 
cals, were not anti-Western and showed no 
interest in the world outside Afghanistan. 

By the time the Taliban took control of 
Kabul in 1996, however, the moderates 
among them had been pushed aside by stem 
fanatics, who proceeded to do all the 
things - like suppressing women - that have 

S^^^^ii poor but 
proud country is the 
scene of one of the 
biggest proocy wars of 
our time. 

made them such reviled figures. With only 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia on their side, the 
Taliban started taking aid and money 
where they could get it-most famously 
from their former ideological and ethnic 
archenemy, the Arab Osama bin Laden. 

A thousand decisions and competing 
national interests have kept the Afghan pot 
boiling. The Russians don't want their for- 
mer vassal states in Central Asia to get 
strong enough to operate truly indepen- 
dently of Moscow. By fanning conflict in 
the region, Moscow got a pretext for keep- 
ing Russian soldiers and advisors in Tajik- 
istan, and prevented Turkmenistan from 
selling its natural gas through a pipeline 
that bypassed Russia by going through 




Afghanistan to Pakistan. Like Russia, Iran 
has also been supporting anti-Taliban 
Afghan forces as part of a larger strategy to 
make sure that Central Asian and Caspian 
resource pipelines don't bypass Moscow 
and Tehran's control. 

Yet all is not as it seems. Moscow claims 
to be afraid of spreading Islamic fundamen- 
talism, and has used this bogeyman to keep 
the Uzbek and Kazakh governments in line. 
But Turkmenistan, another Muslim Central 
Asian state, shows no fear of contamination 
and in fact enjoys good relations with the 
Taliban. And if Moscow is truly afraid of Is- 
lamic revolutionaries, why is Russia arm- 
ing some of Afghanistan's most revolution- 
ary Islamists in the soK:alled Northern 
Coalition against the Taliban? 

And what is Saudi Arabia really up to 
in Afghanistan? The Saudis are backing 
the Taliban because the Taliban hate 
Iran. But how can the Saudis support a 
Taliban regime that is also hosting Mr. 
bin Laden, a sworn enemy of the House of 



Saud? Perhaps the Saudi government has 
made a secret nonaggression pact with 
him. If so, Riyadh is in league with the 
No. 1 enemy of its U.S. alhes. Washing- 
ton's silence on this point, particularly 
now, is baffling. 

That is only America's latest blunder. 
It long ago made the crucial error of enlist- 
ing foreign Muslims, chiefly Arabs like 
Mr. bin Laden, to fight the Soviets in 
Afghanistan. Many Afghans protested 
against this intrusion. They also warned 
that Washington was training a legion that 
would ultimately turn its guns on the U.S. 
This is exactly what happened. 

Washington's wartime favoritism to- 
ward more fanatical elements of the 
Afghan resistance has backfired, too. One 
of America's pet resistance commanders 
was a rabidly anti-American Islamist 
named Jalaluddin Haqqani. U.S. diplo- 
mats in Pakistan used to take visitors on 
pilgrimages to meet Mr. Haqqani just 
over the border from his headquarters in 
the Khost region of Afghanistan's Paktia 
province. If that area sounds familiar 
now, it is because the U.S. bombed it on 
Aug. 20, because Mr. Haqqani has been 
sharing his old facilities with his new 
friend Mr. bin Laden. 

Things might have turned out very dif- 
ferently if the U.S. had remained a player 
on the Afghan scene. The best that can be 
said is that the Americans lost interest 
when the Cold War ended. The worst that 
can be said is that Washington effectively 
left the field to the Russians, especially 
after old Russia hand Strobe Talbott as- 
sumed the No. 2 job at the U.S. State De- 
partment. We saw some hint of that shift 
recently when a gullible New York Times 
reporter "broke" the years-old story of 
Russian military aid to Afghan anti-Tal- 
iban forces. Moscow denied it, as usual. It 
was much more revealing to see the State 
Department spring to Russia's defense, 
and heap all the blame for the continuing 
conflict on Pakistan. 

Prophylactic Purity 

How well such a strategy of disowning 
America's former ally paid off became ap- 
parent last Thursday, when Pakistani 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif announced 
the coming end of secular law there, and a 
new rule of Islamic law based on the 
Koran. That's an obvious attempt to try to 
head off a crisis Pakistan initially created 
by upsetting Afghanistan's traditional, 
nonradical order, and that the U.S. made 
worse by cutting Pakistan off at the knees 
economically and diplomatically. It means 
that Pakistan is trying to ward off the 
spreading bin Laden effect by adopting Is- 
lamic purity as a prophylactic. 

If that is true, Afghanistan's borders 
must be sealed now. The majority of 
Afghans never wanted their country to be- 
come a menace, and they are probably 
right when they say that if Afghans are 
left alone to make peace among them- 
selves, people like Osama bin Laden will 
have to flee or die. But none of that can 
happen until the big players are pushed off 
the field. That is a job only Washington 
has the power and clout to undertake. If 
the U.S. fails in that responsibility, it will 
share the blame for what follows. 



Ms, Smith is editorial page editor of The 
Asian Wall Street Journal. 
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lug t3ack: Risking a wider struggle with Islamic 



radicals, Clinton hits targets in Afghanistan and Sudan. 
U.S. intelligence is unusually strong, but will the attacks 
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THEY CALLED IT OPERATION INFINITE 
Reach. To keep it a secret, the plaiming was 
done by a group of top officials so small that it 
code-named itself the Small Group— "SG," to 
those few in the know. Membership was lim- 
ited, in bureaucratic parlance, to "principals 
only." Later, Defense Secretary \^^am Cohen mused that 
he was the only person in his own office who knew about 
the operation. The planners knew what they were looking 
for thanks in part to intercepted telephone calls, and by ear- 
ly last Thursday the intended targets appeared to be right 
in Washington's cross hairs. At 1:30 in the morning. 



Bill Clinton called CIA Director George 
Tenet from Martha's Vineyard to ask if 
"there was any new intel/' a source told 
Newsweek. Tenet assured him nothing 
had ch^ged. At 3 a.m., Clinton gave the 
order to go ahead. 

Later, in the Arabian Sea, five U.S. war- 
ships—four surface vessels and a subma- 
rine—fired a barrage of 60 Tomaha\^ 
cruise missiles at suspected terrorist camps 
in Afghanistan. In the Red Sea, two other 
warships fired 20 cruise missiles at a phar- 
maceutical plant in Sudan that was thought 
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to be making an ingredient for the deadly VX 
nerve agent. The operation went oS perfect- 
ly, the missiles slamming into their Afghan 
and Sudanese targets at almost the same 
moment. "Our target was terror.** Clinton 
declared on television, suddenly looking 
presidential again. He said the attacks were 
aimed at Osama bin Laden, the alleged mas- 
termind of the U.S. Embassy bombings in 
Kenya, and Tanzania. But questions re- 
mained. Were the cruise-missile attacks jus- 
tified? And would they do any good in the 
war on terrorism? 



Clinton said the United States had "con- 
vincing information" that Bin Laden was 
behind the embassy bombings and many 
other atrocities. He said there was "com- 
pelling evidence" that the Saudi-bom mul- 
timillionaire's terror network was planning 
fimher attacks on Americans. *Tou cannot 
overstate the imminence of what was about 
to happen," a White House official told 
Newsweek. A day after the bombardment 
the president's national-security adviser, 
Sandy Berger, reported "moderate to 
heavy damage at each of the targets" and 
said the terror network's operations had 
been significantly impaired. 

But Bin Laden managed to be else- 
where in Afghanistan when his training 
camps were hit, despite Clinton's claim 
that "a gathering of key terrorist leaders" 
was supposed to be taking place at one of 
the target sites. "By the grace of Allah, I 
am alive," Bin Laden said in a radio mes- 
sage. His spokesman released a statement 
warning: "The battle has not started yet. 
Our answer will be deeds, not words." 
Privately, administration officials ac- 
knowledged that another terrorist attack, 
somewhere in the world, was a near cer- 
tainty. "The networks are out there," said 
one official. "They can choose their own 
time and place." 

Just before the cruise-missile attacks, Bin 
Laden told a Pakistani journalist he had 
"nothing to do" with the U.S. Embassy 
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bombings in Ajfiica. His host, Mullah Mo- 
hammad Omar, leader of Afghanistan's 
Taliban movement, insisted Mn Laden had 
clean hands. "There is no camp of Osama 
bin Laden in Afghanistan," he said. "We 
have already closed his camps." He added: 
"We can never hand over Osama to Ameri- 
ca." Sudanese President Omar Hassan al- 
Bashir said the U.S. attack was designed to 
overshadow the Monica Lewinsky scandal; 
he called Clintbft *&orally decrepit.* Anti- 
American demonstrations in many Islamic 
countries echoed the same "Wag the Dog" 
theme; a Turkish newspaper headlined its 

story THE MONICA MISSILES. 

But U.S. intelligence, and its helpers in 
other countries, had assembled an impres- 
sive dossier of evidence against Bin Laden. 
A key piece came from Muhammad Sadiq 
Howaida, a 33-year-old Palestinian who 
was arrested by Pakistani officials on Aug. 7, 
the day of the embassy bombings, as he at- 
tempted to slip into A^banistan on a ^e 
passport. The details of Howaida's confes- 
sion to the Pakistanis were obtained by 
Newsweek's Zahid Hussain. His report: 

"I did it all for iie cause of Islam," Ho- 
waida said of the embassy bombings. He 
confessed to working for Bin Laden. "He is 
my leader, and I obey his orders," Howaida 
said. He told investigators he built a bomb 
for the embassy in Tanzania on orders from 
Ali Saleh, an Egyptian extremist long 
linked to Bin Laden. 

Howaida (who has also used the 
surname Odeh) was bom in the Saudi 
Arabian town of Tabuk to Palestinian 
parents. He was educated in Jordan, 
he^^ed the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization, and in the Philip- 
pines, where he made contact with 
radical Muslim groups. In 1990 he 
went to Afghanistan to help fight the 
Soviet invaders. There he met Bin 
Laden— and learned how to build 
bombs. In 1994, he said. Bin Laden 
sent him to join a terrorist network in 
Kenya. Howaida settled in a small 
town called Witu, married a Kenyan 
woman of Arab extraction and opened 
a furniture shop. 

After his arrest in Karachi, Howai- 
da initially refrised to talk. Then he 
was handed over to the Army's Inter- 
Services Intelligence Directorate 
(ISI), in whose hands he finally broke 
down. He told ISI investigators that 
the leader of Bin Laden's group in 
Kenya was another Egyptian named 
Salah Abdullah. He said the attack on 
the embassy in Nairobi was organized 
by Ali Saleh and four other mm: an 
Egyptian named Abdur Rehman, a 
man from the Comoros named Ha- 
roon and two Kenyans of Yemeni extrac- 
tion named Fahd and SIteikh Bahamand. 
Howaidd S9i4 ibds team Tsi^Mi^i^ud- 
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In the Gross Hkii!s 

Last Thursday^ U.S. warships fired aboutSO TomahasitOTisei^ 
linked to Osama bin Laden, the ^eged j^termiBdJbdhindthcA]^ 
'ings in East Africa. The,retaliati^' was^iim*S^ at a ^■annlirgrTy camp in. AfghflTvigt^Ti 
andaphaimace'utitalpla^t^n^ , - '^"t 
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THE TOMAHAWK HI MISSiLEi 



The Tomahawk is a U.S. Navy favorite when it comes to famd attadcs. 
Why? Fired from a submarine or surface ship, it can avoid radar de- 
tection and thus hide the location from which tlie i 



tjengtii:20&.6in. 
Dianieter: 1^8.4 in. 
Wil^SpaKS&Sin. 
Rai^ LOGO miles 
Booster Cruise afc 50-100 fr- 
Speed: 381-571 
ftiidanee system: Satel- 
lite-based GPS 
Cost: $1 mUlkm (a p^io x.) 
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Aerial photo of the Shifo Pharmaceuticai 
Plant in north Khartoum. A nearly candy 
factory was damaged, too. 
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Base camp includes administration, storing, 
iiousing and training facilities. A support 
camp was dams^ed as well. 
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from four Navy ships 
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U.S. NAVAL POWER 



The military hasn't detailed the ships used in the attaclts, but seven 
warships— aniisers, destroyers and a submarine— were in strikii^ 
dista^ceruke the MflBS^ titey may have fired missHes. 



USSMilius 
guided-nrisslie 
destroyir^ : 



sources: kattheon sys- 
tems COMMNt^ "combat 
FUEEIS OF THE WORLD," 

SEAKCB;iz ■UEtBECONv' ':' 
FORI>KaXA>a>Sa.VK>I>A > 




Destroyers: USS Mil- 
ius, USS Elliot, USS 
IfeisGoeiUSSHayler 
Cruisers: USS Shiloh. 
USS Cowpens, USS 
Valley Forge" 
Sub: USS Columbia 
Carrier: USS Abraham 
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ed three other men: an Egyptian 
named Mustafa and two Tanzanians of 
Omani origin named Ahmad Khalfen 
and Abdullah Ahmed. The bombs 
were actually driven to the embassies 
by locally hired Tanzanians and Ken- 
yans, he said. And all of the plotters 
except Saleh and Haroon were told to 
get out of town by Aug. 7. 

The investigation of the bombings 
was moving fer more rapidly than sudi 
things usually do. In a meeting of the 
Small Group on Aug. 12, Clinton had 
set a toii^ f^dard of proof He 
didn't demand evidence that could be 
presented in a court of law; the need to 
protect sources and methods would al- 
most certainly preclude anything like 
that. What Clinton said he needed, be- 
fore he could authorize military action, 
was evidence that Berger and other 
members of the Small Group (includ- 
ing Cohen, a Republican, and Gen. 
Hugh Shelton, the hard-nosed chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staf^ would 
regard as conclusive. Howaida's con- 
fession was one building block. At al- 
most the same time, sources said, U.S. 
intelligence came up with another: an 
intercepted mobile-phone conversa- 
tion between two of Bin Laden's lieu- 
tenants that clearly implicated them in 
the embassy bombings. 

Tke ^^bmnaceutit^ plant in Sudan, 
known as El Shifa, was a late addition 
to the U.S. target Hst. The factory's 
lawyer said it had no coimection to Bin 
Laden. And Sudanese of&nals insist- 
ed the plant made innocent medicines 
for both himaans and animals. But 
sources said that when U.S. intelli- 
gence obtained samples of products 
made by El Shifa, one of them turned 
out to be a "precursor" to the VX nerve 
agent. It was "barely a step away from 
VX itself," said a U.S. official. Another 
source identified the substance as "an 
ethyl-methyl-phosphorus compoimd 
unique to VX," adding: "There's no 
way in hell you'd ever use that in pharma- 
ceutical manufacturing." Senior U.S. offi- . 
cials also assert that Bin Laden has been 
talking aboiit using chemical weapons 
against U.S. targets. 

The intelligence breakthrough on El Shi- 
fa also benefited from the defection, around 
the first oi the year, of Bin Ladai's top 
money manager, Muhammad bin Moisalih. 
Sources said the Saudi government lured 
him away from Bin Laden with a large sum 
of money. Since then Moisalih has provide 
ed what one expert describes as "priceless" 
information on Bin Laden's tangled andi 
mysterious finances. That included compa- 
nies in winch he had invested money, brie 
of which was El Shifa. Last week Clhatorii 
signed an executive order barring U.S.. 
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Bin Laden's Terror Network 

Osama bin Laden has funded Islamic terrorism and militant ^ 
groups from Algeria to Tajikistan. Much of this shadowy world is 
a mystery, but some of his actiwtias liiav^been more conspicuous: 




Moments after the U.S. Embassy bombing in Nairobi 



CI Sudan: Expelled in 1996 tmder 
U.S. pressure. May still own 
• ■ numerous businesses there, 
, i including share of drug plauit 

0 Afghanistan: Fou^ in U.S.- 
backed war against Sovfets in ■ 
1980s; set up training camps and 
helps bankroll the Taliban. 

O Kenya and Tanzania: Clinton 
. cited "convincing information'' 
thiat Bin Laden plotted the Aug. 7 
bombings that IdUed 263 people^ 



O Saudi Arabia: Birthplace— and 
source of a multimillion-dollar 
inheritance. Stripped of pass- 
port, has vowed to topple the rul- * 
ing dynasty. . , 

0 Paldstan: Led meeting of Is- 
lamic extremist groups in Pesh- 
awar in Jime. Dedsionmade to 
"hit An^jatotiBterests.'' 

0 Yemen: Father's homeland 
Son formed alliances with tnbal 
chiefs, set up training camps. 

O Somalia: Supplied troops to ^ 
fight U.S. forces in 1993 "We in- 
flicted big losses on the Amen- , 
cans," he later bdaisted. ^ 

0 ^ypt: Funded Egyptian ex- '"'' . 
tremists and is suspected of / r ^ 
backing attempt on President 
Hosni Mubarak's life in 1995. 

0 Britain: Allegedly financed 
London-based Algerian group ^ 
suspected of numerous bomb- ~' 
ings in France. * 



companies or individuals firom doing busi- 
ness with any concern Meed to Bin Laden. 
Most of his financial cormections are Islam- 
ic, and a senior U.S. Treasury official con- 
cedes the freeze is partly symbolic. 

After the embassy bombings on Aug. 7, 
Clinton authorized his national-secmrity 
team to e.xplore the military options for re- 
tahation. From then on, Berger deliberate- 
ly worked outside the usual i«inu« of 
Clinton's political aides. "We all knew 
there would be cries of ^Wag the Dog"," 
said one senior official. Even the president 
himself was insulated fi:t>m the planning 
process until a meeting on Aug. 12, when 
Shelton ran through the options he had 
considered and discarded: an attack by 
gmwwi tr^eps SB&d raids by manHed air- 
craft. Clinton concurred in the choice of 
cruise missiles— less painful, both mihtari- 
ly and diplomatically. 

Clinton approved the strike plan in 
principle on Aug. 14, three days before his 
grand-juiy testimony on the Lewinsky 
matter. The Zhawar KiH complex in Af- 
^anist^ was chosen h^Exem of inteUi- 
gence. reports that top Bin' Laden fieu- 



tenants, including some coming in from 
Pakistan, planned to meet tiere last 
Thvursday. But Bin Laden's own where- 
abouts weren't known. "Truth was, we 
didn't know who was in the camps," said 
one official who was in on the planning. 
Over that weekend, the Sudanese factory 
was added to the list. Clinton had con- 
cerns about both targets. He had to be re- 
assured that the attack on the factory 
wouldn't spread a plume of poison gas 
over Khartoum. Planners decided that 
burning the plant to the ground would in- 
cinerate any toxic materials; extra cruise 
missiles were added to the mission to en- 
sure total destruction. The president also 
stipulated that if the Zhawar meeting was 
canceled or postponed, tiiere might be 
other, better targets to hit in Afghanistan. 
When nothing had changed in the intelli- 
gence picture by 3 a.m. Thursday, he gave 
die green hght. 

The results were mixed. The plant in 
Khartoum was razed, along with a candy 
factory nearby. Casualties were mercifully 
ight: about 10 injuria tnd pos^bly one 
death. Aj^ry Sudsmese demonstrators took 



to the streets— blaming America, not Bin 
Laden. Amid the rubble, a visitor to the fac- 
tory found a metal label, apparently from a 
cruise missile. It said the device had been 
inspected in 1993 by "Tammie" and added: 

MADE IN THE U.S.A., WITH PRIDE. 

A U.S. spy satellite spotted thell^i^ as '- *: 
cruise missiles exploded at Zhawar. At least 
21 people were killed in the Afghan camps, 
according to the Taiban government, but 
Washington could not confirm the number 
or identity of the casualties. Although Bin 
Laden survived, Cohen said afterward that 
killing him was "not our design." U.S. offlp 
cials said the raids may have deterred an- 
other terrorist attack. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright told reporters: "It is 
very likely something would have happened 
had we not done this." 

Something grim could still happen. 
American officials said that before the raids, 
attacks were imnoniaat on U.S. embassies 
in Albania and Pakistan. "We think we 
stopped one in Albania," said a senior White 
House official. Threats were reported to 
ot]a^4®mbassies fia Malaysia, Yemen, Egypt ,, 
and U^uida, among others, and new jnre: ■ : 



37% of those surveyed think the distraction of the Lewinsky matter has left 
President Chnton less able to deal effectively with terrorism 
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cautions were taken everywhere overseas, 
as they were back in the United States. 

Outside the administration, some ex- 
perts doubted the official rationale. "The 
timing was a httle suspect," said Vince Can- 
nistraro, a former CIA expert on counter- 
terrorism. "If an operation were imminent, 
it's pretty clear that the resoftiices ^^^dd al- 
ready be on the ground." He concluded that 
the cruise-missile strikes "did very httle to 
hurt Bin Laden and probably initiated a 
new round of violence." The surest way to 
stop the violence is to kill the terrorists who 
perpetrate it, but that is hard to do at long 
range. "A cruise missile isn't an instrument 
of assassination," said Richard Murphy, a 
former assistant secretary of State and an 
expert on the Arab world. "Smart bombs 
are never quite as smart as you think." 

Last week's attacks aroused anger 



against the United States across the Mus- 
Hm world, though Clinton insisted in his 
TV speech that the cruise-missile strikes 
"were not aimed against Islam." Only a few 
Muslims support the random violence ad- 
vocated by Bin Laden and his ilk. But many 
share a sense that Muslims are under at- 
tack by the United States, which supports 
Israel, maintains mihtary forces on the holy 
soil of Saudi Arabia and seems more will- 
ing to bomb or boycott Islamic wrongdoers 
than those of other rehgions. The radicals 
hope to capitahze on this anger. 'This is a 
holy war," says Adel Abdel Bary, an oppo- 
sition Egyptian lawyer now exiled to Brit- 
ain who has ties to some of the mihtant Is- 
lamic groups. "We are poor. We are weak 
now. But we are not stupid. We can use any 
technology. We can do anything." He also 
maintains: "Americans can destroy a Hi- 



roshima or a Nagasaki, but they cainriot 
fight this kind of fi Jit." - ' 

"I think it's important for the American 
people to understand that we are involved 
in a long-term sfaiiggle," Albright said last 
week. "This is, imfortunately, the war of the 
future." It will be a messy war, with poten- 
tially a great many casualties. Americans 
don't like close, bloody confUct, under- 
standably preferring the safe standoff war- ■ 
fare that can be waged with cruise missiles. 
But it won't be long before some terrorists 
gain access (if they haven't already) to nu- 
clear, chemical or biological weapons. The 
war of the future is one Americans will 
have to learn how to win. 
With Gregory L. Vistica and Michael Hirsh 

in Washington, Christopher Dickey in Paris, 
Mark Dennis in Khartoum, Steve LeVine 
in Peshawar, Gregory Beals in New York 
and bureau reports 



The home front: The threat of terrorism is real. But the 
country is far from defenseless. BY TOM MASLAND 

America Goes on Guard 



THE AMERICAN PEO- 
ple need to know ... 
we will be targeted," 
declared limited- 
security adviser Sja^y Berger 
last week. But cops across the 
land already were on war 
footing. In Washington, ar^ 
mored SWAT teams stood 
outside the Pentagon. Sport 
utihty vehicles parked nose- 
to-nose blocked the main 
driveway at the State Depart- 
ment and U.S. Park Pohce 
laid on extra patrols at nation- 
al memorials. In New York, 
barriers went up aroimd city 
hall. Bomb-sniffing dogs 
prowled major airports as tow 



away unattended cars. U.S. 
Border Patrol agents went on 
hi^ alert, and mihtary pohce 
randomly checked sc^i^s' 
IDs imder a defense plan 
called Threat Con Alpha. 

Although experts agree 
that Americans abrc^d are 
more at risk after last week's 
strikes, ordinary folks won- • 
der just how jittery they 
should be. A CNN poll found 
10 percent of those ques- 
tioned "very worried" about a 
terrorist attack. When wai> 
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planes buzzed the Loop last 
week in the annual prelude to 

the Chicago Air and Water 
Show, a radio talk show's 
phone lines ht up. "I'm sur- 
jHised at how afraid they 
are," said the host, Roe Corm 
of WLS. "We've always been 
told it's just a matter of time, 
and peopfe ire fteaHy taking 
that to heart." 

But America is far from de- 
fenseless against Osama bin 



Laden and his ilk. The battle 
has been raging secretly for 
years, and the FBI's record in 
containing Mideast terrorism 
is the envy of Western law- 
enforcement agencies. The 
first successful attack was the 
World Trade Center bombing 
in 1993, two decades after Eu- 
rope first confronted Mideast- 
related hijackings and bomb- 
ings. Even then, a subsequent 
conspiracy trial revealed that 



the FBI had penetrated the 
circle of radical Muslim cleric 
Omar Abdel Rahman. A close 
associate of Bin Laden is re- 
ported to be cooperating with 
investigators in New York. In 
a new move that troubles civil 
hbertarians, immigration offi- 
cials are trying to deport sev- 
eral Arabs on the basis of se- 
cret intelHgence. The FBI's 
unclassified budget for coun- 
terterrorism has risen from 
$80 milhon in 1994 to nearly 
$400 million last year; the 
agency has joint terrorism 
task forces with 16 pohce 
departments. 

More preparations are 
needed. Quietly, local pohce 
and pubhc-health agencies 
have been grappling with the 
possibihty of "grand terror- 
ism"— chemical, biological or 
even nuclear attacks. Chicago, 
is spending $450,000 <m spe^ ^ ^ 
cialized training and decon- > ; 
tamination equipment to use \ • 
during such eniet^encies, its'! i?, 
part of a ccn^p^essicnM grsuot 
to 120 muiiicipahties after thfe if 
1995 Oklahoma City bombing^ 
carried oiit by honiegrown 
terrorists. "I think bur citizens; $ ; 
would be comfprtable Avith V -' - • 
what we've been doing, but ' - " 
we just can't talk about it," :?- 
said Chief Framas Moriar^'ofC|j 
the department's emergency^ 
prepare^ess program. The^^^-"^ 
threat ot terrorismis real, but ' 

Bagpng. ■ . ;-. . 

With bureau reports 
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Pakistan seizes a suspect in the U.S. embassy 
bombings, but his conflicting tales point to a 
bigger fish: a shadowy financier in Afghanistan 



By TIM MCGIRK ISLAMABAD 

■ - T il l i fw 

THE MldsTl\NI IMMIGRATION OF- 
ficer in Karachi waved forward 
the next passenger who had just 
landed on ilight PK 746 from 
i%li*6W, a sharp-faced, reedy 
man with Yemeni travel docu- 
ments. Ordinarily, the officer 
would have stamped the mans 
passpo!f 'Wl#E^t' second glance; it was 
S;45 a.m.. and the line of tired travelers was 
getting restless. But as the officer explained 
later, "This man was acting too jitterv-." 



I W'arily, he e^mined the photo in the pass- 
port, then peered into the man's face. The 
difference between the two was ahnost 
laughable: the thin, clean-shaven man in 
front of him bore no resemblance to the 
passport picture of a bearded fat man. 

Forged passports are a common occur- 
rence at Karachi airport, a frequent transit 
point for drug smugglers. Sometimes, trav- 
elers caught with fake passports in Karachi 
manage to bribe their way free, but this 
man didn't get the chance. As immigration 
officers led him to a side room, he was 
waylaid by agents of the Pakistani Intelli- I 



gence Bureau. Several hours later came j 
news from Nairobi and Dar es Salaam: two I 
bombs had ejqjlcded almost simultaneous- | 
ly outside U.S. embassies, killing 257 peo- | 
pie and injuring 5,500. The agents realized 1 
their fake Yemeni might be more than a 
mere drug runner. The interrogation shifted 
in direction and ferocity. According to the 
Karachi daily Umrmt the suspect was 
grilled for three days before he confessed 
his real identity: Mohammed Saddiq Odeh, 
a Palestinian. 

Most crucially, Saddiq allegedly ad- 
mitted that he, along with other Islamist 
co-conspirators, was one of the Nairobi I 
bombers. A trained engineer living in 
Kenya, Saddiq, 34, said he provided tech- 
nical and logistical back-up for the bomb 
teams, according to Pakistani intelligence 
officials. He also told his inquisitors that ; 
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the blasts in East Africa had been orga- 
nized by the U.S. Federal Bureau of In- 
l«estigation's prime suspect: Osama bin 
Laden, the fugitive Saudi millionaire who 
is said to be bankrolling an Islamic war 
against America, Israel and the Saudi roy- 
al family, which he deems to be corrupt. 
Pakistani officials say Saddiq and pe^ibly 
six other participants in the Nairobi 
bombings were on their way to meet bin 
Laden at I»s4fe- in A^anistan when the 
Palestinian was apprehended in Karachi. 
"Osama takes care of his men like a fa- 
then" Saddiq reportedly told his Pakistani 
interrogators. 

This was the break fbi agents had been 
waiting for. But once he was flown back 
to Nairobi on Aug. 14, Saddiq denied in- 
volvement in the bombing and did not 
implicate anyone else, fbi and Kenyan 




officials said. Had the Pakistanis tortured 
him into a confession? Some U.S. law en- 
forcement officials quoted in Washington 
seemed to think so, and these allegations 
angered tiie Pakistanis. Though Saddiq 
changed his story, U.S. officials began 
following up on what they knew of his 
supposed statements in Pakistan, fbi agents 
and Kenyan police, apparently acting on a 
tip-off from Saddiq, raided a Nairobi ho- 
tel and carted off several boxes of evi- 
dence. A local newspaper reported that 
fcmr foreigners had checked into the ho- 
tel on Aug. 3 and left hours before the Aug. 
7 bombing. They reportedly assembled the 
bomb under Odeh's guidance and drove 
it to the embassy. In Pakistan, meanwhile, 
a Saudi and a Sudanese were 
captured trying to slip across "If anV 20V- 
the Afghan border without ® 
passports. The pair wei^ be- emment tricS 
ing questioned about any 4.^ I, ^ j i • 
hnks to bin Laden. tO nand him 

Still, there's no sohd proof ovpr fn \\\e^ 
yet that links the financier, ^ 
who is the scion of a Saudi U.S., all gOod 
construction family, to these \it i- .^^ 
bombings. And for now Hp'^ MUSlimS Will 



bombings. And for now he's 
safe moving around his half- nvprtVirnAs^ if 
dozen bases in Afghanistan. OVerUirOW it. 
That's because the Islamic Taliban mihtia, 
which now rules most of that wild country, 
follow a simple code of the Pathan war- 
riors: if someone knocks at your door, even 
your own worst enemy or a murderer, it's 
your duty to give him sanctuary from his 
pursuers. This code is always invoked by 
the Taliban when asked to explain why 
shelter is given to bin Laden. 

In a telephone interview from Kandahar, 
Mullah Mohammed Omar, the one-eyed 
village cleric who founded the Islamic Tal- 
iban movement four years ago, told Time: 
"Osama bin Laden is a guest and a refugee 
in Afghanistan. I dorft ^teJi he's behind 
these bomb explosions in distant Africa." 
He added: "I feel some people are wanting 
any excuse to blame Taliban and bin Laden 
for these things." 

As a guest, bin Laden is doing his best 
not to wear out his welcome. Diplomats in 
Istenabad, A^o are monitoring the Saudi's 
movements in Afghanistan, say that bin 
Laden, both on his own and as a conduit for 
other wealthy Islamic zealots in the Gulf 
provides mfflions of dollars for the Taliban's 
attempted conquest of all Afghanistan. He 
finances hundreds of Koranic schools, both 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan, where his 
fiery, tftti'-Ajnertcan views have a follow- 
ing. His supporters also claim that he and 
his own army of 300 Arab and Sudanese 
commandos joined in a recent Taliban as- 
sault at Bagram airbase, north of Kabul. In 



other words, bin Laden is a houseguestthe 
Taliban like having around. 

So far. Mullah Omar is resisting pressure 
from the Saudi and Pakistani governments to 
hand over bin Laden. Four weeks ago the 
Saudi mtelligence chief. Prince Turki al 
Faisal, flew to Kandahar and met with Tal- 
iban leaders. Soon after the prince's visit, the 
Taliban mihtia took delivery of more than 
400 new pick-ups trucks, flown to Kandahar 
still bearing their Dubai license plates. The 
Taliban also had the cash to begin their 
checkbook conquest of the northern region 
around the sfronghoid of Mazar-e-Sharif, 
buying up enemy commanders. 

Over the summer, bin Laden had become 
more vocal in his private holy war against 
the U.S. In a March press 
statement, bin Laden threat- 
ened to attack U.S. installa- 
tions and citizens. A group he 
founded issued a new threat 
last week to "continue shipping 
more American dead bodies to 
their unjust government." Just 
how much force the Saudi 
prince was willing to apply 
on the Taliban is unclear: a 
personal friendship between 
Turki al Faisal and bin Laden 
was forged in the early days of the Afghan 
war against the Soviets, and some diplo- 
mats claim that bin Laden-who lately 
has tempered his anti-Riyadh rhetoric 
some-may be furthering Saudi wishes to 
help the Taliban thwart fran's designs in 
Central, Asia. His revolutionary activities 
haven't stopped Saudi royalty from hir- 
ing the other, more business-minded 
members of the bin Laden family to build 
several new palaces, according to Saudi 
construction sources. 

After the Saudi intelligence chiefs visit. 
Mullah Omar met with bin Laden. Usually 
tiie reclu^ taliban leader never leaves 
his simple but well-guarded compound. 
(Visitors to Kandahar say that Mullah 
Omar's house was built by bin Laden.) The 
Taliban leader reproached him mildly "We 
told him that as a guest, he shouldn't in- 
volve himself in any activities that create 
problems for us," adds Mullah Omar. "And 
we dready have plenty of problems on our 
own." Bin Laden allegedly offered to leave 
Afghanistan for "another mountainous 
area" (presumably Yemen, where he has 
influential tribal firiends), but the Taliban 
told him this was not necessary. After all, 
they had their Pathan code to uphold. "I 
can assure anyone that Osama is not in- 
volved in these bombings," Mullah Omar 
says defensively. 

Really? According to Islamabad diplo- 
mats and visitors to bin Laden's various 
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GOD AND GUN: A member of the Islamic Taliban militia patrols the frontline near Kabul amid 
reports the group may again lose Mazar-e-Sharif , the one A^;han city it has never truly controlled 



hideouts in Afghanistan, he certainly has 
the tools to orchestrate such attacks. They 
say he's in constant touch by satellite tele- 
phone and fax with his agents in London, 
Peshawar, Geneva, the Gulf countries and 
Sudan. His advisers also have easy access 
to and from Af^artistaii from airports in 
Jalalabad and Kandahar. Bin Laden main- 
tains tightly defended camps in Loggar and 
Nangarhar, mountainous regions near the 
Pafccitah fe^fder. Me keeps another safe 
house in Kandahar and two more in Jalal- 
abad—including his favorite haunt, which 
he has named "Star of the Jihad." He also 
helps run an Islamic traininf camp, Al- 
Badr, in the mountains near Khost, where 
Algierians, Egyptians, Sudanese, Pakistanis 
and Kashmiris are schooled in commando 



techniques— including a course in explo- 
sives—as well as in Islamic dogma. 

A brilliant organizer with a background 
in engineering and economics, bin Laden 
has teamed up with other Islamists. In May, 
one visitor who encountered bin Laden, a 
soft-spoken and frail man who walks with a 
cane, claims the Saudi was accompanied by 
Aiman al-Zawahiri, head of the banned Is- 
lamic Jihad group in Egypt, along with two 
sons of Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman, tlie 
blind Egyptian preacher now in a U.S. jail for 
his role in the World Trade Center bombing. 
Together, al-Zawahiri and bin Laden 
formed a front, whose goals are identical to 
those of the previously unknown Liberation 
Army of the Islamic Shrines, which claimed 
credit for the two bombings in Africa. 



f ^ 

Other U.S embassies may fall in the 

sights of Islamic militants. Citing "serious 
indications of a fl^at to^.S. Sj^Ues and 
citizens," the State Departmcaifl»i Tuesday 
evacuated more than 200 "non-emergency" 
personnel and family members from Is- 
lamabad and urged foreigners working for 
non-Muslim relief agencies to evacuate.- 
Pakistani officials said they were unaware 
of any specific threat to Americans and 
claimed that information on a possible 
attack originated in Washington. Several 
Pakistani newspapers— tipped off that 
Prime Minister Mian Muhammad Nawaz 
Sharif dispatched his brother Shabhaz to 
Washington last week on a discreet trip- 
have offered up another theory: the U.S. 
may launch a raid to snatch bin Laden from 
his Afghan hideout. If that happenC^WA- 
ington would want American diplomats 
stationed in Pakistan out of the way to 
avoid retaUation by bin Ladens followers. 

A military assault gainst bin Laden 
could prove risky in many ways. He decamps 
every four or five nights to avoid attack and 
always takes his commandos with him. 
Some of his hooded bodyguards carry 
Stinger missiles against a surprise air attack. 
Counter-terrorist experts in Washington 
say that for such a mission to have any 
chance of success, a military strike against 
bin Laden must be a major one. An easier 
way, say Islamabad diplomats, might be to 
talk the Taliban into getting rid of their 
guest. Once bin Laden is flushed out, he 
could then be arrested— though that may 
not be so easy. Reacting to U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright's request that 
the Taliban turn over the renegade Saudi, 
Mullah Omar told Time: "Nothing doing. 
We're not handing him over." 

In the U.S., bin Laden may be consid- 
ered a super-villain, spinning his global web 
of terror, but many Muslims admire him as 
an Islamic hero. An Islamabad clergyman 
who visited loin Laden remarked: "He's a 
true revolutionary. If any government tries to 
hand him over to the Americans, all good 
Muslims will rise and overthrow it." 

Such of warnings are taken seriously in 
Islamabad. According to the daily News, 
Nawaz Sharif was told in a security briefing 
that his government's involvement in a strike 
against bin Laden might set off rdigious 
unrest inside Pakistan. As much as Nawaz 
Sharif may want to help the U.S. track down 
the Nairobi and Dar es Salaam bombers, few 
Pakistani officials can forget tiiiat tibere^s an- 
other commandment to the Pathan warrior 
code upheld by Taliban supporters: if some- 
one mistreats your houseguest, it's your duty 
to take reven^. -^-^nrn mpmrngby^fedTsdat 
Husain/ Islamabad, Ghulam Hasnmn/KaracM, 
Rahimullah Yusufzai/Peshawar, EJame Shannon 
and Douglas Waller/Wasimgton 
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End of the road for the Taliban? 



PESHAWAR, PAKISTAN 



The Islamic zealots vi^o have conquered much of Afghanistan face stalemate 

THE success of the Taliban army in Af- tionale for backing the Taliban, 

ghanistan has owed much to Pakistan's For Pakistan's civilian politicians, 

support In return, Pakistan believed that a moreover, the Taliban, for all the ground 

countiytini^tin<kf#)eiyibafi<w(»tybe they have taken, have been a disappoint- 

happy to co-operate with its benefactor. But ment They have failed to force open the 

things are not turning out that way. For one principal road to Central Asia; they have 

thing, the Taliban do not rule the whole of not delivered on a promise to eliminate 

Afghanistan and, in Pakistan's view, are un- mpmm production; and they appear to 

likely to. Since the Taliban fighters emerged have a dismal regard for human rights. Far 

in 1994 they have been immensely success- from encouraging trade, their firebrand 
fill, and fnxm control about 
two-thirds of Afghanistan, in- 
cluding the capital, Kabul. But 
the northern tiiird, ethnically 

followers, and deeply op- 
posed to their strict interpre- 
tation of Islamic law, remains 

The Pakistan army, work- 
ing through its Inter-Services 
Intelligence branch (isi), and 
supported by interior 
ministry and rich merchants, 
believed that the arms and 
training it freely gave to the 
Taliban was an inv^tment 
for the future. Pakistan is a 
small country in military 
terms. A pliant Afghanistan 
would, the army reckoned, provide the stra- 
tegic depth it needed should it ever have to 
fight India. Yet the Taliban have never been 
the puppets of tihe isi that many suppose 
them to be. Their increasing disregard of 
their mentors has weakened the isi's clout 
with Pakistan's poliQrmakers. Should the 
^Jvemment heed the army's plea fb^ fti*> 
clear weapons, the resulting strategy— mu- 
tually assured destruction, or mad, as it 
was cryptically known during the cold 
war— would weaken tile ca^ somewhat for 




An ideological wanior 



stxa^^^^^amd confound die army's ra- 



style of IsJiai has terrified Central Asian 
governments, who now blame Fridstan for 
supporting them. 

IHbTse, the Taliban pose a possible, 
though previously unforeseen, threat to Pa- 
kistan's own security. Most Taliban fighters 
grew up in refugee camps in Pakistan. 
WMeiands crfo^Kts are Pakistani nation- 
als. As the prospect for sweeping victories 
in Afghanistan recedes and administrative, 
rather than military, skills are sought, many 
veteran filters have b^un m kxk to ntw 
ideological battlefi-onts. Pakistan, familiar 



territory for the Taliban and racked with 
un-Islamic corruption, is top of their list. 
Their spiritual home lies in religious 
schools run by the Jamiat e Ulema e Islam 
(jui), an Islamic party that has repudiated 
democratic elections and has called for Is- 
lamic revoiation in ?i&rataH. The govern- 
ment fears these zealous and battle-trained 
youths could pose a mortal threat to Paki- 
stan's democracy. 

The army, including the isi, still favours 
the Taliban. So, for now, does the foreign 
ministry, headed by a former isi officer 
v^^tose anti-Taliban deputy may soon dis- 
place him. But the prime minister, Nawaz 
Sharif, unlike his predecessor Benazir 
Bhutto, has few close ties to the Taliban. The 
edticated cIvlKan eKte tend to atiicr^ton. 
They and the interior ministry, fearful of 
domestic instability, want to distance 
themselves from the Taliban. The signs are 
that they will win. 

, One favoured option is to give support 
to the Pashtuns, the traditional rulers of Af- 
ghanistan, with the aim of marginalising . 
tiie Taliban to a purdy religious role. A 
Pashtun-led politicaForganisation would, 
it_is hoped, forge a settlement with the 
northern alliance of Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. In January, to the chagrin of the 
Taliban, Mr Rabbani visited Mr Sharif and 
met Pashtun politicians. Since then, Paki- 
stan has flown aid to earthquake victims in 
areas under Mr Rabbani's control. Peace is 
again being talked about. In April, after a 
visit to Afghanistan by Bill 
Richardson, a senior Ameri- 
can official, r^resentatives of 
the warring groups met in Is- 
lamabad, the Pakistani capi- 
tal. Meanwhile, Pakistan has 
set up a new anti-terrorist de- 
partment and plans to r^u- 
late religious schools. 

The TaHfean art wiiestling 
with problems of their own. 
Historical tribal enmities lurk 
close to the surface. Shortages 
of experienced leaders have 
been made up by relying on 
some former communists 
and guerrillas, diluting the 
movement's theological pu- 
rity. Yet, the Taliban should 
not be discounted. They still 
have powerful connections in Pakistan 
and, more importantly, popular support at 
home. These could sustain the Taliban 
through several crises. They have achieved 
die iffifH-obaMe feat of disanning tribes- 
men in a society where guns are considered 
indispensable emblems of manhood. Their 
rule is widely praised— if only by men— for 
bringing pea<* Mui stability to previously 
lawless areas. But they must be aware that 
erstwhile friends have repeatedly toppled 
inttansigent Afghan rulers. 
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Taleban's triumph 
over Masood forces 
alarms neighbours 

By Christopher Thomas, south asia correspondent, 

AND ZaHID HUSSAIN IN KARACHI 



rs 3 



THE battle for control of 
Afghanistan moved decisively 
to the northern outskirts of 
Kabul, the capital, yesterday 
after the fall of the northern 
cit>' of Mazar-i-Sharif to the 
Tadeban Islamic militia. The 
developments are viewed 
with mounting alarm by Rus- 
sia and the Central Asian 
states as well as Pakistan. 

Taleban forces intensified 
their attack on the Panjshir 
Valley stronghold of General 
Ahmed Shah Masood, the 
Tajik leader, now the biggest 
obstacle to Taleban's ambi- 
tions to control the entire 
country. He is heavily armed 
with Russian, weapons, but 
has been driven back out of 
range of Kabul. With his 
supply routes from Tajikistan 
threatened, he could eventual- 
ly be vulnerable. 

Given his oft-proven mili- 
tary prowess, however, it 
could be a long battle. The 
Taleban tactic of buying off its 
enemies will not work with 
General Masood: the hero of 
the guerrilla war against the 
So\iet occupation forces has 
dug in for what could be his 
decisive fight for survival. 

With imost the entire 
country now under Taleban's 
control, the hardline Islamist 
movenjent will seek formal 
international recognition as 
the legitimate Government of 
Afghanistan. It is claiming 
the right to take Afghanistan's 
seat at the United Nations, 
Most countries still recognise 
the Government of Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani, the ousted 



President, which ruled 
through military might. 

Central Asian states now 
face the potentially destabili- 
sing prospect of Taleban 
forces occupying territory 
ilong their southern borders. 
The militia has always insist- 
ed that it has no territorial 
imbitions but the presence of 
in extremist religious group 
)n the frontier could have a 
lestabilising impact right 
hrough the region. 
For Pakistan, as well, there 
e dangers, even though it 
ilayed a pivotal part in the 
creation and sustenance of 
leban, which emerged in 
94. Taleban leaders may 
vet border areas in Paki- 
n's tribal regions where 
Pashtuns predominate; for 
many tribal leaders, the 
dream of forging a nation 
called Pashtunistan is very 
much alive. . 

At the weekend, thousands 
of students of madrassas (reli- ' 
gious schools) across Pakistan 
went to Afghanistan to rein- 
force Taleban positions. Most 
are Afghans, but .there are ' 
also many Pakistanis among 
them who wanted to partid-' 
pate in what they describe as 
jihad (holy wai^. 

For years the schools have 
provided the fighters for 
Taleban. Its victory has given 
a new stridency to the Islamist 
forces in Pakistan and there 
are growing fears that the 
war-hardened religious stu- 
dents may fuel Islamic ex- 
tremism in a country torn by 
sectarian conflict. 



Iran and Afghanistan 

Tetchy neighbours 

WESTERN countries used regularly to 
accuse Iran of exporting its radical 
brand of Islam. Now Iran nnds it^Pivatch- 
ing helplessly as a hostile movement, 
preaching an even more radical brand of 
Islam, rapidly expands its control over Af- 
ghanistan. All the Immimis can do, as the 
Taliban advance, is to preach peace— and 
call in vain for some kind of power-sharing 
between the various Afghan factions. 

This week the Taliban seized Mazar-i- 
Sharif and several smaller towns in north- 
ern Afghanistan, the last remaining strong- 
hold of t}*si@^positi^-dIiance ^tt Iran 
supports. Underscoring their hostility, the 
Taliban stormed Iran's mission in Mazar-i- 
Sharif, taking ten diplomats and a journal- 
ist into custody. The militia alscf^iwfeied 35 
Iranian lorries together with their drivers, 
accusing them of supplying the opposition 
forces with weapons. Iran claims they were 
delivering humanitarian aid. 

Iran has nervously shunned the 

Taliban ever since 1994, when they 
emerged from Koranic schools in refugee 
camps in Pakistan to burst upon the Af- 
ghan scene. Iran, a Farsi-speaking country 
ruled by Shia Muslim clei^y, is fearful of 
the Taliban's determination to set up a pur- 
ist Sunni Islamic state, returning Afghani- 
stan to Pashtun rule after long dominance 
by Farsi-speaking, Iranian-aligned Tajiks. 

Iran dismisses the Taliban as "puppets" 
invented by Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
America to counter Iranian influence. And 
it fears for the bad image that the move- 
ment will give Islam. "A group of rigid- 
minded, brainless, violent and illogical 
people in Afghanistan are ruining Islam's 
reputation," lamented Iran's parliamen- 
tary speaker, Ali Akbar Nateq-Noori. 

Although there is no proof of American 
support, the Taliban are linked with ex- 
tremist Sunni groups in Paki<;tan and 
Saudi Arabia and may well share their prej- 
udice against Shias. Both countries deny 
backing the Taliban, but they are the only 
states, apart from the United Arab Emir- 
ates, to recognise Taliban rule. The world at 
large objects to the movemenfs repressive 

policies, especially towards women. 

Iran declares itself betrayed by Paki- 
stan, traditionally its good friend, and its 
press has been targeting Islamabad. "The 
Iranian nation will no longer tolerate Paki- 
stan's mischievous game. Islamabad does 
not deserve to be our fi-iend," stormed the 
newspaper Resalat. 

In fkct, Iran and Pakistan have been 
quietly vying for influence in Afghanistan 
since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 
1991. There is much at stake, not least their 

economic interest in the former Soviet re- 
publics of Central Asia. Both countries are 
deeply involved in competing routes to 
provide the land-locked, energy-rich repub- 
lics with access to the sea. 



^kistan is anxious to open a direct pas- 
sage iirough AfpMnistani an^ttfactive op- 
tion for American companies which at 
present have to use more complicated and 
costlier routes in their zeal to bypass Iran. 
The Taliban have been negotiating with an 
American consortium and an Argentine 
company to construct a $2 billion pipeline 
to carry Turkmenistan's gas through Af- 
ghanistan to Pakistan. The latest Afghan 
battles were fought within close range of 
the pipeline's planned entry point. 

Economic gain or lt€m is n'c^l¥an'§ only 
concern. It fears ^at he Taliban could 
wage a bloody campaign against Afghani- 
stan's Shias, whose leaders are members of 
the opposition alliance. According to Af- 
ghan dissidents in Iran, Taliban militia- 
men desecrated a Shia shrine in Mazar-i- 
Sharif In addition, Iranian officials accuse 
the Taliban of asstttfng drtif^mfiicking 
into Iran, a transit route for A^han dru^ 
on their way to Europe 



A further worry for Iran is that the 
Taliban's advance has halted its efforts to 
repatriate the 2m or so Afghan refugees 
who, over the years, have found sanctuary 
in Iran. Repatriation was suspended three 
years ago, when the Taliban captured prov- 
inces near the Afghan-Iranian border. 

Last week Iran increased its security 
along this troubled i,oookm (600-mile) 
frontier after renegade militiamen opened 
fire on two Iranian border posts. Iranian 
forces reportedly retaliated. "We will not 
tolerate any insecurity and instability. We 
will respond in force," thundered General 
lahlw Safavi, ccramander ©f Iran's Revo- 
ltifi(»Biity Guards. 
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Saudi extremist built 
network of fanaticism 



By Michael Dynes 

OSAMA BIN LADEN, the 
renegade Saudi multimillion- 
aire thought to be behind the 
East African embassy bomb- 
ings that killed 257 and in- 
jured 5.000, has created a new 
terrorist organisation with the 
support of Iranian and other 
Islamic extremists. 

Evidence has emerged that 
the fanatical Saudi dissident, 
operating from his remote 
hideout in the Afghan moun- 
tains, has brought together a 
number of terror groups dedi- 
cated to the co-ordination of a 
jihad, or holy war, against 
America and Israel. Known as 
the World Islamic Front for 
Jihad against Jews and Ameri- 
cans, the organisation was 
created on February 15 after a 
meeting between Mr bin Lad- 
en, 45, and other Islamic 
extremists in an attempt to 
broaden their fight against 
Israel and the US, according 
to intelligence sources. 

During the meeting, Mr bin 
Laden and a senior member of 
Iran's Revolutionary Guards 
agreed to combine their efforts 
to oppose, the US, provide 
assistance to Muslims in Bos- 
nia and Kosovo, and train a 
new generation of Muslim 
extremists, according an arti- 
cle in the latest edition of 
Jane's Foreign Report. 

The article is backed up by a 
brazen interview Mr bin Lad- 
en gave on May 28 to ABC, the 
US television network, in 
which he said that a "higher 
council" had been created "to 
co-ordinate jihad against Isra- 
el". Mr bin Laden said his 
follov^rers did not "differaitiate 
between those dressed in mili- 
tary uniforms and civilians. 
They are all targets". 

Mr bin Laden told ABC: 




Bin Laden: at the top of 
US list of suspects 

"We believe the biggest thieves 
in the world are Americans, 
and the biggest terrorists on 
earth are Americans." He 
added: *T1ie only way for us to 
defend these assaults is by 
using similar means." 

On June 12, the State De- 
partipent issued a warning 
naming him as a potential 



TERROR LINKS 



terrorist #ifeat, and tightened 
security arrangements at its 
diplomatic missions through- 
out the Middle East. The new 
security arrangements were 
not extended to Africa. . 

Like thousands of other 
young Muslims. Mr bin Lad- 
en left his native Saudi Arabia 
to join the holy war against the 
Soviet occupation of /^ghani- 
stan, aged 19. But he never 
returned to help in the run- 
ning of the family construction 
business, which is the source 



of his estimated $300 million 
(£184 million) personal 
fortune. 

When the Soviet Union was 
finally pushed out of Afghani- 
stan, Mr bin Laden moved to 
Sudan. But in the face of 
intense pressure from the US, 
he was expelled in 1994, and 
returned to ' Afghanistan's 
southern city of Kandahar 
with his three wives under the 
protection of the extremist 
' Taleban regime. Two years 
later, he was stripped of his 
Saudi citizenship for his at- 
tacks on the Saudi royal 
family for allowing the "infi- 
del" US troops to be stationed 
on Saudi soil '.^ the site of 
Muslim sacrfed-ground. 

Mr bin LadSii is reported to 
have 3,000 followers, who 
have fought on his instruc- 
tions in Afghanistan, Somalia, 
Eritrea, Chechnya, Bosnia, 
Tajikistan- and Yemen, backed 
up by a web of finandal, 
logistical and strategic assis- 
tance to an assortment of 
Sunni Islamic groups. 

Mr bin Laden has been cited 
by US intelligence as the 
prime suspect in two fatal 
bombings against Amefican' 
servicemen in Saudi Arabia.- 
including the death of-^l?* 
airmen in Dhahran in 1996. 
He is also suspected of fund- 
ing the explosiffli at • New 
York's World Trade Centre in 
1993. 

Mr bin Laden's fighters are 
also thought to have been 
behind the shooting down, of 
US helicopters in Somalia, 
killing 18 soldiers, in Ameri- 
ca's ill-fated Operation Re- 
store Hope. US officials have 
confirmed that Mr bin Laden 
is "at the top of the list" of 
suspects because he is known 
to have an extensive terrorist 
network operating in Africa. " 



America's top suspect for the 

African bombings is a 
millionaire with a mission to 
attack America from his cave 
hideout, writes 

5 -J n d rA a 



T 



Marie Colvin 




ountain cedars 
hide the mouth of 
the cave. Inside, 
in rooms hol- 
lowed into the rock face, com- 
puter screens glow, fax. 
machines whirr, messages are 
sent via satellite telephone, r 
This is where Osama Bin 
Laden, the Saudi multi- 
millionaire fundamentalist,ii 
conducts his holy war against j 
the United States. ^ 
The cave, at the end of a 
narrow dirt road through a 
mountain range above the city 
of Jalalabad in eastern 
Afghanistan, is a nerve centre 
of state-of-the-art conmiun- 
ications linking him to a net- 
work of Islamic fundamental- 
ists that stretches across the 
Middle East, Asia, Europe, 
the United States and Afirica. 
Western intelligence believes > 
that he e-mailed instructions ^ 
from here to his supporters on 
the timing of a 1995 car 
bombing in Riyadh that killed 
five Americans. 

The State Department con- 
siders Bin Laden to be the 
prime suspect in the twin 
bombings of the American 
embassies in Nairobi and Dar 
es Salaam nine days ago that ; 
killed 248 people, including 
12 Americans, and wounded 
ahnost 5,000. 

Israel takes its suspicions a 
large step further. It believes 
that he is using his contacts 
and great wealth to get his 
hands on what the West most 
fears: an * Islamic" nuclear . 
bomb. 

Laden is known to have 
three bases in Afghanistan, 
including two ''showpiece" 
tent encampments in Kan- 
dahar and Logar to which 
western journalists are taken 
for security reasons. The "bat : 
cave" is his real headquarters. ^ j 
It has been hollowed back into 
the rock face so that it extends 

to three rooms. In Bin Laden's 
bedroom — where he sleeps 
with a Kalashnikov which he 
claims to have captured from 
a slain Soviet general three 
uncomfortable beds with wool 
blankets and thin mattresses 
are pushed up against the raw 
shelving that holds a library of 
richly bound Islamic texts. 



A second, smaller room 
contains his arsenal of Kalash- 
nikov assault rifles, mortars 
and ammunition. The largest 
room has a desk and two 
laptop computers connected 
to the world by a satellite 
telephone. 

Bin Laden, who inherited a 
fortune of $200m-$400m, is 
in touch not just with fellow 
fundamentalists but with 
western financiers as well. He 
directs an extensive stock 
portfolio and makes invest- 
ments through front com- 
panies in construction and 
other legitimate businesses. 

Bin Laden may preach a 
virulent anti-western line but 
his jihad seems to rely heavily 
on western technology. 

His life appears to be spar- 
tan. He and his fighters eat 
meals of gritty bread, cheese 
and tea. A recent visitor found 
Bin Laden and his entourage 
sharing a dinner of four fried 
eggs between 1 2 people. 

A generator supplies elec- 
tricity, but Bin Laden always 
keeps a torch at hand in case 
of blackouts. The cave is 
warmed by a jerry-built sys- 
tem of hot water pipes. 

Anti-aircraft gims are sta- 
tioned on the slopes above the 
cave, which is guarded by a 
force of loyal fighters from 
around the Arab eWorld —. 
Saudis, Kuwaitis, Yemenis, 
Afghanis — most of them vet- 
erans of the successful guer- 
rilla war that drove the 
Russians out of Afghanistan. 
Firing off barrages of guns 

and mortars at night, they told 
a visitor it was an exercise. 

About a kilometre down the 
dirt road to Jalalabad is a 
checkpoint manned by fight- 
ers of the Taliban, the Islamic 
movement that controls most 
of Afghanistan. Bin Laden has 
never had a greater need for 
his ring of defence. American 
agents are hunting for him; so 
is Israeli intelligence. 

The Americans are not yet 
pointing a formal finger of 
accusatiph; But Bin Laden 
combines a virulent hatred of 
the United States with vast 
wealth and a network of aco- 
lytes trained in terror 
techniques. 



Earlier this year, Bin Laden 
issued a f atwa calling on Mus- 
lims around the world to fight 
to expel the Americans from J 

the holy land of Saudi Arabia, 
and eventually from the Is- 
lamic world. American intelli^ 
gence believes he is implied- 
ated in at least three similar 
operations against American 
targets: the 1993 blast at the 
World Trade Centre in New 
YlSrk; a 1995 car bombing in 
Riyadh that killed five Ameri- 
cans; and the 1996 truck bomb 
that killed 19 American sol- 
diers in the Khobar military 
barracks. 

He makes little effort to 
hide his actions. "You should 
go through my track record," 
Bin Laden said by satellite 
telephone last week to a con- 
tact in Pakistan, who asked to 
remain anonymous. ' T always 
kill Americans because they 
kill us. Look at al-Khobar, al- 
Riy.adh and Mogadishu ^ 

r 

[where, in 1993 a mob of So-' 
malis killed 18 American sol- 
diers; Bin Laden is beheved to 
have helped to arm them]. 
When we attack Americans, 
we don*t harm other people." 

His statement seems to 
have been intended as a half- 
hearted denial of any role in 
the east Africa blasts. But 
western intelligence thinks 
otherwise. It is persuaded that 
he had a hand, at least, in the 
planning of the two attacks. 

OSAMA BIN LADEN was 
one of 20 children of 
Mohamed Bin Laden, a self- 
made man who initially built 
walls for King Abdel Aziz, the 
founder of the Saud dynasty, 
and went on — with the 
king's patronage — ■ to con- 
struct die pilgrim cities of 
Mecca and Medina and about 
80% of Saudi Arabia's roads 
as the country's oil wealth 
grew. 

By the time Osama was 
bom in 1957, his father was 
one of the wealthiest com- 
moners in Saudi Arabia. 
When the old man crashed his 
private plane and was killed in 
the late 1970s, an elder son, 
Bakr, took over the company 
and Osama became a wealthy 
young man. 

Although the family was re- 
ligious, Osama was . pot re- 
membered as particularly 
zealous until — studying 
economics and business ad- 
ministration at university — 
he met members of the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood, an Egyptian 



group that advocated creating 
an Islamic society and reject- 
ing western influence. Within 
days of the Soviet invasion of. 
Afghanistan in December 
1979, the 22-year-old Osama 
left for Afghanistan to join the 
fight against the Russians. He 
took with him a team of 
construction workers and 
equipment and spent most of 

ithe war building roads for the 
mujaheddin and constructing 

caves for anmiunition dumps. 

The war was seen as a holy 
.mission against the com- 
I munists and his conservative 
t relatives supported the cause. 
[ According to an intelli- 
I gence source who asked to re- 

main anonymous. Bin Laden 
' also had contact with the Cen- 

tral Intelligence Agency 
/which was training, financing 
* and attempting to direct the 

volunteers from all over the 
Islamic world to join the jihad 
against the Russian invaders. 

When the 10-year war 
ended, these veterans went 
home fired by a dangerous fu- 
sion of victory, virulent Is- 
lamic zeal, the best training in 
the world and an incipient ha- 
tred that turned against their 
American paymasters. They 
brought their, expertise to 
some of the most violent anti- 
western groups in the Middle 

East. The CIA caUs it "blow- 
back". Bin Laden has main- 
tained close ties to the 
''Afghanis" throughout tfie 
Middle East. 

Bin Laden moved to Sudan, 
where he helped the Islamic 
regime build a strategic road. 
His family disowned him and 
the Saudi government can- 
celled his passport. In 1996 
Sudan came under pressure 
from the Americans to deport 
him and he returned to 



Afghanistan, taking with him 
a coterie of loyal fighters and 
continued control over his 
fortune. 

"He is not hiding his 
money in socks in a cave 
somewhere," said an intelli- 
gence analyst. "His money is 
working." He earns millions 
of pounds annually from his 
53% stake in Sudan's export 
of a natural gum used in west- 
em food products. But invest- 
ments are hard to trace 
because he works through 
front companies and rarely 
communicates directly. 
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Western intelligence be- 
lieves Bin Laden is using the 
investments to fund a terrorist 
network that is unlike any 
seen before. He personifies 
the new face of what Harvey 
Kushner, a terrorism expert 
jfrom Long Island University 
who was consulted by Wash- 
ington on the embassy bomb- 
ings, calls ''transnational" 
terrorism, in which agents of 
numerous nationalities op- 
erate in shifting alliances; all 
over the world. Theiy are far 

harder to track because, unlike 
the terrorists of the 1970s or 
1980s, they have no fixed org- 
anisation or state sponsor. 

A group planning an opera- 
tion may use him as a sort of 
broker, asking for finance and 
for help in the logistics, or he 
may mastermind his own 
operation. 

''These guys have no hier- 
archical structure, so you 
can't infiltrate them," Kush- 
ner said. "You could compare 
investigating these new 
millennium terrorist groups to 
trying to take a picture of a 
constellation of stars. Only in 
the case of these groups, by 
the time you develop the pic- 
ture the constellation 
changes." 

AS THE search-and-rescue 
teams wound down in Nairobi 
and Dar es Salaam last week, 
the focus shifted to the 
investigation. 

Burnt-out cars and shreds 
of metal were gathered and 
meticulously laid out in a car 
park 80 yards from the Nai- 
robi embassy, where teams of 
FBI agents pored over the 
debris. 

Experts said they believed 
ic most likely that Semtex had 
been used. Sheila Horan, the 
FBI agent in charge of the j 
Nairobi investigation, refused 
to comment yesterday on the 
type of explosive that had 
been used. ' 'We have returned 
potential evidence to FBI 
headquarters and that is going 
to give us a better indication, 
but under no circumstances 
would I make a statement tha^ 
it was Semtex or any other 
explosive," she said. 

America has bitter mem- 
ories of attacks against its citi- 
zens around the world. It 
knows that finding and pun- 
ishing the perpetrators is an 
extraordinarily difficult, 
sometimes impossible task. 

If Bin Laden and his net- 
work were behind the bomb- 
ings of the two embassies, 
they show that he has at his 
disposal teams of highly 
skilled, technically proficient 
and ruthless killers. 



Although investigators 
have focused on him ^ the 
rtiost likely suspect, however, 
they will not make the mistake 
of assuming his responsibility 
without concrete evidence. 

Indeed, the spread of Is- 
lamic fundamentalism and the 
hatred of America for its sup- 
port of Israel and "corrupt- 
ing" influence on the Islamic 
world means the list of those 
who would like to mount such 
an attack is daunting. 

Although Iran under 
Mohammad Khatami, its new 
and more pragmatic president, 
has shown signs of moderat- 
ing its fierce antagonism to 
the "Great Satan", intelli- 
gence analysts do not rule out 
5ie possibility that a faction of 
radicals within the Tehran re- 
gime that opposes Khatami's 
rapprochement to the West 
could have been involved in 
the operation. 

The radicals would know 
full well that any evidence of 
Iranian involvement in the 
explosions in east Africa 
would put paid to the hesitant 
warming of relations which 
they loathe. 

In February, Bin Laden met 
Yehia Safawi, a senior mem- 
1 ber of Iran's Revolutionary 
1 Guards, at which the two are 
believed to have agreed to 
train Muslim extremists and 
possibly co-ordinate efforts, 
despite the antipathy between 
the Taliban and Iran. 

A threat by the Islamic ji- 
had in Egypt to attack Ameri- 
can targets — issued because 
the United States was behind 
the arrest and deportation to 
Egypt of three Islamic jihad 
members who had gone to 
Albania to join the Kosovars 

fighting Serbian forces — has i 
been judged unlikely because 
it came only a week before the 
attacks. Such operations take 
months of planning. 

Investigators remain sus- 
picious, however, as the 
^Egyptian Islamic jihad, which 
was responsible for the ass^s • ' 
sinaticfn of Anwar Sadat, the 
Egyptian president, is known 
to have close ties to Bin 

Laden. Now Bin Laden is sus- 
pected of paying £2m to an 
intermediary in the former 
Soviet republic of Kazakhst^ 
as part of a two-year quest for' 
his own tactical nuclear' 
weapon. According to Israeli' 
military intelligence, he 
turned to Kazakhstan because 
it has a substantial Muslim 
population. 
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Stan to try to head off Bin Lad- i 
en's efforts. - 
Western intelligence ex- 
perts said they were not sur^r 
prised by Bin Laden' s efforts/ 
but did not believe he would 
be successful. "It's true to 
form," said David Long, an 
American counterintelligence 
expert formerly with the State 
Department. "People like Bin 
Laden, who are fanatical and 
have a lot of money, can be 
fanciful. It would be virtually 
impossible for him to succeed 
in overcoming the difficulty in 
putting together a nuclear 
weapon and making it work." 

For several months Ameri- 
can intelligence officials have ; 
been monitotnna Ria.Laden's 

movements inside Afghani- 
stan from the Pakistani fron- 
tier town of Peshawar. There 
was also debate last week 
about whether an American 
commando team could seize 
or kill the fugitive financier 
should he be accused of a role 
in the east African bombings. 

However, an intelligence 
official ruled out such an op- 
eration. Plucking a well 
guarded terrorist from such a 
hostile, remote country as 
Afghanistan was no simple 
mission, even with the co-op- 
eration of Pakistan, said the 
source: "It would be very 
hard even for the best trained 
unit. You can't go loaming 
around in Afghanistan with- 
out being noticed." 

Bari Atwan, the editor of 
Al-Qods, a London-based 
Arabic newspaper, is one of 
the few outsiders toMsit the 
"bat cave". Bin Lsfien was 
entirely at home there, Atwan 
said, and he outlined fot 
Atwan a set of goals that can 
be interpreted as a chilling 
harbinger of the east African 
bombings. 

"We saw the Riyadh and 
Al-Khobar bombings as a suf- 
ficient signal for people of 
intelligence among Americaii 
decision-makers to avoid the 
real battle between the nation 
of Islam and the American 
forces, but it seems t&^y didn't 
understand the signal," Bin 
Laden said. 

The Israeli sources also said ; 
that Bin Laden was looking ! 
for a tactical nuclear weapon, i 
or "suitcase bombs", thei 
weapon every intelligence 
agency dreads falling into the 
hands of a terrorist. 

So worried were the Israelis 
that they sent one of their 
cabinet members to Kazakh- 



"Military people are not 
unaware that preparations for 
major operations take a cer- 
tain amount of time, unlike 
minor operations. If we 
wanted small actions, the mat- 
ter would have been easily 
carried out. But the nature of 
the battle calls for operations 
of a specific type that will 
make an impact on the enemy;; 
and this, of course, calls for 
excellent preparation. ' ' 
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Origins of the conspiracy behind 



•American 
Africa are traced by Lawrence Jol 
Martin Bright and Arnold Kemp 



HIGH IN THE MOUNTAINS of 

eastern Afghanistan a group 
of radical Islamic leaders from 
around the world gathered in 
February to endorse a reli- 
gious decree, or fatwa. It cre- 
ated a united World Islamic 
Front dedicated to killing 
Americans and Jews and was, 
in effect, a declaration of war 
on the Western world. 

Presiding over the meeting 
was Ossama bin Laden, the 
enormously wealthy Afghani- 
stan-based Saudi fighter be- 
lieved to have masterminded 
terrorist attacks on American 
servicemen in Yemen and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Bin Laden retreated to his 
headquarters near Kandahar 
after attempts by CIA agents 
to capture him. There he 
received leaders from 
throughout the Muslim world 
— from Pakistan, Bangladesh 
and Eg^Tit. 



- They included Shaykh Mir 
Hamzah, secretary of the 
Jamiat-Ulema-e Pakistan, a 
grouping of radical Pakistani 
clerics with four seats in par- ; 
hament. The presence of so 
significant a figure confirms 
the singular importance of 
Pakistan in the miasma of 
fundamentalism. 

On 23 February, Bin Laden 
signed — and his fellow lead- 
ers countersigned — a fatwa 
proclaiming the World Islamic 
Front, a coalition v^ith a mis- ' 
sion. To kill Americans and j 
their aUies — civilians and 
military — is an individual i 
duty for every Muslim,* it! 
declared. 

The Front brought together 
the 'Afghani Arabs', Muslims 
radicahsed in the fight against 
Soviet forces in Afghanistan, i 
Many came out of the religious 
schools in Pakistan which 
spawned the Taliban, the 'sol- 
dier monks' now tightening 



their grip on Afghamsian. 

The Front also united mih- 
tants throughout the Muslim 
world, including two of funda- 
mentahst Islam's most dan- 
gerous groups — the Egyptian 
<xama'a al-Islamiya (gather- 
mg), and Islamic Jihad, res- 
ponsible for attacks on gov- 
ernment officials and foreign 
tourists. 

The failure of the fatwa to 
distinguish between military 
and civihan personnel meant 
open season for the pro- 
iferating Islamic groups now 
joined in Bin Laden's loose 
confederation. 

The genie was out of the 
bottle. And the question is: 
Bm Laden may be patron and 
sponsor of Islamic terrorism 
— but is it now out of control? 

Noorullah Zadran, first sec- 
retary of the Taliban mission 
to the United Nations, said 



last night that Bin Ladenliad : 
been warned never again to 
proclaim holy war from! 
Afghan soil. He said: T tinnk-l 
he got the message/ - '-'^h^-':'^ 
He said the bombing attacks ; 
on American embassies in 
Nairobi and Dar es Salaafn,;' 
which the US has accused Bin i 
Laden of sponsoring, were 
'hideous and heinous', . . ■ f 

'We condemn it 100 per cent/ 
We pray to God that whoev<Kc^ 
did this act, whetherperson or ' 
group, will be brought -Stq 
justice.'. 

Yesterday the Taliban 
forces tightened their hold qii: 
northern Afthaiiistan,%tlie 
last point of resistance to their, 
control of their coimtry. The 
statement to The Observer 
shows their wish for internsi- : 
tional recognition. They jalso 
hope that a US oil compaiiy 
will open a gas pipelihe frpto 
central Asia to . Pakistan 
through Afighanistaii^:^,A ^ 
The exphcit denluiciation:bf 
Bin Laden also reflects ejbbs^^ 
rassment that it was tiie/aj^^; 
he and other fimdaimenta^t.' 
leadefssigned in Afighafi^pRTiL 



in February that sanctipneS 
the killing of Americans 'and 
Jews irrespective of whether 
they were civihan or inihtary. 
oersonnel. v lr:^^■V^ 
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' But the Taliban leadership 
continues to deny that Bin 
Laden was responsible for the 
outrages, clearly implying 
that the inflammatory fatwa 
unleashed forpes whic]f¥„ he. 
could not control. 

Mijlah Mohammad Omar, 
head of the Taliban militia, 

told a Pakistan newspaper: | 
. 'How can a man living as a * 
refugee in Afghanistan spon- 
sor bomb e3q)losions in distant 
Africa?' ! 

Bin Laden, he added, (Md not \ 
have the power to carry out 
bomb explosions in another 
comer of the world. 

Despite these assertions, 
the trail of the terrorists who, 
planned the African bombings 
grew warm yesterday — and it 
pointed to operatives working 
out of Afghanistan. 

Senior intelligence oflBLCial 
in Islamabad, the Pakistani 
capital, said yesterday they 
had arrested one of the bomb- 
ers of the US embassies and 
were looidng for two more. 

The three suspects flew 
from Nairobi to Karachi be- 
fore the explosions on 7 
August. Mohammed Sadiq, 32, 
was arrested at Karachi air- 
port when he presented a false 
Kenyan passport. 

When security men cau- 
tioned him, he tried to bribe 
them. As he tried to escape 
senior ofB.ciaIs arrested him. 

Intelligence officers said he 
told interrogators that two 
other suspects had also come 
to Pakistan and escaped unno- 
ticed. He identified them as 
Mohammed Saleh and 'Abdul- 
lah' who, Sadiq claimed, built 
the two bombs that w&m used 
in the bombings. 

He said all thcree left East 
Africa before the bombs went 
off, with the help of local sym- 
pathisers with connedlons to 
the Eypgtian Islamic Jihadj 
organisation. Saleh may have 
left Ken\-a on 4 August and he 
is now in Afghanistan. Sadiq 
and Abdullah remained to 
supervise the bombing. 

VIRTUALLY NO NOTICE of tb 

fatwa was taken in the Westj 
em media until Bin Ladei; 
gave a number of bloodj 
curdling media interviews. Oii 
12 Jime the State Departmeni 
warned Americans that 'some 
type of terrorist action 
be mounted wittm Jbe next 
several weeks'. i 
In July four Egyptian Islam- 
ists were arrested in Albania 




V 



and deported, probably with 
the help of the CIA. The news 
spread back through Islamic 
networks. 

On 6 August Muhammad 
Salah, Cairo correspondent of 
Al Hayat, received a fax in his 
office in Cairo. It was from 
Jihad, the militant Egyptian 
Islamic groups, whose leader, 
Ayman al-Zawahri, was a 
, — fatwa signatory. It warned 



that that it would attack! 
American interests every-; 
where in retaliation for the' 
extradition of a Jihad member 
from Albania in June. 

Next day the US embassies , 
in Kenya and Tanzania were ' 
bombed, with devastating 
results. The ^Icaong took 
place within 10 mtnut®! of 
each other. 

The N^bi attack killed at 
least 247 people, including 12 
Americans, and wounded 

more than 5,000. Ten people! 
were killed and around 75 in- 
jured in Tanzania. 

On the day of the bombing 
Al Hayat s Salah took a cafi 
Jrom his contact, who asked if i 
the paper had Dublished 



Wednesday's communique 

We have executed our threat ' 
he said. ' j 

Hours later the paper 
received a fax claiming res- 
ponsibihty for the bombings 
in the name of hitherto un- ' 
known group called the Army 
of Liberation of the Islamic 
Holy Places. Along with the 
usual demandsit called for the 
release of Omar Abdel Rah- 
the blind Muslim cleric 
med in the US for the bomb- 
ing of the Word Trade Center 
in 1995. . ; 1. . 
'■^Last Thursday, according to 
the London-based Isitoiic Ob- 
servation Centre, another 



Egyptian Muslim militant, 
Ahmad Ismail Othman, was 
arrested in Tirana. Othman 
was sentenced to death by an 
Egyptian military court in 
1993 for the attempted assassi- 
nation of the former Egyptian 
Prime Minister Atef Sedki. ' 

Next day the US temporar- 
^ ily closed its embassy in Alba- 
nia. Embassies were also shut 
in Cairo, Manila and Kuala 
Lumpur, a move thought to be 
unprecedented in peace-time 
US diplomacy. 
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FAR FROM AFGHANISTAN, in 

the quiet suburbs of north 
London, associates of Bin 
Laden and other militants 
have been tr3dng to make, 
sense of events that have le^ 
them trotibl^d and puz^l^^ 
The Islamic ObservaEtion 
Centre, which reported the ar- 
rest of Othman in Albania, is - 

run by Yasser el-Sirri, who] 
was also sentenced to death; 
for alleged involvement in the 
attempt on Sedki's life. 

Egypt complains that the 
centre is the London mouth- 
piece of the New Vanguards of; 
Conquest Group, an offshootj 
of the Jihad movement, which' 
warned of more attacks after 
the Luxor massacre of tourists 
last year. Cairo has bitterly 
criticised Britain's tolerance, 
especially after Luxor. 

The London-based militants 
claim to be genuine asylum- 
seekers from repressive 
regimes. El-Sirri claims to 
have no links with any terror 
group. He rejects the verdict of 
a military trial held in absen- 
tia. 

When he spoke through an 
interpreter to The Observer he 
said that, while feeling sorry 
for the African victims, he saw 



the bombings as a sign that 
America's pohcy in the Mus- 
lim world was not working. 

He said: The US is guilty of 
state terrorism, uses force in 
its foreign pohcy and morally 
has no right to criticise 
others.' 

From a semi in Dolhs Hill, 
London, Khaled al-Fawwaz, 
British spokesman for Bin 
Laden's Saudi opposition 
group, maintains contact with 
Bin Laden through a network 
in Pakistan and acts as a con- 
duit for communiques issued 
by the Saudi opposition. 

To him, the formation of a 
World Islamic Front marks a 
significant shift in the geopoli- 
tics of Islamic fundamental- 
ism. He seses Bin Laden as one 
of the great heroes;of the mod- 
em Arab world. \ . 

But he says: *If Ossatiia was 
behind this [the bombings] he 



definitely would not be afraid 
to say it.* 

He added: 'It is against Mus- 
lim law to kiU innocent civil- 
ians.' He clearly found it 
puzzling that the African 
attacks should have risked 
ki^g so many of his fellow 
Muslims. 

A few blocks away from 
Fawwaz in Dollis Hill fives Dr 
Sa'ad al-Faqih, formerly a 
leading 'keyhole surgeon' in 
Saudi Arabia and now direc- 
tor of the Movement for Is- , 
lamic Reform in Arabia. 

He said: 'It's a shame so 
many innocent Kenyans had 
to die for the sake of just a 
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dozen Americans. Bin Laden 
and I walk different pathways 
but our aims are the same.* 

He added: 'People still don't 
understand how corrupt 
Saudi Arabia is, a coimtry 
where 10,000 royals take 40 per 
cent of the national wealth.* 

Dr Mohammed al-Mas'ari, 
London director of the Com- 
mittee for the Defence of Le- 
gitimate Rights, successfully 
evaded deportation in 1996 
after considerable pressure 
from the Saudi regime. 

He, too, was puzzled by the 
African attacks, which he 
thought did not appear to bear 
the imprimatur of Bin Laden, 



but were more likely to have | 
been carried out by freelance | 
groups inspired by the fatwa. \ 

He added: 'The attacks were 
clumsy. They should have j 
gone in by air. Bin Laden has | 
Stinger missiles and planes.' i 
He knew Bin Laden wanted to : 
hit the Americans hard, but 
he had expected the attack to 
be made in Saudi Arabia itself. _ 

Mas'ari said the emergence 
of freelance groups repre- 
sented a significant threat to 
the West. , 

'It's like a cluster bomb ef-- 
feet. It's dangerous — no one ; 
knows where the next attack 
will come from.' 

AT THE END OF JULY an Is- 
lamic website carried an inter- 
view published in al-Murd- \ 
bitouTiy organ of Gama'a al- 
Islamiya, Egypt's largest 
xmdergroimd organisation. ' 

In it one of its exiled leaders, 
Abu Yasser Rifai Taha, who 
signed the fatwa in February, 
said that the group was 'not a 
member of the Islamic Front 
for Holy War against the Jews 
and Crusaders (the West)'. ' 

Observers were puzzled. 
But after the bombings they 
speculated that al-Gama'a had 
heard of the plans to::carry 
them out," disapproved and 
wanted to disown them. For 



the West, that is the most 
ferrifyihg thing about the 
dark shadow cast by Bin 
Laden. 

The prohferating Islamist 
groups have become an in- 
creasingly sophisticated mod- 
em fighting force, using the 
Internet, computers, mobile 
telephones and satellite 
communications. 

Under Bin Laden's 'sponsor- 
ship* they can wreak havoc, 
sanctified by a fatwa which 
asserts that no distinction > 
should be made between 
American civihans and ser- 
vicemen. It is a hcence for 
carnage. 



Ifsashameso 
many innocent 
Kenyans had to 
die for tlie salce 
ofjustadozen 
Americans' 



Photograph of mourners at the 
memorial service in Nairobi by 



Lucy Haiinan on why 

the bombers targeted 
Nairobi to blast their 
message to the world 



UNTIL THE EXPLOSION that 
ripped through Nairobi, sub- 
Saharan Africa had no reason 
to see itself as an arena for 
international terrorism. Then 
Kenya found to its cost that *if 
you want to dehver a message 
to the world, this is good place 
to do it', its Foreign Minister, 
Boyana Godana, said grimly. 

Kenya has the biggest con- 
centration of diplomats, US 
staff, international organisa- 
tions and foreign press in the 
region — and in some cases, 
on the continent. It is a crucial 
power base in a region infa- 
mous for past wars and fam- 
ines, as weU as a major tourist 
destination. 

*It has come as a shock to us,' 
said Godana in an interview 
with The Observer. Tor every 
American killed, over 20 Ke- 
nyans lost their life. If the US 
embassy had been on the out- 
skirts of the city, the human 
and economic cost would not 
have been so colossal.' 

The US stands accused of 
being staggeringly unpre- 
pared in Nairobi. Ambassador 
Prudence Bushnell had asked 
the State Department at least 
three times since December to 
move or improve the embassy. 
Untypical of the fortressed 
embassies usually seen in the 
region, this one backed on to 
central Nairobi's financial 
buildings and shared pave- 
ments that pass the railway 
station and the industrial 
badlands. 

But Godana appealed to Ke- 
nyans not to show bitterness. 

His country has never been 
neutral. In the Nineties it has 
been the heartland of a mostly 
unspoken regional US policy 
to keep back , the march of 
Islamic fundamentahsm in 
the Horn of Africa. 

Used as a vit^ mihtary base 
for US troops in Somdia in 
1992-3, Kenya has long been 
crucial to the operations of the 



Sudan People's Liberation 
Army — a movement known to 
enjoy covert US support in the 
attempt to isolate the funda- 
mentalist Khartoum regime! ' 

One of the after-effects of 
the bombing may be a sober 
and terrible reminder that ~ 
although it has become rou- 
tine in the West to express a 
sort of post-Cold War despair 
over continued war and fam- 
ine in the region — Africa is 
just as much an international 
pohtical football pitch as ever 
it was. 

'Fighting on the frontlines 
of democracy' — as Wilham 
Cohen, of the State Depart- 
ment, referred to it when the 
11 American bodies arrived 
home on Wednesday — - trans- 
lates here into funding for 
multiparty elections, non-gov- 
ernmental organisations and 
building up civic institutions. 

It is a strategy pursuing 
pohtical ideals and values that 
the US, as the world's only 
superpower, now believes 
inevitable. 

But the pace of the push is 
something that some govern- 
ments in the region — notably 
Uganda and Eritrea — have 
tried to put a brake on. Now, 
Godana also wonders aloud 
whether external pressure 
weakens security and in- 
creases vulnerabihty, if 'this 
drive for political and eco- 
nomic reforms contributes to, 
and aggravates, instabihty'. 

A senior government source, 
a Muslim, is concerned that the 
attack might encourage a new 
sort of pontics in Kenya. 'There 
is no Holy War here, but my 
fear now is that people might 
see there is a bigger power that 
can be used with dreadful ef- 
fect,' he said. 

He knows of a small number 
of Kenyans who have died 
fighting 'the Holy War' in So- 
malia. *We are not an island, 
and even less so now.' 



Tpday^s new cult hero 



MENTION the name of Osama bin 
Laden in a Saudi public place and 
heads will turn, first to check that nobody 
from the government is listening, and 
then to give you their views. The exiled 
Saudi millionaire, branded by America 
as a terrorist mastermind, is fast becom- 
ing a cult hero to many of his more devout 
countrymen. Although few Saudis and 
other Gulf Arabs supported the bombing 
of American embassies in East Africa, 
most were appalled by America's reac- 
tion. The letiial shower of Tomahawk 
cruise missiles on alleged terrorist facili- 
ties in the Muslim countries of Sudan 
and Afghanistan appears to them to be a 
crude and outdated way of putting the 
world to rights. 

In the absence of public evidence 
from America, Arabs around the world 
doubt that the destroyed pharmaceutical 
factory in Khartoum was really produc- 
ing the ingredients for nerve gas. They re- 
call America's blunder ten years ago when 
one of its warships shot down an Iranian 
airliner over the Gulf But though Sudan 
now commands the attention of the Arab 
League, it is Mr bin Laden who com- 
mands an increasing fascination for ordi- 
nary Arabs. After all, he has survived— by 
the grace of God, as he put it—a devastat- 
ing attack on his Afghan base by the 
world's only superpower. Just as Iraq's 
Saddam Hussein was able to pop up from 
the rubble of cruise-missile strikes with 
his regime intact, Mr bin Laden's survival 
enhances his stature. Almost overnight, 
everyone in the region wants to know 
who he is and what he stands for. 

Bom in the 1950s of a Yemeni father 
and Saudi mother, he is one of 55 siblings 
and half-siblings who grew up in Saudi 
Arabia at a time when oil was changing 
the country beyond recognition. His fem- 
ily made a fortune as builders, and when 
the young Osama took ofF for Afghanistan 
in 1979 to help the mujahideen fight the 

Soviet invaders, he used his family 
connections to import bulldozers 
for building tunnels and caves. He 
became a rallying-point for thou- 
sands of "Arab Afghans", volun- 
teers from as far away as Egypt and 
Algeria. 

When the Russians left Af- 
ghanistan, he returned to Saudi 
Arabia with impeccable creden- 
tials as a holy warrior in the Islamic 
cause. But after ten years of living 
an ascetic existence in the moun- 
tains, he found his homeland well 
below his purist ideals. By 1990, 
Arabia was awash with American 
troops— some Jewish and some fe- 
male—and his government was ap- 
parently embracing them. In his 
eyes, the sacred land of Mecca and 
Medina was being desecrated. Within 
four years, his strident criticism of the rul- 
ing al-Saud family had seen him exiled to 
Sudan, stripped of Saudi nationality and 
disowned by his rich and law-abiding 
brothers. But by 1996, his ever-stronger 



links to militant Islamist groups had led 
the Sudanese government to be pressed 
into expelling him too. He found refuge 
in Afghanistan. 

By now the cia had named him as the 
prime financier behind the bombing of 
, the World Trade Centre in 1993. It also 
implicated him in the 1996 Khobar 
Towers bombing in Saudi Arabia, which 
killed 19 American servicemen, an act for 
which the Saudis have not named sus- 
pects. Mr bin Laden denied his involve- 
ment in either bombing, but called the 
perpetrators "heroes". 

At that time, to most people in the 
Gulf, he was still a little-known extremist 
with dangerous friends. Now, with the 
Arab-Israeli peace process in tatters, his 
words are striking a chord with many on 
the Saudi street. American foreign policy, 
he claims, is heavily biased against the 

world's 1.2 billion Muslims. He cites 
America's acquiescence with the expan- 
sionist policies of the Israeli government 
and its refusal to condemn Israel for the 
shelling of Lebanese civilians at Qana in 
1996, and he blames America for the 
deaths of thousands of Iraqi children 
through prolonged un sanctions. Regard- 
less of the facts, these are sentiments 
shared by millions of Arabs, including 
many in the Saudi ruling family. 

Mr bin Laden's hetenoire is the Amer- 
ican forces on Arabian soil. He calls them 
the "new crusaders" and, in the past few 
months, he has told the media that, if 
American forces do not leave his home- 
land, then neither they nor the 30,000 
American citizens in Saudi Arabia will be 
safe from attack 

Not surprisingly, his existence is a 
huge embarrassment to the Saudi govern- 
ment. Despite its misgivings over Ameri- 
ca's Israeli policy, it has a deep military 
and economic partnership with America. 
But if Mr bin Laden makes good on his 
threats, Saudi Arabia risks being the re- 
cipient of the next terrorist attack. 

The Taliban 

In charge, again 

TASHKENT AND PESHAWAR « 

THE cruise missiles that flew into Af- 
ghanistan to destroy a suspected terror- 
ist training camp have further unsettled the 
politics of the region. The advance of the 
Taliban in the north has left most of the 
country under their control. The fervent Is- 
lamist militia is encamped once again 
along the border with a nervous Central 
Asia. To the south in Peshawar, the main 
border town in Pakistan, the backlash 
against America and growing support for a 
holy war— jihad— are all too clear, as pro- 
testers spill on to the streets. 



Fourteen months ago, the Taliban were 
in a similar position in Afghanistan. But 
their fighters had to retreat when deals with 
local warlords collapsed Now they intend 
to stay. To do so they need money and the 
continued support of their main allies, 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. Hence the diffi- 
culty over Osama bin Laden (see page 40), 
the exiled Saudi militant whom America 
accuses of being behind the attacks on its 
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania: he is liv- 
ing in Afghanistan and was running the 
camp hit by the missiles. 

Handing Mr bin Laden over to the 
Americans would clearly damage the 
Taliban's Islamist credentials. Neverthe- 
less, the group does seem prepared for 
some sort of compromise. Its main leader. 
Mullah Mohammad Omar, has reportedly 
told Mr bin Laden to stop making threats 

against America from Afghan soil. And in 
contrast to their recent obstruction of aid 
workers, the Taliban helped, when asked, 
with a swift evacuation of foreigners from 
the country. 

Where all this leaves Afghanistan's 
• neighbours is less clear. The government of 
Nawaz Sharif in Pakistan is beleaguered by 
a financial calamity and badly needs 
America's help to bail out its economy. That 
help may be provided if Pakistan signs con- 
ventions on nuclear arms. Yet the Islamists 
want to see an end to Pakistan's links with 
America. On top of that, Pakistan's religious 
parties seem likely to gain support as an al- 
ternative to the corruption of the bureau- 
cracy and traditional political parties. 

The ex-Soviet politicians who now run 
Central Asia are just as nervous. Uzbekistan 
and Tajikistan agreed in May with Russia 
to try to counter the spread of extremist Is- 
lam. There have been arrests and show tri- 
als to discredit hundreds of Muslims. Turk- 
menistan, however, has shared a border 
with the Taliban now for three years and is 
less concerned. Religious activism proba- 
bly counts for little beside the personality 
cult now surrounding Turkmenistan's 
President Saparmurad Niazov. The coun- 
try would also like a route for the export of 
its gas that did not pass through Russia; Af- 
ghanistan could provide it. 

Securing trade routes through Afghani- 
stan to Central Asia and its vast hydrocar- 
bon and mineral resources will lead for- 
eigners to try to do business with the 
Taliban. That may include Americans, even 
though the missiles will have suspended 
some business ambitions for a while. Amer- 
ican officials this week repeated that the 
Taliban must honour international norms 
on human rights, drugs and terrorism. It re- 
mains to be seen how far foreigners will 
press the Taliban on such issues when the 
dealing eventually begins. 



Aid work in the world's poorest country 
loses in America's war on terrorists 



Suzanne Goldenberg in 

Islamabad meets relief workers 
who have fled Afghanistan to 
escape revenge for US air strikes 



IN THE coffee shop of Is- 
lamabad's sole five-star 
hotel, a group of aid work- 
ers, who fled Afghanistan 
two weeks ago in fear for 
their lives, pore over the in- 
ternational job ads in the lat- 
est Economist. 

For the aid workers, whose 
flight was prompted by 
threats of retaliation for the 
US strikes against suspected 
terrorist bases in Afghani- 
stan, the enforced idleness 
means days whiled away at 
swimming pools and golf 
courses until it is safe to 
return. Last week, a United 
Nations employee died in Ka- 
bul of bullet injuries after his 
car came under fire a day 
after the strikes. 

For Afghanistan, reduced 
by a generation of war to the 
poorest country on earth, the 
exodus could deliver the final 
blow to a mission under- 
mined by mutual incompre- 
hension between aid workers 
and the Taliban. 

Some aid agencies began 
returning last week to the 
Pakistani city of Peshawar, 
which they had fled within 
hours of the US attack. Pri- 
vately. UN officials do not ex- 
pect to return to Kabul for up 
to three months, jeopardising 
food aid, demining, health, 
sanitation and other pro- 
grammes. 



The international commu- 
nity last year gave less than 
£150 million to Afghanistan. 
There is a reluctance to prop 
up a regime that — apart from 
human rights abuses — is the 
world's biggest producer of 
heroin, and is pursuing a war 
against its opponents. 

**Our big fear is that the do- 
nors will now say. 'Yes, this is 
a country of terrorists', and 
withdraw funding," said a 
British aid worker. 

In the two years since the 
Taliban captured Kabul, aid 
agencies have often been 
caught up in the struggle by 
the conquering puritans to 
impose their unbending, 
rural. Pushtun version of 
Islam on a sophisticated and 
Sovietised capital. 

"The question is: vibatgcelei, 
are the aid agencies perceived 
to have by the Taliban? In 
other words, do they want us, 
or don't they?" said Charles 
MacFadden, the director of 
the Agency Co-ordinating 
Body for Afghan Relief, repre- 
senting more than 70 
agencies. 

The answer is unclear, de- 
spite a Taliban offer to guar- 
antee the security of aid 
workers, and the speed with 
which they arrested the sus- 



pected killers of the UN 
employee. 

On July 20, the Taliban ex- 
pelled some 200 international 
staff of non-governmental 
organisations in Kabul, who 
had balked at a demand that 
all aid agencies move into a 
derelict building. 

In June, the European 
Union cut funding to Kabul- 
based programmes in protest 
at the Taliban's refusal to 
allow women in a city of 
10,000 widows to seek paid 
employment, and its ban on 
education for girls. 

Last October, the UN and 
other agencies were forced to 
retreat from Mazar-i-Sharif, 
then controlled by the Tali- 
ban's opponents, because of 
lawlessness. 

Relations between the aid 
community and the Taliban 
have been bedevilled by the 
Westerners' reluctance to ac- 
cept the mQitia's authority. 
And the Taliban are angered 
at what they see as a Western 
obsession with women's 
rights. 

Attempts at reconciliation 
were under way — until the 
air strikes, which set back 
months of negotiations be- 
tween the Taliban, the UN 
and other aid agencies. They 
are likely also to have de- 
terred the World Bank, which 
had undertaken studies on 
road and irrigation projects. 

Funding from the Middle 
East is unlikely to fill the 
funding gap. Middle Eastern 
governments drastically cut 
back aid to Afghanistan after 
the Russian retreat and the 
Gulf war. 



In Peshawar, budget cuts 
have forced the Kuwaiti Red 
Crescent to shut down all but 
70 beds in a 220-bed hospital. 
Arab doctors have been sent 
home because their wages 
were too expensive. "The do- 
nors are not as generous as 
before," said Ahmed Sunesi 
Ahmed, a Sudanese pharma- 
cist who runs the hospital. 

Afghan aid workers in the 
city complain that Middle 
Eastern largesse rarely 
reached ordinary people. 
'S^hj^ were ^qajting lgts.i^f 
money just for fighting pur- 
poses." said Qamaruddin 
Jabar Khiel, the director of 
the Afghan Development 
Agency. 

The Taliban do not appear 
to share the gloom of their po- 
tential benefactors. They ar- 
gue that Afghanistan's 
wretchedness is God's will. 
"If God is happy for us to live 
amid this destruction, we are 
always happy," a Taliban 
leader told reporters recently. 
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Saudis secretly 
funding Taliban 



0]r\ ^ He quotes 
BY ROBERT FISK / / - ^ at the Saudi I 
Middle East Correspondent 



ON THE face of it, Nawaf 
Obaid's report looks like any 
other student thesis prepared 
for Harvard's John F Kennedy 
School of Government. 

Entitled "Improving US 
Intelligence Analysis on the 
Saudi Arabian Decision Making 
Process", it might have moul- 
dered on the shelves of the 
State Department official who 
requested it. 

But the young Saudi's de- 
tailed account of kingly indeci- 
sion, American ignorance and 
secret Saudi funding for the 
world's most ruthless Muslim 
militia has enraged his coun- 
try's government, by revealing 
the Kingdom's religious divi- 
sions and its secret support for 
the Taliban in Afghanistan. 

Quoting Saudi govemmeJnt 
officials, army officers and 
members of the Saudi Nation- 
al Guard, Obaid, who toured the 
remote conservative villages of 
Saudi Arabia last year but is 
now staying in Geneva, con- 
cludes that "US analysts have 
underestimated, overlooked or 
misunderstood the nature, 
strength and goals of the Wah- 
habi movement in Saudi Arabia, 
as well as the extent to which 
the secular leaders are be- 
holden to this group". 

Had US intelligence opera- 
tives "had a deeper under- 
standing of the religious 
situation in Saudi Arabia", he 
says, they might have been 
able to prevent the 1996 bomb- 
ing at Dhahran, which killed 
19 Americans. 

Until now, the Saudi dissi- 
dent Osama bin Laden, now in 
Afghanistan, has been blamed 
for the bomb. 

The first part of Obaid's the- 
sis details the covert pressure 
of Saudi preachers on King 
Faisal to order an oil embargo 
against the United States after 

the 1973 Middle East war, a step 
he eventually took "to pre-empt 
internal dissent and satisfy the 
growing frustration of the 
idema (religious authorities)". 

But it is the second half of his 
report, and its evidence of the 
immense power wielded by the 
most conservative elements in 
the Kingdom, that has so upset 
the Saudis. 



a "senior official" 
ministry of justice 
- a member of the al-Shaikh 
family who have held the high- 
est religious offices in the King- 
dom - as saying King Fahd 
sought the help of his senior re- 
ligious leaders before allowing 
US troops to land in Saudi Ara- 
bia after Saddam Hussein's 
occupation of Kuwait in 1990. 
"All the senior vlema were cat- 
egorically against the idea," a 
court official is quoted as telling 
Obaid. "It was only after long 
discussions with tiie King ... 
that Grand Mufti Sheikh Abdel- 
Aziz Bin Baz reluctantly gave 
his endorsement to the idea on 
condition that solid proof be 
presented as to the [Iraqi] 
threat." 

The King was persuaded to 
admit the US forces after a 
meeting of the Saudi High 
Command at which General 
Saleh el-Mahya, the army com- 
mander, talked of the ^'pitiful 
lack of uniformed men" in his 
forces and General Ahmad Be- 
heiy, the air force commander, 
said that, given the strength of 
Iraqi land forces, a Saudi air de- 
fence would be "futile". 

US Defense Secretary Dick 
Cheney would later promise 
that US troops would not stay 
in Saudi Arabia "a minute 
longer than they were needed". 

A meeting of 350 idemas at 
Mecca eventually agreed to 
the temporary US military 
presence. 

But to appease the vlema, 
¥mg Fahd was forced to make 
concessions, increasing the au- 
thority of the Mutaween, the re- 
ligious police who impose the 
strictest laws of Wahhabiism, a 
purist Islamic faith original ex- 
pounded by Mohamed bin 
Abdul Wahab, whose descen- 
dants are now the powerful al- 
Shaikh family For Wahhabis, 
only the strictest Islamic law is 
valid, whDe unbelievers are 
infidels, deserving punishment. 

This same religious police 
would later create the TaUban's 
Ministry for the Propagation of 
Virtue and Suppression of Vice, 
v^^ch has made A^ghan women 
prisoners in their own homes. 

In Saudi Arabia, Obaid says, 
the US underestimated the 
vlemas' dissatisfection when 
American troops stayed on. 

Thus, the bombers who 
struck at US perso nnel, fiir^ti n 



the capital, R^radh, and then in 
Dhahran, "did not originate 
externally, but derived their 
theological and strategic un- 
derpinnings from the main- 
stream Wahhabi sect". 

As resentment grew and 
Sheikh Salman al-Audah and 
Sheikh Safar al-Hawali de- 
manded the withdrawal of US 
troops, Saudi security forces 
found that their followers tried 
to prevent their arrest. 

According to a former inte- 
rior ministry official, Obaid 
says, the region's governor, 
Prince Faisal bin Bandar, went 
to Riyadh "to seek ... assistance 
from the special forces of the 

Ministry of Interior". US intel- 
ligence officers "should have 
recognised the signfficance ... 
that this ^extremist' group 
gained enormous popular sup- 
port through propaganda that 
directly targeted US, French 
and British troops". 

Obaid quotes a former senior 
Pakistani civil servant saying 
that in Atghamstan * the US pro- 
vided the weapons and the 
know-how, the Saudis provided 
the funds, and we provided the 
training camps ... for the Is- 
lamic Legions in the early 1980s 
and then for the Taliban." 

The Saudis and the US chose 
the Taliban, Obaid says, with the 
belief that they would be able to 
take over Af^anistan. 

But it was the Taliban's 
supreme commander who 
would later demand "a removal 
of all US troops from Saudi Ara- 
bia", Ominously, Obaid adds, 
"this is the same call made by 

Wahhabi fundamentalists in 
the Kngdom before the Riyadh 
and Dhahran bombings. And if 
Mr bin Laden actually was be- 
hind these attacks, there is 
even more reason to fear 
Taliban-inspired terrorism." 

Obaid goes on: "According to 
a high-ranking official in the 
[Saudi] ministry of justice. 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Jubier 
[current chairman of the Saudi 
Consultative Council], who has 
been called the 'exporter* of the 
Wahhabi creed in the Muslim 
worid, was a strong advocate of 
aiding the Taliban." 

The connection should have 
been clear to US operatives in 
the region, as it was known that 
the Taliban were largely com- 
posed of Afghan refugees from 
Pakistani theological schools, 
whose clerics "received their 
degrees from Saudi Arabia and 
taught a strict form of Wahhabi 
theology and law". 
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Interesse an Olvorkommen in der Region / Die Taliban vor Masar-i-Scharif / Von Christiane Hoffmann 



MOSKAU, 6. August. Im vergangenen 
Sommer hatten die radikal-islamischen 
Taliban sie schon einmal unter ihre Herr- 
schaft gebracht: die Stadt Masar-i-Scharif 
im Norden Afghanistans, die Hochburg 
der Nordallianz, die sich gegen die Taliban 
zusammengeschlossen hat. Verrat hatte 
die Eroberung moglich gemacht, aber sie 
war nicht von Dauer. Im September wur- 
den die paschtunischen Taliban wieder aus 
der Stadt vertrieben. In Afghanistan kur- 
siert das Geriicht, eine russische Spezial- 
einheit hatte damals die Initialziindung 
zur Vertreibung der Taliban ausgelost. 

Nun stehen die Taliban nach unter- 
schiedlichen Angaben wieder 50 bis 80 Ki- 
lometer vor Masar-i-Scharif. In den ver- 
gangenen Tagen eroberten sie - offenbar 
unter Einsatz von KampfTlugzeugen - eine 
Reihe wichtiger Orte in den umliegenden 
Provinzen. Das Vordringen der Taliban 
hat Moskau, das fast zehn Jahre nach dem 
Abzug seiner Streitkrafte aus Afghanistan 
noch immer und wieder verstarkt seine In- 
teressen in der Region vertritt, auf den 
Plan gerufen. Der stellvertretenden russi- 
sche AuBenminister Pastuchow und Gene- 
ralstabschef Kwaschnin hielten sich in die- 
ser Woche in Taschkent auf, um mit der 
usbekischen Fiihrung iiber die Lage im 
Norden Afghanistans zu beraten. In einer 
Erklarung forderten sie die Taliban auf, 
„unverzuglich ihre militarischen Handlun- 
gen einzustellen". Die Taliban versuchten, 
so die Erklarung, „mit Hilfe groB angeleg- 
ter Unterstiitzung von auBen das afghani- 
sche Problem mit Waffengewalt zu losen". 

Angesichts des Vormarschs der Taliban 
haben sich die rivalisierenden Fiihrer der 
Nordallianz enger zusammengeschlossen. 
Der tadschikische Militarfuhrer Massud 
wurde zum Oberbefehlshaber der Allianz 
emannt, der auch der ehemalige Prasident 
Rabbani und der usbekische General Do- 
stum angehoren. Die ethnisch und poli- 
tisch sehr unterschiedlichen Fiihrer der 
Nordallianz sind nur durch ihre Gegner- 
schaft zu den Taliban verbunden. Nach den 
Erfolgen der Taliban in jiingster Zeit, diirf- 
ten sie nun auf besser koordinierten Wider- 
stand stoBen. Dostum soil allerdings in den 
vergangenen Tagen versucht haben, in das 
benachbarte Usbekistan zu fliehen, wo ihm 
aber die Einreise verweigert worden sei. Die 
Taliban sind zu Verhandlungen nicht be- 
reit. Die nordhchen Provinzen Aghanistans 
wiirden „ausschlieBlich mit militarischen 
Mitteln befreit", sagte einer ihrer Vertreter 
nach Angaben der Agentur Itar-Tass am 
Donnerstag in Islamabad. Fiir die Taliban 
sei „nur die voUige Aufgabe des Wider- 
stands und die Auslieferung der Feinde in 
die Gefangenschaft" annehmbar. 

DaB es den Taliban gelingen konnte, 
das ganze Land zu erobem und dauerhaft 



unter ihrer Herrschaft zu halten, ist kaum 
denkbar, „Es ist unwahrscheinlich, daB 
aufgrund von militarischen Kampfhand- 
lungen je Frieden in Afghanistan gefunden 
werden kann", sagt der Schweizer Afgha- 
nistankenner Bucherer, der gerade zehn 
Wochen lang in dem Burgerkriegsland 
herumgereist ist. Zwar haben die radikal- 
islamischen Kampfer zwei Drittel des af- 
ghanischen Temtoriums unter ihre Herr- 
schaft gebracht. Aber nur etwa die Halfte 
der Einwohner lebt imter dem religiosen 
Regime der Taliban. Zudem ist die wirt- 
schafthche Situation der Menschen in den 
Gebieten der Nordallianz deutlich besser 
als in den anderen Landesteilen einschlieB- 
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lich der Hauptstadt Kabul. Gerade im 
Norden, wo die von Iran unterstiitzten af- 
ghanischen Schiiten stark sind, diirfte es 
den sunnitischen Taliban schwer fallen, 
sich dauerhaft zu etablieren. 

Die „groBangelegte Unterstiitzung" aus 
dem Ausland, von der in der Erklarung 
von Taschkent die Rede ist, erhalten die 
Taliban aus dem benachbarten Pakistan 
und aus Saudi- Arabien. Dahinter stehen 
nicht nur religiose, sondem im Falle Paki- 
stans vor allem handfeste wirtschaftliche 
Interessen. Es geht danim, iiber eine Stabi- 
lisierung der Herrschaft der Taliban unge- 
hinderten Zugang zum zentralasiatischen 
Markt und zu der rohstoffreichen Region 
des Kaspischen Meeres zu erlangen. Ange- 
sichts der angespannten Wirtschaftslage in 
Pakistan konnte es Islamabad aber in Zu- 
kunft schwerer fallen, die paschtunischen 
Kampfer zu unterstiitzen. Washington, das 
den Taliban anfangs positiv gegeniiberge- 
standen hatte, halt sich angesichts der dra- 
stischen Menschenrechtsverletzimgen der 
Islamisten nun zuriick, ja wirkt geradezu 
hilflos in dem von einer solchen Vielzahl 
auBerer und innerer Faktoren bestimmten 
Konflikt. Vermittlungsbemiihungen der 
Vereinten Nationen sind gescheitert. 



Auch der Nordallianz namlich wird von 
auBerem Kraften geholfen. DaB die Geg- 
ner der Taliban von RuBland und Iran mit 
WafTen und Logistik unterstiitzt werden, 
ist seit langem bekannt. Fiir Moskau bie- 
ten die Wirren in Afghanistan eine Mog- 
lichkeit, den eigenen EinfluB in der Region 
zu starken. Wie der Iran mochte auch 
RuBland moglichst weitgehend an der 
Ausbeutung der Ol- und Gasvorkonmien 
der Kaspischen Region beteiligt werden 
und das Feld nicht Washington iiberlas- 
sen. Auch gibt es in Moskau Krafte, die 
die alte Vormachtstellung RuBlands in 
Zentralasien nicht aufgeben mochten. 

Die an Afghanistan grenzenden ehema- 
ligen Sowjetrepubliken Usbekistan, Ta- 
dschikistan und auch Turkmenistan sehen 
sich durch das Vordringen der Taliban 
von islamistischem EinfluB, Fliichtlings- 
stromen und allgemeiner Unsicherheit be- 
droht und lehnen sich verstarkt an Mos- 
kau an. Usbekistan hat die angestrebte 
VorreiterroUe unter den ehemaligen So- 
wjetrepubliken Zentralasiens nicht ausfiil- 
len konnen. Die wirtschaftliche Entwick- 
lung und vor allem die Reformen blieben 
weit hinter den Erwartungen nach dem 
Ende der Sowjetunion zuriick. Das Regi- 
me Prasident Karimows geht in jiingster 
Zeit drastisch gegen islamische Krafte vor. 

Im Nachbarland Tadschikistan sind als 
einzigem Nachfolgestaat der Sowjetunion 
religios ausgerichtete Krafte an der Regie- 
rung beteiligt. Auf Dnick aus Moskau und 
Teheran hatte das altkommunistische Re- 
gime unter Prasident Rachmonow im ver- 
gangenen Jahr einer Regierungsbeteili- 
gung der „Islamischen Wiedergeburt" zu- 
gestimmt. Man hoffte, auf diese Weise das 
Land, das noch immer unter den Auswir- 
kungen des Biirgerkriegs vor fiinf Jahren 
leidet, zu befrieden und einer Radikalisie- 
rung der Opposition entgegenzuwirken. 
Damit sollte Tadschikistan auch weniger 
anfallig gegen aus dem Siiden drohende 
Instabilitat und Islamismus werden. Der 
tadschikische FriedensprozeB wird aber 
immer wieder durch bewaffnete Auseinan- 
dersetzungen gefahrdet. 

SchheBlich vertritt RuBland auch seine 
Sicherheitsinteressen. Die hochgebirgige 
tadschikisch-afghanische Grenze wird 
noch immer mit Hilfe russischer Grenzsol- 
daten bewacht. Haufig kommt es zu Zwi- 
schenfallen mit Toten und Verletzten, vor 
allem mit bewaffneten Rauschgift- 
schmugglem. In Moskau gab am Don- 
nerstag der Leiter der russischen Grenz- 
truppen, Bordjusch, bekannt, man sei fiir 
den Fall vorbereitet, daB die Taliban an 
die Grenze vordringen und Fliichtlinge in 
groBer Zahl uber die Grenze kommen soil- 
ten. Man habe ja noch die Plane vom ver- 
gangenen Jahr. 
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Iran Vows Revenge for Slayings 



By Mehrdad Balai 

ACr.NCl- PRANCK PRRSSK 

TEHRAN, Iran — Former Iranian 
president Akbar Hasiiemi Rafsanjani 
vowed Friday to exact revenge for the 
murder of nine diplomats by the Tal- 
iban mih'tia in Afghanistan as tens of 
thousands of elite Iranian troops re- 
ttrained on the bortfer. 

"I promise that we will take revenge 
for the martyrdom of your children. 
You will see that we will take action in 
timer Ry^nlaiii laid, ckttehiwg an 
AK-47 machine gun as he spoke at 
weekly prayers at Tehran University. 

But the cleric, who remains an influ- 
ential figure in the regime, said Iran 
would not make any "rash decisions" 
even as the nation's elite Revolutionary 
Guards prepared for a new round of 
military exercises on the border in east- 
ern Iran, where at least 70,000 troops 
are already stationed. 

The Guards warned they would re- 
sort to force against the Taliban if it 
failed to meet Iranian demands over 
the diplomats, vilifying the militia as 
"traitors whose hands are tainted with 
the blood of our children." 

Current President Mohammad 
Khatami also attacked the Taliban and 
said wotfkfseek justice for the slain 
diplomats. 

"Iran with a firm will will pursue this 
human and political catastrophe on a 
national and ittfernational level," 
Khatami said. 

"The death of our innocent repre- 
sentatives is the outcome of Taliban s 
tendency for violence, savagery and ig- 
norance," he added, quoted by the offi- 
cial Iranian news agency IRNA. 

He also described the Sunni Muslim 
Taliban as a "rigid-minded, irrational 
and adventurist" movement, "which 
has made the oppressed people of 
Afghanistan a victim of its ethnic 
cleansing." 

Independent sources said Friday 
that Iranian military aircraft had landed 
within range of advancing Taliban 
forces at the airport in Bamiyan city, the 
last stronghold of tlie pro-Iranian Shiite 
community. 

Observers said the aircraft could be 
used to evacuate Iranian consulate staff 
and leaders of the Shiite party. 

But a spokesman for the Hezb-i- 
Wahdat faction said no Iranian aircraft 
had landed and that Taliban forces were 
30 kilometers north of the city and not 
within striking distance of the airport. 

The Taliban had appealed to the 
United Nations Thursday to halt Ira- 
nian "interference" in Afghanistan, in- 
cluding the supply of arms to pro-Ira- 




Iranians at Friday prayc^ mdurn nhe tlifMi^tiiHitfll^'Ail^ia^^ 



nian factions through Bamiyan airport. 

The crisis between Shiite Muslim 
Iran and the rival Sunni Moslem Tal- 
iban took a ilangerous turn after the 
militia said Thursday it had found the 
bodies of nine Iranian diplomats near 
Mazar-i-Sharif in northern Afghanistan. 

The Iranian foreign ministry said 
Friday that two diplomats had managed 
to escape after the Taliban s raid on the 
Iranian consulate in Mazar-i-Sharif, al- 
though €»ie €rf them was injured. 

Several hundred Iranians staged a 
protest against the killings after the Fri- 
day prayers, while the country's radio 
and television stations played sombre 
music ahead of three days of mourning 
ordered by supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei. 

Tehran said it holds thfe Taliban and 
Pakistan, one of the few states to recog- 
nize the militia, responsible for the "ab- 



horrent" murders. 

Pakistan condemned the killing but 
dismissed Tehran's accusation that it 
was responsible and demanded the ar- 
rest and punishment of the killers. • 

The UN Security Council also con- 
demned the killings and called for an 
urgent investigation, but also urged 
"maximum restraint" by all parties. 

Iran is demanding that the Taliban 
arrest the killers and bring them to jus- 
tice and also wants the retuiti of the 
diplomats' bodies and the release of 
dozens of other Iranians held by the 
militia. 

"Mercenaries in the TaHban group 
and the Pakistani army who are respon- 
sible for this inhumane crime must im- 
mediately and without wasting time re- 
spond to the demand made by ow-fov- 
ernment," the Revolutionary Guards 
said. 
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Exports of Afghan-design 
carpets touch all time high mark 



KARACHI (NNI): The exports of 
Afghan-design handmade carpets from 
Pakistan have touched all time high 
mark of Rs 3 billion in the 1 1 months 
of 1997-98. 

In 1996-97 the exports of Afghan- 
style carpets, Known as "Peshawar 
Collection" was in the range of 2.25 
billion rupees, which posts an increase 
of 750 million during this financial 
year because of increasing demand of 
this variety all over thee world, says a 
research report of Wool & Carpet Re- 
view magazine. • ■'■ 

Seeing Increasing demand of Af*. 
ghan-style carpets almost all the major 
manufacturers-tumed-exporters have 
started manufecwring these carpets in 
Pakistan. . . >•- : = ■ 

Previously they were totally depend- 
ent on the Afghanis manufacturers as 
far as the export of "Peshawar Collec- 
tion*' was concerned. 

Now Afghan carpets expbits com- 
prise 30 per cent of the total exports of 
carpets from Pakistan of which 20 per 
cent are being knitted in Pakistan by 
the major manufacturers. The world 
wide Pakistani-made Afghan carpets 
include Peshawari, Karghahi, Kiiakh, 
Harez» Scrapl. Hitchlu, Turkoman, 



Sehra, Beshiri. Feelpa, Khal, 
Mohammadi, Bluchi and Kfkazi. 

TTiese carpets are being demanded 
by American and European importers • 
In large quantities because of their 
charming and new-look modified de- 
signs which reflect the historical 
scenes, tribal looks and appear a to- 
tally new product. 

Afghan carpets had not been un- 
known to Western consumers. The 
reason whey there is such an increased 
demand for Afghan carpets is that these 
are not traditional Afghan goods. They 
are new products developed by the 
mutual combination of western im- . 
porters and Pakistani manufacturers in 
response to the current fashion trend In . 
.theJWest..-,' u - - i - 

rtt nThe latesDcraze In the West is forthe v 
tribal look, with a difference. The tra- 
ditional Afghan goods lack variety in ' 
design and colour. However, this vari- 
ety being knitted in Pakistan use ex- 
otic fashion colours, matching the lat- 
est trends in the internal decor in the 
western countries. There has been lot 
of innovation in designs, pattern and 
• colour that suits to consumers taiste. • 

What is unique about the new car- 
pets is that they subtly blend the essen- 



2 . 6 milhon Afghans 
are still refugees 



GENEVA: Some 2.6 million Afghans 
remain refugees in Pakistan and Iran 
where they urgently need humanitar- 
ian aid, the United Nations High 
Commisisioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said Tuesday.- 

It is the 18th consecutive year 
that Afghaiustan has been the coun- 
try with the largest number of 
refugees, ; UNHCR • chief Sadako 
Ogata said, as she ' launched an ap- 
peal for more funds to help repatri- 
ate Afghans living abroad. 

An estimated 1.2 million Afghans 
remain in Pakistan, and 1 .4 million in" 
Iran, according to the UNHCR, with 
hundreds of thousands in former So- 
viet repubhcs. The high levels exist 
despite the return of four million 
people since the conflict began in 
1979, **a record for any refugee 



group since World War 11,** Ogata 
said. . 

Of that four million, 2.7 million 
returned from Pakistan and 1.3 mil- 
lion from Iran. However the flow of 
returning refugees has dropped in re- 
cent years. The UNHCR needs 21 
million dollars for 1998 to improve 
the infrastructure in the regions 
where the refugees could return, but 
has received only 4.5 million dollars 
from donor countries. . 

There are many adult refugees 
who have never set eyes on their 
home villages, * said Jacques 
Mouchet, UNHCR representative in 
Pakistan. The UNHCR fears entire 
communities will be unable to return 
if the older members who know how 
to farm the inhospitable Hindu Kush 
region die off.— .^JT 
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tial tribal look with design and colours 
now in fashion in the west. Their prices 
varv over a wide range to suit the 
packet of buyers belonging to differ- 
ent groups of income. . ;* 

.With the diversification of local de» 
signs to Afghan-style, it is believed 
that the overall exports of Pakistani 
carpets in 1998-99 will be far bisttcr 
than the current financial year. 

The Afghan refugees, who set up 
their camps In Peshawar, Hazara, 
Attock and Swabi, in the wake of 
Soviet invasion, started looking for 
livelihood. Some of these refugees 
started knitting carpets in their camps 
and marketed them in Pakistan. Th^ir 
subtly knitted carpets attracted Paki- 
stani as well as European and Ameri- 
. can businessmen and they placed huge 
orders. This trend promoted Afghan 
carpets exports from Pakistan during 
the past six to seven years. Most of the 
Afghan refugees have settled perma- 
nently in Pakistan and busy manufac- 
turing carpets for local manufacturers. 
' Meanwhile. Pakistani manufacturers 
have trained their own workforce to pro- 
duce new-look carpets having amalgam of 
Afghan-Pakistan designs, culture, colour 
and fashion, says doe rep^ 

Taliban punish^ ^ 
31 for violating 
clothing rules 

KABUL: Taliban inspection 
squads have meted out on-the- 
spot beatings to 31 men vioMing 
beard and clothing rules in the 
Afghan capital, state radio said 
Thursday. 

Radio Shaiiat said mobile pa- 
trols, from the ministry for the 
fostering of virtue and preven- 
tion of vice, detained 22 men for 
*un-Islanuc'* appearance, and a 
further nine whose beards had 
been trimmed;^ V 

Punishment from the anti-vice 
patrols, which cruise the city ni 
four wheel drive pick-ups packed 
with T^ban sol(iers, usually en- 
tails a quick beating with a rub- 
ber hose or leather strap. — 
AFP/APP 
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Foreigners to 
get visit visa for 
•Afghanistan 

From Our CorrcRpondtnt 
• PESHAWAR - The Ulamio Mova= 
. ment of Afghanint&n, taoitablinh \x% 
Influence ovur the Western world, has 
^Announced Usuanoe of vUa poliQiei 
ftnd diselared that (hey would not allow 
th0 fofeigners to iti eontrdlled Areas 
without &09HeMlng visa of \x% dipli^ 
matii and other f^prexentatlvei. 

A local Pushto dally through a ro- 
- port from Kabul on Sunday states that 
for Issuance of visas the diplomat^ of 
Afghanistan Islamic emirate in Paki- 
.Stan. Saudi Arabia and United Arab 
.Emirates are performing their duties." 
•Similarly, It announced to open repre- 
:seniativc offices in New York and 
•Bonn, Germany. Only three countries 
:of the world including Pakistan, Saudi 
•Arabia and United Arab Emirates have 
•recognised Talibaafl government 
: The Afghan government declared 
ithat it would not allow those foreign-. 
:crs in its controlled areas who get visas 
•from the diplomats, associated with 
deposed Prof. Rabbani government or' 
'associated with others who- arc still 
fighting against Talibaan. All the for- 
"eigners who intend to. visit Afghani- 
stan must get visas from the represent- 
atives of Talibaan goycroment. it in- 
formed. . ! 

Similarly, the Afghan government 
had made visas compulsory for all the., 
foreigners for visiting Afghanistan. 
Those who lack visa and other proper 
documents would get punishment ac- 
cording lo Afghanistan laws. 
. It may be mentioned here that in 
previous May jjohsc Pakistani jdumal^ 
rists without taking visas had visited 
fKhost area of Afghanistan wheire they 
attended a Press conference of Arab 
ibillioniare Osama Bin Ladan. The said 
-Press conference resulted severe prob- 
ilems for the Pakistan-based Afghan 
siiplomats.. • ' 

! First the Afghan Foreigii Ministry^ 
Kabul asked its diplomats that why 
they issued visas to a large number of 
Pakistani journalists without taking a . 
pennission but later they became sur- 
prised that without getting visas such 
journalists were let by the Pakistani, 
authorities for entering into Afghani- 
stan. However, the journalists were 
-helped and. sponsored by the secret 
agency dealing the affairs of Afghai^- 
istan of visiting Khost and holding a 
.meeting with Osama Bin Ladan: in 
:this connection, the Afghan governr 
-ment had reportedly lodged a coin-, 
plaint with the Pakistani authorities. 
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Taliban order 
throwing out of TVs, 
videos^ dish-antennae 

KABUL: Residents of war-torn 
Afghanistan have been ordered 
to throw out their televisions, 
videos and satellite dishes in a 
fresh crackdown by religious po- 
hce, Taliban radio declared 
Wednesday. 

Citing a militia assertion that 
"film and music leads to moral 
corruption^!' Radio Shariat said 
residents have just two weeks to 
comply with the order to turf 
out the un-Islamic items.- 

It said the order had been is- 
sued by the militia's powerful 
ministry for the fostering of 
virtue and suppression of vice, 
who will set about destroying 
captured televisions when the 
two-week amnesty ends. . 

: Hundreds of residents in 
Kabul — which the Taliban cap- 
tured nearly, two years ago — 
still secretly watch television 
through makeshift . satellite 
dishes made from .bicycle 
wheels, electrical fans or copper 
cooking pots. , . 

Hindi musicals on video tape 
are also a popular diversion from 
the militia's puritanical Islamic 
state and are exchanged between 
trusted neighbours. However the 
Taliban's tight rulings over the 
possession of a television do hot 
appear to extend to himdreds of 
traders here, who fly in. thou-, 
sands of sets every month from 
the Gulf states and. sniuggle 
them to Pakistan.— AP 



3 murderers publicly 
executed in Kabul 

KABUL: Pleas for forgiveness 
were ignored Friday when three 
convicted murderers were exe- 
cuted in a football field in the 
Afghan capital by family members 
of the men they killed. . 

Before the three men, Mo- 
hammed Zabair, Ismaray and Mo- 
hammed Hashim, were shot they, 
begged for mercy. Their, wives and 
children also pleaded with the 
family members of their victiins to 
spare their lives, ■ .■ , 

ASaudi Arabian diplomat, who 
attended the execution^ offered to 
pay dfo 6>500 to the .victims' fam- 
ilies,' but tiiey declined. 

The three riien were. shot to' 
death. Th^ had been found guilty 
otamtiuBhing and^ three 
men one year earlier hear Ghor- 
band, some 60 kilometres north 
of the city. .... ... V ..• .... 

; The Taliban religious, army 
. conducts public punishments al- 
most every week.— AP . 



Taliban teams testin 



prayers 






Muslims 



KABUL: Teams of Taliban fighters 
took to the streets of the . Afghan cap- 
ital Wednesday making sure its war-.- 
weary residents knew how to say - ^ 
their prayers, an AFP reporter saw. - • 

Puritanical Muslim fighters armed • 
with rubber hoses and leather straps • 
sealed off a m^or road intersection . 
checking the accuracy of Quranic 
recitation as well as making routine 
inspections of beards that all men are 
required to sport ■ : . - - 

One passing cyclist was seen • 
being dealt a blow for failing to read 
a passage from the Quran, a failure 
likely to be widespread in a country t 
where . only 30 per cent of the popu- 
lation are literate. .< : : • 

The afternoon- blockade forced 
hundreds of cars, cyclists and pedes- 
trians to make a four.kilomietrede- . 
.4our around'KabulIs»pot!holed^hdck 
streets to avoid the xeligious inspec- 
tion/Inspectors said they, were un- 
willing to ahriouiice how many 
passers, by. had been punishe,di but 
the figure is likely to be high giverr 



the scale of the operation. 

Residents said the prayer testing 
' drive has also been in force in other 
'parts of the city since the initiative of 
Taliban chief Mullah Mohammad 
Omar was announced on national 
radio nearfy two weeks ago. Althou^ 
the. announcement ordered teams 
from the ministry for the . fostering of 
virtue and suppression of vice to test 
• .people's knowledge of Quranic 
p^^ers, examiners were told to "re- 
frain froiti disgracing and subjecting 
people to huniiliation."' ; 
' Ih tSe past .week religious police 
teams operating in the once-liberal^ 
. Kabul hiave stepped up punishment 
of men with 'ihad^uate be^u^ 
■ keepers trading duriiig prayer time* 
and residents sporting westem.cloth- 
, - ing or stylish haircuts. ; ^ ? ' »" 

•two years ^0 and hold aroun^lTBvo 
\thirds of. the country Islamic 
militia of religious students claim 
they have the wdrid*s purest Islamic 
state.--AFP>; • . - r-. . 



tx-minister oj 
Afghanistan 
assassinated 

From A.MANULLAH 

QUETTA - Afghanistan's for- 
mer defence rrinisier of 
Najibullah regime Nazcr 
Muhammad was shot dead by 
unknown assailants here 
Thursdao'. 

According to details Nazcr 
Muhammad was sitting in a shop 
in Satellite Town when unidenti- 
fied armed men opened fire 
killin? him on the spot. 

The son of lacc Afghanistan 
defence minister Musa Khan said 
that the cause behind the killing 
is political one. 

The Saddar police station has 
registered an FIR against two of- 
ficials of Afghan consulate and 
incharge of Taliban at Quetta on 
the report of Maulvi Mohsin 
teacher at Salfiya madarassa. 

The police sources, while con- 
firming registration of FIR.i said 
that MauWi MohsiOr who had: 
been kidnapped by the= armed 
men of Taliban on June 3 and lat- 
er released him on July 4, had 
nominated Abdullah Hammad 
and HaiT^tdullah diplonnats at 
Afghan consulate and Maulvi 
Qudrstullah incharge of Taliban 
at Quetta for kidnapping. 
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laliban capture 
Qaiset district 
in 





ISLAMABAD: Afehanistan's Taliban 
Islanuc militia nave latched in^oir 
riew offehsives against Uzbek war- 
lord General Abdul Rashid Dostam 




opposition front lines and captured 
Qaiser district after fierce fighting 
which started late Fttday. 
- There was no independent con- 

' -t^ "" • / ^f'^Z^K/^i^'^XirY. firjnation of the report, which said 

^ .V. V\u : the figh^g continued on Saturday 

^^^A^^i;^^ '^^ t^A 'H^tary^ftiH^ :. aiourS & 25 kflomefers north- 

S^^^'^tV^^^^^^ the provincial capital 

■ ;the %.bl;^;cand ^shrapnel was . ab- f ; was neither daiuagenot- casualties: ' Maimaiia, 
'fr8orbedf" €5ct)laii\ed T^ih^ The agency said 16 Dostam 

Taliban soldiers had 

ofciiective was to ad- 
vance towards Maimana. 

Dostam*s faction is part of an op- 

r,*..^. ,.^.,^t'^j^^K. iwiuuncv.musiim.-jtawDan P^^sition alliance-which includes for- 

?aatea^t«ntiii>ia;^bmlding and &eti6h"'|i. Kaive"^^^ to iaMddge'Jteodd'^ ? '^^^ Afghan president Burhainuddm 
:fil^al#ge:patch5bfschlb RabbaiU and some 

to the runway. The Danish air crew city since thev rolled into the shat- amancg hold several north- 

of the.plane bound for Islamabad tered capital nearly two- years firi?"^^^ 
said falling red;hot.shra^^^^^^^^ V - ^ Jol^l^o^^^^ 



Taliban gain more ground 
m northern Afghanistan 



KABUL (AFP) - Taliban forces 
have secured a major foothold in 
northern Afghanistan in a fresh bid 
to extend their hardline Islamic 
rule over opposition territory, inde- 
pendent sources said Monday. 

Following a blistering attack 
nnd the exploitation of differences 
in the ranks of the rival coalition, 
Taliban troops have taken control 
o!" most of the northwestern 
province of Faryab. 

Western aid workers said the 
Taliban had met little resistance in 
taking the Faryab*s provincial cap- 
ital Maimana on Sunday. 

'The Taliban entered Maimana 
without much of a fight and contin- 
ued their advance straight away," 
an independent source in the area 
icld AFP. 

A Taliban official confirmed the 
militia had advanced 30 kilometers 
(IS miles) north of Maimana, 
therefore capturing the bulk of the 
province from opposition warlord 
Abdul Rashid Dostam, a former 
communist ethnic Uzbek and key 
ally in the anti-Taliban alliance. 

Speaking by satellite telephone, 
spc^kcsman Mullah Abdul Hai said 
resistance was still being met in- 



side Faryab and revealed the mili- 
tia had yet to take control of 
Andkhoi, an important market 
town in the north of the province, 
close to the border with 
Turkmenistan. 

Military analysts here have de- 
scibed the gains made in just three 
days of fighting as highly strategic, 
with the Taliban securing the use 
of an airstrip in Maimana that 
could prove critical in aiding fur- 
ther advances. 

Only 40 kilometers (25 miles) 
from their current position is 
Dostam 's key base at Shiberghan. 
and a further 100 kilometers (60 
miles) east is Mazar-i-Sharif, the 
prize of the north and the only 
Afghan city outside Taliban hands. 

The city is controlled by a spec- 
trum of anti-Taliban factions, who 
have in the past year fought dozens 
of bitter and heavy clashes in the 
city. However it was reported to be 
generally calm early Monday. 

Another western source, who 
requested not to be identified, said 
the Taliban's rapid advance was set 
about by the defection of several 
powerful Dostam loyalists to the 
Islamic militia*s ranks. 



Taliban edicts draw 
condemnation from EU 

T^S 'ftcr to Afghanistan's being- housed together , actually 
Tahban. rulers .expUinjng why . presents .a security risk by raakinc 
they, cannot work ef fecti vcly un- them easy tareeus ■ ^ 



derxhe hard-liiie /eii'gious govern- 
ment's : growing list of edicU, 
sources said. 

The draft, still in its early 
stages, was to be sent to Taliban 
authorities before.a Sunday dead- 
line requiring aid workers to be- 
gin moving into abandoned uni- 
versity dormitories on the ou|~ 
skirts of Kabul, t)ie sources said 
on condition of anonymity. • 

TWenty-one organizations were 
working on the draft, but it wasn't . 
known if all would approve it. 
Groups that work in Afghanistan 
include Oxfam; Doctors Without 
Borders and Care lnlematipnal. 
V Aid groups hav^ protested the 
relocation order and soime* have 
threatened to leave the capital. 



U.N. agencies are not subject 
to the relocation order, but the 
chief U,N. envoy to the country, 
Lakhdar Brahimi, said Tuesday 
that the United Nations was com- 
ing* under increasing pressure 
from donors to withdraw its 60 in- 
ternational . workers from the. 
country. ; > . • '■ ■^ • 

* Despite strained relations, U.N. 
and Taliban officials began talks 
this week on. implementing some 
aspects of a May agreement on 
; humanitarian aid. ^ 

*'Thcrc. has been no major 
change, but- there has been 
progress in that the Taliban has 
learned ^that thfey have to come jco 
terms, with the international corh- 
munity/'. Alfredo Wfechi-Cestari, 



Kabul. . The : Eurppean ^ Uniort;. j^thc U^N, coordit)atbr for humanr- 
Afghanistan*s largest dp .ilstriah aid to Afghanistan^ s^id.ih 



nel^ money through ' the aid 
groups and has warned. Taliban 
authorities against enforcing the 
edict. - . • ■ .. - • . 

The former seminarians have 
imposed a harsh version of 
Islamic rule in the 85 percent of 
the country; they control. The 
edicts bar girls from schools and; 
kpep^women from the workplace. 
Men are beaten if they shave or 
refuse to wear a head covering. ■ 
the Taliban have said it wanted 



an iritervieW here. 

• The Taliban's; U.S. representa- 
tive, NooruUah Zadran, said the 
Taliban wais also growing impa- 
tient with the United Nations over 
a crop substitution program to re- 
duce poppy production in the 
country. ' ' 

V Of a dlrs . l6 million -U.N. bud- 
get, only dlrs 1 .8 was designated 
for a program near Jalalabad and 
dlrs 3.8 for one near-Helman. Tlic 
remaining dlrs 11 v/ent for admin- 



"Oncc they had broken the main 
frontlinef by striking a deal, there 
was nothing to stop them taking 
the rest of the province," the source 
explained. 

Taliban-run Radio Shariat said 
the advancing militia had captured' 
100 tanks, 800 prisoners and thou- 
sands of light and heavy weapons 
in their sweeping advance. 

However, Taliban officials were 
tight-lipped over the militia's 
plans, and said the student move- 
ment was busy consolidating their 
positions, with battle- veteran and 
interior minister Mullah Khairullah 
..Khah'khwa heading the operation. 

"T&& next move depends on the 
leadership, and of course its suc- 
cess depends on God the 
almighty," deputy information 
minister Mawlawi Abdurrahman 
Hotaki said. 

In May. last year the Taliban en- 
tered Mazar-i -Sharif following a 
shon-.lived defection by a Dostam 
rival from Faryab. General Abdul 
Malik, but when the deal broke 
down .the militia were beaten out 
and suffered heavy losses. 

Their second attempt to grab the 
city last September also failed. 



UNSC lirges end 
to arms supply to 
*«,i^f8h|n4y|ls 

i UNTIED NATIONSr ihe UN Secu- 
nty Ck)unca condemned 'I\iesday 
the military aid provided by for- 
eign countries to the ruling .1^- 
iban. in Afghanistan and tq the 

>?h^ alliance fighting it . . ^ . . 

adopted unaibmoixsly, the 1& Se- 
curity Cotmcil members asked 
neighboring countries to termi- 
nate their support "immediately.'* 
"The Security' Council de- 
pores the fiaa that.militaiy sup- 
port, induding'the supplies of: 
anns^and other related (materi- 
als), from* outsid^'Afghahistan to 
the. warring factions continues 
unabated'* despite repeated' ap- 
peals from :the United Nations, ! 
the declaration savs.:* 

"It reiterates its call to all states, in 

particular those in the region, to 

cease, such interference immedi- 
ately."..,, . , . , • 

. The specific coujitries targeted 
by the statement were not named, 
but Pakistan is considered to be the 
main-supporter of the TWiban, the 
religious militia that controls two- 
thirds of the country. 

The Taliban . accuse Iran and 
Uzbekistan of providing military and 
financial aid to the noithem alliance. 

Tiie UN special envoy to the re- 
gion, Lakhdar Brahimi, »briefed the 
council on the latest developments in 
Afghanistanj..whereJn.receDt.ciUvs 
cthftt^Iialiban :has beeiucoziductixig.a.' 
big military offensive in. the. north- 
east of the country.— AFP 
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to relocate the aid workers, to the - JstratiVe costs, he said; 



UN, ICRC emergency Afghan 
earthquake operation ends 



Taliban Islamise 
^ constitution 

KARUL (AFP) . The purist 
Muslim Taliban declared Sunday 
the deletion of all secular terms 
trom Afghanistan constitution 
and applicable laws to bring their 
administration fully in line with 
islamic law. 

"After a full assessment, the 
council endorsed articles which 
were in conformity with Islamic 
Shariat (law), and amended and 
dropped other articles which were 
agninst the Shariat," Taliban radio 
Shariat announced. 

li said Afghanistan's constitu- 
tion had been changed to be based 
on islamic law, but did not speci- 
fy which of the country's variety 
of past secular constitutions the 
latest emerged from. 

"All the laws and regulations 
applicable in the ministries, inde- 
pendent departments and organs 
were revised and repaired," the 
report said. 

■'All the non-Sharia and secular 
items were dropped as per an or- 
der of His Eminence (Taliban 
leader) Amir-ul-Momcnin/ it 

added. 

A large team of senior reli- 
gious scholars, ordered by Taliban 
chief Mullah Mohammad Omar, 
toiled for two weeks on the task, 
the station reported. 

They concluded thcir'council 
Saturday with a suspension of 
Afghanistan's civil code, due to 
"reservations in view of- the 
Sharia," and replaced it with a 
Sunni Muslim book. 

Officials here said the new le- 
gal statutes, civil code and consti- 
tution were as yet not publicly 
available as they had yet lo re- 
ceive the final stamp of approval ; 
from the reclusive Omar. 

Last year Omar declared him- 
self Amir of the dusty war-iom 
and land locked state, now called 
an Emirate. 

Meanwhile the militia's offi- 
cial paper - called Shariat weekly 
- slammed other Muslim coun- 
iridS for having secular consituii- 
;ions. 

"The identity and reality of the 
political systems and govcrn- 
mcnls arc judged by the laws rul- 
ing them," Shariat said in a front- 
page editorial. 



ISLAMABAD (APP)-Thc United 
Nations and the International Com- 
mittee for the Red Cross have com- 
pleted their emergency operation 
in response lo the May 30 earth- 
quake in Northeastern Afghani- 
stan. 

International agencies, coordinated 
by the UN, have now begun a rehabili- - 
taiion phase aimed at providing enough * 
housing assistance so that the 167,000 
canhquake victims can secure shelter • • 
before winter arrives. 

However, at least 30 villages on the 
mere heavily damaged east side of the 
earthquake zone in Badakshan Prov- 
ince are inaccessible by road, and the 
US estimates that at least S 1 million is 
needed to help them to survive the 
winter. 

Tne earthquake, which measured 6.9 
on the Richtcr scale and was the sec- 
ond to hit the area this year, killed 
some 4,000 people, destroyed 
17.000 houses and affected 127 
villages. 

Over the past six weeks, the UN and 
ICRC delivered 1.500 metric tons of 



food aid-mostly provided by the UN 
World Food Programme, enough to 
last family for one month. They also 
distributed- 17.000 tents and tar- 
paulins and 76.000 blankets, as wcH 
as cooking and washing imple- 
ments, soaps, used clothes and plas- 
tic sheeting. 

A dozen helicopters, several cargo 
planes, 2,000 donkeys and several lo- 
cally-hired trucks distributed aid which 
was flown or trucked from Tajikistan 
and Pakistan. 

Several dozen injured people were 
evacuated to hofipitaLs in Faizabad 
and Rustaq in the early days of the 
operation. Non-government or- 
ganisations have also offered help 
to the affected population to avert 
disease. 

UN emergency operation leader 
ElianaDuthof t said that while not every 
family has been reached, the major 
emergency needs of the population 
have been met. 

She expressed concern, however, 
that the international agencies which 
vidll assist the population in rebuild- 



ing do not have the resources or 
logistical needs to reach the 30 more 
isolated villages in the mountain- 
ous Shar-I-Bu7.urg district of 
Badakshan. 

UN officials are concerned that if a 
major part of the population fails to get 
adequate aid, villagers could leave the 
area en masse, and tensions could build 
in the mountainous region, under nomi- 
nal control of the opposition Northcin 
Alliance. 

The UN spent $ 2.6 million on the 
emergency operation — half the funds 
remained from the February earth- 
quake and half were voluntary dona- 
lions pledged immediately after the 
May episode. 

A $ 6.8 million emergency appeal 
launched in June, however, failed to 
elicit any response. 

The World Food Programme is in 
the process of positioning 2,500 
metric tons of wheat in order to 
help 10,000 families rebuild homes , 
through food-for-work — mostly on 
the. western side of the earthquake 
zone. 



God and UN to aid 
Afghanistaii, say Taliban 

UN accedes to women's 'gradual access' to health, education 



KABUL: Afghanistan's Taliban on 
Wednesday tried to calm fears of an 
aid shortage in the Afghan capital fol- 
lou-ing its closure of foreign oid mis- 
sions, promising that God and the 
United Nations will provide. 

in a special armouncement» state- 
run Radio Shariat told Kabul's war- 
weary residents that the Muslim mili- 
tia er\joyed full United Nations 
support despite its expulsion of non- 
governmental aid groups. 

"Firstly, God the Almighty is our 
absolute provider and He is the only 
solution for all problems," the an- 
nouncement declared. "God is with- 
us in this ordeal. "Secondly,, the 
biggest source of relief to the needy 
is the United Nations and they are 
in full understanding with the Is- 
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan," it 
noted. 

The announcement said the UN's 
^ humanitarian agencies will "^offer im- 
' me<^ate coope'ratioh irffilliii^ the vac- 
uum created by the puilout of some 
institutions'* including taking over 
food distribution to widows and the 
disabled. 

• On Wednesday the UN announced 
that it intends to renmin in Kabul, but 
sources in New York said there may 
be some reduction in its presence in 
Kabul "out of solidarity", with the 
other relief agencies. ■ ' 

Around 20 NGOs were forced out 
of Kabul on Monday and Tuesday 



after they defied an order to relocate 
residences and offices to Kabid's iso- 
lated and dilapidated polyteclmic in- 
stitute. On Monday militia patrols 

. raided aid offices, expelling several 
aid workers and sealing offices. 

Groups* closed down include Ac- 
tion Against Hunger, Medecins Sans 
Frontieres, Save &ie Children, Care, 
Medicins du Monde and Solidarites. 
Many are regular vocal critics of the 
past two years of Taliban rule in 
Kabul, including the militia's ban on 
work and education for women and 
restrictions on women's access to hu- 
manitarian aid. • 

In two weeks the number of expa- 
triates in. Kabul has fallen from more 
than 200 to around 45. Fbur more 
aid workers qiiit the capital early 
Wednesday. Radio Shariat also said 
the militia intended to continue at- 
tempting to relocate remaining fpr- 
eigr^ offices to the polytechnic, which 

^ has ho watef,' electricity or windo^. r 
"Wef are committed 'to'fulfil this task ■ 
and we will make no exceptions for 
anybody;" it asserted. 

It .said the UN had.first to fulfil a 
promise to shift its offices from P^- 
istan to Kabul and had therefore been 
^eit "extra time." However the re- 
port imade no mention of the Red 
Cijoss. , 

^ ^l'h\ May the UN made a deal with 

' me T^ban, which several aid agen- 
cies say opened the door for the ex- 



pulsion of foreign NGOs. In the mem- 
orandum of understanding, the world 
body accepted the principle of relo- 
cation, militia vetting of local staff, 
and in. a controversial clause agreed 
that female access to health and edu- 
cation will "need to be gradual." 

Expelled groups have urged the 
UN now to adopt a strong and princi- 
pled approach in all dealings with the 
militia. Diplomatic sources say all 
eyes will be oh how the world body 
conducts itself with the militia and. 
how it attempts to clean up an image 
of inconsistency. 

With^ the exception of mine clear- 
^ance and urban rehabilitation pro- 
grammes, aid experts say the UN has 
seldom proved an effective imple- 
menting body. Also unclear is how 
much in donor funds will be available . 
following the. European Commis- 
sion's decision to su^nd funding for 
■ projects in Kabul. 

, R^idio^ Shariat also broadcast a 
'speech' by Taliban nuinber-t^vb'Mullah., 
Mohammad Rabbanij accusing 'cer- 
tain circles" of trying to popularise 
Christianity in Af^anistan. ^The ene- 
mies of Islam are treacherously trying 
to set Muslims against each o^er diid 
to manipulate their confrontation in 
their own interests,* Rabbani was 
quoted as saying. TTie speech con- 
cluded that anti-MuisKm efforts were 
now "doomed to failure. It did not 
elaboiate.— AFP 



Babar backs Taliban 



No compromise staiice^against NGOs 



over NGOs: Taliban 



KABUL (AFP) . A senior 
Taliban official on Saturday said 
foreign aid groups expelled from 
the Afghan capital were welcome 
to return but only under stiff terms 
set out by the hardline militia. 

"We are of course willing to 
negotiate with the NGO's as we 
are always open to talking, but we 
will not change our position," 
planning minister Qari Din 
Mohammad said. 

He said the twenty groups 
forced out of the city could return 
if they finally agree to relocate 
their residences and offices to the 
city's dilapidated polytechnic. 

- The official also- said all aid - 
agencies would also have, to sigii 
formal protocol with the puritani- 
cal Moslem militia. V 

He said these protocols govern- 
ing aid agency operations had al- 
ready been prepared and would 
also be above any discussion. 

"If the NGO's want to come 
back they can follow our rules. 
Otherwise they can stay out," 
Mohammad asserted. 

The minister also threw aside 
concerns of increasing hardship in 
the Afghan capital following 



Monday and TViesday's mass exo- 
dus of aid workers, once again as- 
serting that "God is the greatest 
provider" 

The crisis erupted when the 
Taliban gave foreign aid groups 
an ultimatum to relocate offices 
and residences, the culmination. of 
two years of tight restrictions on 
aid delivery following the Taliban 
takeover of the city. 

Following the refusal of most 
aid groups to show any willing- 
ness to shift, the Taliban raided 
offices and expelled foreign aid 
staff, excluding UN and 
International Red Cross staff. 

Most foreign -aid workers -say^ 

they have no doubt the ultimatum 
was Httle. more than an indirect 
expulsioa order, aimed at a com- 
munity highly . critical of the 
Moslem militia's policies banning 

work and education for women 
and restricting female access to 
health care. . . 

Large areas of Kabul have al- 
ready felt the impact of the pull- 
out, with tens of mousands of res- 
' idents without running water and 
medical staff facing a future of no 
salaries. 
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PESHAWAR: PPP leader and former 
ijiterior minister MaJ Gen (Retd) 
Naseerullah Babar has supported tlie ■ 
Taliban decision not to succun\b to 
the pressure by NGOs working in 
Kabul and said they were justified in 
taking decisions to uphold 
Afghanistan's sovereignty. 

In a statement he alleged that the 
NGOs, mosdy Western, spent almost 
.80 per cent of their budget on staff 
salaries, luxury vehicles, bungalows 
and other non-productive activities. 
He said the so-caDed aid workers live 
in posh localities like Umver^ty Tbwn 
in Peshawar and Shehr-i-Nau and 
Wazlr Akbar Khan in Kabul and often 
failed to respect the cultural and rdi- 
gious sensitivities of the Afghans. 
Moreover, he accused them of chal- 
lenging the 'iMiban right to frame 
rules and policies for their country. 

Gen Babar, who has closely been 
associated with Afghanistan since 
19708, is probably the first Pakistani 
to have raised his vofce in favoiir of 
the Taliban in their tussle with the 
arm-twisting Western NGOs. He ' 
claimed the NGOs and foreign donors 
had yet to provide assistance for re- 
pairing the Ksgaki dam in* Helrriand 
province and ftmd other vital prc^jects 
that could bring substantial improve- . 
ments in the life of the Afghans. He 
demanded a report on the money 
spent by the NGOs and other agen- 
cies on actual development work in 

Afghanistan along with that spent on 
stiiff salaries and perks-. 

The former interior minister was 
critical of those Pakistanis, indu<&ng ; 
the press, wiiich was urging the Tal- 
iban to make compromises on the 
NGOs question. "Aid is an opiate. Re- 
member the drcfppingg of food in the 
former East Pakistan during the cy- 
clones in 1970$. Creating dependence 
among the people is an unwise policy. 
We in Pakistan have alreat^ lost our 
sovereignty by depending too mudi on 
foreign assistance and Imdouts. Don't 
force the Tbdiban and the freedom-lov- 
ing Afghans to accept small amounts 
of conditional as^stance on terms that 
could jeopardise Afghanistan's 
sovereignty,* he stressed 

Meanwhile the former interior i 
minister in another statement said the S 
Wapda. had quietly added another sur- 
charge of 13 per cent on electricity ^ 
bills without making any announce- ^ 
ment in this respect .-. ' ^ 

ge claimed that the surcharge * 
would be included in the monthly bffls 5; 
for Jufcr, He sjaid consumers would j 
now have to pay an extra Rs 80 if | 
their monthty bill was for Rs 500: . ^ 

Gen Babar criticise the govern- 1 1 
ment for effecting increiwe iii elec- 1 o 
tridty charges without informing con- | 
sumers and making a formal : 
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The Nation 

Taliban capture 
key base in 
Jowzjan province 

KABUL (AFP) - The Taliban mili- 
tia on Sunday captured the key oppo- 
sition base of Sheberghan in northern 
Afghanistan, officials and independ- 
ent sources told AFP. 

A Taliban official said the Taliban 
forces were busy consolidating posi- 
tions inside the native base of opposi- 
tion warlord AbduI Rashid Dostam, 
threatening the only Afghan city out of 
their hands. ' 

^We are in full control of Sheber:ghan 
and are digging' in/ said Abdul Hai 
Mutmacii in a telephone interview from 
the miliSa*^ sputberh stronghold of 
Kandahar. -• 

The opposition pulled out and set 
fiie to their jets at the airbase, but we 
are not currently ehgaging them on a 
clear frontline because they have been 
scattered/ he added. An official 
spokesman foj- Taliban told AFp the 
defences of . troops loyal to Dostam 
collapsed following overnight fight- 
ing between the two sides. The Inter- 
national Committe?e of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) said .they had used pre- 
planned flight to pull-out foreigners 
from the dusty anti-Taliban capital of 
Mazar-i-Sharif, situated 120 
kilometers east of Sheberghaii. 

*Accorc^ng to information we have 
received Sheberghan has fallen to the 
Taliban and as a result we were re- 
quested tp airlift out some non-ICRC 
expatriates froni Mazar-i-Sharif.' 
Spokesman Juan Martinez said. . . 

Quoting travellers reports, independ- 
ent sources in the areia said heavy fightr 
ing \va$ reported to be closmg in with 
Sheberghan *on the verge of collapse', 
by the early hours of Sunday, 

Radio Iran also announced that 
Tehran has c^vacuated staff from its 
mission in northern Afghanistan in the 
wake of the offensive^ saying an un- 
specified nuinber of diplomats were 
on thcir way home. As well as knock- 
ing out Dostam's base fqr bis depleted 
army 

and aged airforce, the Taliban 
advance into Sheberghan — r. the capi- 
tal of tlfe relatively unexpldited oil a^d 
gas rich Jowzjan province — poses a 
major threat to Mazaf-i-Sharift home 
of the fracmred anti-Taliban allianbe. 
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It also represents a personal blow to 
the ethnic-Uzbek Dostam, who 
emerged from humble beginnings in 
his native Sherberghan as a pipe-fitter 
to f5nd powex.as a pro-communist and.! 
then, self-styled Islamic warlord. 
. The mjlitia also claimed the capture . 
of the market town of Andkhoi on 
route to Sheberghan, therefore cutting 
^ key trade foate between opposition- 
held northern Afghanistan and 
. Turkmenistan. Although the seat of 
government .of. the anti-Taliban alli- 
ance, Mazar-irSharif frequently erupts 
into inter-factional fitting and most aid 
groups — including even the ICRC — 
had already suspended regular operations 
there in protest at the regular bouts of 
looting and attacks on foreign offices. 

The attack on the north follows 
Taliban advances into the northwest 
of the cpdntry la.si month, when the 

militia captured the town of Maima- 
na. the. capital of Faryab province. > 
Militia source.s liere, who request- . 
ed not to be identified, said Maima- 
na*s mud airstrip was npw in full use 
for flying in reinforcements from.the 
two-thirds of the country the militiai : 
hold. 

Hit by internal differences,theanti- ' 
Taliban -alliartce failed , to dislodge . 
their rivals despite ireports that the^ 
Taliban's supply lines were over ex- 
tended. . ' ' . • 

However two successive attempts • 
by the Taliban last year to seize the , 
north of the countiy have met with a 
determined defence by •Opposition ; 
troops, c6.^ting the militia heavy cas- 
ualties.. 

Tlie ariti Taliban alliance includes 
, Dostam, the UN-recognised goyem- 
• ment of former President Burhannu-* 
din Rabbani beaten but of Kabul by 
the Taliban nearly two years ago, and 
the Hezb-i- Walidat. • . * 

Our Peshawar Correspondent 
adds: The Peshav^ar-based Afghan- 
diplomats have confirrncd capturing 
of Jozjan, home province of Afghan 
war lord Gen. Dostum, by ilie sol- 
diers of Taliban on Sunday and now 
they are advancing, towards other 
northern provinces.The latest reports 
in the evening said tliat people from 
twodtstricts of each Balkh and Sman- 
gan provinces have annoiroced join- 
ing of Taliban, Peshawar based vice 



Afghan Consul General Wali Nuee- • 
mi remarked when contacted by The 
Nation, lie added that there are cori' 
flicting reports about war lord Gen. 
Rashid Dostum, He said that after 
sustaining injuries, Rashid bostuni; 
escaped to Termiz city of neighbour 
Uzbekistan which is around 70 kil- 
ometers away from Mazar Sharif 
Bui the Sahaar News Agency said 
nothing about injuries sustained by 
Rashid Dostum.^zVi Naeemi in- ' 
formed that fighting between tiie solr 
dicrs loyal to Islamic 'Movement and 
soldiers loyal to Rashid Dostum vyai . 
started in early hdufs of Suhday i|t 

around 4.00 am and the Islamic move^ 
ment soldiers entered Shabarghan, 
headquarter of Jozjan province at 
around 11.00 am. He said* that sol- 
diers loyal to Rashid Dostam who 
were baidly moralised since fall of 
Faryab ppvince in previous July have 
left the city vacant for Taliban: He 
added that soldiers of the northern 
alliance were surrendered before Tal- 
iban when Rashid Dostum left the 
city for unknown place. - . 

Soon after centering Shabarghan 
town, Wali Naeemi said that Taliban 
leaders had constitbted a committee 
for restoration of peace and authon- 

ty . Hesaid that now thiTalil^aRi^di. 
ef sT are liisSrm the civiHan's'and 
establishing contacts witli the elders 
to declare their sympathies with the 
Islamic government He-quoiing the 
Taliban leaders said that^ their first 
priority is to ensure protection to 
common people. . ♦ ^ 

No one is sure about the human and 
property losses between the rival fac- 
tion* s rene ved fighting in Jozjan proy- 
ince but it came to know that a large 
number of Rashid Dostum soldiers 
were killed or injiured The Taliban 
have also claimed arrcsdng of a large 
number or Rashid Dostum soldiers. 

The Peshawar-based vice Afghan 
Consul fuWier said that Amir Jan an 
influential commander of Rashid 
Dostum's Junbash was defected to 
Taliban and with his support TaUbSri 
have also* established dieir control 
• over two districts Chamial and Char- 
molfilc of Balkh. province. He said 
•thattwoxlistricts of Samangan prov*' 

ince'were also fclltojaliban. He was 
of the finri belief that Taliban liJcely 

^ to establish their «x)iitrbl over Mazar- 
T-Sharif in coming few" days. The; 
Sahaar News Agency informed that 

. before vaiiating Shabarghan town, 
the Dostum loyal forces have set on 
fire the airport. The Shabarghan air- 
port was too niucb rich like of P^i- 
jshier in dumjps of sophisticated, ann$ 

; and planes, gifted by the former S<>:. 

*.viei Union to Afghanistan in the last 
two decades. 



Afghani appreciates as 
Taliban make advances 



By Ismait Khan 



PESHAWAR: The Afghani shot up in 
the local currency exchange market 
here Tuesday as the Taliban Islamic 
militia gained new ground in the lat- 
est string of military victories in 
northern Afghanistan, currency deal- 
ers here said, 

Afghanistan's national currency 
jump-rose from Rs 134 ($ 2.73) for 
100,000 Afghani? to Rs 155 ($2.44), 
gaining Rs 16 in value as reports of 
Tkliban making further advances up 
in the north trickled. 

The Islamic militia in a blitzkrieg 
military action captured Shiberghah, 
capital of Jauqan province and 
reached within a striking range of 
Mazar-i-Sharif, the last bastion of the 
opposition Northern Alliance- 
"Shiberghan was a strong and impor- 
tant .opposition stronghold and its fall 
to the Taliban naturally woiild have 



beefed up the value of the Afghani,** 
said Engr Shakir, an Afghan currency 
dealer at Peshawar's main foreign . 
currency exchange market 

He said that trading in Afghanis 
remained feverish throughout fee day 
as billions of Afghanis changed 
hands. ^There has been more buying 
than selling. Money changers are 
holding on to the Afghanis in specu- 
lation of the fall of Mazar-i-Sharif," 
Shakir said. 

100,000 Afghanis, he recalled, 
were traded for Rs 130 just before the 
fall of Maimana, the capital of north- 
ern Paryab province to the 'Wiban. 
The value of Afghani has been show- 
ing increase since then, he added. 

In Quetta, 100,000 Af^anis were 
traded for Rs 150, five rupees less 
than Peshawar. "Money changers are 
less enthusiastic in Quetta," he re- 
marked. While reports from Kabul 
and Jalalabad, the provincial capital 



of eastern Nangarhar province bor- 
dering Pakistan, said 100,000 Afgha- 
nis were traded for Rs 145. "Kabul 
has always beeh less feverish," in- 
formed Shakir, who said he had been 
doing the same business in the 
Afghan capital before migrating to 
Pakistan 20 years ago. 

Through a strange mechanism, 
the money changers dealing in 
Afghan currency link the Afghanis 
with one 'or the other belligerent 
groups m Afghanistan arid then allow 
its value to move up and down ac- 
cording to the military gains and 
losses. By the same yardstick, the 
money changers have been betting 
their money on the T^iban ever since 
they rose to the limelight in Septem- 
ber 1994. Many of the money chang- 
ers went broke when the lyiban 
tasted humiliating defeat in Mazar-i- 
Sharif and retreated after suffering 
heavy casualties last year 



Afghan rivals make 
conflicting claims 



By RahimuJIah Yusalzai 

PESHAWAK: The Taliban and their 
rival Northern Alliance made con- 
flicting daims about military gains in 
northern Afghanistan as fighting sub- 
sided in most frontlines Thursday. 

One of the claims made by the 
Northern Alliance was that it had 
shot down a IMiban jet fighter which 
was bombing T^ikhar province lliurs- 
day. It said the Russian-built SU-22 
aircraft fell in Badakhshan province 
after being hit and its pilot, Naqibul- 
lah, was arrested after Meeting safely 

Earlier, the Northern Alliance 
claimed that its forces had recap- 
tured Barqa in Baghlan province and 
Baikh district near Mazar-i-Sharif 
after successftd military offensives. 
It also claimed that Saripul province 
was still in control of the Northern 
Alliance. Most of these claims were 
made on Radio Tehran, which gives 
so much coverage to the Northern 
Affiance that it appears at times to be 
a mouthpiece of Uie alliance. 

All these cl^ms were refuted by 



the Taliban. One of their spokesmen, 
Muila Abdul Hye Mutmain, said in 
Kandahar that attacks on Barqa and 
Baikh had been repulsed with heavy 
losses to the Northern Alliance. He 
maintained that Saripul town and dis- 
trict, which the Taliban claimed to 
have captured two days ago, was still 
in their possession. 

Another Kandahar-based Taliban 
spokesman, Abdul Ahad Jehangirwal, 
said that the Taliban were flying 
troops and arms to Shiberghan not 
only from Kandahar but also from 
Herat, Khost and Kabul. He said 
about 1,000 Taliban soldiers were 
flown from Kandahar to Shiberghan 
during the last two days. 

Meanwhile, the Taliban Islamic 
movement founder Muila Moham- 
mad Omar has taken exception to the 
claims by the anti-Taliban forces and 
certain journalists about the pres- 
ence of Pakistani soldiers and po- 
licemen in the Tadiban frontlines. In 
a statement from Kandahar, he re- 
minded that nobody during the past 
four years was able to produce a sin- 



gle proof to prove this allegation. 
"None could be given the right to 
level baseless allegations against us 
without offering any evidence," he 
stressed. 

On the other hand, a Hezb-i-Wah- 
dat military commander, Mustafa 
Kazmi, was quoted as saying that the 
Taliban jet fighters Thursday bombed 
the Mazar-i-Sharif airport but failed 
to hit any intended target . 

It may be added that the ongoing 
fighting in northern Afghanistan 
started three weeks ago when the 
Taliban attacked and captured 
Maimana, capital of F^ffyab province, 
and later marched on Shiberghan, 
military headquarters of Gen Dos- 
tum. Since then, the Taliban have 
captured almost the ^ole of Fbryab, 
Jairyan and Saripul provinces. This 
is the third time in two years that the 
Taliban are knocking at the doors of 
Mazar-i-Sharif. Its earlier two at- 
tempts to take Mazar-i-Sharif and 
rest of northern Afghanistan, failed 
in the face of a determined opposi- 
tion. 
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Heading towards Masood's mmtary aiitase ai 
student militia claim missing Iranians are not dipl^^^ 



By Rahfmulfah YUsufzai 

PESHAWAR: The Taliban continued 
their victorious march in northern 
Afghanistan Hicsday when they cap- 
tured T^oqan, capital of Takhar 
province and a stronghold of former 
president Burhanuddin Rabbani and 
his defence mipister Ahmad Shah Ma- 
sood. 

The T^ban claim of taking'the 
town at 11 am 1\iesday was later con- 
firmed by both independent and op- 
position sources. 

While conceding the loss of the 
strategically located, town, a 
spok-esman of the opposition North- 
ern Alliance pointed out that they re- 
sisted the T^iban for nine hours. He 
also vowed to strike back. 



was now complete. 

Taliban sources in Kandahar and 
Peshawar said the Taliban, led by 
commander Mulla Mohammad 
Naeem, began tlieir attack Monday 
night and headed for Taloqan after 
breaking through opposition de- 
fences at Bangi.. They said troops 
loyal to Masood tried to put up a 
f}ght but they were soon overpow- 
ered. 

Afghan sources said military 
commanders belonging to GulV 
baddin Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-Islami 
and Prof Sayyaf 's Ittehad-i-lslami 
switched sides to the Taliban to 
make their task easier They in par- 
ticular named Engineer Umar from 
Sa>7af '5 party as the one who de- 
fected to the Taliban and gave them 
safe passage at Bangi. 

It was learnt that the Taliban 
forces in Takhar after capturing 
Taloqan headed for Masood's mili- 
tary airbase at Khwagaghar. 

The Taliban also made claims 
about more military successes in 
Samangan, Baghlan, Bamiyan and 
Kapisa provinces. 

Wali Naeemi, vice consul in the 
Afghan Consulate in Peshawar, 
claimed a number of towns and dis- 
tricts fell to the Taliban in these 
provinces without much fighting. 
He said local military commanders, 
and the people invited the Taliban, 
surrendered their arms and volun- 
teered their support. None of these 
claims could be confu-med from in- 
dependent or opposition sources. 

The Sahar News Agency also re- 



Hekmatyar 
say^ he is aJive 

» - - 

TEHRAN: Former Afghan prime 
minister Gulbadin ..Hekmatyar 
spoke on Iranian state radio oh 
Tuesday,' contradicting rumours 
that he had been killed, reports 

AFp;- ■' 

•^As you hear me here today on 
August 11 , 1 am not dead. The re- 
ports to the contrary are mere lies 

Continued on Page 8 



Earlier, sources in Rabbani s 
Jamiat-i-Islami in Peshstwar con- 
tended that fighting was going on in 



the suburbs of TiloqaiL Jhey said the 
town hadn*t fallen unta early evening. 
However, subsequent developments 
'showed .that the town had indeed 
fallen. ' .' 

Taliban ' Information Minister 
, ; Mulla Aihir Khan Muttaqi, who was 
part of the 'Miban force which at- 
tacked Taloqan from their base in 
Kunduz province, said the town*s de- 
fenders put up a stiff fight before flee^ 
ing. He said the Taliban were now 
consolidating their hold in Taloqan 
and had taken control of the airport, 
roads and intersections, and impor- 
tant buildings. He refuted reports that 
hand-to-hand fighting was going in 
taloqan and said the Taliban takeover 



ported that lighting had been sup- 
plemented at the Bamiyan airport 
by the Iranians to allow landings by 
planes at night. 

It said the extra flights were pos- 
sibly bringing supplies for the Shi- 
ite Hezb-i-Wahdatand'tlie Northern 
Alliance. . 

MeaawhilCi a statement by the 
Taliban-run Afghan; Foreign ,Min- " 
istry ^aid in a statement Tuesday - 
that the 1 1 Iranians said to be miss- 
ing in Mazar-i-Sharif were never 
registered with it by Tehran and 
thus they couldn't be considered 
diplomats. It said if these Iranians 
were caught they would be tried as 
spies rather than treating them as 
diplomats. It- added that the where- 
abouts of thes^* Iranians were still 
unknown. 

Earlier, the Iranian government 
had accused the Ta.liban forces of 
attacking their consulate in Mozar- 
i-Sharif and arresting and taking 
away its 11 diplomats. The Taliban 
have denied any sucl\ incidence and 
contended that there was nobody at 
the consulate when their troops ar- 
rived there. Tehran had also said it 
^vas the responsibility of the Taliban 
and the Pakistan government to en- 
sure the safety and security of the 
diplomats. 

On the other hand, the Taliban 
Information Minister, Muttaqi, 
urged the families that left Mazar-i- ' 
Sharif before and after its fall and 
took refuge in Pule Khumri to re- 
turn to their homes as the. city was 
now back to normal. He denied that 
the Taliban had harassed non-Pash- 
toons or Shias and stressed that the 



Taliban Islamic movement didn't 
beheve in religious, sectarian, eth- 
nic or Imguistic discrimination. 

The loss of Taloqan is being de- 
scribed as a big loss for Masood as 
it would cut off his supply lines 
from Tsyikistan and put pressure on 
the defences on his remaining 
strongholds in Badakhshan, Parwan 
and Kapisa." During the past one 
month, the Taliban have now cap- 
tured five provinces — Fkryab, 
Jau^jan, Saripul^ Balkh and now 
Takhar — - and major cities like 
Mazar-i-ShariC, Maimana, 
Shiberghan and Taloqan. 

AP adds: Iranian radio reported 
Tuesday the Taliban attacked the 
Consulate of Turkmenistan, a for- 
mer Soviet Republic, in Mazar-e- 
Sharif and expelled its diplomats. 
The whereabouts of the diplomats 
were not immediately clear. 

Iranian radio accused the Tal- 
iban of a "large-scale massacre of 
civilians" in Mazar-e-Sharif. Opposi- 
tion have also accused the TMiban 
of killing civilians in its attack on 
Mazar-e-Sharif. 

\0n the other hand, the Russian 
Foreign Ministry said Russia is 
ready to fortify the southern bor- 
ders of former Soviet republics in 
Central Asia to guard against any 
spillover of the turmoil in neighbor- 
ing Afghanistan. 

The northbound advance of the 
Taliban movement poses real 
threat" to the coalition of former 
Soviet republics, the Common- 
wealth of Independent States (CIS), 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Valery 
Nesterushkin said. 



Taliban militia captures 
two more strategic towns 

Taliban leader rejects Russian charge of Pak military support 



By Rabimullah Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: The Taliban extended 
their writ to the border with Uzbek- 
istan Wednesday by capturing the 
Oxus river-port town of Hairatan to 
deprive Uzbek warlord Gen Abdul 
Rashid Dostum of one of his last 
footholds in northern Afghanistan. 
' Another significant niilitary gain 
for.the Taliban Wednesday was the 
fall of the strategically located Pule 
Khumri town in Baghlan province. It 
is sited on the highway that links 
Uzbekistan with Kabul and Torkham 
via Hairatan, Mazar-i-Sharifj^ Doshi, 
Salang,' jabalrus-Sir^ and Charikar. 

Mulla Abdul Hye Mutmain; a 1^- 
iban spokesman in Kandahar, said 
Hairatan fell Wednesday morning 
after a brief resistance. Afghan' Con- 
sul in Peshawar, Mulla N^buUah, cit- 
ing reports from the Defence Min- 
istry in Kabul, said the city s defend- 
ers surrendered to the Taliban who 
had advfuiced from Mazar-i-Sharif. 
Later, Baikh province's new T^iban 
Governor, Mulla Abdul Maniran 
Niazi, said the people of Hairatan 
welcomed the Taliban with open 
arms, i • • • • • "' 

Ustad Mohaqqiq, a Hezb-i-Wah- 
dat and Northern Alliance leader, 
conceded the fall of Hwratan in an 
interview with Radio Mashshad, 
Iran. He also, admitted the loss of 
Pule Khumri, • ' / - 

Mutmain explained that Taliban 
fo^ hadn't reachedPule Khumri 
theniselyoslarna ttie^t^^^^ tie' 
town was indigenous and in support 
of the TaUban. He said the TMban 
were planning to reach Pule Khumri 
after having consolidated their posi- 
tions in the newly-acquired areas. He 
expressed ignorance about reports 

that pro-Taliban forces had reached 
Khii\jan and Doshi and were pushing 
towiards Salang. 

Mulla Niazi also claimed the fall 
of Tashkurgan, a town in Samangan^ 
province, after a brief resistance. He 
said the Taliban had now reached the 
gorge Tangi Tashkurgan and were 
ready to march towards Aibak, capi- 
tal of Samangan, Opposition leader 
Ustaq Mohaqqiq also conceded the 
loss of Tashkurgan. However, he al- 
leged . that both Hairatan and 
Tashkurgan feU due to treachery by 
some of their military commanders. 
_:j..%5hkurgan's fall opened up the 
Miizar-i'Sharif-Kunduz^road an en- 
abled the Taliban to link up their 
forces. They would now be better 
able to coordinate their military ac- 
tivities in northeastern Afghanistan, 



where. the fall of Taloqan has en- 
abled them to head for Badaldishan 
province. Former president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and his prime 
minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar took 
refuge in Badakhshan's provincial 
capital, Paizabad, after fleeing Talo- 
qan Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, Taliban sources also 
claimed that their forces had cap- 
tured Nahrin and Qalagal, some 
other towns in Baghlan province, . 
thereby further blocking former de- 
fence minister Ahmad Shah Masud*s 
supply lines to his native Pai\isher 
valley. The Taliban also iivsisted that 
they were now in complete control 
of Taloqan. 

They said a gathering of the peo- 
ple and elite was held in l^logan 
where full support to the Taliban 
and their Islamic programme was 
announced. A similar gathering was 
held in Mazar-i-Sharif to find sup- 
port for the iban. 

Meanwhile, Ustad Mohaqqiq was 
very critical of the Taliban and the 
Paldstan government. He said resis- 
tance against the Taliban had 
started east of Mazar-l-Sharlf and 
was spreading. He said Hezb-i-Wah- 
dat had in its possession about 50 

Pakistanis as a proof of Islamabad's 
involvement in Afghaiiistan. "Our 
situation is worse now than during 
Russian occupation because the 
world helped the Afghan people on 
that occasion. Now that Pakistan 
has occupied our homeland, none 
in the world is listening to our com- 
plaints against this injustice," he ar- 
gued. 

On the other hand, Gen Dostum 
spoke for the first time to the news 
media after his military defeat and 
told the Mashshad Radio that resis- 
tance against the Taliban had 
started and they had been attadced 
in Tangi Shadian near Mazar-i- 
Sharif and in Samangan province. 
He said Ahinad Shah Masud*s forces 
were regrouping near Taloqan to 
fight against the Taliban. He also 
accused the Taliban of harassing 
the people and searching their 
homes in Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Ousted president Burhanuddin 
Rabbani also gave an interview to 
the Tehran Radio arid said even 
after the TWiban military successes 
it is possible to hold talks and find a 
negotiated solution 0f the Afghan 
problem. He said a mflitary soluUon 
of the conflict is unlikely to last. 

Meanwhile, about. 5,000 Afghan 
Taliban have given up their studies 



in madrissas in NWFP and left for 
Afghanistan to reinforce the ranks 
of their colleagues. Mulla Abdul 
Qadeer, head of the Taliban repre- 
sentative office in Peshawar, said 
they were planning to send about 
10,000 Afghan Taliban from Pak- 
istan to perform administrative jobs 
in different parts of Afghanistan. He 
said Pakistani Taliban would only be 
sent if their parents allowed them to 
do so. 

APP adds: Mulla Muttaqi, Infor- 
mation Minister of the Taliban gov* 
ernment has categorically r^ected 
Russia's charge about Pakistan's 
nulitary support to the Taliban, re- 
ports the BBC. 

According to the radio, 
Mulla Muttaqi said that Russia's al- 
legations were old and were aimed 
at perpetuating the stay of its 
troops in Tsgikistan,' Uzbekistan and 
other Central Asian Republics 
(CARs). 

That it why, according to hlnv, 
Russia was harassing CARs that the 
Taliban had reached close to their 
borders and now they would meddle 
with the affairs of Uzbakistaxi and 
Tajikistan. He further said that it 
was Russia's own game and her al- 
legatiox\s w:ere absolutely baseless, 
the radio added. 

The *Miban. say they know noth- 
ing about the Iranian diplomats, but 
daim to be holding some 30 Iranians 
suspected of arming the Taliban's 
enemies. 

Iran is widely believed to have 
supplied arms to the ahti-Taliban al- 
liance in Afghanistan. Newspaper re- 
ports have quoted Iranian officials as 
saying the captured truck drivers 
workwl for an international *con^)any 
transporting food to the norU\em 
city of Mazar-e-Sharif, which was 
captured by the Triiban on Saturday. 
The reports did not name the com- 
pany. — AP 



Taliban deny capturing oi 
killing Iranian diplomats 

Iranian envoy says mission personnel shifted to Kandahar 



By Nasir Iqbal 

ISLAMABAD: The controversy over 
Iranmn diplomats, allegedly arrested 
by Taliban from Mazar-i-Sharif, is 
looming large as both Afghan and Ira- 
nian ambassadors to Pakistan have 
made conflicting claims regarding 
their custody. 

Maulvi Saeedur Rehman Haqqani, 
the Ambassador of Afghanistan to 
Pakistan, on Monday denied allega- 
tions that the Taliban kidnapped or 
killed any Iranian diplomat when they 
captured the city of Mazar-i-Sl^arif on 
Saturday. The Iranian envoy 
Akhondzade Mehdi, however, said 
they were flown to l^ban headquar- 
ters in Kandahar after capture from 
the consulate office. 

Saeed said when their miyahideen 
took over Mazar-i-Sharif and rolled 
into the Iranian consulate they found 
no Iranian diplomat there. Even the 
consulate was empty with not a single 
person inside, Maulvi Saeedur 
Rehman Haqqani told a group of 
newsmen here at a local hotel. 

The Iranian diplomats might have 
gone with the retreating forces when 
the 'Miban captured the anti-iyiban 
stronghold, he said in response to dif- 
ferent queries by journalists. 

The Afghan ambassador also de- 
nied any support to the lyiban militia 
by Pakistan and said the TsiUban were 
getting success with God's will and 
overwhelming support of the Afghan 
people. "The people of Afghanistan 



are with us and they want the intro- 
duction of Islamic Shariah in the 
country," he said. 

He said out of 32 provinces in 
Afghanistan, the three-forth areas are 
with the Taliban government while 
the rest of the one-fourth could fall 
under the Taliban rule within a week 
or so. Most of the areas previously 
controlled by General Dostum and 
General Malik are with us while the 
fighting is on in the Bamiyan 
province, he added. 

But there is no war or skirmishes 
in Mazar-i-Sharif, reiterated the am- 

• bassador. He said the Taliban govern- 
ment believed in peace and tliey have 
always assured that they respect the 
rights of everybody including Tsyiks, 
Hazaras^ Kohistanis etc. 

He said that the Taliban chief 
Aminil Momineen Maulvi Muhammad 
; Umar Miyaihid has already'announced 
general amnesty for every one in 
Afghanistan which has already been 

• broadcast through the state-run radio 
"Sada-i-Shariaf*, 

In response to the Western propa- . 
ganda of discriminatory attitude to- 
wards women in Afghanistan, the am- 
bassador said that the Af^ian women 
were very happy now with the ftew 
code of life and they felt relieved. "No 
Afghan woman has ever complained 
about the Islamic life style as they are 
happy because their respect and 
sanctity is now much secure," he said. 

About women education, he said, 
Afi^ianistan is still at war and people 



are talking about women's education 
while even the men do not find any 
opportunity to get education. How- 
ever, he said Ve in Afghanistan de- 
rive inspiration aiid strength from the 
golden principles enshrined in the 
Holy Quraan and Sunnah of the 
Prophet (PBUH) and we would follow 
whatever we have been dictated by 
the Quraan." He assured that there 
was no discrimination and every- 
body's rights were honoured and 
were treated equal before the law. 

APP adds: Iran's envoy to Pak- 
istan, Akhxmdzade Mehdi was in dis- 
agreement with the Afghan claims. 
He told the journalists that according 
to the latest information, tlie Iranian 
diplomats have been shifted to Kand- 
liar from Mazar-i-Sharif and they are 
in custody of the Taliban. 

**TTils is modem age. Peiiiaps IM- 
iban are not aware of the latest com- 
munication technology as they hate 
cameras, TV and Radio. As a matter 
of fact, one of our diplomats was in 
contact* with our headquarters when 
Taliban entered in the premises of the 
Iranian embassy office there." 

Akhundzade demanded immediate 
release of the Iranian diplomats so 
that they could be able to perform 
their duties. He said, even a self-ac- 
daimed state should respect the in- 
ternational law. Taliban should also 
understand the conbem of interna- 
tional community over the arrest of 
Iranian diplomats and set them free, 
he added. 
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NGOs agree to resume 
activities in Afghanistan 

To work from existing locations pending alternative sites 



ISLAMABAD: The United Nations Co- 
ordinator for Afghanistan on Wednes- 
day announced that the international 
non-governmental organisations will 
be allowed to return to Kabul. 

The decision followed negotia- 
tioha between the United Nations and 
Taliban authorities in Kabul through 
a Joint Consultative Committee es- 
tablished earlier. The discussions will . 
commence next week to consider all 
technical issues concerned with the 
relocation of NGO facilities in Kabul. 

According to* the UN officials, the 
substance of the agreement states: 

The NGOs acknowledge the relo- 
cation order and are willing to con- 
sider the Kabul Polytechnic as a site 
for their offices, a commission is 
being established to consider all is- 
sues related to relocation, including,, 
if necessary, the selection of altema- 



Uve sites. 

This commission will include three 
representatives of the TWiban, three 
representatives of NGOs, and two 
representatives of the United Nations 
(as facilitators). Its first meeting will 
be held on Aug 17 in Kabul. 

Pending the rehabilitation of se- 
lected premises, internadonal* NGOs 
are authorised to resume their activi- 
ties in Kabul from their existing office 
locations. / 

. Both the NGOs'and.the TWiban 
representatives have committed them- 
selves to resolving all outstanding is- 
. sued by Aug 3 1 . The NGO statutes ^- 
proved by the Taliban Shura in March 
.. 1998 will be the frameworic for future 
' coDaboration between NGOs and TW- 
iban authorities. Taliban aiithorities, 
through the Ministry of Planning, have 
committed themselves to assist the in- 
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ternational NGOs in the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance, in Kne with 
the text and spirit of this statute. 

. It is understood that, upon their 
return to Kabul, they confirm their 
acceptance of the NGO statute and 
their commitment to conduct their ac- . 
tivities in accordance with its letter 
aiid spirit ; 

As a result of this agreement, , 
many United Nations programnies 
• that were suspended in Kabul will be 
- able to resume as. well, The United 
Nations is pleased that the mecha- 
nism of the Joint Consultative Com- 
mittee'established under the Memo- 
; randum' of .Understanding (MOU) of 
May 13, lSf98, has been able to fecil- 
itate this agreement. It will continue 
to work with the TWiban authorities 

to resolve the other issues highlighted 
in that agreement.— APP 

Al fears mass 
killings by Taliban 

LONDON: Amnesty International 
said it fears Afglianistan s l^ban 
Islamic militia are committing 
human rights abuses against eth- 
nic groups and rounding up hun- 
dreds after recently seizing areas 
in the north of (he country. . . . . . 

Ainnesty International said it 
had received "unconfirmed but 
persistent reports" of mass arrests 
of members of non-I^hlpon eth- 
nic groups -in the north and "re- 
ports" of mass killings in the for- 
merly northern stronghold of 
Mazar-i-Sharif. 

The Taliban, who are predominantly 
ethnic Pashtoons, recently seized 
swathes of territory in the north of 
Afghanistan including Mazar-i- 
Sharif which had .been the 
stronghold of forces opposed to the 
hardline deric4ed militia. 

Amnesty said the T^ban had re- 
fused entry to the town to journal- 
ists and urged their leadership to 
"open up the area to foreign media 
and independent monitors and give 
public account of who they have ar- 
; rested and why." 

Concern about Mazar-x-Sharif is 
|just one of the fears of the human- 
rights group has about Afghanistan. 
In its statement released Monday 
it. said that "hundreds, pos- 
sibly thousands of Afghans and 
dozens of non-Afghans" were re- 
portedly detained in recent 
weeks.— -AFP 



TaJiban claim capture of another northern province 



PESHAWAR; Resuming their for- commanders sent messages to the 

ward thrust after consolidating their Taliban requesting them to take 

military position in newly-captured, over its control. He said Khwa- 

territory in northern Afghanistan jaghar, Khii\ian, Dana-i-Ghauri, 



over the past few days> the Taliban 
Saturday claimed to have captured 
the strategicalIy4ocated DoslU town 
and several districts in Baghlan, 
l^Jchar, Samangan and Bandy an 
provinces. 

'Mban sources also claimed the 
fall of Aibak, capital of Samangan 
province. However, a Hezb-i-Wahdat, 

Syed Mohammad Iqbal, had earlier 
claimed in a feC interview that 
Aibak and I^hkurgan, another im- 
portant town in Samangan, were 
siiU in opposition hands. He also 
announced the start of resistance 
against Taliban rule in areas re- 
cently captured by them in noitherli 
Afghanistan. ... 

Independent confirmatioh of the 
latest liliban victories on the bat- 
tlefield couldn't be obtained, pri- 
marily due to the fact that there are 
presently almost no aid workers, 
journalists and diplomats in north- 
em Afghanistan. 

Quoting defence ' ministry 
sources in Kabul and Mazarri-Sharif , 
Afghan vice-consul in .Peshawar, 
Wall Naeemi, said Doshi feO Satur- 
day afternoon without any resis- 
tance. 

He said the town's elders and 



Charma, Dashtak, Larkhab and 
Charai Bamiyan districts in vatious 
northern Afghanistan provinces had 
also fallen to the Taliban almost 
without fighting. He informed that 
fighting was (Continuing for the con- 
trol of Darra-i-Rawan and Chopan 
districts. He added that a pro-Tal- 
iban commander, Baz Mohammad 
Khan, had trapped opposition 
forces between Doshi and Tala-i- 
Barfaq and was paving the way for 
Talibaii to advance deeper into the 
area leading to Salang and 
Bam^an. ^ 

Naeemi also claimed local peo- 
ple had staged an uprising in sup- 
port of the 'Mban in six districts of 
Badakhshan, home province of 
ousted president Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani. Both Rabbani and former 



prime minister Gulbaddin Hekmat- 
yar took refuge in Badakhshan's 
capital, Euzabad, after the fall of 
Tdchar's provincial headquarters, 
Taloqan. He also claimed that 300 
armed men surrendered to tfe Tal- 
iban Saturday in Taloqart 

It may be. added that former de- 
fence minister Ahmad Shah Ma- 
sood's men had reportedly blown 
jip the F^khar gorge that provided 
access to Badakhshan from Takhan 
The; sime tactics wais applied by 
Masood last year when his men 
blew up the road that opened into 
his native Pai\jshef valley. 

According to Naeemi, a convoy: 
of 300 tanks, military trucks and 
jeeps left Mazar-i-Sharif Saturday 
for Salaiig via Pule Khumri and 
Doshi; He said this expedition force 
would try to reach the northern 'side; 
of Qie Salang 'Hmnel and secure the 
highway. He was unaware of ai\y. 
Taliban plans to push north of 




block refugee 





KABUL: Hundreds of minority 
Afghans fleeinig the northern dty of 
Mazar-i-Sharif that came under 'fel- 
iban's control in recent weeks are 
being detained by the Taliban au- 
thorities on way to neighboring Pak- 
istan, witnesses and aid workers said 
Sunday. 

, Taliban officials were not imme- 
diktely avail4ble for comment. Mo- 
haxrunad All, a bus driver who shut- 
tles betireen Kabul and the Pakistani 
border; said that since last l\iesday, 
Tediban aiuthorities have stopped 
busesnear Jalalabad; 100 kflomeixes 
east of Ksdxil and 50 kilometres west 
ofthe border. 

""Paasengers are questioned and if 
th^ are found to be Hazara shiites 
or Uzbeks they are off loaded from 
the biis and xiot allowed to continue 
to PJakistan,* All said. Ali aind other 
drivers said those being detained 
were from Mazar-i-Sharif, the 
biggest city in northern Afghanistan, 
whkh fell to the Taliban Gghters Au- 
gust 8. The loss ofthe dty about 300 
kilometres north of Kabul, was a 
m^jor blow to the northern-based 
opposition alliance, and one of sev- 
eral recent victories for the 'Rdiban. 



The Taliban could soon control all of 
Aljghaiustan. T^ey have held the cap- 
ital since 1996. 

Aid workers who insisted on 
anonymity said hundreds of people 
from the Hazara and Uzbek ethnic 
groups, who had fled Mazar-i-Sharif 
were being housed in schools near 
Jalalabad and transformed into 
camps. The workers had few details, 
saying they had not been asked to 
help care for the displaced people. 

Hundreds of people mduding 
women and children have also been 
stopped from aossing the border at 
the historic Torkham Pass, people 
from the eastern Kangarhar 
province said. "The Taliban guards 
have been checking vehiciv.s" at 
Somarkhel checkpoint outside Jalal- 
abad for people coming from the 
north, a coach driver said. 

Independent sources said at least 
1,500 people, mostly ethnic Uzbeks 
and Hazaras, have been put; in a. 
school compound The refugees who 
Oed northern Afghanbtan before and 
after the Taliban advance ini the op- 
position-held region last week were 
however free to move in Nangarhar 
or travel to Kabul; the sources said. 



But they cannot go back to their 
home provinces because the main 
highway leading to the north has 
been dosed by the religious militia 
atTagab valie); 70 Idiometres north- 
east of Kabul, they said. 

In a statement on Tkiiban Radio 
Saturday night, T^ban spokesman 
Abdul Manan Niyan said that if Haz- 
aras ""did not repeat their previous 
deeds, they can continue their ordi- 
riary lives in Afghanistan.''- * . 

A day eariiier, Taliban*s supreme 
leader Mullah Omar said in ^t^o 
address that , minorities would be 
treated equally under the Islamic 
law 

Iranian radio reported that 
Afghans also fled north from Mazar- 
i-Sharif, toward Tajikistan, The for- 
mer Soviet Republic had closed its 
border shortly before Mazar-i-Sharif 
fell Iranian radio said some 10,000 
refugees were at the border in need 
of food arid medical aid. 

Taliban soldiers have also 
blocked the entry of refugees into 
Rakistan from northern Afghanistan, 
independent sources and travellers 
coming from the bordering areas 
said Sunday.— AP/AFP 



Kabul and reach the southern open- 
ing of the Salang Tunnd after over- 
coming resistance from troops loyal 
to Masood. 

AFP quoting the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) said, Aibak fell after se- 
vere resistance by the forces of eth- 
nic Uzbek warlord Abdul rashid 
Dostam and Jamiat-i-Islami of for- 
mer president Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani. However, there was no imme- 
diate independent confmoation of 
the report which came aAer a series 
•of military setbacks suffered by 
aiiti--M[ban forces in northem.re- 
;gions this month. ' 

Reports said both Rabbani, who 
was ousted from Kabul by the Tal- 
iban militia two years ago, and his 
former prime minister Gulbuddin 
'Hekmatyar were still in Badakhshan . 
province. » 

AIP said a ms^or offensive by the 
opposition forces against the upris- 
ing could not be ruled out— AFP . 

Taliban accused 
of committing 
atrocities in 
northern areas 

From AMANULLAH 
QUETTA - Hazara Students 
Federation (HSF) and Tanzim 
Nasal Nau Hazara Mughal 
(TNNHM) have condemned 
Taliban's atrocities against dif- 
ferent communities in 
Afghanistan. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence here Monday Hasan Dakan 
of HSF and Latif Hazara of 
TNNHM have blamed Pakistan 
for backing Taliban despite the 
fact ihni aggressors were in- 
volved in assaults on women in 
northern areas. 

They alleged that Taliban 
militia massacred three hundred 
innocent persons after capture 
of Mazar-i-Sharif and added 
that hundreds of women were 
raped during the search of hous- 
es in the areas under control of 
Taliban militia. 

Leaders of HSF and TNNHM 
regretted that Pakistanis news- 
papers and government func- 
tionaries were supporting the 
atrocities of Taliban against 
Hazaras, Uzbeks. Pakhtuns, 
Tajiks and other communities. 

They stated that there was 
similarity in atrocities of Indian 
Forces against innocent 
Kashmiris in held valley and 
Taiibans in Northern areas, 
however, they demanded of 
Pakistan and Iran to play concil- 
iatory role to pave the way for 
broadbased government in 
Kabul to take Afghanistan out 
of bloodshed. 

Leaders of HSF and TNNHM 
regretted that nationalist and 
democratic parties in the coun- 
try were silent on the criminal 
acts of Taliban against the dif- 
fcrcnt communities in 
Afghanistan. ^ 



Taliban detain 1,000 
minority members in camp 



.lALALABAD: The I^ban nuliaa has 
detained up to 1 ,000 members of mi- 
nority ©roups at a desert camp near 
the Pakistani border^ a camp guard 
said. 

The detentions seemed aimed at 
rooting out all remaining oppjosition 
to the Taliban' rule. 

A reporter and photographer from 
the Associated Press who arrived at 
the camp, 15 kilometers outside the 
eastern city of Jalalabad, were barred 
by the guard from entering or taking 
pictures. But aid groups also con- 
firmed that refugees were being held 
there. 

Taliban authorities gave confiiaing 
and guarded explanations Tuesday for 
the detentions of fleeing Afghans, 
which began last week after the tal- 
iban captured a key northern opposi- 
tion stronghold, Mazar-e-^haiil 

At a checkpoint along the main 
highway to F^stan, the Taliban 
guard. Hazrat scrutinized icen- 
dficadon cards Tuesday*. He said he 
was on lookout for names and ad- 
dresses indicating the bearers were 
ethnic Hazaras, Tajiks and Uzbeks 
fleeing from in a southeast arc toward 



Pakistan. 

The Taliban, like most Afghans, 
are ethnic Rashtuns. They have been 
accused of harassing and killing mi- 
norities in a sweep across 
Afghanistan that began in 1994. 

Human rights groups are con- 
cerned about the latest detentions. 

Amnesty International said it .had 
heard reports that the taliban had de- 
tained thousands of minorities and 
sent them to Kandahar, a taliban 
stronghold 450 kilometers (280 
miles) south of ICabul. 

''Any detainee who has not been 
activeiy involved in combat should be 
released inunediately,** the London- 
based human rights group said. 

The Taliban control most of the 
country, including the capital of 
Kabul. Recent victories against the 
northern-based opposition alliance, 
consisting mostly of minority ethnic 
and religious groups, have put them 
within reach of uniting aU of 
Afghaiustan under iheit: strict form of 
Islamic law. 

Walli, the guard, said about 60 
men had been sent to a jail in nearby 
Jalalabad as authorities investigated 



whether th^ were opposition fighters. 

"We sent about 1,000 others, in- 
cluding women and children, to this 
camp," he said, gesturing to 100 or so 
mud huts on a stretch of treeless 
desert 100 meters away. He would 
not let an AP photographer take any 
pictures at the camp. 

"We provide them bread and rice 
every day,"* Walli said, who like other 
guards was armed with a kalashnikov 
rifle. He said the detainees could not 
go on to Pakistan'because *tiiey have 
no money." It was not clear if they 
would .be allowed to leave the camp if 
they headed back into Afghanistan. 

Justin Codkerell, head of the In- 
ternational Red Cross delegation in 
Jalalabad, said his staff had been able 
to visit the camp and found its in- 
mates in good health. He said the UN 
Worid Fbod Program and others were 
providing food and medScine to those 
in the camp. 

Jalalabad, 50 kilometers (30 
miles) West of Pakistan, is the largest 
town on the busy highway linidng 
Kabul with Pakistan, which for 
decades has been ahaven for Alghans 
fleeing dvil war.— AP 



Taliban seek proof of 
Osama's involvement 



By Rahlmuilah Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: Reiterating that Saudi 
dissident Osama bin Laden was not 
behind the recent bomb explosions 
at the US embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania, the Taliban Islanuc move- 
ment Sunday demanded proof of his 
involvement. 

Mulla Wakil Ahmad, a senior Tal- 
iban leader, told The News from the 
movement s headquarters in Kanda- 

. - - . _ * A •* ....... 



Laden sponsored the bombings, 
lliere are probably 22 Arab countnes 
and there could be any number of 
motbes for e^qjioding the bombs in 
Kenya and 'ftaizania,* he argued. 

Mulla Wakil Ahmad, who is mem- 
ber of the powerful T^ban central 
Shura (council) and secretary to the 
movement s founder Mulla Moham- 



that Bin Laden didn't have the 
means and the power to do such a 
thing. "Our opponents are waiting 
for an excuse to blame the Taliban 
and Bin Laden," he complained. 

Moreover, a "Miban spokesman, 
Mulla Abdul Hye Mutmain, on at 
J / J .t. , , , least two occasions made it clear . 

mad^Omar, said they would take a that they didn't suspe^ in £ 

.^i!^!?iL^P-?^i!l-^^?..°^5! of involvemeht in thVbomK 



they were provided evidence that he T?r/>«» tvkv. ^ 

har, that BinUdeh was aspe<iiedi)f..: j^J)^ th^.bombings in Nairobi meKsS^^^ 1^^^^^^ 
invohrement in arts of fcprrnrism \rx " aii3 Da? es SalaaJhrHe^d't^^^^^ mentSjjtseems they are mno mood 

reports that Bin Laden recently trav, ^rf^-SS^ nr^w K^!if ^ 

A few days ago, Mulla Omar him- w^t^^^^^^ 
self had defended Bin Laden and , ^^^riwH j/i^^^^^ 
ruled out his involvement in the ^^^^^^^^^ 
bombing of the US embassies. In an ^ffg^^^^P^^.^"^"^^^^^ 
interview with The News, he had. 



1 involvement in acts of terrorism in 
the past also but- no evidence was 
produced in support of all such alle- 
gations. ■ . • 

When told that US officials had in- 
formation tentatively Unking the 
Saudi billionaire to the bombings of 
the American embassies in East 
Africa, the Taliban leader demanded 
to know details of the "information'* 
that made Bin Laden a top suspect 

The fact that an Arab national 
suspected of his involvement in the 
bomb blasts had been arrested is no 
conclusive proof that Osama bin 
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Shia groups 
unite against 
Taliban 

By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - In a bid to halt 
liie Taliban mili'iia's march on 
Bamyan, a key opposition city in 
central Afghanistan, the pro-Iran 
Shiitc groups have devised a joint 
strategy after two days of intensive 
deliberations, 

Bamyan. a stronghold of Shiitc 
factions, is currently under com- 
plete siege of Taliban forces. 

Tlie three main Shia groups, 
Hizb-i-Wahdat (Karim Khalili), 
Hizb-i-Wahdat* (Akbari) and 
Harkat-j-lslami (Mohsini). have 
formed an alliance to jointly de- 
fend the Bamyan. 

The Shiitc leaders agreed to 
form a six-member high-level su- 
pervisory council, empowered to 
take decisions on all military and 
political matters, reported 
Peshawar-based Saliaar news agen- 
cy. The council's headquarter will 
I be in Bamyan and will comprise 
Karim Khalili and Ustad Muhaqiq 
(Khalili grpup). Ustad Akbari and 
Mustafa Kazmi (Akbari group) and 

Sved AH Javcd and Gen. Anwari 
(Mohsini group). 

A se vcti-point charter of the pro- 
posed council pledges to jointly de- 
fend Bamyan and strive to main- 
tain law and order situation in the 
area. It also resolved that collective 
measures would be taken to trans- 
form the newly-formed alliance 
into a party, comprising all mcm- 
. bers of the council. . 

In an interview with the Sahaar 
news agency, a spokesman of the 
council. AH Moradi, said the for- 
marion of supervisory council 
would prove to be a good omen for 
the Shia community of 
Afghanistan. 'The formation of the 
Council is not against the already 
existing opposition alliance. Rather 
it will work in collaboration with 
the Northern Allijince to resist the 
Islamic Militia's advances,** said 
Muradi. 

He claimed thai Tbliban had ar- 
rested about 25(X) •^innocent" peo- 
ple during the last week and taken 
them away Co undisclosed location. 

Although his claim was not con- 
finned by any other source, but re- 
ports coming from across the bor- 
der suggested that as a precaution- 
ary measure, Talibaii authorities 
had taken into custody some peo- 



asked as to how it was possible for a 
man- who had taken refuge in 
Afghanistan to sponsor bomb explo- 
sions in distant Africa. He maintained 
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Documents ' 
reveal Indian^ 
Iranian links 
with Dostam 



^ By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - Indian govern- 
ment's links with anti-Taliban 
Northern Alliance have been dis- 
covered following the seizure of 
certain top secret documents by 
the student miliiia, during search 

; of the oH'ices of Uzbek warlord 
Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum in 
northern Afghanistan.. 

TaJiban have also seized a doc- 

• ument wherein, Dostum has made 
an [ urgent appeal* to Uzbek ^ 

. President Islam Karimov to immcr ' 
diately scnd-hin\J*2 million US 

.dpilar. ■ ;.. ■ . ■ ; 

, ^Taliban sources; "who are in 
possession of photocopier of somc^ 
of the seized .documcnuV reveded » 
that 'these- >yexe. fq"n4j0itj)Cr0f- 
ccs of key opposition IcarfcFs, 
during the mjliiia's march, on . 

Mazar-t-Sharif, Shaberghan :aridj' 
Maimana. '.airport, in. . Faryab' 
province. , ■ , V 7 

; "Probably the rapid fall of key 
opposition strongholds to the miJi-S 
tia in northern Afghanistan did h6{ 
give them enough tirrie to destroy 
these highly confidential ddcu; 

ments/ a .source informed .this 

, •• •• •.*•.•»••• • 

scnt)e.. , ^ • ; ... . 

:These documents, .which, im'-,. 
mediately after seizure were sc^nt; 
to iTaljban*^ • headquarters 'li|i. 
Kandahflir/pr. further scrutiny an,d; 
analysis, .reveal .active invplyel , 
meni of -.-India, . Uzbekistan,;. 
Tajikxstan,,^.. Iran and .Russian. 
Fcderation ii^ Afghanistan. » ' . *; 

; These documents also includes » 
a tetter ih<; Iqdian. ambassador to. 
Turkmenistan wrote to Uzbek, 
warlord Rashid Dostum, inform- 
ing him.tha^ his government has 
already sent "material support" to 
'him * ' *' '* *" *'~"^ '.^ -v* 

. Another lOQ-page docymentr. 
.recovered fn^m Matinana airbase 
in Faryab province, contains' de-' 
tailed information about the nature 
of cargo, destination and flights 
schedule of Iranian cargo plane 
from Mashhad :to Maimana; 
Shcberghattr • Faryabr Tdkhar, 
Bamyan . and ' Mazar-i-Sharif. > 
largely carrying military hardware 
from Iran to the opposition forces* 
in northern Afghanistan, v-:. 
j^. rIranian AH-32-type transport 
'-plane, during the last 14 months^ 
'made 788 flights; 318 to Maimana'/ 
and 470 to the rest of kty'dtjes' in; 
northern Afghanistan!. • ' 

In 19 days, 5000 crates full .of 
military logistics were transported 
to Maimana only froni the Iranian 
city Mashad. . \ < 
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More aid workers 
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By Rahlmollah Yusmzai 

PESHAWAR: As expected, the US 
struck in Afighanistan Thursday night 
with af least five jnissOe attacks In 
Kixost and Jalalabad to destroy Saudi 
dissident Osaina Bin Laden's bases. 
However, Taliban spokesmen 
claimed Bin Laden had survived the 
attack. 

The attadc ^vas launched between 
9.20 and 9.45 pm, barely half an 
hour after a Bin Laden confidant, Dr 
Ayman Al-Zawahiri, spoke on satel- 
lite phone with this correspondent 
"from somewhere in Afghanistan." At 
that time, Dr Al-Zawahiri said Bin 
Laden was safe and sound. 

There was great confusion earlier 
whether it was an air raid by Ameri- 
can jet-fighters or a missile attack. 
Taliban officials were unaware if it 
was a missile or air attack. However, 
ft was later confirmed that Toma- 
hawk Cruise missile, were fired from. 
- American ships in the Arabian Sea. * 
These missiles are known for their 
accuracy and long range, up to 2000 
kilometres. ^1 

Afulla Abdul Hye Mutmain, a Tal- 
iban spokesman in Kandahar in 
southwestern Afghanistan, also 
thought it ^-as an attack by US jet- 
fi^ters. He informed that the piai\es 
attacked two or three places in Khost 
and also Jalalabad. "The Americans 
failed to hit their targets. Osama Bin 
Laden is safe and the casualties are 

not as high as we expected in such 
attacks. We are still waiting for de- 
tails about the number of people 
killed and lx\Jured," he said. 

Mutmain, who is head of the in« 
formaxton department in Kandahar 
which serves as headquarters of the 
l^iban Islamic Movement, said their 
jet-figltfcis would have tried to tackle 
the Intruding American planes had 
the military airbases at Khost and 
Jalalabad been operationaL "We can- 
not be oi-erawed by such attacks. JVe 
know how to defend our country,* he 
stressed. 

Information was hard to get as 
Taliban leaders were not traceable, 
and those who were accessible and 
awake at that time in the night said 
they themselves were waiting for de- 
tails of the air strikes and damage 
caused in Khost and Jalalabad. The 

news was first broken by the CNN 
and, thereafter, began a scramble for 
bits and pieces of infonnation from a 
war-ravaged country like Afghanistan 
where the communication system is 
almost non-existent 



Prior to confirmation of reports 
that It was a Cruise missile attack, 
there was speculation as to how the 
US jet-fjghters made their way to 
Khost, which is in southern 
Af ghardstan on the border ^with Pak- 
istanis North Waziristan agency, and 
Jalalabad, capital of Nangarhar 
province in eastern Afghanistan bor- 
dering Khyber and Kurram agencies 
in Paldstan. Some reports at tl^ time' 
said the planes flew from US ships 
and took the Gwadar route to enter 
southern Afi^tanistan and bomb tar- 
gets in Khost and Jalalabad. There 
were also speculation whether the 
Americans used bases in the regicHi, 
ranging from those in the Gulf to 

Central Asia, to reach Afghanistan. It 
was also pointed out that the ad- 
vanced US jet-fighters can reftiel In 
the air and, thus, flying from a distant 
place wasn't an insurmountable 
problem. 

It was also pointed out that send- 
ing jet-fighters to Afghanistan over- 
flying Pakistan in a politically volatile 
area was frau^ with risks. 

l^ban and Pakistani sources said 
the Khost airfield and some of its sur- 
rounding area was destroyed by the 
missile attack: The Al-Badr camp 
near the Pakistan border in Khost 
where Bin Laden held his news con- 
ference in May and where he report- 
edly spent lot of time, was also said 
to have been attacked* So were the 
Zhawar camp belonging to former 
mti^ahideen commander Mulla 
.^alaluddin Haqqani, ail in Khost All 
these bases were built during the 
''Jehad** against the Soviet occupation 

in Afghanistan and were used for 
keeping troops, maintaining stock- 
piles of arms, and training fighters. 

However, Khost governor Mulla 
Abdullah said Khost airport wasn't 
attacked and the Zhawar and other 
bases which were targeted escaped 
dam^e. 

In Nangarhai; the target was said 
to be the Hadda farm near Jalalabad 
where Bin Laden lived in a newly- 
buiit house In a colony which also 
housed Hezb-i-Islami chief Mulla 
Tunis Khalls and other mujahideen 
leaders. Bin Laden took reftige in 
Jalalabad when he came to 
Afghanistan in May 1996 fr;om 
Sudan, It was reported that a house 
belonging to late mnjahideen com- 
mander Engineer Mahmood was the 
target of the missfle attack. It appar- 
ently wasn't Some casualties re- 
portedly occurred in the missOe at- 
tack on Jalalabad. 



Taliban acciisea. of 'ethiuc massacre 



MOSCOV^^Russia on Thursday ac- 
cused Af^hardstan*s TsLllbaii'inilitia 
of comrrdttihg an ""ethnic znassacre* 
in capturing an ' opposition : 
strohghc^dand called on the inter- 

: iiational cotiimunity to intervene in 

. the conflict r.? ' : . . v ' . 
First Deputy 'Fbreign. Minister 

Boris P&stukiiov toid the IT^-Xi^SS 
news agency that Russia had aslced 



• the ^temational community to do 
' everything it could to stop the *eth- 

■ rucmassacre* organised by the radi- ' 
..cal Islamic militia .when it.oyierran 

the northern dty^ of Mazar-i-Sharif 

Saturday. . 

* "We have reliable information 
and refugee testimony on what went 

ion in the city and details from 
refugees," PastukhoY sald,r- AFR. 



ISLAM^\BAD: More aid worker left 
Afghanistan Sunday in the wake of 
the US attack. 

Red Cross workers arriving In 
Pakistan from the southern Afglian 
city of Kandahar refused to speak to 
newsmen as tliey bundled enough 
luggage for a long stay into trucks. 

Oliver DuTT, Head of the Interna- 
tional Red Cross delegation, said the 
reduction of his staff in Kandahar 
and tlic Afghan capital of Kabul was 
temporary 'pending a change In the 
situatioir. Durr said 18 workers 
were evacuated Sunday, nine each 
from Kandahar and Kabul. It was not 
immediately clear how many stayed 
l)ehind to run Red Cross hospitals 
there. 

Kabul was reported quiet Sunday 
after anti-Western demonstrations 
S^^day. Also Saturday, demonstra- 
tors shouting anti-foreigner slogans 
destroyed the offices of a Medical 
aid group in the far western city of 
Herat No juries were reported. 

A march Friday in Jalalabt*^d, 



about 60 miles east of Kabul, also 
turned violent, with protesters 
throwing bricks at UN offices. UN of- 
ficials said a fire set in the melee 
heavily damaged the building. No 
one was Iryured because the ofBces 
were dosed at the time- 

The United Nations pulled non- 
Afghan staff out of Jalalabad, Kabul 
and Herat. UN workers also re- 
treated to tlie Pakistani capital of I3- 
lanutbad from Peshawar. 

Tlie exodus of foreign aid work- 
ers from various agencies comes 
from a country reduced by years of 
civil war to one of the poorest and 
most heavily mhted in the world. 

UN spokeswoman Sarah Russell 
said her organizations food, medical 
and de-mining programs were con- 
tinuing under ^ghan staif. 

But she acknowledged problems 
could arise as food and medicine ran 
out. 'At tlie nx^nent, people have got 
eiu>ugh suppTies to keep going. It*s 
so unpredictable. It's extremely hard 
to plan," Russell said.— AP 
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Taliban capture 
Luna missiles 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR :The Taliban are claim- 
ing to have laid iheic hands for the 
first time on Russian-made Luna 
missiles after having captured the 
K^aii valley in Baghlan province in 
northern Afghanistan. 

Mulla KhairuHah Khairkhwa, 
Afghanistan's interior minister and. 
head of the Taliban political com- 
mission for northern Afghanistan, 
said the long-range Luna missiles 
were dumped in the valley held by 
the bmaili militia head Syed Man- 
soor Naderi and his US-educated 
son, Syed Jaffar Naderi, who was 
also deaigmtsd as governor of Bagh- 
lan province. 

A Taliban spokesman in Kanda- 
har, Mulla AMul Hye Mutmain, said 
the Taliban captured a huge quantity 
of arms and ammunition and heavy 
weapons from the Kayan valley He 
said the Taliban subsequently took 
control of a string of valleys near 
Kayan and Doshi, including Askar, 
Tarmash, Dahna-i-Ghauri, Kam- 
porab, Dashtak, Zarghi, Qalanguzar 
and Wadu. 



Taliban take 



over last^,,^^ 
Jumbush base 

By ALMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - The last temtoty 
under Ihc influence of Junibu$h-i- 
Milli Afghanistan in Baghlan 
province also fell to the Taliban 
fighters between the night of 
Sunday and Monday. 

The students militia occupied 
the Kayan area of the province af- 
ter-facing a tough, resistance on 
Sunday night, thc^Sahaar News 
Agency reported. 

The Kayan militia' led by 
General Masnbor Nadri could not 
face the Taliban onslaught and fled 
to Darra Sauf of Samangan 
province- 
General Nadir had the support 
of some 30.000 I$maiUs in the area 
and W8^ cnjoyiiig thc.status of the , 
::xeligiou& head of the sect in Kayan. - 
-During thcf pericJd'of Dr?Najecb 
in Afgiwtstan, the honorary ranjc 
of - gcpcrai was .'conferred on 
Mansoor Nadri and he remained 

' the "deputy" of Jumbush-i-Milli 
chief General Rashecd^Do5mm.for 
quite a l<mg time. * ^ '\ J ^' . 

On the other hand; Jafar Nadn. 
the sotx of General "Mansbor Nadri 
bad also taken refuge in 'Hyikistan 
a few days ago. Hc.was the eover- 
noc of Baghlan province during 
Rabbani's regime in Kabul.' 

With the .fall -^of ; Kayan to 
Taliban, the last i«$ort of Jumbush- 
i-Milli in Afghanistan has also 
gone into- the hands jOf hardline 

Islamic militia. According to latest 
report the Taliban officials arc in a 
♦meeting with the Hizbc Wahdat 
representatives on Monday ni'ghl. 
•They arc-reported to have demand- 
ed a safe entry to Bamiyan. 

NNI adds; Taliban on Monday 
overran a sUategic pass north of 
Kabul and captured a cache of 
arm* and ammunilioni • official 
Afghan nc^a agency Bakhtar ic-. 
ports 

The Taliban troops laimched of- 
fensive against Hizb-e-Wahdal 
foTcc5 earlv in tlK morning and 
captured "Qiyam Pass" 120 north 
of the capital, the neu-s agency re- 
ported. The rival Hizb-e-Wahdat 
forces had to retreat from the pass, 
dose to Bamiyan province, con- 
trolled by Hjzb-e-Wahdat. No inde- 
;pei«lcnt conftrmation was avail- 
labie of ^c Taliban claim. . 

Afghan women 
allowed to work 

ISLAMABAD: The Taliban au- 
thorities have permitted Afghan 
women to work in hospitals and 
schools in the country. 

An Australian relief worker ^ 
Robin Makarthy, who has been : 
expelled from Kandahar, said the 
Taliban officials have softened 
their earlier strict policies. Voice 
of America reported. 

He said girls schools have 
been opened in Kandahar and 
Afghan women have been al- 
lowed to work in hospitals.— 
APP 
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Taliban ready to 
hold talks with US 



~' Bufvau Report 

PESHAWAR: The Taliban Islamic 
Movement has said it was ready to 
hold talks with any country, includ- 
ing the US, oh all issues. 

Reacting to stories carried out 
by certain news agencies that the 
supreme Taliban leader Mulla Mo- 
hammad. Omar had ruled out talks 
with the US after the August 20 air 
strike on Afglianistan, a senior Tal- 
iban leader Mulla Wakil Ahmad told 
The News that their government be- 
lieved in keeping the channels of 
communication open to resolve out- 
standing t issues. **Reaching an 
agreement on issues, including the 
one concerning Osama bin Laden, 
is something different. But refusing 
talks is not part of our policy," he 
argued. . 

Mulla Omar had been quoted as 
saying in earlier reports that the US 
must regret the attack and pay com- 
pensation befote talks could be held 
with it. 

Malta Wakil said the T^iban-led 
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan was 
still committed to allowing Osama 
bin Laden to stay in Afghanistan as 
a guest and there was no question 
of handing him over to the US. 
**How can we hand him over to the 
US when there is no evidence 
against his . involvement in the 
bombings at the US embassies in 
Kenya and l^mzania? Moreover, we 
don*t have diplomatic ties with the 
US and Aiighanistan doesn't have an 
extradition treaty with any country 



of the world. If evidence was made 
available to us, we could consider 
trying Osama bin Laden in a court 
of law in Afghanistah,** he ex- 
piained. 

Mulla Wakil argued that it was 
strange that the US launched an at- 
tack on Osama bin Laden before 
coming up with any evidence link- 
ing him to the Nairobi and Dar es 
Salam. It is just a cover-up of the 
failures of the American intelligence 
agencies and Osama is being made 
a scapegoat 

The Taliban leader said one 
m^'or proof of the Afghan govern- 
ment's positive attitude towards 
neighbouring and other countries 
was the recent arrival of an Iranian 
diplomat in Kandahar to meet the 
78 Iranians arrested in Afghanistan, 
ihcludiiig those '^caught recently 
after the fall of Mazar-i-Sharif in 
northern Afghanistan. "A second 
Iranian delegation would be coming 
to Kandahar soon. We want to re- 
solve our problems with Iran peace- 
fully," he said. However, he termed 
it wrong that some Iranian prison- 
ers would be freed by the Taliban as 
a gesture of goodwill when the Ira- 
nian delegation next comes to Kan- 
dahar. 

Mulla Wakil informed that the 
US delegation in Islamabad had pre- 
sented certain papers to 
Afghanistan's embassy Tuesday. He 
expressed his ignorance about the 
contents of the letter and said the 
foreign ministry would reply to the 
letter once it was discussed. 



Osama vows not to strike 
us from Af ehan soil 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Exiled 
Saudi dissident Osama bin Laden 
has promised noc to threaten the 
United Slates or any other country 
while he is in Afghanistan. Taliban 
leader MuIJah Mohammad Omar 
was quoted Monday as saying. 

The Afghan Islamic Press quot- 
ed Omar as saying' bin Laden 
'-made the pledge after the Taliban 
chief voiced displeasure Sunday 
over reported threats against the 
US following its missile attacks in 
Afghanistan. 

. "We asked him to refrain from 
such activities and Osama bin 
Laden has accepted our advice and 
promised to abide by it,** the 
Pakistan-based agency quoted 
Omar as saying. 

Omar said in Che past bin Laden 
had been clearly told not to engage 
in any political or military activi- 
ties from Afghan soil. 

His **threatcning statements" 
following the US attack were a vi- 
olation of that commitment, Omar 
said, speaking from the headquar- 
ters of the Islamic militia at 



Kandahar in southern 
Afghanistan. 

-•'-But Washington's UN ambas- 
sador cast doubt on the Taliban 
commitment. 

"We're a little doubtful that's 
the case/ Ambassador BTII 
Richardson told CHK' 

"l went to Afghanistan to talk to 
the Taliban some months ago to 
try to get them to extradite bin 
Laden at the very least, and not let 
him engage in political or terrorist 
activities," Richardson said. 

"Needless to say the Taliban 
didn't fulfill that commitment.'* 

The US accuses the exiled 
Saudi millionaire of being behind 
the August 7 US embassy bomb 
blasts in Nairobi and Dar es 
Salaam that killed 257 people, in- 
cluding 12 Americans, 

The United States launched 
cruise missile attacks Thursday on 
bases inside Afghanistan which it 
said were linked to bin Laden. 
Washington simultaneously 
bombed an alleged chemical- 
weapons factory in Sudan. 



Taliban capture 
800 Ismaili 
militiamen 

F.R Report ">S:dS2G 

PESHAWAR - Taliban Tuesday 
arrested 800 troops of General 
Mansoof Nadcri. head of the 
Ismaili militia at Qian Darra in 
Baghlan province. 

The strategic Darra {pass), 
which fell to the student mifitia on 
Monday, has opened for Taliban 
forces another important corridor 
10 the Central Bamyan province, 
which now has come well within 
their striking distance. 

The militia also captured a huge 
depot of sophisticated arms and 
ammunition, reported the 
Peshawar- based Sahar News 
Agency. 

Relative calm was reported 
from the frotitBncs across the war- 
baitcrcd country, the agency said, 
adding that Taliban were preparing 
for an offensive on Shiilc Afghan 
heartland, the Bamyan province. 



NGOs staff asked not 



to visit refugee camps 



By Ismail Xfian 

PESHAWAR: In the backdrop of mis- 
sile attack on Afghanistan and the re- 
sultant anger against the US and its 
Western allies, the Afghan Refugee 
Commissionerate has asked expatri- 
ots associated with international re- 
lief agencies to avoid visiting the 
Afghan refugee camps and tribal 
areas. 

"You are hereby informed once 
again in writing that the movements 
of foreign expatriot staff engaged 
with your respective NGOs may 
please be restricted to the offices 
only and avoid visits to Afghan 
refugee camps and tribal areas due 
to critical situation till further order," 
said a circular issued to all heads of 
the international relief agencies by 
the deputy commissioner, Afghan 
Refugee Commissionerate. 

* We don't want any harm come 
to the aid workers, when tlie tempers 



are running so high," said a senior 
official of the refugee commissioner- 
ate which monitors and oversees the 
refugee-related affairs in Pakistan in- 
cluding matters relating to the 
NGOs. "We don't want the repeat of 
attack on UN officials in Kabul," said 
the official who did not want to be 
named. The UN deputy military at- 
tache, Lt Col Carmine Calo was 
killed and his French colleague 
wounded when shot at by unidenti- 
fied gunmen in the Afghan capital. 
Taliban later claimed to have ar- 
rested the attackers who, they said, 
would be put on trial in the special 
military court 

There are a total of 82 foreign 
and Afghan NGOs Including Western 
and Islamic relief organisations. 
Most of the expatriot staff associated 
with the agencies have already left 
Peshawar either for Islamabad or 
their respective coumtries after the 
August 20 missile attack on sus- 



pected terrorist camps in Khost in 
southern Afghanistan. 

Arabs associated with the 11 Is- 
lamic NGOs said, the move was likely 
to affect their operations in refugee 
camps. **We don't know what is 
going to happen if the expatriates 
are stopped from visiting the 
camps," said an Arab aid worken Ihe 
commissionerate official, however, 
said the orders were not applicable 
to the Islamic NGOs. **They have 
nothing to worry about," said the of- 
ficial. 

The order has also sparked fears 
among the 106-member small Arab 
community in Peshawar of an im- 
pending crackdown. Officiids both in 
the NWFP Home Department and 
Afghan Refugee. Commissionerate 
deny this was the case. 

Piikistan is home to an estimated 
1 .5 million Afghan refugees, most of 
whom rely on assistance from the in- 
ternational aid agencies. 
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Mulla Omar says 
Clinton should be 
stoned to death 



ISLAMABAD: The leader of 
Afghanistan's I^iban army Mulla 
Mohammed Omar said US Presi- 
dent BiD Clinton should be stoned 
to death for his Indiscretions in- 
volving women other than his 
wife, Recording to a weekly news- 
paper published by the Islamic 
group, Harkatul Ansar. 

The US administration last year 
declared this group a terrorist organ- 
isation. 

The newspaper, quoting Omar, 
said ''Clinton is a confessed sinner 
and a bad person." 

-Rdljng out tlie possibility of hold- 
ing negotiations witli Clinton,. Omar 
was quoted as saying "it is absolutely 
not possible to negotiate with such a 
person and he should be removed 
(from power) and stoned to death. He 
is of bad character." 

Referring to tlie August 20 missQe 
attack on eastern Afghanistan by the 
United States, the newspaper quoted 
Omar as demanding an apology from 
the US administration, "America 
should apolo©se to tlie world of Islam 
and should remove its forces from 
Muslim countries," the newspaper 
quoted Omar as sayiz^g. — AP 
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he bustling town of 
Akon Kha'ttak, about 
130 kilometres from 
Islaniabad on the 
hutonc road to Peshawar, is , 
seldotn-out of mention. In 
folkior^ it is mentioned for the 
iegendary Pnshto poet Khushal 
Khan Khattak whose great 
grandfather lent hi.^ name to it. It 
is thought of as a stronghold of 
Pixhtoon nationalists in / 
discussions on Pakistani politics. 
And for students of islamic 
theology. 'Akora^IQjattak is , 
known as Dcoband Sani or- ' 
second Deoband - because of 
Danil'UMJlum Haqganta. .: • 
Ilaqqania is eponymotis to a 
saintly nun. late Maulana Abdul 
HzQ who founded it in ' •'- ' • 
September 1947. It was in focus 
this past week as its students 
were gone on very unusual 
holidays: they were given a 
brea< from their strenuous 
studies *0 take part in- Jihud. 

Of its 2000 students or 
Taliban, about 60 percent arc 
Afghans who went to their war- 
ravaged country to help their 
government establish iu writ on _ 
.the recently captured areas in the deserted 
north. 

Afghanistan'^ ruling Taliban 
militia made stunning gains 
early :his month against its 
beleaguered opposition in the 
notth. capturing its strongholds 
of Mazar-i-Sharif. Talogan 
Samangan and few districts in 
Bad3kh.^R province, base of 

. the ousted president ' . 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

In the backdrop of these win.<i 
Taliban needed additional men 
to consolidate their hold. X ' 
fomul request was made to the 
mahttgcmcni of.Haqqania"by , 
none else than (he Ameerul 
^^oninecn MuDa Mohammad 
Omar hzmself.Tb^ paramount 
leader requested the Afghan 
student of Piaqqania to fortify 
the Taliban ranics. < ' 



request, administrators 
various madrasas in the NWF? 
held a meeting at Haqqania 
towards the end of July and 
decided to break off for / 

vacations so js to allow ihcir his studies." an Afghan cleric 
Afghail students to return to . sitting nearby chipped in. 
Afghanistan and strengthen the Maulvi Saeed Rchman 
.ranks 'of the Taliban mililia who Haqqani. T^iliban ambassador to 
routed their bppositon Northern Islamabad; Maulvi Kabir, vice 
Alliance and captured large president Taliban Shura 
swathes of territory. . (councif) and governor «5 

Following the meeting. . Jalalabad; Maulvi Moharaniad 
representatives of the Taliban Hasan Rehmani. governor 
government visited Haaqania Kandbar. Maulvi Abdul M>nan 
and addressed Afghan .«udcats Niazi, governor Mazar-i-Sharif 
there, subsequently most of and interior minister Khairullah 
them volunteered to go back to .Khairkhwa, Anvi*arul Haq lists 
their homeland to help their as some of the very known 
government in whatever "[^Hban who have graduated 

capacity they could. Haqqania from the madrasa. "I do not 
remained closed for over a exactly remenibcr who was or 
week. , was not our student but around 

The others ise 'modest madra.53 90 percent of the Taliban are 
c:»mpus is given prominence by fohner or present Haqqaniaos " 
a grand mosque, which on (he 
rest of its three sides is 
surrounded by rows of rooms of 
variou.t departments. Qyieincss 
now loomed over the campus. . 
Class rooms, with mats .ind one 
or two, broken gla:is panes in 
doors and windows, were 



republics arc still sticking to 
their defunct communist ideals. 



their rule over Afghanistan. **Hc 
(Mullah Omar) remained here 

for swnc time, though he did not They will not allow Islam to 
graduate." recollects Anwaml ' spread.** Haq says. He says ^ 
Haq. "He will return to complete students from these states sneak 

out of their Countries cross t]ie 
Oxus into Afghanistan and - 
finally make it to relgious 
schools across Pakistan. ^. 
' Thchandfulof Central Asian 
stiideht-s in Haqqania. about 60 
in all, have in fact reversed what 
history- tells about the exotic 
region. For Muslims in the . . ^ 
ilndian sub'Conuneut Bbkiiar?u' 
Samarkand and Tashkent had 
stood for great seats of learning 
in the medieval Islamic era. 
names which today arouse 
nostalgic feelings. For ages 
Muslims from the subcontinent 
had travelled to Central Asia for 
knowkxigc. Centuries later the tide 
is flowing the other way round. 

'*Sincc 1992, Taliban from the 
Central Asia are being enrolled 
in madrasas in Pakistan," says 
Maulana Wisal Khan, who 
supervises Darul ul Ulum 
Haqqania's academic affairs. 
And while in Pakistan they 



Some activitys?vas going on in 

Darul BJit^inam or the 
administration office. There is 
no furniture in ilic room except 
for the two tables just high 
enough to enable' iie clerks to, 
lean on while they squat cross-^- 
legged on the floor with rug 
spread over iL Pillows are lined 
up against walls of the room 



jvith no chairs Clerks and isia„,iVNaW Mohammadi-' 
visitors sit on the mat putting off , 

"They regrouped themselves 



he claims'. Once gradutatcd. 
former Haqqanians suffix 
Haqani to their names, ib keep 
and association with their alma 
mater. . . 

' Anwarul Haq julcs out that , 

Taliban propped up on the scene face all odds - new language. 
. overnight '.'All .of them ..... different eating habits and 
(Taliban) were engaged in jihad learning of a religion they do not 
ever since Soviet troops set their know much of.- But pushed by 
Ifeet on the Afghaascnl but were zeal they arc undcttcrcd. 
' then "illign^Kl widiione or the ' - i Pursuit of religious knowledge 
'other iroup fighting the"' ' •'■ by the Central Asian students 
. invasion,** Haq says, MuUa and Taliban's strong coiinections 
^Rablini and a reiK)wncd Taliban with Haqqania have political 
-commajldex late Mulla Boijffli outpourings. Taliban's mctisboc— 
were associated with Hizb-e- • rise to power from Kandhar to ' 
Islami (Younus Khalis faction) the exclusion of all other 
and Mulla Mohammad Omar factions in Afghanistan, has 
was a partyman of the Harkat-e; been a source of concern for io 

Central Asian- neighbours. Tb^ 
fear a spill over of Taliban 
influence into their borders. Bvt 



their shoes at the door. The room 

l"^?^,'T"^^n°^'^f into ait TaUban movement when Anwanil H« disajirces. TIct 
SrSlcrofT'^d,.^ ' .bey felt.Ie,der5hip.«f those. . (CcotraJ A«2iSf fS^tocSl 
Sa^t'rr-J^^rtfm^Lio- P.«ni=?>»fi«htii«f«PO«" strife .ohe.t up in 



that has managed to. creep in to 
the setting is a telephone, h 

Maulana Anwarul Haq, whose 
late father established the 



alone.** AnwaruI Haq says. Afghanistan. Which will not be 
A group of rosy cheeked ibe case. Taliban do not believe 
Taliban rustled into Anwanil in these things," he maintains. 
Haq's office, all squatting along Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and 



T- .» t.-^- »^ \^ f A , mstitution Ls Haqqaniais real 
^^l^^^'^'^'t^.'^ adrnmistrator while his older 
Sl*^lTth! ??i"'^^«>^* brother Maulana Samiul Haq. 
^^.ifJr^t^^lilvfif^" chief of his own faction of ^ 

S±S ^i^Tj^«f .h^J^ • H J'^i^l"^ Ulcma^-Islami (JUL 
capmrcd Samangan they need - j). maintains the figurative title 
rebgioualy educated and good Haqqania's patron in chief. 
Mu-slim individuals to help them c:.,-;; :„ , -I,^^, !^ nl" / 
establish p«ace and n.n ' Sitting in a .omer of Ocru/ 



.^ministrative affain in tlie 
newly g^ncd areas. Those 
willing should report to the 
Taliban headquarters in 
Kandahar." . 



Ehtemam. Anwarul Haq takes 
pride in the large number of 
former Haqqanians who now are 



the walls. They arc ftom Xhe 
Central Asian Republics 
(CARS).** Anwaiul Haq says. 
The office clerks were making 
their count to pay .them 1.00 
each, their mcKiest monthly 
stipend." 

The Amu Darya (Oxus river) 
forms the border between 
Afghanistan and the three 
Central Asian Republics of 
TuHonenistan. Uzbekistan and 



Russia's persistent annoyance, 
with Pakistan over the Taliban 
.phenomenon may account for 
the presence of students from 
thenc sfate^n maiJaaris here. 

But Haqc^ia is never lo close 
its dodrs on those who come to 
learn and serve the cause of 
Islam. At the height of Russian 
invasion, in Afghanistan, > 
Haqqania was the hotbed of 
Mnjahidccn activities, fighting 



Taliban take over Tagab, 
advance towards Bagram 



By Behroz Mian 

PESHAWAR: Breaking the defence 
lines of the opposition alliance in 
Najrab district of Kapisa province 
Sunday, TWiban Islamic movement 
forces are advancing towards 
Bagram air base. 

Taliban sources claimed fresh 
victories in the north of Kabul in 
Sunday s fighting as their forces 
moved into T^gab, taloD'ig complete 
control of the district which gives 
access to Mahmud-e-Eraqi in the 
north, the provincial capital of 
Kapisa and Bagram airbase in the 
west, still controlled by former de- 
fence minister of Afghanistan, 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 



The" control of the hilltops in 
Tagab and Najrab over-looking 
Bagram by l^ban gives an edge to 
thestudeht militia and bring the air- 
base In the range of their rockets. 
TWiban recently* destroyed an oppo^ 
sition plane which tried to land at 

Bagram airbase during a night op- 
eration. 

**Our forces have evicted the op- 
position from Tagab and are ad- 
vancing towards Mailimud-e-Eraqi. 
The defence line of Nsurab has been 
broken after a fierce figliting," said 
Abdul Ahad Jehangirwal, one of 1^- 
iban spokesman in Kandaliar. 

Taliban forces, Jehangirwal 
claimed have also captured six posts 



from the opposition and were tight- 
ening the noose around the provin- 
cial capital of Kapisa.. Another Tal- 
iban source ill Peshawar daimed the 
capture of Mahmud-e-Eraqi is now 
almost certaiji after the defences of 
Nsurab have been overrun. However, 
Taliban claims could not be con- 
firmed by the opposition sources- 

It is for the first time that Tal- 
iban forces have been able to encir- 
cle Bagram airbase firom U\e west as 
the students militia had twice va- 
cated' the area since September 
1996. 



Tajikistan. Many of the students the Sa:tr H^volution. z 
even get drowned while crossing Maulana Abdul Haq ujtcd to 
this river. Haqqania's address batches of Mujabideco 

management claims it hai before they could leave for 

A fghanistan to fight aginst 
Soviet army. Haqqania, says 
Anwani] Haq, was mariced with 
a red s'poc on the Pakisuni map 
maintained by the Soviets. 

By the rise of Taliban from its 
modest class nsonis. Haqqania 
may prove to the students* 
movement what &on was to the 
British army when it .tcofod a win 
agoint the ftench at Waicrlon i 
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Cultivation of poppy on the increase in 
Afghanistan, UNDCP study reveals 



ISLAMABAD (APP) - "Poppy 
cultivation showed a rising trend 
in Afghanistan as compared to 
previous year and it needs sus- 
tainable 'international action 
against illicit drug production." 

According to the United 
Nation International Drugs 
Programme (UNDCP) study in 
1998, 74 districts in )5 
provinces are cultivating poppy 
crop. The main reasons pointed 
out by the study tor this geo- 
graphical expnn.*iion in poppy 
cultivation nrc. still unknown. 

The study recommended to ad- 
dress the issues of interest to their 
development agenda including 
poverty, health, gender and envi- 
ronment and other alternative de- 
velopment plans, enforcement of 
law demand reduction initiatives 
and other steps. 

This study seeks to explore the 
factors that facilitate the process 
of expansion in the context of 
Afghanistan, including increasing 
vulnerability, scnucrcd land hold- 
ings, land tenure nrrnngcmcnis, 
reverse conditionality. and the ac- 
tivities of traffickers and their in- 
termediaries. 

It is anticipated that by further- 
ing our understanding of the pro- 
cess by which households enter 
into drug crop cultivation it will 
be possible to better target alterna- 
tive development initiatives in or- 
der to satisfy both conventional 
development and drug control ob- 
jectives,. 

f*rior lb 1998 there had been no 



reports of poppy cultivation in 
Logar province and reports of 
only insignificant amounts re- 
stricted to Qarghayi district. 
Laghman province. 

By mid April 1998 poppy had 
been found in 10 villages out of a 
total of 54 villages surveyed in 
Azro district. There was no evi- 
dencc to suggest that these vil- 
lages had cultivated poppy prior 
to 1998. 

In Mchtarlam district 24 vil- 
lages were found to be cultivating 
poppy. Key informants indicate 
ttiat pop]>y cuUivntion h relatively 
insignificant ii) the majority of 
these villages with one or two 
households cultivating less than 
one jerih each. 

The results from the UNDCP 
Annual Opium Poppy Survey in- 
dicate that 69.5 Jeribs of opium 
poppy were cultivated in 
Methtarlam this year, representing 
only 1.2% of the total cultivable 
land in those villages cultivating 
opium poppy. Village cultivation 
was found to range Iron) one half 
of one jcrib\o ]OJfribs. 

The highest intensity of opium 
poppy cultivation was in Bazal 
where 15 per cent of total village 
cultivable land was dedicated to 
poppy crop. ' 

Although poppy eultivotion has 
been reported in the districts of 
Alingar and Alisheng in Lagham 
it was not possible to visit these 
two districts due to security con- 
straints. 

' ■• According to the study interde- 



pendent nature of labour markets 
and commercial trade between 
districts* combined with cross dis- 
trict ethnic and family links, has 
led to a high degree of exposure to 
poppy cultivation in both Lagham 
and Logar. 

The prevalence of (opium) 
poppy in Hisarak, Shcrzad and 
Khogiani and the labour intensive 
nature of the poppy harvest would 
seem to have provide significant 
employment opportunities tor mi- 
grant labourers from Azro and 
other districts. However, for those 
migrants who were willing to 
travel further a field the climatic 
variations between (i) Sbinwar,^ 
(ii) Sukhurud and Khogiani (iii)" 
Sherzad and (iv) Hisarak offer the 
opportunity of security two 
months employment harvesting 
poppy. 

Respondents indicated that har- 
vesting requires a degree of expe- 
rience lo optimise the yield of the 
opium. 

Identifying capsules. ready for 
lancing requires squeezing each 
capsule between thumb and fore- 
finger. To the inexperienced the 
difference between a ripe and an 
unripe capsule would appear neg- 



ligible. Lancing too early is 
thought to significantly affect the 
final yield. 

The poppy harvesters inter- 
viewed argued thai insufficient in- 
come earning opportunities had 
prompted them to search lor work 
in the poppy fields. All those in- 
terviewed were cither landless or 
had insufficient land to satisfy 
their subsistence. 

It was argued that the high cost 
of food items, clothing and 
medicines in Afghanistan, grow- 
ing household sizes and a lack of 
on-fnrm and off-farm income 
earning opportunities had led to 
increasing expenditures and dwin- 
dling incomes. 

Some respondents in Laghman 
suggested that the district admin- 
istrator, the Woliswol, had given 
them sanction to cultivate poppy 
in 1997 but had not made any 
comment in 1998. 

The Woliswofs silence was 
subsequently interpreted as im- 
plicit consent by the farmers to 
cultivate in 1998. Indeed, from the 
woliswol's office in Qarghayi it 
was possible to see poppy on three 
sides, the further field being a dis- 
tance of only 400 metres. 



Taliban step up 
efforts to recruit fighters 



By Rahlmallah Ytisufzal 

PESHAWAR: Taliban' have stepped 
up efforts to recruit fighter^ to join 
their forces planning assatiits on the 
last opposition strongholds in Par- 
wan, Kapisa, Badalchshan and 
Bamiyan provinces. 

During a visit to Khost province 
in southern Afghanistan on Sunday, 
this correspondent heard about an- 
nouncements being , made' .in .. 
mos<iues seeking volunteers for the 
T^ban army. Young men from dif- 
ferent parts of Khost were being en- 
couraged to join the force which was " 
scheduled to depart for Kabul Mon- 
day under the leadership of former 
mt^ahideen commander - MuUa 
JaJaluddiii Haqqani^ who is presently 
minister of trib^ and frontiers in the 
•Miban-led Islamic Emirate of 
Aifghanistan. 

•I expect to take along Over 700 
men to Kabul. Mpjst of them are my 
former miyahideen and are well- 
versed in war,"* said Haqqani; He said 
most of the volunteers would be sent 
to frontlines north of Kabul while the 



remaining would be deployed on the 
boundary between Wardak and 
Bamiyan provinces. "We need rein- 
forcements in our active frontlines 
before taking on Ahmad Shah Ma- 
sood in Bagram, Cliarikar and Jabai- 
us-Sirzy area and the Hezb-i-Wahdat 
in Bamiyan. Beside, Taliban forces 
have started encircling 'Masood and 
the Hezb-i-Wahdat and would soon 
for the kill,'* he explained. 
• Young people wandering in khost 
bazar said many of them were will- 
ing to volunteer for the forthcoming 
T^iban battles. Black-turbaned 1^- 
iban claimed there was no coercion 
or temptations to stop young people 
from joining frontines near Kabul. 

Haqqani, who earned fame as a 
military commander in Khost during 
the Afghan "jehad", claimed the eco- 
nomic and iniiitary siege 6f Pusher 
valley would eventually force former 
defence minister Ahmad Shah Ma!- 
sood to evacuate to either T^'ikistan 
or Iran. As for Bamiyan, he predicted 
an early fall of this Shia-populated 
province in central Afghanistan due 
to its siege from all sides. 



NWFP orders closure 
f Afghans' clinics 



Buraaa Report 

PESHAWAR: Following the closure 
of Afghan universities and cdleiges> 
the Afghan Commissionerate on 
• Tuesday issued directives to dose 
dowil private clinics and investigiEt- 
tion outfits run by Afghan doctors.. 

A day earlier, the government of 
NWFP in an abrupt move, dosed 
down the main universities in Pe- 
shawar which were owned and run 
by Afghan educationists. 

To add more to the miseries of 
those Afghans who were attached 
with the health profession in one 
way or the other received yet an- 
other blow on I^iesday after the 
Afghan Refugee Commisslonerate is- 



render a number of Afghan health 
professionals jobless who had been 
running their clinics since their mi- 
gration to Pakistan. Such private 
clinics» clinical laboratories, X-ray 
plants,. Ultrasound centres and hos- 
pitals were owned by Afghan doctors 
most of which were situated in the 
vicinities of refugee camps, at 
Nasirbagh, Kacha Garhi and other 
areas inhabited by the refugees. 

It is worthwhile to mention h^e 
that the government dosed the edu- 
cational institutions on the grounds 
that these were operated without 
proper authorisation. After one day, 
the government also issued direc- 
tives for dosure of the health-care 
centres throughout the province. 



adm^, ^ 

istrator for refugees to make sure V"govenmient was collecting informa- 
th^til'osure Of ail private? <aidi<cs';6t-^' tion regarding>tH€^:dth«:baaness*e-\ 
vestigation centres and medical lated' activities of the refugees to 
stores run by them. pave the way for their repatriation to 

The move, it is believed, would their own country, Afghanistan. " 




Iran warns Taliban 
oi| diplomats issue 

TEHRAN: Iran has warned the 
Afghan l^ban militia not to evade re- 
sponsibility for the fate and safety of 
the Iranian diplomats allegedly kid- 
napped by the group> 

Iranian Ministry Spokesman was 
commenting ojx Tuiesdsy after the Tal- 
iban leauier Mohammad Orriar 
9eriled Monday having information 
a^out the whereabouts of 11 cap- 
t£ff<ed Iranian diplomats, and a re- 
porter of the official IBNA news 
agency. 

Earlier Tuesday, one of Omar's 
close aides MuDah Hassan Qalchei 
said in Dubai that the captured bani- 
ans "are in good health and kept in a 
prison near Qandahar in southern 
Afghanistan," tite iliHA refK»ted. 
Such contradictory and ambiguous • 
remirics are not acceptable to the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran, the 
spokesman said, Tehran holds the 
Taliban responsible for the safety of • 
the Iranians. 

Xinhua quoted liim as saying Uet 
such remarks also run counto-tonist' 
Pakistani officials have told Iranian au- 
thorities on behalf of the TaCban. 

The Iranian ofBcial recalled that 
pmr to the capture of Mazan Sharif 
m jiorthem Afghanistan, where the 
Iranian diplomats were captured, the 
Pakistan govt had informed the TW- : 
iban of the presence of the Iranian' 
dii^otnats in Iran's Ck)nsulate GdieraL 

FaldstarU oCTicials have also as-, 
sured Iran ofttie safety of the Iranian 
diplomats, he said. The spokesman 
said that Dan hais called on the UN 
and the ICRC to dispatch a fact-find- 
ing mission to Afghanistan to get in- 
formation about the whereabout? of 
the bsfflittint^^radii-'l^ ' 

Taliban allow 
ICRC to opejjate 
in Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD(APP)-Talibanhave 
granted official permission to Interna- 
tional Committee of Red Cross to op- 
erate in Afghanistan and carry out 
their activities. , 

Head of the ICRC delegation, Dr 
Thormas had a meeting . with the Dep- 
uty Chief of the Taliban Interim Coun- 
cil, Maulvi Abdul Qadeer and sorted 
out the modalities of their operation, 
reports "Voice of America (VOA)." 

According to details, Dr Thormas 
asked Maulvi Abdul Qadeer to allow 
the Red Cross to meet the prisoners in 
Mazar-e-Shaiif and inform their fam- 
ilies about their condition. Maulvi 
Qkddsk' prtdsedthe ICRGassistance-to 

Taliban and the opponents were hold- 
ing a mmiber of prisoners. He said that 
there were clear cut orders of Islam 
about the prisoners and arrangements 
had been made for the piisonets in the 
light pf Islamic injunctions. 

He said that prisoners were not be- 
ing tortured rather were being taken 
care of in the light of Islamic teach- 
ingS;-Maulvi Abdul Qadeer said that 
false and baseless propagandi was 
being unleashed by their opponents 
for vested interests. 



V Ci3 



-*■• - 

Osama funded no-tr ust move against her govt 

Support to Taliban will be 

^strategic death, says Benazir 



By Our SlafT Reporter 



ISLAMABAD - Initiating debate 
on foreign policy ii) National Assem- 
bly. Leader of Opposition Benazir 
Bhutto on Monday said if the regime 
decided to sign the CTBT. it might get 
rid of sanctions, not the economic prob- 
lems. ^ 

The Opposition Leadersaid the coun- 
try had no policy and stood isolated in 
the world. "The priority of the govern- 
ment is to put Mullah Omcr firsir she 
said and added that the support to 
Taliban would be a strategic death as 
Iran and other friends had their appre- 
hensions about Pakistan's support to 
Afghanistan. 

Benazir Bhutto said Afghanistan was 
not our internal matter. "If we want to 

have strong relations with Iran and 
Central Asij, we should become neu- 
tral vi7.-a-viz Afghanistan and stop 
backing it/* 

Raising the issue of Iranian diplo- 
mats. Benazir said Pakistan should 
lake necessary steps to ensure recov- 
ery of the diplomats. She criticized 
government's Afgten policy and sakJ it 
was not good for PScistan to go to country- 
lo^untry advocating that Afghan gov- 
ernment be recognized. **Paki5tan . 
should give a 48-hour ultimatum to 
Taliban to release Iranian Diplomats." 

She said Pakistan was facing a direct 
threat to its integrity, sovereignty and 
independence. "We are not a united 
nation. We starxl divided on various 
issues." 

She said the government failed to 



_ C|S0*=t02- 

take the people in confidence on every 
."vcnsitive issue. "The people were not 
taken into confidence on nuclear det- 
onation, freezing of foreign cuirency 
accounts, iraposidon of emergency and 
US rnissile attack on Afghanistan in 
violation of Pakistan's airspace." 

Drawing a comparison between In- 
dia and Pakistan, she said India was a 
Rclf-rttliant country but the followers 
of Zia had made Pakistan a 'client 
state*. She look strong exception to 
foreign visits of the Punjab Chief Min- 
ister Shahbaz Sharif and the govern- 
ment to furnish the details of these 
visits in the House. 

Benazir said it was lime to give up 
tit-for-tat policy viz-a-viz India. **Wc 
should realize the changed situation 
and form our policies accordingly. 
Only a dynamic foreign policy can 
save Pakistan. We need a new vi.sion.'* 

She said the Foreign Office failed to 
take notice of the comments of the 
Indian Prime Minister on our internal 
matters. *'Thcy did not protest." 

NNI adds: Benazir Bhutto said that 
she first heard the name of Saudi dis- 
sident Osama Bin Laden when no- 
confidence motion was moved against 
her government in 1989. 

The opposition. leader said as prime 
minister she received reports that the 
Chief Minister of Punjab'.^ move to 
dislodge her government was spon- 
sored by a charity organization. 

She said that later she came to Know 
that in fact the money was transferred 
to Pakistan by Bin Laden who was 
against rulcrship of a woman. 

Ms Bhutto said that Osama Bin Lad- 
en had sent funds to rennove her from 
the government. She said that she also 
sent one of her ministers to Saudi 
Arabia at that time to know the facts. 

The Opposition Leader said Iran has 



always been Pakistan's close friend 
and had always supported Pakistan in 
different matters but now the present 
government's wrong policies are af- 
fecting our dcs with Tehran. She said 
not only Iran but some of our close 
friends are al.<u> leaving us because of 
government's wrong policies. 

She said now central A.siaii states 
and Russia are also paning ways wttli 
Pakistan. Benazir said it is ironic that 
State Minister for Foreign Affairs Sid- 
dique Khan Kanju did not mention 
arrest of Iranian diplomats in Afghan- 
istan. She said newspapers have re- 
ported that one of the Iranian diplo- 
mats was killed by the Taliban. 

"The Foreign Minister should let 
people know whether that diplomat is 
alive or dead,** she said, adding the 
government should review its Afghan 
policy and should make arrangements 
for release of the Iranian diplomats. 
She said the government should use it.<i 
influence on Taliban and give them 
ultimatum of 48 hours to release the 
diplomats. 

The former Prime Minister said that 
our government not only recogni2ed 
the Taliban but also sent dckgations 
to other countries for their recogni- 
tion. She said due to this. Pakistan lost 
some of its good friends and govern- 
ment's this policy also affected some 
very useful projects like oil pipeline 
and telecommunicodon plans. 

Ms Bhutto said the Taliban issue is 
not Pakistan's internal issue but our 
government was dealing *c^ith it if it 
was the country's internal affair, "rra 
.^urpri.scd who is behind our foreign 
policy. This government cacmot pro- 
vide a well written speech to the For- 
eign Minister. The speech read by the 
Foreign Minister was useless and aim- 
less/' she further said. 

The Opposition Leader told the Na- 



tional Assembly that when her gov- 
ernment took over in 1993, Pakistan 
was facing threat of rolling back the 
nuclear programme and the United 
States had withheld Pakistan's mon- 
ey. Moreover, she said Pakistan was 
on the verge of being declared a terror- 
ist state but her government's policies 
averted these ilweats. Now, she said, 
the situation is completely different 
and Pakistan has been isolated by the 
world community. 

She said that nuclear tests were a 
matter of proud for all Pakistanis but it 
is strange that it has divided the nation. 
First the country was divided in the 
name of Ehtesab then Kalabagh dam 
and now there is the 15th amendment, 
which is dividing the nation. 

She said the nilcrs don't have the 
courage to accept that the nuclear pro- 
gramme was initiated by the late Prime 
Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto. "If 
Zulflqar Ali Bhutto and her daughter 
did not Stan this progrannimc we nei- 
ther had the nuclear capability nor wc 
had GhauR Missile,** she said adding 
we started this programme with the 
masses* suppoit. She said that Bhutto 
was rewarded with death for bis serv- 
ices but she is not ashamed of it 

She said that India detonated the 
nuclear devices because she has a 
strong and self reliant economy and 
she is a mexnber of Non-Aligned Move- 
ment (NAM) but Pakistan was mostly 
ruled by. the military regimes. 'The 
leaders who put the nation under the 
burden of heavy debts are today con- 
sidered righL** 

She said tiie government was putting 
the country into crise.*; one after the 
other. She .<;trongly criticised Shahbaz 
Sharifs visit of the US saying it was 
his official visit which is a violation of 
the constitution that a chief minister is 
talking about the foreign policy. 



Taliban decide to establish 
madrassa at US missile attack site 



By BahinMllah Ytosofzaf 

PESHAWAR: The Taliban have de- 
cided CO make use of the camps re- 
cently attacked by the US with Tom- 
ahawk cruise missiles by 
establishing a madrassa and a gar- 
rison there. 

During a recent visit to Khost in 
southern Afghanbtan, the provin- 
cial Taliban governor Syed Abdullah 
told this correspondent that the 
madrassa being set up in the 
Salman x^rsi camp in Zhavara near 
the Pakistan border would be com- 
missioned in a few days time. He 
also said Uie Al-Badr or so-called 
Arab camp, where the Arab volun- 
teers used to put up, would now 

Syed ' Abdullah clzumed the 
Arabs, Pakistanis and Kashmiris 
based in the camps were leaving. 



"We don't know their destination 
but I was cold the Arab mujahideen 
were going toward* Kabul," he in- 
formed. He thought some Arabs 
were already based near Kabul and 
those displaced from the Khost 
camps could join them there. 

Shah Khan Gurbaz, a former mu- 
jahidecn military commander who 
has now joined the Taliban, has 
been named as head of the new gar- 
rison. In an interview with The 
News in Khost, he informed that he 
had already shifted some of his 
troops and weapons to the camp 
and would make the garrison fully 
operational soon. 

Mulla Jalaluddin Haqqani, who 
originally built the camps in Khost 
in the cQfly 1080c, dlcputsd thi US 
claim thai the camps had suffered 
substantial damage due to the 
airstrike. "The camps at Zhavara 



survived ^vo air and ground offen- 
sives by uie Red Army and couldn't 
be captured or destroyed despite 
frequent air raids and shelling. 
What can about 60 or 70 long- 
range, largely-inaccurate American 
missiles do to a fortified place built 
into mountains ?* he asked. He 
claimed the Salman Farsi camp has 
emerged largely unscathed and the 
AI-Badr camps, also known as Abu 
Jindal or the .rVrab camp, have suf- 
fered ir.inimum damage. He con- 
ceded that the Khalid bin Waleed 
and Amir Muawiyya camps had suf- 
fered some damage. He also 
claimed that the ammunition dumps 
in llie camps were alraost all intact. 

Both Haqqani and Syed Abdullah 
ri<»nipd rhat rhp Khosr. ramp.*? wftre 
used for military or terrorist train- 
ing. They said Arabs, Pakistanis and 
Kashmiris who couldn't return to 



their countries due to various rea- 
sons were mostly living in the5«i 
camps. They said seminaries weDj 
being run in the camps and the five 
mosquer. built there offered reli- 
gious servicestnoi only to the in- 
mates of the camps but also Gurbaz 
villagers- living in the vicinit}'. 
Haqqani . recalled that he had built 
the Zhavara camp in the 1980s to 
house the first mi^jahideen radio 
station and in due course of time h e 
sec up a clinic, a madrassa, ammu - 
nition depots and also a worksho p 
to repair damaged arms there, "^.t 
no time was the Zhavara camp used 
to impart military or terrorist train- 
ing. 

The ruabs, Pakistanis and Kas^i- 

miri5 came much latw ??t ud 

base there. But even they never ir - 
dulged in any terrorist activity," he 
contend-ed. 



r 



NWFP govt closes all Afghan 



schools in Peshawar 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - After dosing doTO 
four Afghan universities, the NWFP 
government Tuesday also. decided to 
close all Afghan schools tn Peshawar 
and other parts of the province. " 
Some highly placed sources toIdlTt^ 
that District M^straces have 
been directed to ask owners and man- 
agement of the private Afghan schools 
to stop functioning with immediate 
effect. In this connection, owners of a 
number of Afghan schools have con- 
firmed receiving notices from the au- 
thorities concerned. • 

Surprisingly, without taking the 
Afghan Refugees Commissioncratc 
into confidence, the NWFP Govern- 
ment launched a drive against the Af- 
ghan educational institutioos. An of- 
ficer from Afghan Rcfrigees Commis- 
sionerate when contacted said that he 
knew about closure of four universi- 
ties through Press reports on Tuesday. 
Similarly, he was ignorant when ques- 
tioned about a latest move of the pro- 
vincial government against primary 
and middle schools where children of 
the war-displaccd Afghan families arc 
getting education. 
The NWFP government is yet to 



disclose the reasons for closures of 
these institutions but some of the of- 
ficers say that previous week's dem- 
onstrations arranged by the Afghan 
nationals against America has provid- 
ed an opportunity to the government 
to take such steps. On August 21 the 
Afghans residing in Nasar Bagh and 
Katcha Garhi Refugees Camps staged 
a demonstration and the peaceful pro- 
cession became violent when some of 
the protestors insisted co staging a sit- 
m in front of the USA Consulate Gen- 
eral. 

In retaliation, the police used force 
against such protestors, which led to a 
direct confrontaU'on between the an- 
gry Afghan protestors and personnel 
of law enforcing agencies which con- 
tmued for around six hours. On the 
same day at Speen Jamaat, the Afghan 
students staged a similar protest demo 
and after handing ow a memoran- 
dum to UNHCR representatives these 
smdents dispersed peacefully. But 
some of the Press reporters and per- 
sonnel of law enforcing agencies re- 
ported that Katcha Garhi and Nasar 
Bagh protestors were students and in 
the light of such misreporting the 
NWFP government took such a dras- 
tic decisiqn which resulted unrest 
^ong the already war ajffected Af- 



Iranian diplomats issu e 

Benaar asks govt to 
reak ties with Taliban 

By Mariana Baatiar 



ghans. 

Meanwhile* the ofHccrs from Af- 
ghan Reftigees Comniissionerate con- 
firmed initiation of a drive against 
illegal clinics of fake and non-quali- 
fied doctors in refugees cams through- 
out NWFP. The officer concerned said 
that number of clinics, is between 500 
to 600 and 80 per cent of them arc 
owned by fake and non-qualified doc- 
tors which is causing severe problems 
to the Afghan nationals. 

In this connection, the officer in- 
formed that Afghan Refugees Com- 
missioneate had dtftcted all District 
administrators to serve notices to own- 
ers and doctors of these clinics. Only 
qualified doctors like MBBS and MD 
degree holders would be allowed to 
run clinics in Che camps. 

An Afghan national when contact- 
ed, said that through such steps, the 
NWFP government wants to repatri- 
ate the Afghan nationals. Removal of 
Chief Secretary Rustam Shah Mohm- 
arid was a part of the game through 
which at the behbt of Taliban leadws 
the host government forctd the Af- 
ghan nationals to leave for their war 
affected motherland. Since long the 
government functionaries are discour- 
aging treatment of the Afghan nation- 
als in government-run hospitals. 



V Vacant seat fonnula on 
! Afghanistan urged 

' ISLAMABAD (APP) - 
Pakistan urged the United 
r^^ations to adopt the vacant 
scat formuiaas a first step to 
increase its credibility among 
Afghan factions, "It is impor- 
tant for the UN to adopt the 
vacant scat formula as a first 
step, towards increasing its 
credibility an»hg the Afghan 
parties/!. Minister of Slate for 
Foreign Affairs Muhammad 
Siddiquc Kanju said in the 
National Assembly on 
Monday. ;- Presently, the 
Afghans arc represented at 
the UN, by a. Northern 
Alliance envoy. Ihe Northern 
Alliance has been routed by 
the Taliban recently and its 
influence is confined to a 
small territory. On the other 
hand, the Thiiban, who cap- 
tured Kabul in 1996. and arc 
, recognised by Pakistan, con- 
; irol nearly 95 per cent area of i 
Afghanistan. 



ISLAMABAD: Leader of Opposition 
Benazir Bhutto ha^ called for break- 
ing off relations with the "Mban-Ied 
govenunent in Kabul If they fafled to 
release the Iranian diplomats. 

"Are we going to put Mulla Omar 
fet or Iran? WI\y not tcH the TWiban 
to release the Iraniaxts or else we will 
break off relations with them, Be- 
naair said Monday while taking part 
in the NationaJ Assembly debate on 
foreign policy. 

She added: *'Iran has always 
stood by Pakistan and provided us 
with strate^c depth. Any attack on 
our friends is an attack on us. Give 
the Taliban 48 hours and tell then 
that unless they produce the Iranian 
diplomats, we will break off relations 
with them." 

Speaking for more than an hour. 
Ms Bhutto spoke passionately for re- 
assessment of the foreign policy to 
stop Pakistan becoming isolated. 

"Not only are wc being isolated, 
there is also direct threat to our in- 
tegrity, sovereignty and indepen- 
dence," she warned. 

Ms Bltutto did not mtixce her 
words when she said that Pakistan's 
policy on Afghanistan has faOed and 
since Af^^nistan is not our internal 
matter, we should only restrict our- 
selves to advise them. 



She said the possibility of Irani- 
ans seeking a similar pattern to that 
of the US attack on Afghanistan 
could not be ruled out *Tfis is a se- 
rious and significant development" 
Ms Bhutto alleged that it was 
Osama bin Laden who had sent in 



On the recent US cnise misjwle at- 
tack, Ms Bhutto said that Nawaz 
Sharif was taken into confidence and 
thanked by President Clinton. *The 
US has a right to self defence but it 
should have gone to tl^e UN. Why did 
not Nawaz Sharif take the pebple into 
cqjnfidence?" she asked. 

T^iming to government's decision 
to sign the CTBT, Ms Bhutto.said that 
it was not doing so from a hii^ moral 
ground but from the bottom of the 

y>mi y/e wurgetr oHiyibiijj>ops 

aftjer* signing this-We-are suffering 



o- 
ve 
a 



vroaiiKK i>ui L»4jiuen WHO naa sent m .<»»6«"ti5 uiis.* wcar^ suuenng 

money to Nawaz Sharif from Saudi because of sanctions but bec^u^ 

Arabia when he was Puiyab chief Nawaz Sharif," she argued, 

minister, to buy members when a leader of opposition said that 

vote of no confidence was moved ^ come for Pakistan to realise 

against her in 1989. . that it cannot have a foreign policy 

"Nawaz Sharif was told by the larger than its economic status. "The 

Americans that they would strike in- P«<^Ple should not worry about the 

side Afghanistan. Sharif gave the ''^^ssile attack because it is diplomatic 

Americans permission and at the ^ and political initialives which can save 

same time tipped off Osama. What -l^aWstan's self respect and honour We 

are Nawaz Sharif's relations with " "^^^ * new foreign pohcy,* she in- 

Osamar she asked. ^^?^^;!^^ asked angrily why 

ment there but Osama who ^ su^ L^t which^^was a com- 

porting Sharif Pletelj-mteniai matter of Pakistan?' 

Timing to Chief Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif's visit to Washington, Ms 
Bhutto criticfeed the Fbreign Office 
for funding it. "This is high treason to 
send only one chief minister to talk 
about the CTBT. What message are 
you sending to smaller provinces. 
This Ls the repubhc of Pakistan not 
th^ family corporation of 'Abbeai* or 
'Bha^jj.^'she said. 



of which w^^*°^ intervW ^ ' 
agency R^M*?^Scia/Jrart. 




us had hoped Osama to 



jO^ew? "peso's 



be at the attacked camp 



WASHINGTON: President BiH CUn- 
ton's top military and intelligence 
team told lawmakers they had hoped 
suspected Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden would be at the Afghan camp 
during last month's US cruise missile 
strike. 

The briefing in a secure room on 
the fourth floor of the Capitol Hill 
came amid questions about whether 
the Shifa Pharmaceutical Plant in 
Khartoum, Sudan, was a legitimate 
target of the strike. 

The administration officials told 
more than 25 senators that they had 
hoped that Bin Laden would be 
among the attendees in a gathering at 
Bin Laden's alleged network the day 
of the strike. "It was fully possible he 
would have been there,** Senator 
Richard Lugar said l\icsday after the,. . 
V briefing -by GL^ - director* George • 
" Tenet, - Defence Setr^tary** William • v 
Cohen, and air force Gen Joseph Ral- 
ston, vice chaii:man of the joint chiefs - 
of staff. 

Administration officials have pub- 
licly sidestepped the question oY 
whether Bin Laden himself was a tar- 
get of the strike, saying that the Aug • 
20 terrorist strike was meant to 
weaken Bin Laden*s network. Law- 
makers have been less restrained, ^md - 
Lugar told the adnunistration team 
that, having fafled to eliminate Bin ; 



Laden in the August strilos, "he ought 
to be pursued instantly and found and 
his influence should be terminated. 
This has to do with the safety of 
Americahs.*' 

According to an attendee a: T\ies- 
day's briefing, the intelligence indi- 
cated that Bin Laden himself was 
likely to attend a leadership meeting 
at the Afghan camps. Following the 
strike, Bin Laden's followers an- 
noimced that the Saudi multimillion- 
aire was alive and well. US intelli- 
gence was unable to confirm that Bin 
Laden had, in fact, been at the Afghan 
camps. The FBI investigation into the 
Aug 7 bombings of US embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania has turned up 
multiple alleged participants who 
have named Eto Laden as the master- 
.mind of. the attack^Qf greateccon.-. 
cem-were'reportsiineluding threats- 
by' Bin' Laden hintself, of furthei"re-- 
taliatory action against'the United 
States. 

Several senators of both parties 
said they^were satisfied with the evi- 
dence linking the pharmaceutical 
plant to Bin Laden. "The attadc was 
justified both at the plant and the 
camp,*; said Sen. Bob Stmth. 'They 
made a compelling case," said Sen. 
Jack Reed. "We all went in with ques- 
tions in mind. I would describe it as a 
very thorough briefing which an- 



swered a lot of questions before they 
were asked.*' 

Some remained skeptical "I am 
more satisfied with the rationale be- 
hind the Afghan site than I am with 
the pharmaceutical plant,*' said Sen. 
Robert Bennett, Utah. 

Tenet described how a field oper- 
ative recniited by the CIA got into the 
plant grounds in Khartoum, evaded 
guards, went to a predetermined lo- 
cation and scooped up a soil sample 
from a specific part of the complex. 
Hiat sample, when examined by a pri- 
vate US laboratory that regularly 
works for the CIA showed 2 1/2 times 
what would be considered a "trace" 
presence of the chemical empta, a 
substance with no known use other 
than as a key ingredient in the deadly 
, nerve ageQt VX.5he operative, upon 




tests to verify that he had performed 
the mission as outlined. US Intelli- 
gence had examined the shifa plant's 
internet site before the strike and 
found no evidence that any phaima- 
ceutxcals were being produced or 
sold, whfle internet ffltes for other Su- 
danese drug plants did contain such 
Ksts. Cohen conceded to the.senators 
that the evidence linking Bin Laden to 
the Shifa plant ' "was a little tenuous, 
but it's getting strongen^-AP 
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Taliban despatch 
reinforcements to 
Herat, Nemroz 

PESHAWAR — The Taliban 
edministraticn Satus^y 
despatched fresh rcinforccrncnt to 
. .Herat and Nemroz province* bor- 
^ dcring Iran wher* mattivc military 
' cxcraieToJGtfie' Ijat^nTavc bc^ ' 
"^continuing for tHe past many days. 
More than 800 fighters fully 
equipped with sophisticated 
weaponry having support of ar- 
moured personnel cairieri were 
sent from diRcrcnt areas to Herat 
and Nemrot, reported the 
Peshawar-based Sahaar News 
Agency. 

The deployment arrangements 
were continued . from early 
Saturday morning till late in the 
evening* the agency said. 

The Tbiiban administration has 
also supplied fn huge quantity 
arms and ammunition to those 
hardline militia ilghters who have 
been stationed since long in these 
provinces. 

Apparently, Taliban have taken 
the step to quell a possible rebel- 
lion or Iran-backed elements in 
these botdcnng provinces. 

The TUiban officials, the agen- 
cy said while quoting certain 
sources, had been receiving infor- 
mation that Iran was eautpping the 
pro-Rabbani and pro-Ismai]~-the 
former governor of Herat 
province — elements In these 
provinces to stage a rebellion there 
agaihst the Taliban rule. 

Next 36 hours are being consid- 
ered very crucial by the Tblil^in 
administration as whi^ the Sahaar 
News Agency claimed, quoting 
Taliban that during this period a 
large scale rebellion might sweep 
across Herat and Nemroz. - j 
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Babar admits 

training Taliban 



GUJRANWALA: Former interior min- 
ister NaseeniUah Babar has said that 
under his guidance the Taliban were 
trained in 1994. 

Addressing a rally to mark the De- 
fence Day, he said that he was interior 
minister in 1994, when under his 
tutelage the student militia was grven 
training. 

He hoped that Islamic Shariah 
would be enforced in Iran, Pakistan 
and Afghanistan. Iiliis triangle would 
foil the Zionist designs,"* he remarked. 

Bat the former minister added that 
late prime minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto 
was the moving force behind the 
Afghan jehad in 1973. He regretted 
that the lace prime minister has never 
been given due regard for his contri* 

but3pi\.to.AffljM.OTS^ de- 
ments, he said, were taJong the credit 

* He disclosed that ZA Bhutto gave 



refuge to Ahmad Shah Masud, Gul- 
buddin Hikmatyar, Buriianuddin Rab- 
bani and their companions. Zul^ar 
Ali Bhutto at that time realised the 
fact that Russian influence had been 

Increasing and it had made up to tak- 
ing over Af gharustan. So over the di- 
rectives of ZA Bhutto in 1973, the 
training of Afghan mujahideen was 
started and he (Babar) himself im- 
parted them training. "T^ban were 
also given military training when I 
was interior minister in 1994," he ad^ 
mitted 

The former minister said Pak- 
istan's armed forces were capable of 
rolling any fordgn aggression and 
in case India attacked Paki^an, it 
would face counteriattack from-pkk- 
^ni^tjojj..^Qng,,TKifkjittJac 
Afghans resulting in the disintegra- 
tion of that country,~NNI 
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Taliban f oraiafly receive 



Fp By AIMAL KlIAN^^^^^timc with a request to mcci the 

acting Afghan Ambassador. 
Again, ambassador Haqqani re- 
portedly refused to meet him. 
The American visitor was rcport- 



PEsSlIAWAU - The Taliban 
gbvcmment at last has received a 
US government letter, which it 
had earlier refused to entertain 
few days back, highly-placed 
sources confided to The Frontier 
Post Thursday. 

The sources said the Afghan 
embassy in Islamabad had for- 
mally received the (ifficiat com- 
munication from the Clinton 
Administration on August 28, 
which was immediately 
despatched to Kandahar, the 
Taliban movement's headquarters 
in southern Afghanistan, for con- 
sideration of Its top leadccship. 

Earlier, a few days ago the 
Taliban acting anibassador to 
Pakistan Mauhl!. Sacedur 
Rehman Haqqani had refused to 
receive a senior official of the US 
embassy in Islamabad, who visit- 
ed his office to deliver the US 
govenuncnt letter. 

However, the sources said, on 
AuKust 28 last when an unidemi- 
fled US embassy official in 
Islamabad approached the 
Afghan embassy fox the second 



s 
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o 



C! 



edly asked by the Afghan em- 
bassy staff as to what was ihe 
purpose of his meeting, to which 
they were informed that he want- 
ed to deliver a letter from the US 
governement to the Taliban 
nilers. 

Later, instead of the ambas- 
sador, a low-ranking embassy of- 
ficial was sent to receive the let- 
ter from the American visitor, the 
sources added. 

Though contents of the letter 
were not officially released, but 
the sources said the US govern- 
ment had clarified its position in 
the letter, maintaining that the 
last month missile strikes on the 
alleged terrorist bases of Saudi 
dissident Osama Bin Laden in 
eastern AfEhanisian were not lai- 
gcttcd nl the Afghans rather the 
terrorists operating from their 
country. 

The sources claimed that the 
Americans had even offered the 
TOiban government that if it put 



certain restrictions on the activi- 
ties of Saudi dissident Osama Bin 
Lndcn, Washington would recog- 
nise their government, besides a 
•'very attractive" developmental 
package for the war-ravaged 
country. 

Presently, only three countries 
namely. Pakistan, Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE, recognise the 
Taliban government. 

Meanwhile, rc|Jorts reaching 
here from across the border 
Thursday suggested that the 
Taliban movement's founder 
Mullah Mohammad Omer was 
consulting members of hit 
supreme Shoora on the US offer. 

Afghan sources believed that 
Taliban might not immediately 
respond positively to the US of- 
fer due to severe public backlash 
witnessed after the August 20 US 
missile strikes on Khost area of 
Afghanistan. 

It may be recalled that during 
a visit to Afghanistan earlier this 
US official Bill Richardson that 
Osama Bin Laden had been 
asked not to use the Afghan soil 



for anli-US operations. Similarly. 
aboiJt two months back when 
Saudi mterior minister Prince 
Turkey AJ-Faisal visited 
Arghanisian, he too was also 
communicated the same mes- 
sage. 

Afghan sources here claimed 
that Taliban leadership was di- 
.^ilf^^.^r^f ^hc Osama issue. 
The division existed in the past 
too but it has come lo the fore af- 
ter the US strikes." claimcd^he 
sources. They said Mullah Omer 
loo was not happy with some of 
Osama's actlvHles, including hli 
threats of revenge communicated 
to the international media by him 
before and after the US attacks. 
Omer had said during a recent ra- 
dio interview that there could not 
be two government's in 
Afghanistan at the same lime, a 
curt reference to the rise of 
Osama and his increasing popu- 
arity with which the Taliban 
leadership seems uncomfortable. 
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Unocal suspends 



gas pipeline plan 

thru Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD (APP) - Unocal 
Corp., the California-based global 
energy company that has been 
courting the Taliban government 
that controls most of Afghanistan, 
announced it was suspending its 
activities involving the proposed 
Central Asia gas pipeline there. 

According to Washington Post 
correspondent Nora Boustany, the 
announcement- came one day after 
•the dramatic .U.S. strikes against 
training bases in Afghanistan for 
followers of Saudi renegade Osama 
.bin Laden. . • • 

The Taliban and Unocal were 
;hoping to build a $4.5 billion 
■pipeline network to transport 
.Caspian Sea oil and gas across 
Afghanistan to the Indian subcond- 
!nent. But the position statement re- 
Ileased Aug. 2i Said: 
: ./'Unocal will only participate in 
^construction of the proposed 
(Central Asia Gas Pipeline when 
;and if Afghanistan achieves the 
peace and stability necessary to ob- 
tain financing from international 
jlending agencies for this project 
'jand an established government is 
recognized by the United Nations 
:and me United States.** 

' Although work on the pipeline 
Itself had not yet begun/ last 
.November Unocal launched a 
•5900.0CX) program run by the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
to train 137 Afghan men in 
.pipeline-building. 
1 Sources in the White House, 
which had been pushing the molU* 
billion-dollar pipeline project that 
would have transport«i gas from 
^"nirkmenistan through Afghamstan 
^to Pakistan's Arabian Sea coast, ao . 
* knowledged that the . plans have 
been scre^ped for now. 

. The Cliilton administration had 
'strofigly supported the- proposed. 
route» whidi would have &ted ni^ 
'. Central Asian countries from dc-- 
pendence on Russia for expordne 
their natural gas — and avoided af 
temative routes across Iran to bring 
badlv needed energy lo Pakistan 
and India. 

There must be a multiplicity of 
reasons for pi«tmg all this on hidd, 
at least one of them being that 
Pakistan, for one, may be too cash- 



strapped to pay for the gas until it 
sorts out its economic restructuring 
and payment schedules with the 
International Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank. 

On a much more basic level, it 
would be difficult to imagine that 
international investors would dump 
billions of dollars into a project go- 
ing through areas that may be sub* 
ject to cruise-missile attacks, to say 
nothing of the fighting between the 
Taliban and its opponents — a be- 
leaguered northern alliance of fac- 
tions allegedly getting help from 
Iran and Russia. 

Pakistan's ambassador, Riaz 
Khokhar, told Washington Post odi- 
tors and reporters; on the day of the 
U.S. strike against bin Laden 's 
bases, that despite allegations that 
his country backs the Taliban; 
Pakistan could not bring any prc^ 
sure against the radical movement 
••We don't share their social philos- 
ophy, but we are in no position to 
influence them," Khokhar insisted. 

"You left us with the baby, so we 
are looking after the baby,** he said 
somewhat bitterly of the mess left 
behind in Afghanistan after the 
United States and Pakistan collabo- 
rated in helping Afghan rebels ex- 
pel Soviet troops between 1979 and 
89. "We have been partners, wc 
joined , hands [with the United 
States]. Now wc are saddled with* 
the problem/* he added. 

Recalling that Pakistani authon- 
. ties had bcai instrumental in deliv- 
ering terrorists such as Ramzi 
Ahmed Yousef and Mir Aimal 
Kansi to the United States, 
Khokhar said: 'They were hot stuff 
you people wanted. You got them 
because we cooperated. But in this 
game, we have to take care of our 
own interests.*' He explained that 
the J^libaQ are. ethnic Pashtuns, . 
and that millions of Pashtuns live iii 
the regions that straddle . the. 
Pakistani-Afghan border. 

There is cultural affinity and re- 
lations between them, he added 
*^ have a very finely defined snd 
balanced policy.** the ambassador 
said in spellmg out why the 
Paklstiuai govemnient could not do 
anything to provoke a backla^ 
fibra its o>vn Pashtuh. populatloD.' . 
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attack on 
Afghanistan 
kOled 15 converts 

^ DUBAI (AFP) - Fif«een 
Western converts to Ulam were 

killed m the US missile attacks on 
a suspected terrorist camps in 
Afghanistan, an Islamic erouo 
claiming cicise tics with Saudi dis. 

■ 

the mtcrnaiional Islamic From' 
provided a list of 23 people killed 
tn the August 20 attack, 15 of 
whom It sard were from Britain, 
France. Germany and the United 
Stales. 

But the British Foreign Office 
said It was not aware of the 
group's claim and found it dubi- 
2"^. as wc know no 

British citizens were killed during 
the American attack/ a 
spokesman in London told AFP. 

The International IsJamic Front 
said the 15 Westerners were in the 
camps to receive reUgious in- 
struction and military training. 

The organisation claims to be a 
coalition of several Islamic 
groups and a political wing of bin 
Laden*s armed group. 



Over 80 Afghan 
^^M??s reach Chitral 



lyMaHSSnniftS — 

CHITRAL: A group of about 80 
Afghan refugees, mostly Shias, 
crossed over to Pakistan from 
Afghanistan out of fear of the advanc- 
ing 'Riifban forces hi their areas. 

Informed sources told this corre- 
spondent that these Afghans reached 
Chitral and later left for downcountry 
in NWFR The sources said it was pos- 
sible that more Afghans would enter 
Chitral and rest of the Pakistani bor- 



der areas in view of lyiban's attacks 
on Badaksl\a«, TaWiar, Bamiyan and 
other opposition-held areas. 

Meanwhile, it was learnt that the 
clashes between' the Kamdesh and 
Kastozl tribes in Noorisrtail prxTvince 
were continuing. The Kastozi tribes- 
men reportedly fired 22 mlssfles on 
their rival tribe. Details about losses 
to life and property weren't immedi- 
ately available but at least one woman 
was said to have been wounded in the 
attack. 
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UN fact-finding 
mission to visit 
Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD_ (APP) ^ United Na- 
tions ii brganizing a fact-finding mis- 
sion lo be sctit to Afghanistan to deter- 
mine the fate bf Iranian diplomats who 
went mis$ing after the fall of Mazar-e- 
Sharif to Taliban troops last'month, UN 
sources in Isfamabad said on Wednesday. ; 

"UN Secretary-General' s' Office ; is 
organizing a mission/* a UN^ official 
Jold'Ai;? on'cbndition of ariOT^ity. 

to:qpntract the 5%jaiy 

. official said when asked abciSflf the comv" 
- position of the proposed UN mission. 

A UN spokesman in New York an- 
. nounced Tuesday that Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan has engaged in discus- . 
sions regarding the status of 10 missing 
. Iranian diplomats and a correspondent 
: of state-run IRNA news agency. ' 
• Iran accuses Taliban of holding doz-. 
ens of its nationals hostage since cap- 
turing Mazar-e-Sbarif from belea- 
guer«l northein alliance on August 8. 

Taliban authorities confirmed that 
some 40 Iranian drivers were in their 
custody but denied that they had de- 
tained Iranian diplomats and IRNA 
reporter. Taliban administration last 

■ week released five Iranian prisoners 
as a' mark of good gesture following 
hectic diplomatic efforts by Pakistan 
to stave off possibility of any confron- 

■ laiion between the two neighbouring 
-■ Muslim nations. Taliban and Iran had 

agreed on a tripartite mission includ- 
ing representatives from both sides 
and Pakistan to visit Mazar-e-Sharif to 
look into the matter, ' ' • 



Anti-Taliban 
alliance seizes 

control of 
Badakhshan 

TEHRAN (AFP) - An alliance of 
anti-Taliban forces has seized an im- 
portant region in northern Afghani-. 
scan» taking neaircomplete control of 
Badakhshan province and flushing out 
the Islamic militia, Iran's official news 
agency IRNA reported Thursday. 

The agency, quoting Afghan sourc- 
es, said the forces of opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood had com- 
pleted their operations in Badakhshan 
on Wednesday after capturing the en- 
tire region of Raq. 

Masood's forces had launched an 
offensive to capture Raq last weekend. 

WithRaq'sseizure.thealHance now 
controls virtually all of Badakhshan 
province in northeastern Afghani- 
stan. 
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ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Anti-Tali- 
iban forces have staged a series of 



The counter-attacks were launched 
Tuesday and Hazara forces were still 
f'ghting at Ahangaran eight kilome- 
tres from the town, the sources said. 

One UN source said Hazara forces 
had entered the suburbs of the town. 
The Taliban militia controlled the old 
town near the feet of a pair of Buddha 
: statues dating back to 622 A.D, the 
'. source said. 

The sources said further fighting 
i had efupj^d at the Afghan Pa§s about 



Refugees report 
killing frenzy 

UNITED NATIONS: Refugees fleeing 
the northern Afghan city of Mazax-e- 

Sharif have told UN ofa^^^ counter-attacks around the centra) 

kil mg frenzy by the ^ban f^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ 
lowuig the religious militia scapUire ^g^^ ^^.^^^ Sunday and have recap- 
of the city, UN officials said Tuesday. ^^^^ ^-^j^^p^ UN sources 

Officials from the UN High com- ^ere Wednesday, 
missioner for refugees interviewed j^^^ j ^^j^^ic Hazara forces from 
refugees who fled across the moun- Hezb-i-Wahdat group staged the 
tains to Pakistan and reported "in- attacks to the southwest of the town 
discrirhinate killings," by TWiban ^dded that Taliban claims to con- 
troops, particularly of members of strategic . Shebar Pass were 

. the Hazara ethnlcrmnority, a UN of- untrue. 

: ficial said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity 

UN Spokesman Fred feckhard said 
the eyewitness accounts corroborated 
reports about mass killings that fol- 
lowed the Taliban's seizure of the city 
from opposition forces on August 8- 
. Secretary-General Kofi Annan has 
asked the three governments that 
recognise Afghanistan's taliban rulers 
to intercede and persuade the Taliban 
to respect the rights of all people in 
Afghanistan, Eckhard said. 

The three — Pakistan, Saudi Ara- 
bia and the United Arab Emirates — 
agreed to do so during a meeting 
monday with Annan, he said. 

The Taliban, meanwhile, has 
asked the United Nations to send a 
humanitarian mission into Baraiyan 
province, West of Kabul, where the 
Taliban is reporting massive territo- 
rial gains. 

Central Bamiyan is dominated by 
Shias while the Taliban are rigidly 
Sunnis. Iran, a largely sluite nation, is 
reporting atrocities by the IMiban in 

Bamiyan. 

The United Nations was consider- 
ing such a mission but was waiting 
for security assurances from the 1^- 
ibaii. The Taliban representative in 
New "^rk was meeting with UN offi- 
cials later T\iesday to discuss the se- 
curity guarantees, officials said. 

The United Nations, while con- 
demning the deaths of the Iranians, 
was eager to send a mission there be- 
cause they no longer have non- 
Afghan staff working in the country, a 
UN official said- 

The Security Council was briefed 
on the situation 1\iesday by Alvaro de 
Soto, Assistant Secretary-General, 
and was preparing, a response. — AP 



Anti-Taliban forces stage 

attacks around Bamiyan 



25 kilometres to the west of Bamiyan 
town, and to the south in Ghazni prov- 
ince. - . • 

The sources said there had been no 
reports of massacres in the town. 

Fears of massacres were heightened 
after an Aninesty International report 
said thousands of ethnic Hazaras < — , 
including women and children —were 
murdered after the northern opposi- 
tion stronghold of Mazar-i-Sharif fell 
to the Taliban on Aijgust 8. 
^ The report was confirmed by the 
UN but denied by the Taliban. 

A representative of the Shiite Mus- 
lim faction Hczb-t- Wahdat — pari of 
•the anti-Taliban alliance — told the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AlP) that its 
fighters had taken back several areas 
to the west and east of Bamiyan city. 

The Wahdai official, Ali Azad. said 
the party's top leader KarimiChalili 
was personally directing the attacks. - 

AIP quoted, a spokesman- for the 
Spnni Muslim Taliban, Abdul Hae 



Mutamcn, as denying Wahdat*s claim, 
saying there was no resistance in and 
. • around Bamiyan. 'The whole area is 
. . under firm control pf the Taliban/' he 
said. 

Iranian television reported that pro- 
Iranian Shiite forces in Afghanistan 
had launched a three-pronged offen- 
.sive against the Taliban in Bamiy^. 

The television, quoting , a Hezb-i- 
' .Wahdat spokesman, said the Shiites 
' and allied forces were stationed on the* 

Kuh-Baba heights surrounding the city 
and had besieged Bamiyan from three 
directions. 

•'The. Taliban positions have come 
under heavy fjje from the alliance forc- 
es ** it said. . ' 

The television also reported clashes ' 
in Bamiyan after **thc arrival of auxil- 
iary Wahdai forces." It said several 
• Taliban and Pakistani commanders had 
been killed or wounded and charged 
that the Taliban were massacring peo- 
ple and had s?t fire ^o jlpzcns pf {ipmes. 



Nervous foreigners await 
better days in Afghanistan 



JEAN-CLAUDE CHAPON 
KABUL - The handful of for- 
eigners left in the Afghan capital 
are adopting strict security mea- 
sures despite assurances from the 
Taliban regime that they are com- 
pletely safe in Kabul. 

"We're keeping to a very low 
profile,*' said one expatriate, noting 
the simation was improving gradu- 
ally for the dozen or so foreigners 
— Red Cross officials and two 
journalists — left in Kabul. 

Another foreigner said that, like 
others, he restricted his movements 
in the city to a simple journey be- 
tween his home and his office. 

"We no longer go out alone, but 
if we must, then we are always ac- 
companied by an Afghan col- 
league." he said. . • 
"At any rate, we're so few in 
. number and.. there being no diver- 
sions, we stay at home when not at 
"work,** he added. ' ' . ] 

Most foreigners, who worked 
for cither non-govemmental organ- 
isations (NGOs).oc the. United 
'fJations. left Kabul in two waves' 
: In July the NGOs left after, re- 
jecting the Taliban militia's orders 
to shifl to a polytechnic institute 
campus lacking .water and power. 



in a part of Kabul largely destroyed 
during fighting among different 
Afghan faaions between 1992 and 
1995. 

The second exodus, this time of 
UN officials, followed the killing 
on August 21 of Italian Carmine 
Calo of the UN Special Mission 
for Afghantsun (UNSMA) in 
Kabul, a day after the US missile 
raid against alleged terrorist camps 
in Afghanistan. 

A French diplomat, Eric 
Lavcrtu. working wiih UNSMA, 
was injured in the attack, widely 
seen as carried out tn revenge for 
. the US raid. 

*''I*he situation is improving bit 
, by bit. but it is ditTcuit to know if it 
is 100 percent safe,** said one. for- 
eigner, adding he was most afraid 
of the unruly noi>-Afghan Muslims 
. backing the Taliban. . . * .. . 
The T^iban regime has said the 
killing of Calo was a '^regrettable 
isolated incidcnr and that the safe- 
ty of international aid officials was 
, guaranteed. . ^ 

. "United Nations people and oth- 
, crs may live without worries in/ 
. Kabul." a T^iban foreign ministry 
official told AFP. 

The UN plans to send an evalu- 



ation mission to Kabul soon prior 
to a gradual return of personnel. 

*Thc Taliban have gone a long 
way in showing they can maintain, 
control and security in Kabul and 
Kandahar." one senior UN source 
in Islamabad said earlier this 
month. 

Since the former Soviet Union 
withdrew from Afghani.«;ian in 
1989. the UN has attempted to ne- 
gotiate a peace settlement between 
warring parties, provided military 
observers and funded non-govern- 
ment organisation aid pro- 
grammes. 

**The issue is security and the 
timeframe really is irrelevant, it 
could be one month, three months, 
six months or even 12 months be- 
fore we resume full scale opera- 
lions — if at all." the UN source 
added-' **But it needs to be pointed- 1 
out that a 12-month timeframe is. 
purely an arbitrary figure, ll could 
be more, it could be less." he said. 

Another UN source has said: 

.'Tt IS possible we might rc^unie. 
some fdrm of operation, perhaps 
to Kabul, maybe by the end. of. 
this month but we'll have to 
wail for a dccisign from .New 
York." — AFP 



Taliban offer to release 40 Iranians 
in exchange for Rabbani, Abdul Malik 



imDH: An of5daI of the Afghan Tal- 
iban militia has offered to release 40 
Iranian prisoners in exchange for 
leaders of the anti-Taliban alliance 
w£io have sought refuge abroad. 

Mulawi Shihabeddin, the Taliban 
representative in Riyadh, also warned 
Iito that the Taliban would repel any 
Iranian military action, in an inter- 
view with the Saudi newspaper Ash- 
Sharq Al-Awsat on TXiesday. 



The 40 Iranians were taken pris- 
oner last week during the Islamic 
militia s assault on the central Afghan 
town of Bamiyan, the last stronghold 
of the Shiite opposition which fell to 
the Tb-liban on Sunday, 

•^Ve are ready to free them in ex- 
change for dozens of Taliban mem- 
bers taken to Iran* and "if Iran hands 
ever members of the opposition," in- 
cluding ousted president Burhanud- 



din Rabbani, Shihabeddin said. 

Rabbani was driven out of Kabul 
when the Taliban captured the Afghan 
aq)ital in September 1996, 

Shihabeddin also demanded the 
release of ethnic Uzbek General 
Abdul Malik, who is wanted by the 
Taliban as a traitor. The Taliban "does 
not want war with Iran," he said- ''But 
we are read>- to confront aAy foreign 
invasion. — ^AFP 





TEHBAN: Widespread anger is raging 
in Iran over the killing of lra(iian 
dipiomats by the - T^ban in 
Afghanistan, and some ordinary Ira- 
nians openly advocate military action. 

But many others, who fear a re- 
peat of a devastating eight-year war 
with Iraq which ended 10 years ago» 
oppose an attack and warn that F^- 
' istan and even the United States could 
intervene to back the 'Mban. 

•Marches do not serve any pur- 
pose, except If they are a preliminary 
step before war,"* Aii, a 35-year-old 
shopkeeper, told felJow riders in a 
shared taxi in Tehran on Sunday. 

He was referring to marches by 
tens of thousands of people in the 
capital and across Iran on Friday to 
mourn the eight dipiomats and a jour- 
naiist kiiled by Tediban fighters. 

Marchers also chanted "Death to 
the l^ban**, "Death to America" and 
*Death to the IWban's backers", ac- 
cusing Pakistan and the United 
States, Iran's arch-foe, of supporting 
the ruling militia in neighbouring 
' Afghanistan. 

The T^ban have to be stopped. 
Somebody has to do it and I guess we 
will have to do it," All said in a re- 
dgnedtone. 




to war with Taliban 



The popular mood iii predomi- 
nantly Shiite Muslim Iran has been 
aggravated by Iranian media reports 
of mass reprisal killings of Afghan 
Shiite opponents by the l^an after 
their recent capture of the Sluite 
urban stronghold of Banuyan. 

Iranian state television repeatedly 
canied scenes of appeared to be - 
summary eioecutions by ^e lUiban. 

The Taliban are savages and 
should be tau^t a lesson. Iran should 
either attack them or support Uie 
Afghan opposition to fight them," a 
retired state employee said. 

Fbreign Ministry officials have 
taken part in television and radio 
shows to assure the public bran would 
avenge its dead. 

Officials have said Iran would ex- 
haust all diplomatic means, seeking 
international condemnation and ac- 
tion against the Taliban, before con- 
sidering other measures. 

Many residents oppose any talk of 
attacks against the Tediban, citing 
Iran's difficult economic situation and 
the possibility of getting involved in a 
nisuor conflict 

"I think the l^ban are more evil 
than Iraqi President, Saddam Hus- 
sein, but Iran cannot aiffdrd a war The 



consequences of the war with Iraq 
were higher . prices and destroyed 
cities, and we do not want a repeat," 
said Mohammad, a taxi driver. 

"A war will not bring bock the dead 
diplomats, it will only cause the death 
of hundreds of thousands more peo- 
ple. We have had enough martyrs," he 
said. • . 

About one million IraiUans and 
Iraqis were killed or wounded in the 
Iran-Iraq war. 

"I do not think anybo<^y Veally sup- 
ports a war, once this emotional 
phase is over;" said a housewife, who 
a^ed to remain anonymous. 
' **If a war comes Iran will be alone, 
while the Taliban will be backed by 
Pakistan and America, which nught 
even intervene directly against us,* 
* she added. 

Iranian officials and religious 
leaders have also been cautioning 
about being pushed into an unwanted 
war. 

*We will maintain our military 
power and combat readiness, but at 
the same time we should be cautious 
and not get involved in an unwisnted 
war," said b\telIigenoe (mtemal secu- 
rity) Minister Qorbanali Dorri Na- 
jafabadi, in remarks quoted by ne^vs- 



papers on Sunday. 

In the escalating crisis* with 
Afghanistan, Tohran has massed at 
least 70,000 troops on the border and 
is sending 200,000 more to tlie froa- 
tier for military exercises. 

On the other side of the border, 
the Taliban have moved up at least 
6,000 fighters and threatened to lut 
Iranian cities if attacked. ■ . 

Other Iranians expressed concern 
over the domestic political conse- 
quences of tlie confrontation,;' 

"Tliis crisis is exactly wliiat the 
right-wingers want because now they 
can try to silence moderate newspa- 
pers such as Tous," a student said. 

He was referring to a ban imposed 
last week on tlie outspoken moderate 
daily Tous by a revolutionary court 
which also ordered the arresl of sev- 
eral of the newspaper's staff mem- 
bers for unspedfied national security 
violations. ': • 

Consen'alives, who stillcontrol 
key levers of power despite inoderate 
President Mohammad Khatami's 
landslide election last year, Mve crit- 
icised social and political liberties 
granted by tJie new president as a se- 
curity risk and a threat to Islam.— 
Reuter 



Dozens perish as 



rockets slam Kabul 



KABUL (AFP) - Dozens of 
civilians wcr^ injured and an un- 
known number killed when ami- 
Taliban forces launched a third 
tockct attack in a day hitting a 
crowded market to the west of 
Kabul city centre late Sunday, an 
AFP reporter saw. 

Charred and mutilated bodies 
were seen strewn across the road 
as rescue workers began digging 
in the wreckage for survivors. 

A Taliban policeman said it 
vwns impossible to know the num- 
ber of victims, but casualties 
could be "disastcrous" as the mar- 
ket was crowded during the 
evening shopping hours. 

Ambulances were seen carry- 
ing away bodies and human 
limbs. 

The rocket directly hit a biscuit 
shop along the main road in the 
Karte Pawan area of the city, flat- 
tening it to the ground. 

Several vehicles and at least 
one minibus were gutted in the at- 
tack, residents said. 

The rocket came hours after an 
earlier attack killed 11 people and 
injured 30 in another residential 
area of Kabul. 

The latest rocket attack was the 
third on Kabul in a day. 

The first exploded on waste- 
land near the city's main airport 



while Uie second devastated a 
two-storey building and damaged 
seven houses in th« densely popu- 
lated Khair Khana district, resi- 
dents and witnesses said. 



Taliban claim 
180 casualties 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - 
Around 180 people were killed 
and wounded in opposition rock- 
et attacks on Kabul on Sunday, 
the Afghan Islamic Press (AlP) 
quoted a Taliban spokesman as 
saying. 

At least 20 people were killed 
and 40 injured when a rocket hit 
the densely populated Khair 
Khana district while more than 
100 were killed and wounded 
iwhen a rocket slammed into a 
market later. Taliban spokesman 
Abdul Hai Mutniain lold AlP, . 

Several more were killed after 
a ^third rocket landed near the 
city's Maryam high school, he 
said, adding that a total of ,18( 
people were killed and wounded 
in the attacks. . 



Kabul for better ties with 
Iran: Afghanistan's ruling 
Taliban want peace with neigh- 
bouring Iran and will not impose 
any conditions on improving lies. 



an official lold AFP Sunday, on 
the eve of an international meet- 
ing on the war-torn country. 

"^Vc don't have any condition 
for normalisation of our relations 
with Iran," the Islamic militia's 
vice minister of information 
Mullah Abdurrahman Ilotak said. 
"We only expect them to.stop their 
interference in our affairs,** 

The call for improving rela- 
tions came as the Taliban released 
five Iranians taken captive by 
their troops during battles against 
opposition mujahedeen factions 
throughout the country in recent 
weeks. 

The Iranians, who were re- 
leased as part of a "goodwill' 
measure by the Taliban, flew into 
Islamabad from the southwestern 
Afghan city of Kandahar aboard a 
special Pakistan Air Force aircraft 
laic Saturday. 

They were being flown to 
Tehran on a Pakistan International 
Airlines flight on Sunday, diplo- 
taatie sources in Pakistan said. 

•^e hope they understand the 
sensitivity of the situatioiu" Hotak 
said, adding, "if they have any 
problem with us we can discuss it 
L*trough the UN.*' 

Iran's parliament is lo hold a 
closed-door session Tuesday on 
the crisis in relations, IRNA said. 
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Freed prisoners speak of torture 



TEHRAN: Five Iranian prisoners 
released by the 'Mban in a bid to 
ease tension between Afghanistan 
and Iran returned home on Sunday 
and some of them aeeused- the 
militia of iubjecting tliem to se- 
vere torture. 

The official IRHA news agency 

said the five, who flew to Tbliran from 
Islamabad on a l^Jdstan International 
Airlines flight, were truck drivers who 
had transported food and medicine to 
the "^deprived people of Afghanistan* 

It said the Taliban had accused 
them of carrying arms and supplies tq 
the attd-Taiiban alliance in northern 
Afghanistan. 

One of the Iranians, Behnam 
Alipour, accused the militia of sub- 
jecting him to terrible acts of torture 
during his six-month detention. 

nliey forced me to He on the 
ground along i^ith a dozen other pris- 
oners while a tank prepared to run 
over me,* he said. "They ordered me 
to say I canted arms or I would be 
cnished under ^e treads of the tank," 
Alxpour said. "But when I said I trans- 
ported foodstuff, they would piiD me 
,out before I get smashed." He said 
wardens also Ixped up prisoners for 
mock execution and beat them up 
with cables to force them into, con- 
fessing. 

^Anyone of the militiamen who 
happened to see me or other prison- 
ers would punch and kick us after de- 
scribing us as Shiites and followeis of 
(AyatoUah All Khamenei),* Iran's 
supreme leader, he said. 



"Religion is just an excuse.^-" 
though 1 am Sunni, I was severely 
beaten. My feet were swollen from 
whipping for a long time andj^n 
was no one to treat me,* said anowez 
unidentified formeri^lsoner. : 
"Group after group of them would 
come to punch and kick us as soon a^ 
they foimd out we are Iranians,* h^ 
added. \ 
Ali-Hossein Hosseini, another prist 
oner, said up to 200 people wcfd 
forced to live in a small cell with^rj' 
rible" hj^enlc conditions. . \ : 
Meanwhile, Iranian Parliament 
Speaker All Akbar Nateq-Nouri jsdd 
the Mban were a threat to Islam'HiKt 
vowed that Iran would take actiQit it 
deemed necessary for its "natk)^ se^ 
curily .interests.* 1: I 

State-run television also qiK>te(|[ 
Nateq-Nouri, a hardliner, as saying 
Iran "will not cave in to the pressure 
exerted by any powera." The UaiteA 
States and otlier western countries 
have urged Iran to exercise caution in 
deaHng with the Taliban. i 
'Mban leader Mullalt Moha^une^ 
Omar, in comments published Suit* 
day, said he does not foresee z wax 
with Iran. He also told Al-K^^' 
newspaper in tlie United Arab-.&nl^ 
rates that the 'DeJiban hopes for.gDoci 
ties with Iran.— AFP/AP 



2 diplomats who escaped 

Taliban killing return hoiri^ 



TEHRAN: Two Iranian diplomats 
who escaped the Taliban's deadly 
raid on Iran s cons)ilate in northern 
Afghanistan last month have re- 
turned to Iran, state radio reported 
Wednesday. 

, The radio, quoting 'informed* 
sources, said one of the diplomats, 
Akbar Hosseini, was not present at 
the mission in Mazar-I-Sharif when 
the militia stormed into the buildmg 
on August 8. 

The other, Allahdad Shahsavan 
Qara-Hosseini, was in the building 
and wa;s wounded by gunfire in. the 
attack, -which came hours aifter 
Mazar-i-Sharif, a former stronghold 
of the Iranian backed anti-Taliban al- 
liance, fell to the mili^a. 

Qara-Hosseini managed to es- 
cape after being "helped and treated 
by the good people of Afghanistan" 
and returned to Iran 'through the 
bordering province of Herat, in west- 
em Afghanistan. 

Hosseini safely returned to Iran 



tlvough Bamiyan, a Shia majority 
province in central Afghanistan. 

The radio said Qara-Hosselra had 
been a witness to the T^aliban militi- 
amen s catastrophic crime" a£ the 
consulate. . • ^ 

According to Iranian officials-, 1 6 
diplomats and. a journalist of the of- 
ficial IRNA news agencyVefe pre-: 
sent at the mission duriiig the Tal- 
. iban's raid. 

l^iban leaders, who claim the 
killings were carried out by "rene- 
! gade* militiamen, said last week they 
had discovered the bodies of nine 
diplomats. 

But Iran has brought back only 
seven bodies, including that of the 
IRNA journalist, and refused to ac- 
cept two other bodies handed over 
by the T^iban this week.. 

The killings have increased ten- 
sion between Tehran and the lil- 
iban, and Iranian leaders have 
threatened to take revenge against 
the mililia.-AFP 



